j  ST.    FAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Epiphanv  Sunday  January  6,    1 971* 

Mb.    Ralph   C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma   Collins,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Fatty  Basehore,    Greg  Bosko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I f :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music!  "Idyll"  Ndlte 

"MoRNING     FftELUDE"  MaRTIN 

S] lent   Prayer 
*pROCESstoNAL   Hymn  No.    123      "Ab  With  Gladness  Men  of  Old" 
*AscRfPTiON  -  Choral  Amen 
*E*hqrtat ion 
*CoNFESsroN    (In  Unison)    "Almighty  and  most  mercjful  Father, 

We  HAVE  ERRED  AND  STRAYED  FROM  THY  WAYS  LIKE  LOST  SHEEP. 
We  HAVE  FOLLOWED  TOO  MUCH  THE  DEVICES  AND  DESIRES  OF  OUR 
OWN  HEARTS.   ^E  HAVE  OFFENDED  AGAINST  THV  HOLY  LAWS-  We 

have  left  undone  those  things  which  we  ought  to  have  done, 

and  we  have  done  thqse  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have 
done.  Gut  thou,  0  Lord,  have  mercv  upon  us,   Spare  thou 
those,  0  God,  who  confess  their  sins.  Restore  thou  those 
who  are  penitent,  according  to  thy  promises  declared  unto 

MANKIND  JN  CHRIST  JeSUS  OUR  LofiO.    AND  GRANT,  0  MqBT 

merciful  Father,  for  Hte  sake,  that  we  may  hereafter  live  a 
godly,  rishteous  and  gqber  life,  to  the  glory  of  thy  holy 
name.   Amen. " 
*Kvrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
♦Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

"•"Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•Feople:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise* 

*OOXOLOGY       No.     551 

Scripture  Lesson:    Deutgrdnomv  JO:  11-20 

Hymn  No.  126   "Thou  didst  leave  thy  Throne" 

Organ  Keqitatiqn 

Sermon:  T'BfG  DREAMS!" 

Prayer   ano   Lord^  Fraver 

*GU0RIA  PATHt 

♦Affirmation   of   our  Faith    (Apostles1    Creed) 
Anthem:  "Thou  Wilt  Keep  Him    in  Perfect  Peace" 


•Call  to  F payer 

•Pastor:      The  Lord  be  with   you. 
•People;      And  with   thy  spirit, 
'Faster:      Let   ue   Pray. 
*Frayer  and   Frayer   Response 
Offert  ng 

Offertory  "Andante  Gantabi le"  Si mone 

Installation  of   Elders    and   Deacons 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  Mo,    ?99  "Lead   on,    0   King   Eternal" 
♦Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Fostlude        "Recess  ional11  Beebe 

_^„_^___   'Congregation   Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 
Mr.    &  Mrs,    Rqoert   TaIt  to    the   "Glory  of  God", 
Servjng  as  Ushers  today   are:      •Raymond  Covert,    John 

Redman,    Daniel   Bosko   and   Robert   Knauer. 
Mr.    &  Mrs*    Howard   Bolam  will  represent   Council   at   the 

door   today. 
Mrs.    John  Redman,    Laurel   Stauffer   and   Debbje  McBride 

will  be    in  Nursery  today. 
Hospitalized:      Mrs,    r.    L.    Richey  -  8CMH;      Mrs.    Charles 
(Eleanor)  McWilliams  -  Grove  City  Hospital* 
^^  Our  sympathy    ts   extended   to   the   Family  and   Fr tends   of 
our   old   Friend   -  Tom  Raimonoj, 
y^QDAY  -  2:00   P.M.    -  All  presidents,    or  representative 
/       of   each  organization   will  meet    in  the  UnoerCroft   TO 

J--^s  MAKE  UP  THE  MEW  CALENDAR  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR  FOR  THE 
1  VEAHGOOK*  THE  MEETJNG  IS  IMPORTANT  -  PLEASE  PLAN  TO 
^ATTEND  -  BRING  A  CALENDAR, 

TONIGHT  -  7-9  -   YOUTH   FELLOWSHIP   MEETING 
MONDAY   -   7:30  -    WOMEN'S  MARY   FRUGH    CIRCLE 

ARC  WILL  HOLD  A  ROWLING  PA&TY  ON  THE  I StH  OF  JAN. 

at   Family    Lanes   for  7:^0  sharp, 
TUES,   -   Board  Meeting  of  Women's    Fellowship   at    10:00 
THURS,    -  7:15  -  GOLDEN  CIRCLE  will   entertain   Friend- 
ship Club  of  Mental  Health  Association    in   the  Under- 
. croft,    (Regular   meeting  night  on    16  will  he   cancelled.) 

(The  address   and   telephone  for   Rev.    Link 
Telephone:      352-1  I  03 
Address  :      1 53   Keck   Road,    Sarver.    Fenna.    16055 
All  organizations    please  turn  your    reports    in  to   Bea 

Tait   as   soon   as   possible. 
We  had  such  a  good  response  last   Sunday   for    Plovers, 
onlv  March    17   and   3'    ARE   open  up    thru  June. 
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If  asked  R,  Cooper  dreams,    choir  to  sing  perfectly 
If  asked  Mrs.    Collinc   dreams,    to  use   10   talented 
ngers  to  play  organ  perfectly  in  worship  of  God 

Ask  any  person  of  cong.    Involved  in  its  work  what 
dream  is,  ft  will   tell  to  do  best  job. 
Martin  Luther  King  in  Wash,    speech  said,    "I  have  a 

dream. " 

He  not  only  one.   I  have  dream  too. 
My  dream  about  this  cong,  &  church. 
I   have  drerm  one  day   I  will   see  church  overflowing 

each   Llund  ay 
I  have  dream  majority  of  cong,    involved  in  its 
work  &  not   Just   a  few. 
I  have  dream   that  all   cong.   will   tithe  ft  give 
rightful  10#  to  the  Lord. 
I  have  dream  that  influence  of  this  church  will 
be   felt  ft  known  thruout   all   Butler  ft   County, 
ft  surrounding  areas. 

Big  Dreams?     Sure  they  are,     but  can  come  true. 

Have  u  ever  aoproached  Butler  from   Rte  8  North  or 
Rts   6B,   or   3.   Main  at  night7 
If  u  have  u  know  what  I  talking  about,  when  say 
looks  like  miniature  Xmaa  village  under  tree. 
Really  beautiful,    lites  each  house. 

Coming  in  Butler  several  tiaes,    seeing  lites  of  all 
houses  reminded  me  of  story  of  Hoses  ft  Israeli  tes 
ft  speech  to  them. 

In  minds  eye  I  looking  out  over  city  &  thinking  of 
dream   1  vision  of  Moses. 

I  thot  of  Hoses  looking  over  Butler  at  nite  &  saying 
(Test,    Deut   50:19) 

Thot  of  each  Individ,   house  ft  occupants. 
Wondered  in  mind  how  many  never  heard  of  Jesus   C. 
Wondered  how  many  go  bed   each  nite,   &  put   out  lite 
I   am  seeing,   only  to   lie  down  in  bed  after  another 
day  of  not  finding  rest   for  that  longin/r  in  hearts 

Wondered  how  many  arise  next  day  ft  search  for  peace 
that   cannot   come  except  thru  Christ. 

Wondered   how  many   these  people  never  reached,    not 
because  not  enuf  churches,   but  simply  because  effort 
*  --t  made. 

i-nlB  my  biggest  dream,   to     reach  the  unreached   of 
Butler  ft  surrounding  area. 


"Big  Dreams:" 
Deut.    30:19,    "I   call   heaven   and   earth  to   witness 

9     Inst  you  this  day,   that  I  have  set  before  you 
li±e   and  death,   blessing  and   cureie;    therefore  choose 
1  -'  *  -  that  you  and  your  descendants  may  I1v: -.  " 

In  30th  chap,    of  Deut  read  of  Moses  speaking  to   Israe] 
Standing  on  edge  of  promised  land 
Noses  at  point  where   cannot  go  over. 
He  not  permitted  to  go  with  them 
He  is  instructing  them   in  '/.hat   they  must  do. 

But  more  than  this,   is   telling  them  must  make  draws, 

cone   true 
"This  day  you  longed  for,   planned  for,   yarned  for, 
"I    cell  heaven   and   earth,    etc. 
Noses  not   just  looking;  at   Jordan  and  distant   horiaen 
but  is  looking  upon  future  hori:: a  . 
He  is  seeing  visions  not   eeen  by  them 
He  is  seeing  big  dreams,   ft  rireams   esn  become  real!' 
He  is   seeing  happiness  ft  joy  if  willing  folios  Boi 

Choice  Moses  is  offering  is  life  centered  on  God 
Nice  Mr  dream,   perhEii^s  ridiculed,   scoffed,   lsmghftd 
Caa  -jieture  some   cynical  Israelites  in  background, 
"Get"  him,  boy  talk  about  a  snow  job,   why  he  isn't 
even   going   across  A  he   telling  us   of   dreams   of   hie 

So  evidence  to   support  my  thinking,   but   if  look  at 
results  of  their  history,    could  draw  conclusion  quite 
.a  few  of  number  unwilling  to  drean  with  leader. 


M 


.6  if  fellow  going  to   <!ream. 


may  as  well   drerm 


Down  history,  aar.y  dream  6d    . 
Edison,   Beethoven  both   deaf,  yet  heard  music  beyond 
comprehension  of  others  with  good  ears. 
Luther  afflicted  with  serious  physical  illnesses, 
yet  never  stopped  froa  writing  &  telling  of  love 
of  God. 

But   each  had   dreams,    big   dreams,   ft   these   dreams 
motivated  them  ft   caused  them  to  accomplish  things 
they   did. 
Do  you  have  dreams? 
I   hope  so. 

I   am  sure  if  I  asked  what  dreams  are,   would  get 
varied  answers. 
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May  fiound  impossible,   &  many  maybe  think  is 
But  with  prayer,   with  work,    with  planning,   &  help  of 
?&   can  be  done. 
Buu  takes  viwion. 
Solomon  in  ProVerbs,    "Where  there  is  no  vision,   the 

people  perish 
it  ft  I  must  catch  the  visions  God  has   for  us. 

I  firmly  believe  God  lerding  me  this  direction  &  £his 
my  vieion 

But  must  become  vision  of  all  of  you 
For  me  to  only  have  the  visions  is  to  invite  no 
spiritual  attainment  8c   invite  stagnation. 

We  all  know  this  is  one  of  our  problems. 
It  is  no   secret  &  we  must  know  it. 
We  are  on  dead  center  &  mxx±  unable  move  rt  or  left 
It  is  task  of  not  only  me,   but  of  all  of  us  to  get 

the  momentum  going  again 

Past  Wed.    Church  Council  voted  &  approved  sending 
Pastor  &  layman  to  week  long  school  of  Evangelism  in 
Ft,,  Lauderdale,    Florida  in  May. 

This  not  vacation,  but  program  that   could  very  easily 
change  the  entire  complexion  of  this  church. 
We  need  to   all  pray  for  Pastor  &  a  layman  as  they 
endeavor  to  become  involved  in  a  vital  program   as  thi 

But  Hay,  a  few  months  away.  We  will  not  waste  these 
precious  days   awaiting  May. 

I  have   some  ideas,   &  will  implement  them  in  a  few 
months, 
"-it  again,  must   stness  a  vision  to   succeed. 

"*T  cannot  do  all  of  the  thinking  &  planning.  If  have 
any  suggestions,  please  see  me,  or  turn  into  office. 
Or  call  me  &  make  arrangements  to  consult  with  you. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me  &  let's  arrange  to  get 

together. 

Past  week  visited   sh4t-ins  with  Rev.    Cooper.      This 

enjoyable,   but  made  me  aware  of  need  for  home  visits 

This  will  do,   but  need  prayers  &  support. 

My  prayer  along  with  my  dreams  is  that  we  as  a  cong. 
as  a  people,  can  catch  the  vision  of  a  vital,  alive, 
growing,   worshiping,    God  fearing,   Bible  believing 

^rking  church  of  Jesus  Christ,   here  at  St.  Paul's. 
_->ur  prayers  daily,   added  to  mine  can  make  this  real- 
ity.  Let  us  catc&  the  vision  of  big  dreams. 

(.Text  Deut.    50;19 


"Big  Dreams;  " 

Text:    Deuteronomy  30:19, 

th  to  witness  against  you  this   day, 

choose  life,    that 


!(,       "I   call  heaven   and  earth  to  witness  against  you  this   day,    that   I   have   set 
"~    before  you  life  and  death,  blessing  and  curse;   therefore 


you  and  your  descendants  may  live."        R.S.V. 

Proverbs   ?9:18fc, 
"Where  there  is  no  vision,    the  people  perish." 

In  the  30th  chapter  ofl  Deuteronmomy  we  read  of  Moses   speaking  to 
the  Israelites.      They  are  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  promised  land.     Jloses 
has  reached  the  point  at  which  he  must   stop.      He  has  been  told  by  God  that  he 
will  not  be  permitted  to   cross  over  the  Jordan  with  them.      So  he  is  instructing 
them   in  what   they  must  do. 

But  more  than  this  he  is  telling  them  that  they  are  about  to  make 
±xsx  their  fondest  dream   com   tnre.      He  is  telling  them  in  effect;    "this  is  the 
day  all   of  you  have  longed  for,    and  planned  for  so  long  and  hard.      This  is  th# 
big  dream  about   to   come   true."     He   says,    "I   call  heaven   and   earth  to  witness 
against  you  this  day,    that   I   have   set  before  you  life  and   death,    blessing  and 
curse;   therefore  choose-  life,    that  you  and  your  descendants  may  live." 

Moses  is  looking  not  just  across  the  Jordan  to  the  land  on  the 
otherside  that   can  be  seen.     His  eyes  are  set  upon  the  future  horizen,   where 
he  can  see  their  life  feeing  lived  in     peace   and  happiness,    or  in  sorrow  and 
sadness.      He  is   seeing  a  vision  that  is  not  being  seen  by  his  people.     He  is 
seeing  big  dreams,    and  those  dreams   can  become   a  reality  for  all   of  them,   but 
only  if  they  are  willing  to   choose  to  fallow  the  Lord. 

The  choice  of  life  that  Moses  is  offering  is  to  live  the  life 
that  is   centered  upon  God.      It   is   a  nice  big  dream  that   I   am  sure  probably 
met  with  acceptance  by   some,   but  was   ridiculed  and  laughed  about  by  many 
others.      I   can  picture   some   of   the   cynical   fellows  among  these   Israelites, 
standing  in   the  background  while  roses  is  making  this   speech,    and   ooking  one 
another   and   saying,    "Get  him.      Boy  talk  about   giving  us  a   snow  job,    why  he 
isn't   even  going  across  with  us  and  he   is   telling  us  of  these  big  dreams   *f 
his,"     Now  there   is  no   evidence   to   sup-ort  my   thinking,    but  if  we  look   at 

the  results  that  are  evident  by  their  turning  from  God  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  their  history,  we  can  very  well  believe  that  there  were  quite  a 
few  of  their  number  who  were  unwilling  to   dream  with  their  leader. 


But  if  a  fellow  is  going  to  dream,  he  may      "'    dream  big, 
it  doesn't  cost  any  more..  Down  through  history  cany  men  liave  creamed  gig 
•dreams.   We  could  name  many  of  them.   Edison  and  Beethoven  were  two  men  who 
were  deaf,  and  yet  they  heard  and  made  music  beyond  the  comprehension  of 
others  with  good  ears.  Martin  Luther  was  afflicted  with  serious  physical 
illnesses,  and  yet  this  never  stopped  him  from  writing  and  telling  of  the  love 
of  God. 

But  each  one  had  dreams,  big  dreams,  and  it  was  those  dreams 
that  motivated  them  and  cause  them  to  accomplish  the  things  they  did.   Do 

you  have  dreams?  Do  you  have  big  dreams?  I  hope  so.   I  am  sure  that  if  I 

were  to  ask  any  of  you  what  your  dreams  are  I  would  get  many  answers. 

If  we  were  to  ask  Ralph  Cooper  what  his  dreams  are,  he  would  probably  teOl 

us,  "to  have  his  choir  sing  in  perfect  pitch  and  harmony.   To  sing  like  the 

very  angels  of  God,  lifting  their  hearts  and  their  voices  In  praise  to  Him." 

If  we  were  to  ask  Mrs.  Collins  what  her  dreams  "r;,  she  would  probably  tell 
us,  "to  use  her  ten  talented  fingers  to  play  the  organ  perfectly  in  helping 
to  lead  the  worship  of  God. 

Mart  Ask  any  person  of  this  cor.j  :.,..  '   who  is  involved  in 
doing  any  work  in  it  what  his  or  hei  cream  is,  and  they  will  tell  you  it 
is  to  do  the  very  best  job  they  con  at  whatever  they  are  doing.  Martin 
Luther  Jang  in  his  famous  speech  in  Vfcshington  D.C..  said,  "I  have  a  dream." 

He  is  not  the  only  one  to  have  e  dream,  for  I  have  one  too, 
My  dream  concerns  this  congregation,  and  this  church.   I  have  a  dream  that 
one  day  I  will  see  this  church  filled  to  overflowing  every  Sunday.  I  have 
a  dream  that  the  majority  of  the  congregation  will  be  involved  in  the 
work  of  this  church  and  not  just  a  handful,   I  have  a  dream  that  all  of  the 
congregation  will  be  tithing  and  giving  the  10?S  to  the  Lord  that  is  right- 
fully due  Him  from  each  of  us.   I  have  a  dream  that  the  influence  of  this 
church  will  be  felt  and  known  throughout  all  of  Butler  find  Butler  Ccunty 
and  the  aounties  adjacent  to  i±  us. 

Big  dreams?   3ure  they  are,  but  they  can  come  true.   Have  you 


-3- 
ever  approached  Butler  from  Route  8  North  at  night?  Cr  from  Route  68,  or 
South  Main  Street  at  night?  If  you  have  you  know  what  I  am  talking  about 
when  I  say  that  it  looks  like  a  miniature  village  that  should  be  placed  un&sr 
a  Christmas  tree  somewhere.   ,/ith  all  of  the  lights  twinkling  and  burning  in 
housa,  1 1       .'.  ."-j   beautiful. 

But  coming  into  Butler  several  times,  and  seeing  the  lights  of 
all  the  houses,  reminded  me  of  this  story  of  Moses  and  his  speech  to  the 
Israelites.    In  my  minds  e#e  I  was  looking  out  over  the  city  and  thinking 
of  the  dream,  of  the  vision  that  Mosrs  had3.    I  thought  of  Moses  standing 
looking  at  Butler  at  night  and  saying  to  the  city  ,  "I  call  heaven  and  earth 
to  witness  against  you  this  day,  that  I  have  set  before  you  life  and  death, 
blessing  and  curse;  therefore  choose  life,  that  you  and  your  descendants 
may  live.,"  I  thought  of  each  individual  house  and  of  its  occupants.   I 
wondered  in  my  mind  how  many  of  the  people  in  many  of  those  homes  have  never 
heard  of  Jesus  Christ.   I  wondered  how  many  of  them  go  to  bed  each  night  and 
put  out  that  light  that  I  was  seeing,  to  lie  down  to  sleep  after  another 
day  of  not  finding  what  they  had  need  of  to  satisfy  that  restless  longing  in 
their  hearts.   And  how  they  would  arise  the  next  day  to  greet  another  day, 
of  searching  for  the  peace  that  cannot  come  except  through  J3sus  Christ. 

I  wondered  how  many  of  these  people  had  never  been  reached,  not 

because  we  do  not  have  enough  churches,  but  simply  because  the  effort  has 

not  been  made. 

this  is  my  biggest  fiream,   to  reach  the  unreached  of  Butler  and 
the  surrounding  area.      It  may  souns  impossible  and  many  of  you  may  think 

it   is,   but  with  prayer,    and  planning,   and  work,    it   can  be  done..     But   it 

takes  a  vision  to  do  it,      Solomon  tells  us  in  Protrerbs,    that,      "Where  there 

is  no  vision,   the  people  perish."     You  and   I  must   catch  the  visions,    that 

Crod  has  for  us.      I  firmly  believe  that  God  ha3  been  leading  me   in  this 

direction,    and  this   is  my  vision..      But  it  must  become   the  visions  of  all   of 

you  as  well..     For  ne  to   have   the  vision  only,    is  to   invite  no  growth,   no 
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apiritual  attainment,  and  to  have  instead  stagnation.  We  all  know  that 

this  is  one  of  our  problems  here  at  this  time.   It  is  no  secret,  and  there 

_  is  no  sense  believing  that  it  ia.  We  ere  on  dead  center  and  are  unable  to 
move  right  or  left.   It  becomes  the  task  of  not  only  me,  but  the  task  of  all 

of  us  to  get  the  momentum  going  again* 

This  past  Wednesday  evening  your  elected  Church  Council  took 
what  could  very  well  be  the  most  vital  step  that  could  be  taken  in  this 
direction.   The  council  voted  and  approv  n3  the  sending  of  the  pastor  and 
a  layman  to  attend  a  week  long  school  on  Evangelism  in  Port  Lauderdale 
Florida  in  Hay.   This  program  is  one  that  has  been  used  in  churches  through- 
out the  nation,  and  is  one  that  could  change  the  entire  complexion  of  this 
church.  We  need  to  pray  for  God's  blessing  upon  the  pastor  and  a  layman  as 
they  endeavor  to  become  involved  in  a  vital  program  such  as  this. 

But  May  is  a  few  months  away,  and  so  we  are  concerned  with  the 
months  until  then.   Well,  let  me  assure  you  these  months  will  not  be  wasted 
in  just  waiting  for  the  school  seesion  in  May.   I  have  some  ideas  and  I 
intend  to  implement  a  few  in  these  next  few  months.   But  again  I  stress 
that  we  need  a  vision  in  order  to  succeed.  W^  cannot  just  let  the  pastor 
do  all  of  the  thinking  for  us,  nor  can  we  expect  him  to  haveall  of  the 
answers.   If  any  of  you  have  suggestions  that  you  would  like  to  make  to 
better  our  church  in  any  way,  please  submit  them  to  me  or  to  Bea  Tait  or 
turn  them  in  to  the  office.   If  you  would  like  to  consult  with  ae  about 
anything  that  may  improve  our  church,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me, 
and  let's  arrange  to  talk  about  it. 

This  past  T-.feek  I  spent  two  daye  with  Rev.  Cooper  serving  Com- 
munion to  the  shut-ins*   It  was  an  enjoyable  two  days,  and  in  many  respects 
made  me  more  acutely  aware  of  the  need  for  visiting  in  the  homes-.   I  intend 
to  insitgate  a  program  of  home  visitation,  and  strive  to  reach  our  members 
in  this  way.   Again,  rou  can  help  by  your  prayers,,  and  your  concern. 

Ky  prayer,  along  with  my  dreams  is  that  we  as  a  congragation  and 
as  a  people,  can  catch  the  vision  of  a  vital,  alive,  growing,  worshiping, 


-5- 

God  fearing,  Bible  believing,  working  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  here  at  St.. 

Paul's.  Your  prayers  daily  added  to  mine  can  make  this  become  a  reality* 
each 

Let  us  catch  the  vision  of  big  dreams.   "I  call  heaven  and  earth  to  wit- 
ness against  you  this  day,  that  I  have  set  before  you  life  and  death, 
blessing  and  curse;  therefore  choose  life,  that  you  and  your  descendants 

may  live. " 


Jesus   said,    "I  am   the   light   of  the  world;    he  who 
follows  me  will  not  walk  in  darkness,   but   will  have 
the  light   ofl  life. 

ST.    PAUL'S    UNI  TEL    ChL:CH   OF    - 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday   After   Epiphany  January    l_~,     ' 9T*+ 

Ur>.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
n'rs.   Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Ms.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Di hector 
Fatty   Basehore,    Greg   Bosko  -  Aco'  ■ 


O^DER   OF     OR.*  IF    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Nocturne"  Fi elc 

. i  lent   fraver 
•Processional  Hymn  Mo.    I      "Holy,    Holy,    Hcly!" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Most  Holy   and  Merciful 
Father,    we   acknowledge  anc   confess   before  thee; 

OUR    SINFUL     NATURE  PRONE     TO     EVIL     AND     SLOTHFUL     IN 

GOOD;      AND     ALL    OUR  SHORTCOMINGS     ANC     OFFENSES,         THOU 

ALONE     TOO-FST     HO'"  OFTEN    WE     HAVE     BINNED!      IN     l"A«DER!NG 

FROM     THV     '"AYS!      IN  WASTING     THY     GIFTS;       IN     KOBCETllNB 

thy  love.   Rut  thou,  0  Lord,  have  pity  upon  us;  who 

ARE    ASHAMED    AW    SQRRY    FOB    ALL    "'HEBE  IN    '»'E    HAVE    DISPLEASED 

thfe.      Teach  us  to   hate   our   errohs;   cleanse  us   froi.- 
SECf'FT   faults;    and   forgive  our    sins   for  the  sake  of   thy 
dear  Son.      And  0  most   holy   and   loving  Father;   help  us 
kje   beseech  the:    to   live    in   thy   light   and   >»alk    in  thy 

ways;  ACCORDING  TO  THE  COMMANDMENTS  OF  JeSUS  CHRIST 

our  Lord.   Amen, n 
•Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  ano  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Fr« ISE 

•Fastor:      '0   Lord  open   our   lips. 

•People:     And   our  mouth  shall  show   forth  thy   praise. 
♦DdkoLogy        No.    55' 
Scriptuhe   Lesson:  Psalm      115 

Hymn  No.    H76       "Come,    thou   Fount   of   every   blessing" 
Organ  Wed  1 tati on 
Sermon:  "SHO*  ME!" 

Prayer    anc    Lord*s    Pray    ■ 

•iXori  a  Patp  1 

FIRMAT10N    OF     JUR    Faith     (ApuSTLeS1     Creed) 

Anthem:  IfGoo   !io   Lo'  irlo"  Stainf.r 


•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

•People:   And  w  1  th  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:   Let  us  Fray. 

'FRtVE-p      ANT      FtAYER     RESPONSE 

Offer i ng 

Offertory  "Offerto i re"  Martin 

•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   282   "Faith   of  our   Fathers!" 
•Benediction  and  Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Fostlupe  "Pontifioale"  Higgins 

-—-————*  Congregation  Standing  -.  —  —  ——-  — 
The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   9V 

Mr,    a  Mrs.    Raymond  Covert    in   memory   of   "Grandparents". 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are;   •Mont  MacKjhnev,    jteve 

VaRGQ,  '-VaLLY  FEDEft  AND  CHARLES  PeNAR. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.    Harry   Fry  -ill   represent  Council  at 

the  DOOR  TODAY. 

•y-  u.-r,,-,.,  ,  -,r-„-      Mrs,    R.    L.    Richey   and  Mr.    Paul  Harper 

"~T*prraj        MRS.    CHARLES    '  -C1"'!  ll  1  ams    -    FJashline   Hosp. 

Nursery   will   be  provided   -ofay   ^v  Mrs,    Barbara  Vargq 

a*k    Karen  Kennedy. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  ws    181. 
Thurs.    -    10:30  -  Vary  Martha   Circle   -   Annual  Tureen 

Luncheon   at   the  home  of  Mrs.    Sandy   Shepfeck. 
Monday  -  7:0n  -  Church   and  Ministry  and  Officers  will 

meet    to   set  up  Committees   for   yearbook. 

_j_    '-F     EXTEND    OUR    SYMPATHY    TO     FAMILY     AND    FbIENDS     )f 

j^     Harry   '  eeter. 

Friday  -  7:00  sharp  -  The  ARC  will  hold   a   bowling 

party   at   Family   Lanes. 
Reception   for  Rev.    and  Mrs.    Ralph   Link   and   Family 
poll™  1  nt   the   -jervice  this  morning   in  the  Under- 
croft.     Everyone    is    invited   to  come  and  »'elcome 
...-     TO   OUR    Church   -   >«E    are    glad    they    are    here. 
The    Congregational    Dinner    is    set    fur    Fe9rliary    3rd, 
at  5:^.      We  expect   a   good  attendance   since   all  the 

BIG    FOOTBALL    GAMES    -ILL     BE     OVER.        THE    YEARBOOKS    "'ILL 

BE     GIVEN     JUT     AT     THIS     TIME     AND     THERE    '"ILL    BE     A     SHORT 
BUSINESS     MEETING     TO     GO     OVER     THE     BOOK,         OTHER 
6UPRI3EB    ARE     IN    ST.iRE    -    SO    COME    OUT    AND    FELLOWSHIP 
■MTH    THE     OTHERS     FROM     YOUR     CHURCH. 

ielcoae  all  visitors;    sign  book -A"*?*'  /r¥faT 

)11  not  greet  this  Al'i  after  ben,   have  fcap'    tans. 


man   cannot  create  from   scratch  like  Sod 
'ird   chap  3xodus  commissioning  of  Moses  by  God 
'     pes  asks   Cod,    "If  I   come  to  fctje  people  of  Israel 

say   to   them,    "The  God  of  your  fathers  has  sent 
me  to  you,'    and  they   ask  me,    'What   is  H£a  name?' 
whet   shall   T   S3y  to   thera?" 

MC.     a  is  asking,    WHo  are  you  »6d? 
Go9  answers,    "I  am  who   I  am." 
By   stating  I   AM,   God  lenves  no   room  for  doubt  who 

He  is  the  onni Potent,    all  powerful 
Supreme  bein^  to   end   ell    supreme  beings. 
He  tells  Hoses,    "Tell  my  neople  that  I   nra  has  sent 
you   to   them. " 

This   implies  the   authority  not  to  be  rueetioned. 
I   AH   ernif  of  answer  for  people. 
This  who   God   is,    THE   I   AH. 
The   AIL  IN  AIL,    Jod    ■■   creator  In   full    author  ft  maj 
esty.      The  authority  over  all  ft  in  all. 
This  may  not   answer-/- 11   quest,  tut  partial  explan 
,„   to   anyone   say   SnOw  Me. 

What  is  God.  ' 

'/hen  God  gave  commands  Moses  ssid,    "I  am  the  lord 
your  "od,"  went  on  to  say   jenloue  God,   A  not  have 
other  Gods  before  Him. 
Does  not  vant  us  to   share   allegiance   with  us 
.'ante  us  love  Him,   serve  *TIm,    worship  Him. only 

Deut  6:4  &  5,   Orthotlix  Jewish  prayer  SHerna, 
Hear  0  Israel,    the  Lord  our  Cod   is  one  Lord!    and  you 
shall  leve  the  Lord  your  God  with  ell   your  heart, 
and   with     "      your  soul,    and  with  all  your  might," 
i     haps  we  recog  as  new  command  given  J  a  in  IT 
In  any  event   i>rayer  remind  worshiper  «ha1    ~od  is, 
and   what  duty    to    '¥.ia    Ic. 

I  personally  not  believe  many  repetit  prayers, 
have  tendency  become  lip  service,  nintfs  off  I'lficil:.  i-i 
Vhat  do  tonlte,    is  roast  burn,   what  ve»r  afternoon 
i^ot  worship,   merely  robot  or  automaton, 

Jews  had  good  idea  v/ith  prayer,    if  prayed   sincerely 
&  earnestly  can  heir  over  r  god3,    like  money 

greed,    selfishness,    envy,   cars,   stocks,   bonds  etc. 
Many  node   can   creep   In   if  aot   i         fl  1 

.Tf    laid  God   spirit,   they  vforehj    .  i    irlt 

.  jt  only  what  God,   but  how  come  to  Him.        &  truth 

Can  only  have   oonsoalOK   sltl    Sod  when  In  hcrmony 


"Show  MeJ  " 

TexJ      Psalm  115:2, 

"Why   should   the  nations   say,    "Where   is  our   'Jod? '  " 

Hif     uri    license   plates,    "Show  me   state." 
People  supposedly  unbleieving,  must  see  to  believe. 
'Questionable,   whether  true  or  not 
People  froiji  Missouri, no  more  unbelieving  than  other 
states,    nations,    or  people  biblical   times. 

115th  Psalm  David's  answer  to  unbelief  0*  his  day. 
Surrounding  nations  pagan  and  unbelieving 
Text   above. 
Show  me  your  God.      Let  me  see  so  I   can  believe. 
People  today  asking  same  thing 
peop  want   answers,   want   croof 
no   longer   can   pass  off  serious   quest,    with   out 
dated,    outmoded   answer  God   is   in  heaven. 
Bavid  did  thi3,   ft  I   sure  peop  of  Ms  day  wanted 
further  proof. 
We  live  age  of  enlightenmen-t,   no   longer   able 
satisfy  3S  answers. 
Peop  want   to  know. 

7  or  8  yrs  God  is  dead  controversy         is 
Butler  Businessmen  billboard,    Our  God   alive   sorry  xmi 
about  yours. 
traveled  Mercer  naster   Sua.    church  bulletingboard 
"God  is  alive   today." 

If  theory  did  noth  else,   made  peop   aware  those 
standing  sidelines  saying,   Show  Me,   let  me   see  Go 

Ea     y  church  fathers   to  overcome  ft  counteract  doubts, 
misgivings,    heresies,   formulated  Apost  ft  Hicene   Creeds 
Each   Sunday  repeat   words,    I  believe  in   God   ?„ther 
Almighty  maker  of  heaven  and  earth. 
This  affirm   should   enable  us  answer  quest,    exist   of 
should  be    qble   defend  belief  Go* 

Naturally  not   able   answer  all  quest,   but   can   come 
up  with  pretty   good   answers   Who  God,    What   God, 
..here  God,   when   someone   say,    3i,ow  Me. 

Who  is  God   asked  by  man  since   creation 

n   always   worshiped   something,    someone    as   creator 
Most  pagan  rel.   worship  many  gods. 
I    lian  and  Jew  worship  one  God 

in  Gen.    read,   In  beg.   God  crested  heuven  &  earth. 
This  show  God   creator 

God   create  from  nothing,   man  cannot,   must  take 
existing  0iemen.r,'B  £  aixes  ± 


4/      ~ 
Does    all  this  prove   where  God  Is? 
Does  all  this  prove  Who  He  is? 
;     >8  all   of  this  prove  what  He   is? 

Of   course  not.  ,    ^         ■_  * 

The  real  importance   Ilea  in  not  who,   what  ft  where  of 
<~    i,   but  the   question,    "Do  I  know  Hint?" 

All   auestions  answered  someday  when  we  go  to  be  with 

Him 
But  in  meantime,   He  as  near  as  breath 
Vfe   can  take  Him  with  us  whereever  we  go,  but  must 
want  him  in  our  lives  before  this  is  possible. 

The  only  way   to  answer  the   question  of  Show  Me,   is  by 
our  individual  lives. 

It  all  comes  down  to  the  simple  fact  of, 

"Can  anyone  see  God  in  me? 
And  this  is   question  all  must   ask  of  selves  personally 
as  we  look  to  God  and  say  to  Him,    "Show  Me  Lord,   that 
You  are  in  me,    and  let  me   show  You  to  others. 


Cannot  be  of  tinllki      pirit   :;   be  in  touch  -'' 

Cannot  be  evil        expect  blessing 

;.    try  be   righted  ::    '      ire,   then   can  come   to  God 
e   come  to  us 
>'hen  man  strives  do   id's  will,   than  mnii   cpn  meet  God 
God  knows  we   sinful  by   nature,    I  not  perfect   as  He 
T,p  try  be  right,    can  have   communion  A  Bgwwith  ue 

Gtovy  Nancy  small  girl,      out  walk,   nifibt  lock  at   etsrd 
"Vint  with  one   little  finger,    "IS   Qo3  up  U  ere?" 
How  tell   5,5  yr  old  In  words  ae>    she  understand? 
Dried  tell   simply,    Gtod   in  here,   heErt, 
Eyes  big,    "Is  Hs  really  Daddy?" 
Had   tell   her  cannot   see  but   dwells   in  m  more   than 

"o,  question  where  God,    Ee  here  In   town  ^ 

fn  this  church,.  &  in  us. 
Maybe  shock  find  God  in  fome  peop  we  know,   perhaps 
can  "  i      eel    if  we  look  for  Hia  not 

Peop  08  time  wanted  know  bout   God 
laey    aket   I         .'(■:■  if  see  r-:'  .        a    ',■'. 
This  may  been  consolation  those  people,  but   what  of 
millions  before,   or  millions  after  have  not   seen  Je 
To  believe  unseen  very  difficult   to   say   1    ast. 
this  what   call  faith. 

This  what   asked  believe,    believe  in  God. 
'ile  accept  this  many  areas  of  our  lives 
Can   any  tell  me  what  electricity  looka  like?&  Is  it 
really  In  wires  heat  water,   light   11  tea,   cook  food? 
Of  course  can't,  but  *oes  that  mean  not  there? 
Just  grab  bare   wire  &  find  out. 
To  explain  is   impossible.      So   '-ith  God 
.There  He  ie  not   all  that  important. 
Important   thing  is  we   believe. 

Russian   cosmonauts  returned  orbiting,   no  see  God 

Col  John  Glenn  on  orderliness  of  space,    "Could  all   of 
this  h--ve   just  happened?     Was  this  an   accident  that 
someone  tossed  up  a  bunch  of  flotsam  and   jetsam,   and 
it  suddenly  started  mal'-j  these  orbits  of  its  own 
accord?     I   cannot  believe  that   Is  true.      I   think  this 
is  a  definite  nlan.      This  is  one  big  thing  In  apace 
that   shows  me  there  is   a  God,   some  power  that  put   all 
of  this  Into  orbit   and  keens  it  there.      It  wasn't 
just  an  accident." 

He  doesn't  say  he  met  God  up  there, 
"or  does  he  say  he  saw  Him. 
But   he  implies  in  all   this  he   saw  hand  of  God  in 
sunrises  ft  sunsets,   looking  at   earth  from  vantage 
In  space.      This  diff.  between  believe  and  unbeliev 
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"Show  Mel " 
Text:  Psalm  115;2,  "Why  should  the  nations  say,  'Where  is  our  God? ' " 

Perhaps  you  may  have  seen  the  license  plates  of  cars  from  Missouri 
and  may  have  noticed  the  slogan,  "The  show  me  state."  People  from  this  state 
are  supposedly  more  unbelieving  and  must  be  shown  before  belief  sets  in. 
Whether  this  is  true  or  not  is  questionable.   But  the  People  from  Missouri 
are  no  different  than  the  people  of  any  other  state,  or  of  any  other  nation, 
nor  are  any  of  us  any  different  than  the  people  of  biblical  times  when  it 
comes  to  unbelief. 

In  the  115th  Psalm  we  read  of  David's  answer  to  the  unbelief  of  his 
day.  The  nations  surrounding  Ixx  the  Israelites  were  pagan  nations  and  they 
must  have  nuestioned  the  existence  of  God  many  times  in  many  different  wa^s. 
Thus  David  asks  the  question,  "Why  should  the  nations  say,  'Where  is  their 
God?"'   In  other  words  they  are  saying  Show  me  your  God.   Let  me  see  Him  so 
I  may  believe.  " 

People  today  are  asking  the  same  questions.   We  are  living  in  an  age 
of  acute  scepticism.   People  want  answers.   People  want  proof  for  things. 
No  longer  can  we  pops  off  serious  question*  with  an  outdated  and  outmoded 
answer  such  as  God  is  in  heaven,  and  expect  people  to  swallow  this  with  no 
other  questions.   David  answered  this  way,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  people  of 
his  day  asked  for  further  proof  as  well.   This  is  an  age  of  enlightenment 
and  no  longer  may  we  satisfy  the  curoius  with  Sunday  School  answers.   People 
want  to  know. 

About  7  or  8  years  ago  the  church  and  church  people  were  involved  in 
the  God  is  Dead  controversy.   Along  about  that  time  the  Btttler  Businessmen 
had  a  billboard  that  proclrimed,  "Cur  C-ov.   if-  alive,  r.crry  about  yours-.  " 
Perhaps  some  of  you  remember  it,   I  can  recall  traveling  to  Here  ■_•  on  an 
Easter  Sunday,  and  seeing  on  a  churcl;  bulletin  board  the  words,."God  is  Alive 
Today."  If  this  theory  did  nothing  eiae*  it  made  people  aware  that  there 
are  those  who  are  standing  on  the  sidelines  ssying,  "Show  me,  let  me  see 

year  Gost. " 

nhe  early  church  fathers  in  order  to  overcome  the  serious  doubts 
and  misgivings  of  those   outside    the      church  as  well   as  to   connteract   the 
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heresies  within  the  church,,  formulated  the  Apostles  and  the  Nicene  Crwc  . 

Eaeh  Sunday  wa  repeat  the  words,  "I  believe  in  God  the  ?ather  Almighty, 

maker  of  heaven  and  Earth,"  Being  able  to  make  this  affirmation,  should 

enable  any  of  us  to  be  able  to  answer  serious  questioning  of  the  existence 

of  God,   And  indeed  we  should  be  able  to  defend  our  belief. 

Naturally  we  cannot  answer  all  questions  in  this  realm,  but  we 

can  come  up  with  some  pretty  food  answers  as  to  Who  G-od  is,  What  God  is, 

and  where  He  is,  when  someone  xasks  says,  "Show  Me." 

Who  is  God  has  been  asked  by  man  since  the  dawn  of  creation. 
Kan  has  always  worshiped  something  or  someone  as  the  ruler  of  the  universe 

and  as  the  creator  of  everything.   Host  pagan  religions  have  many  gods 

which  they  worship  and  many  are  cruel  and  uniting.   But  the  Christian  and 

the  Jew  x±±ki  are  alike  in  the  respect  that  we  believe  in  one  God.   We 

read  in  Genesis,  "In  the  beginning,  God  created  heaven  and  earth."  Then 

follows  the  remainder  of  the  creation  story.   We  know  from  this  that  God  is 

a  creator.   In  this  realm  we  can  separate  God  and  man,  for  God  can  create 

out  of  nothing,  and  man  can  only  take  the  elements  and  chemicals  that  are 

already  in  existence  and  from  this  make  something.  Man  cannot  create  from 

scratch  as  God  can. 

In  the  3rd  chapter  of  Exodus,  we  read  of  the  commissioning  of 

Moses,  by  God  to  lead  the  people  to  the  promised  land.  Moses  questions 
God  ans  says,  "If  I  come  to  the  people  of  Israel  and  say  to  them,  'The  God 
of  your  fathers  has  sent  me  to  you,1  and  they  ask  me,  'What  id  his  name?' 
what  shall  I  say  to  them??"  In  other  words  Moses  is  asking,  "Who  are  you 
God?"  And  God  answers,  "I  am  who  I  am."  By  stating  that  He  is  the  I  Am, 
God  leaves  no  reom  for  doubt  as  to  who  He  is.   He  is  tha  omni^otant,  the 
all  powerful,  the  supreme  being  to  end  all  supreme  beings.   He  tells  Moses, 
"Tell  my  oeople  that  I  am  has  sent  you  to  them. "  This  implies  that  the 
authority  is  not  to  be  questioned.   T^at  I  Am  should  be  enough  of  an 
answer  to  these  ueople.   This  is  wha  God  is,  He  is  the  I  Am.   He  is  the 

all  in  all.   The  God  and  creator  in  full  authority  and  majesty. 


-3- 
'ine   authority  over  all   and  in  all.      Now  this  nay  not   answer  all  of  the 
questions  or  doubts  about  Who  God  is,   but  it  is   at  least  a  partial   ex- 
planation we   can  share  with  anyone  who   say,    "Show  Me." 

What  is  God?     When  He  gave  the   coram andments  to  Moses,   He  said, 
"I  am  the  Lord  your  God,"  and  He  went  on  to  say  that  He  was  a  jealous  God, 

and  we   are  to  have  no  other  God's  before  Him.      He  does  not  want   to   share  ua 
with  any   other  allegiance.      He  wants  us  to  love   Him  to   honor  Him   and  to 
worship  Him,    and  rightly  so, 

In  Deuteronomy  6:4  &  5  we  find  recorded  a  prayer  that  is  used 
daily  by  the  Orthodox  Jews.      "Kcar  0  isreal  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord; 
and  you  shall  love  the  Dord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,   and  with  all  your 
soul   and  with  all  your  might."     Perhaps  we  recognize  this  a3  the  new  command- 
ment that  Jesus  gave  in  the  New  Testament.      But   in  any  event  this   prayer 
is  to   remind  the  worshiper  ifexfc  what   God  is,    and  what   his  duty  to   him  is. 

I  per  tonally  do  not  believe  in  too  many  repetitious  prayers, 
because   a  steady  remtition  becomes  merely  a  habit.      A  mere   lip  service, 
while  our  minds  have  drifted  off  somewhere  or  someplace   else,      Perhaps  we 
begin  to  think  what  we  are  going  to  do  tonight,   or  whether  the  roast  is 
burning  in  the  oven   at  home,    or  wh-.t   shall   I  do  this  afternoon.      This  type 
of  thing  then  ceases  to  be  worship   and  merely  becomes   something  done  like 
a  robot  or  an  automaton, 

I  think  the  Jews  had  a  very  good  idea  with  this  prayer  and f 

if  it   is   prayed   sincerely   and   earnestly,    can  help  us  to   overcome   the  other 
gods  that   can   creep   into  our  lives.      The  gods  of  money,    of  creed,    of   self- 
ishness,   of  envy  of  others,    gods  of  cars,   or  houses,   or  prestige  or  what 
have  you.      There   are  many  gods  that    can  come   into  our  lives  if  we   are  atot 
careful. 

Jesus   said,    "God   is  a  spirit   and  they  who  worship  Him*  must 
worship  Him  in  soirit  and  in  truth."       He  is  tellling  us  not  only  what  God 
is,   but   how  we  must    come  to   Him.      We   can  only  have   communion  with  God,    when 
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we  are  in  harmony  with  Him.   ',,'e  cannot  be  of  an  unlike  spirit  and  be  in 

touch  with  Him.   We  cannot  be  evil  and  expect  His  blessing.  We  must  try 

to  be  righteous  and  pure,  and  then  we  can  come  to  God  and  He  will  come  to  us. 

When  man  strives  to  do  God's  will,  then  man  can  meet  God.   God  knows  thatw 

we  are  sinful  by  nature  and  cannot  be  perfect  as  He  is.   But  if  we  try  to 
be  right,  we  can  have  communion  with  Sod  and  He  with  us. 

When  Nancy  was  a  small  girl,  we  were  walking  arounfl  the  yard  in 

Renfrew  one  night,   T^e  night  was  one  of  those  beautiful  summer  nights,  wh« 

where  the  sky  was  full  of  stars,  and  we  \  ere  looking  at  them.   She  asked  me 

in  that  simple  and  endearing  way  as  only  children  can,  "Daddy,  is  God  really 

up  there?,  as  she  pointed  with  one  of  her  litttle  fingers.   How  do  you  tell 

a  5  or  6  year  old  child  in  words  he  or  she  can  understand  where  God  is? 

I  tried  to  tell  her  as  simply  as  possible  that  God  is  here,  in  your  heart. 

She  looked  at  me  and  her  got  real  big  and  she  said,  "Is  he  really  Daddy?!? 

Well,  I  had  to  tell  her  that  we  could  not  really  see  Him,  but  He  dwells  in 
us  more  than  He  does  in  the  sky.   To  the  question  where  is  God?  we  can  and- 

swer  that  he  is  here  in  this  town.   He  is  here  this  morning,  and  He.  is  here 

in  us.   Now  this  may  come  as  xs  a  shock  because  maybe  we  cannot  picture  God 

as  dwelling  in  some  people  we  know,  and  perhaps  He  isn't.   But  He  can  be 

seen  if  we  look  for  Him. 

Ehe  people  of  Jesus'  time  wanted  to  know  about  God,   They  asked 

Him,  and  He  answered  that  if  they  saw  Him,  they  had  seen  God,  because  He  and 

the  Father  were  one.   This  may  have  been  some  consolation  for  those  people, 

Jesus 
but  what  of  the  millions  who  kmxw   lived  before  Jesus  and  never  saw  $bx,  and 

the  millions  who  have  lived  since,  and  never  saw  Him?   To  believe  in  some- 
thing you  have  never  seen  is  very  difficult  to  say  the  least.   This  is  what 
we  call  faith.   'his  is  what  we  are  asked  to  believe  when  we  believe  in  God. 
Yet  we  accept  this  type  of  belief  in  many  areas  of  our  lives.   Can  any  of 
you  tell  me  what  electricity  looks  like,  and  if  it  is  really  in  wires  that 
light  lights,  and  heat  water,  and  cook  fodd?  Of  course  you  can't,  but  does 
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that  mean  it  is  not   there?     Just   grab   a  bare  wire    and  find  out.      But   to   ex- 
plain it  is  impossible.      So  it  is  with  G-od.      Where  He  is  is  not  all  that 
important.      The  important  thing  is  that  we  believe  in  Him, 

When  one  of  the   Russian  cosmonauts  returned  from  orbiting  the 
earth,   he  said  that  he  had  not  seen  God  up  there.      Col.   John  Glenn  sixtHBtx 

commenting  upon  the  orderliness  of  space  said,    "Could  all  of  this  have  just 

happened?     Was  this  an  accident  that  someone  tossed  up  a  bunch  of  flotsam 

and  jetsom,    and  it   suddenly  started  making  these  orbits  of  its  own  accord? 

I   cannot  believe   that's  really  true.      I   think  this  was  a  definite   plan. 

This  is  one  big  thing  in  space  that   shows  me  there  is   a  God,    some  power 

that  put  all  of  this  into  orbit   and  keep*  it;  there.      It  wasn't   just  an 

accident. " 

Now  he  doesn't  say  that  he  met  G-od  up  there.   Nor  does  he  say 
that  he  saw  Him.   But  he  does  imply  in  all  of  thid  that  he  saw  the  hand  of 
G-od  in  the  stars,  in  the  sunrises  and  the  sunsets,  and  looking  at  earth 

from  his  vantage  point  in  space.   This  is  the  difference  between  a  be- 
liever and  a  non-believer. 

Does  all  ofvthis  prove  where  God  is?  Does  it  prove  what  He  is? 
Does  it  prove  who  He  is?  Of  course  not.   The  real  importance  lies,  not  in 

the  who,  what  and  where  of  God,  but  in  thecquestion,  "Do  I  know  Him?" 

All  of  our  questions  concerning  Him  will  be  answered  someday,  when  we  each 

go  to  be  with  Him.   But  in  the  meantime  He  is  as  near  as  our  next  breath. 

We  can  take  Him  with  us  wherever  we  go,  but  we  must  want  Him  in  our  lives 

before  this  is  possible. 

The  only  way  to  answer  the  question  of  "S^ow  Me,"  is  by  our 

individual  lives.   It  all  comes  down  to  the  simple  fact  of,  "Can  anyone  see 
God  in  me?"  And  this  is  the  question  we-  must  ask  of  ourselves,  personally, 

as  we  look  to  God  and  say  to  Him,  "Show  Me,  Lord,  that  you  are  in  me,  and  let 

athsxs  me  show  You  to  others.   Let  us  pray. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,,    Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday   After  Epiphany  January  ?0p    197!* 

Rev*    Ralph   C.    Link,    Fastor 
Mrb.   Velma   Collins,    Organtst 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Bill  Patterson,    Steve   Rasehore,    -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   1  I :OQ  A.M. 

Prelude!        "Prelude   in   E-Flat  Minor"  Bach 

Si  lent  Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  No.   21    "Joyful,    joyful,   we  adore  Thee" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*£*HQRTfiTI ON 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  and  Most  Merciful 
Father,  from  whom  cometh  down  -ever*  good  and  perfect 
gift;  we  yield  thee  praise  and  thanks  for  all  thy 
mercies.   Thy  goodness  hath  created  us;  thy  bounty 

HATH    SUSTAINED     US;     THY     FATHERLY     DlSClpLtNE    HATH 
CHASTENED     ANO    CORRECTED     US  I     THY     PATIENCE     HATH    BORNE 
WITH    US!     THY     LOVE     HATH    REDEEMED    US.         GtVE    US    A 
HEART     TO     LOVE    AND     SERVE     THEE,      AND     ENABLE    US    TO    SHOW 
OUR    TH»NKFULNESB     rgR     ALL    THE    GOODNESS     AND    MERCY    THOU 
HAST     CONFERRED     BY    GtVlNG     UP    OURSELVES     TO     THY    SEfJVlCE, 
AND     CHEERFULLY     SUBMITTING      1 N    ALL     THINGS     TO     THY 
BLESSED    W'1LL,        AmeN,  fl 

*Kyr i e   (Cho ir,  Cqngregat ! on  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Prai se 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

*People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise* 
*DoxqLtgv   No*  55f 

Scripture  Lesson:    Mark  1 1 35^5 

Hymn  No.  26l    "Before  the  cross  of  Jesus" 

Organ  Meoitati sm 

Sermon:  "MR.  CLEAN!1' 

PfSAVER    AND     t_QRD*S     PRAYER 

•Gloria  Patri 

•Affirmation   of   our  Faith    (Apostles1    Creed) 
Anthem;  "Savior,    Like  A  Shepherd"     Women's   Chorus 


"Call  to   Prayer 

*Pastq«:      The  Loro  be  i'-ith  vou. 
*People  -     And  with  thy   spirit* 
•Pastor:      Let   us   Prav* 
•Praver  a«d  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory       "Gffertoi re"  Behr 

•Hymn   of   Dedication  No.    271    "0  Jesus,    (    have  promised* 
•Benediction  ano   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pqstlude:  "FoSTLuDutM"  Nqrdman 

*CongreGation   Stand l ng 
The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been  placed 
by  Mr.   &  Mrs.   Nicholas   Nohach    in  memory  of 
"Coved  Ones". 
Serving   as   Ushers   today:      *Paul   Riemer,    Daryl  Tait, 

John  Dreher,    Gary  Penap* 
Mr.   &  Urs.   Ralph  Wjllean  will   represent  Council  at 

the  door   today. 
Nursery  will  se   pro VI dec   today   &v  Mrs,    Raymond 

Covert   and   Paula   Stephenson. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   2?6, 
Monday   -  7:30  -   FIDELITY   BIBLE  CLASS 
^^   Hospitalized:     Mrs.   R.    L.   Richey-1+23;  Mr.   Paul 
j^  o^Hahper-1***;   Mr,   Raymond  Mi  ller-^H,   Mrs.    Betty 
Filson-359:  Mrs.   Mary  Jane  Weisenstein-567  " 

* (bagy   girl),     M*4       4fe77n**tf/ 

The. Somen's   Fellowship   are  still   tn  need  of 
f^^        plastic  lids   from  Maxwell  House  Coffee    {any  size). 

-    ./If  YOU  HAVE  ANY  VASES  YOU  DQNlT  NEED  ANYMORE  - 
W*-M    THEY  ARE  NEEDED  AT  THE  BUTLER  HoSPrTAL.   ¥qu  MAY 

1   LEAVE  THEM  ON  THE  COUNTER  IN  THE  KITCHEN  ANO  THEV 
"•  WILL  BE  TAKEN  CARE  OF. 

<  RESERVE  -  Feb.   3,   -  Congregational   Dinner  -  50°"" 
THE    YEARBOOK'S   will   be    given   out   at    this    meeting. 

Come  out  and  fellowship  with  others   frc-m  our 
Church. 

/We  welcome  those  visiting  with  us   today.  Please 

sign  the  guest   register  on  the   left  side  of   the 
""**•       Sanctuary, 

) 
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Naaman  goes  back   to   Slisha  ft  says   5:15 
t"ies   to   give  presents 

jt  iiitM  Elisha   says  3:16 
And  Naaman   tries   to   insist 

So  Kaaman  asks  for  2  oulee  burden  of  earth  5:17 

H     Jroniees  will  not  worship  other  god  except  God  of 

Israel 
When  worships  Rimmon  will  only  be   lip  service. 

It  was  believed   to  worship  God,   must   worship  on   soil 

of  Israel. 

So   actually  would  be  ON  tH8  SOIL  OP  ISRAEL 

Naaman  left  Syria,    diseased,   worried  about  station  of 
life,    'ibout   all   of   things  nay   come   to   pass   if   disease* 

Camw  to  Israel  seeking  miracle 
instead  received  injunction  ta  do  something  seemed 
foolish. 
Expected   words  be   said   over   him,    instead  wasxangered 

1.  that   prophet   did  not  come  personally 

2.  told  to  do  childiBh   almost  ridiculans  thing 

But  when  listened  words  of  his   servant,  &  took  necess 
steps,   was  healed 

iBn't  this   required  of  you  &  me? 
No   substitute  for  old   river  Jordan 
Modern  man   looks    at  hot   springs  many   parts  world, 
Many  go  Lourdea  Prance,   mnny   others   shrine   Canada 
All   seek  healing  some   find,   many   do  not. 

Naaman    conquered  pride,    stifled  vanity 
&  proud   soldier  he  was   went  ft   dipped  in  Jordan  & 

'T    ■   flesh  was   reaored  like   the   flesh  of   a  little 
c.ild,    and  he   was   clean." 

Still  pride  #  vanity  keeps  modem  Kaaman  from  blessing' 
received   by   ancient   Syrian 
If  we  can  forget   .iride,   >¥.  vanity,  A  put  of  intelloctu 
attitudes,   ft  critical  looks  at  church,   ft  ro  down  into! 
stream   of  life  giving  gift  of  God,   then  our  flesh 
can  indeed  be  restored  like   that  of  a  little   child, ■ 
&  we   can  become   clean. 

If  each  week  bathe  souls  inw  worship  of  God 
Dip  into  Ood'a  word,    The  Bible 
spend  honest   tine   dipping  into   fervent   prayer, 
then  miracle  can  happen  for  us  as  ior  Naaman 
V*.    tell   criminal   to  come  clesn.     perhaps  as  Xpians 
to  walk   dally  should   say  make   clean  breast  of'  it,  & 
God  will  make   clesn. 


"Mr.    CleanJ  « 

Tf   t:   II  Kings  5:14, 

"So  he  went  down   and   dipped   himself  seven   times  in 
the  Jordan  according  to  the  word  of   the  man  of  Bod; 
and  hia  flesh  was  restored   like  the  flesh  of  a  little 
c*      d,    and  he   was   clean.  " 

Naaman   commander  of  Syrian   army   of  Zing   Aram 
Very  courageous,   held  high  eateem  by  king 
Thru  valor  4  courage  Syria  won  over  enemies 
One   thing  wron  Kaaman,    he   was   leper 
To  be  leper  hindrance,    &  set  nerson   apart 
automatically  vat   off   from   others 
Naaman   concerned  with  his  disease 

Syrian   army  captured  Jewish  girl   in  taid  on  Is.    villaj 
She  was  servant  of  Naaman  wife 
In   conversation   said   5:3 

Naanan  wife   told   him,    he   tells  king 
king  says,    "Go,    and  I  will  send  letter  king  of  Israel 

Naaman  goes,    takes  presents  5: §5   about  130, ooo  dollars 
presents   letter  to  king, 
letter  read  5:6 

King  displeased  with  letter  5:7 
king  looked  upon   as  divine,   worker  of  miracles 

Fortunately   Eli  aha  heard  of  kings  dismay- 
Sends  message   to  king  and   inquires  why  he  upset, 

Says,    "send  to  me,    that   he  may  know  crochet  in  Is. 
,  5:8 

»     jjans  drives  up  to  door  Elisha  with  servants  4  char, 
Elisha  does  not   come  out,    sends   servant. 
Servant  tells  Naaman,    5:10 
Ilaaman  angry  because   sefvant  4  not  Elisha  5:11,12 

Saying,   Are  not  Damascus  rivers  as  good  as  Jordan?        I 
ancient   story  Mohammed   ss  youth  went   Damascus  in 
caravan. 

Game  to  summit   of  Southern  hills.  i 

Saw  view  of  oasiB  of  Damascus,   orchards,   blossoms. 
Wrapped  face   in  mantle,    turned   away,    said,    "Man  may 
enter   only  1   paradise  ft  that  Tiara,,    above."  , 

Arabs   called   Damas,    oasiB    "The   garden  of  the   world." 

i 

!•-  Joan   in   rage   because    of   treatment  by   Elisha 
Servant  explains,    5:13 
5:14 
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Naaman   came  to   Israel   seeking  cleansing  &  found  it. 
F-   stepped  into  Jordan   a  diseased  man  8t  stepped  out 
original   Mr.    Glean, 

HP-  ^IMSXKIiajOilHSXIHXSsOEXIISOI 

Invitation  for   any  not   sure  of  relationship  with 
Christ   to   see  me   in  office   after  church, 

Will  be  glad   to   speak  to   anyone   about   this 

Let  us   come   to  the   river  Jordan  which  is  Christ, 
and   seek  this   cleansing  in  our  lives. 
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:■.    Glean!" 

Text:  II  Kings  5:1^1  "So  he  went  down  and  dipped  himself  seven  times 

in.  the  Jordan  according  to  the  word  of  the  man 
of  j-od;  a      flesh  was  resored  like  the  flesh 
of  a  little  child,  and  he  was  clean."   R.S.V. 

Naaman  was  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Syrian  army  during  the 

days  of  .."    uram.  He  was  a  ve:  lis  nation  and  was  held 

in  /  '  .;.   It  was  through  his  v      -d  courage 

that  Gyria  had  won  out  over  her  enemies^   But  there 

with  Naaman,  he  was  a  leper.   To  he  a  leper  was  not        hindrance 

ne,  but  in  certain  areas  it       fcically  cut  that  person  off 

ly  contact  with  healthy  people.  ras  concerned  with 

e. 

■a  the  3yri  ide  a  raid  on  a  village  of  Israel, 

they  it       "ured  a  little  Jewish  maid  and  brought  her  back  to  yria. 

The  maid  wa  an's  wife.   In  a  conversation  one  day 

»  wife,  she  remarked,  "Would  that  my  lord  were        i   prophet 

who  is  L      rial   He  would  cure  him  of  his  leprosy."      -mi's  wife 

told       '  t  "'   conversation  and  he  in  turn  went  to  King       aid 

ted  to        t  fc]      ;      Ld  had  said  concerning  his  disease. 

son  told  him,  "So  now,  and  I  will  send  a  letter  to  the  king  of 

Israel* " 

arted  for  Israel  '       Lt      ben  talents  of 

silver,  six  thousand  ,    I  ten  festa]      :nts. 

silver  amounted  tely  ,$80,000.  He  arrived  at  the 

court  of  t.      j  of  Israel  and  presented  there  the  letter  sent  by 

'he  letter  read,  "       is  letter  reaches  you,  know  that 

I  have  sent  to  you  ITaaman  my  servr  :,    it  you  may  cur       'his 

leprosy. " 

Q  the  king  of  Israel  rent  his  clothes,  and  b>, 

to  pace  the  floor  nervously.  He  said,  "An  I  Sod,  to  kill  and  make 
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alive,  that  this  man  sends  word  to  me  to  cure  a  man  of   '   "  jprosy? 
,  el  with  me. " 

'.       that  J      L  art  Israel      Lng 
was  believed  to       -,en   divine,  ,r  cle 

worker  in  isease.  Tie  wan  re        L  , 

at  or  a  1?,"  since  the  prophets  at      :'_ne 

of  ■'   is    '  -  i:   /ere  t1  lid  t    tirade  work 

b   also  suspici       ;  I  I  tricked  him,  and  if     i&n 

were  not  cure        ,  ;ack  Israel* 

But  fortunately  for  b    :il   )f  Israel,  Elis       rd  of  J; 

'  /'  over  ]      it .   Elial    ent 

■  ■  "'  inquire  I  st,  and 

Ls  clothes  in       .He  wrote,  "..      i  come  to  me,  that 
kno  rophet  in  Israel." 

.  aaman  drives  up  to  the  door  of  cses  and 

loes  not  come  out  to     him,  hut 
lessengers  insti  Ld.   IS  -    se     lelivers  :;" 

'  ,  ''  Jordan   ^ven  ti   ,      our 

fie     .11  be  r      ",     ;;ou  shall  he  clean. "  :   .   man 

'  :ers,  "Beho'ld,  I  t 

,         ,     call  i  of 

Lord  hi  s  God ,  and  and  ci 

rivers         is,  better  t 
ters  of  Israel  i  be  clean?" 

j      '        cial  river 

rivers  of  Damascus  are  fetier." 

jient  youth  went  to 

tmascus  i        ■   ,  3rn 


hills  and  saw  :"      e  "ted  view  of  the  oasis  of  D       ,      its 

sons,  he  t         ~,  wrapping  his  face  in  his 
,  sr  one      '       :   .  par  '  Lse  was 

above.  "The  Arabs  ci  scui       "1        garden  of  the  worl  . 

/as  in  a  rage  because         e  had  been 
Elisha.   3ut  one  of  his  se-;  ,  r,  if 

prophet  great  tl  \      ,  would  you  r 

Lt?  '   'E     uc        ,    ..n  when         ;  i  you,  'Wash  and 

Lpped  himself  seven  times  in  the  Jordan 
according;  to  the  word  of  the  man  of  G-od;  and  his  flesh  was  restored 
f  a  little  child,  and  he  was  clean." 
After  this  he  returned  to  I  in  his  presence    '  ., 

>ld,  I  know  that  there  is  no  Sod  in  all  the  earth  but  in  Israel; 
so  present  from  your  servant."      Slisha  in  refusing  it 

,  '  .      Lord  lives,      I  serve,  I  will  receive  none."   3ut 
aan  inr' '     ,  and  Elisha  still  refused  to  ac  \t   of  any 

kind.  ikes  a  very  strange  request  when  he     ,  "If  not, 

I  pray  you,  let  there  be  given  to  ant  two  mules  burden 

':.;  for  henceforth  your  servant  will  not  offer  burnt  offerings  or 
ifice  to  art;      hut  the  lord."  He  tells  Elisha  that  when  he 
;.  into  the  house  c       '  .1  back  home  in  3yr\'  , 

he  will  merely  be  paying  token  worshi         god,  but  will  actually 
only  worship  the  true  God  of  Israel.         tells  him,  "Go  in  peace." 

it  is  really  baking  place  in  th  '  :  story  is 

that  it  was  be      .  by  the  people  of  the  lands  surrounding  Israel, 
that  God  could  only  be  worshipped  on  the  land  of  Israel.   3o  if  they 
returned  to  'Syria  or  another  country  and  took  some  of  the  soil  of 


id,  they  could  worskip  the  God  of  Israel,  since  in  effect  they 
uld  "be       ,o  on  soil  from  Israel. 

Ilaaman  had  left  Syria  a  diseased  mail.   A  man  worried  about  his 
b  ,        '      '  m,   in  life,  and  about  all  of  tlxe  b 

if  he  '     ed.   He  el  see] 

■  cle,  hut  i  '     in  in  June  at 

seemed  for"  '.  -  .        ected  to  recej  ;ion  by  fc 

S  of  (Jod.  He  expect  to  heal  hj  , 

'  :t  of  all.t  et  did  not  come  to  hi 

,  and  aecondl;  '■  e  was  told  was 

-  ridiculous. 

i.en  he  11  :  of  on  ;rvants,      i;ook 

ssary  requiremi  ,  fact  healed.       n't 

m       '  are  is  no  ,         for  the  old 
river  Jor .•".   .  '■_■■'     '         -ts  of 

world  for         ..ad  be  disappointe  .  to  Lourd   ,  v  ice 

ine  in  Canada,  fi    '.  .   .."aaman 

mered  ,    ifled  his  v-     ,  \e  was, 

went  down         sd  seven  tines  into  t      dan,      :  [is  flesh  was 
restoi  little  child,  . " 

It  '.  lern 

fron  receivin  5  the  i.   If  - 

,     put  off  our  intellectual 
att      ,      our  critical  looks  at 

str  ;ift  of  lod,  then  our  ideed  be 

"restored  like  tl  little  child, 

If   "  souls  ir    real  ;     lso, 

— -  if  each  d  '      ,  if    c 

some  hone  '  .  ,  he 


- 

is,  m. 

his  is  in  effect  , 

water  that   I  ;   the 

will  bee one   i         '  '  ter 

1   life.'1  ,  J  1  all 

world.  , 

>cted  crd  ■     t  ,   ne 

sked  t  it. 

;    shoul  to  anyone  '.    j   to  walk  as   a 

Ly,  ,  le  t   of   it  >d  will 

3   make  clean. " 

.     te  to  Israel  uad  fou 

into   the  Jordan  a  dd  .ad  out  ; 

. "     Let  i 

rar  lives. 


fan  (u  »*.U«t.  .  4  <fj*U&-  1^  *+"»■  ■**  f*- 


!.  r.  Clean!" 

Text:  II  Kings  5  =  14,  "So  lie  wont  down  and  dipped  himself  seven  times 

in  the  Jordan  according  to  the  word  of  the  ... 

of  God;  and  his  flesh  was  restored  like  the  flesh 

of  a  little  child,  and  he  was  clean." 

Haaman  was  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Syrian  army  during 

the  days  of  King  ^.ram.   He  was  a  v  in  his  nation  and,  held 

A 

in  very  high  esteem  by  the  king.   It  was  through  his  valor  and  courage 
that  Syria  had  won  out  over  her  enemies.   But  there  was  one  thing  wuong 
with  Kaaman,  he  was  a  .        'o  he  a  leper  was  not  only  a  hindrance  to 

,   ut  in  cer  ;     reas  it       tic  ally  cut  t      :"son  off  from 

contac":      healthy  people.   3o  Naaman  was  concer       cut  his 

ase. 

y  had  made  a  raid  on  as  a  vill 

Israel  t;      d  captured  a  little  Jewish  m 

hack  to  yria.   This  maid  was  one  of  the  gw« « k   servants  of  Naaraan's 

wife.   In  a  conversation  with  liaaman's  wife  she  remarked  one  ;   , 

•  -  --- lz:E3^r  11 -aria!   He 

— — — — ^— ^^— — — — — — — — . — — — — — —         

would  cure  him  of  his  leprosy,     aamanss  wife  told  him  of  thi 


vers  tion  a      xx  went  to  &ka  King        ".ia^r  him  mSx  ohe 

A 
Jewish  maid  had  said,  concer      -is  disease.        ram  told  hi  , 

"Go  now,  and  I  vill  send   _  .  :ter  to  ■:     .    .:'  Israel." 

bed  for  Israel  tak  ,         in  ten  tal 

ofi  silver,  six  thousand  shekels  of  gold,  and  tei  -rinents.   The 

silver  and  .tely  80, Of  K      irs.   He  arrived 

at  the  court  of  the  king  of  Israel  and  presented  there  the  letter  sent 

i   letter  _    ,      _  .  ■     :  .  -  reaches  you,  kn 

ave  sent  to  yoi      tan  my  servant,  that  you  nay  cure  him  of  ±&  his 


;  '-'pay.  " 

m   the  king  of  Israel  read  this  letter  he  rent  his  clot    , 
1  to  pace  the  floor  nervously.   He  sai  ,  ,  to  kill  and 


-2- 
-ive,  that  this      -ads  word  to  me  to  cure  el        .is  leprosy? 
.      ,  ,     •■■•-■■'  ''■""'■'  '■"•-  "i_g_gftg_1,"j         .Tel  with  me , " 

bhat  In  ancient  Israel  the 
s  believed  to  have  been  divine,  looked  i 

-sease.  He  wj 
rvant  o     ?",   ince  the  prop: 

:ies  who  fli         ole  wor      >d. 
j.lso  suspic  had  tricked  him, 

were  not  cured  by  him,  then  Aram  would  have  an  excuse  to  at 

.:.:..  }    .       ;rd  of 

the  :  visit. 

sends  a  message  t  inquires  why  he  is  so  u; 

dismay.   .  .    ,        , 

I." 

...  xxxkxxxxjdE  .  ■  :SX-X3rafc;52S3Z±£dlE 

to  t  %ivs*  hors 

does  not  cone   out                                                                                                  Instead. 
'The  which  was,      ___^ 

—  ^  — -^g  At 


,  , "  

OUt    to  ,  ,  ;  .  .        __^_„^ 

,   and  cui 


.  ■ '..      v-     :  '  .     ::\\a%    betjjgx— ^____  ■.-!   tl 


■■-.'-.... 

CUS 

in  ,  but  and 


the  unexpecte  I  ,  rds 

i  Lt  e  trurne  .  , 

b  ove . 


eated 
i  tzs  .  bo  Ld, 

,  ; thing t 

,      b.en 

1 

.     -  L 

; 


^— ^^^^^"^"^^^^^^^ 


ie   returned  to  .  in  his  prese  , 

, .it;;. .  

so  ■  it 

'.  ■    -         ■ . 

:ed  to  ace  kind. 

then  sr  , 

"If  not,    _   ..  :     ,  •   ,  -     ,    -  •  -  ;a   to  -~  ::     : 1 

ks±±  eart  j  for  not  offer       Dfferiag 

1  but  tl   .  ...        -  hen  he 

on  back  ho  ,  ie 

_>ken  w< ;  will  actually  o:  1 

tru  id   of  Israel.        .  tells     , 

in  the  latter 
SteatoddiK  by  the  peo_  lands 

surroundii-      si,  that  God  could  only  be  worshiped  in  the  land  of 

Jo  if  they  return-:  .  ther  country  and  took  some 

of  the  soil  of  Israel,  iod  of  Israel,  since  I 

effect  Israel. 


-4- 
1  .      .i,  a  diseased    .  ied  about 

*■       :iis  health.,  about  his  station  in  life,  and  about  all  of  the  thi 

e  remained  diseased.  3rael  s 

ii  cle,  bjit  he  found  instead  an  injunction  to  do  something  that 
seemed  foolish.   He  expected  to  h  ;reat  f       ion  by 

this  prophet       .   He  expected  to  have  words  spoken  over  him  to  heal 
hi.  'red  first  of  all  that  t         ;  could  not  im 

,        ondly  because  what  he  wa       was  so  childish  it 
was  al 

ten  he  listened      -  words  of  one  of       n  serv    , 
and  took  the  necessary  require  ,  he  was  in  fact  heal   . 

isn't  this  what  is  demanded  of  you  and  ] .  :ib~ 

sti   -  .    .  .in  can  :      .  hot 

to  Loi  3hrine  .    cad  nev. 

Lt  •   Myyimn  -rvaxliR  g<gM«  vat  i?-<fa  i  if-'jt  ^iiflHyyTrfeTrt^rrgr-rfa-r-g-  :xH3li±y^XXKBBt 

Aif8.KyitxBtsal±  llaaman  conquered  his  pride,  stifle  ,       oud 

soldier  t  1  seven  tines  into  the  Jordan, 

'  1      3h  was  restored  like  the  flesh  of  a  littl     1  ,  and  he  was 
cle   . 


It  is  ride  and  vanity  that  keeps  many  a  modern 
aman  from  receivi 

If  we  can  our  vanity,  and  put  off  our  intellectual 

."titudes,  and  our  critical  looks  at                        bo  the 

stream  of  the  life  giving  gift  of  Sod,  then  our  flesh  can  ind 

restored  1:1        I.  i  ■■:  v_ ..  :  __',  -id  we  can. become  cle  . 

-              .  mm-    -   in  a  real  ■.  -             mouse 


' 


This   .    -t  Jesus  was  sayi:  , 


i 


Lll  bee  j  Lp  to 


,  come  di] 


-  by  the  au'.     '  es 
he  I  ie  clean.  "To  ;,     if 

'go  easy  o 
Ld  per 

,         if  ,         ill 

;o  Israel 
.  bo  the  Jordan  .  r  all 

int  i  ....    Let  us  c        fi&^ 

riv         ,       .    ■    .    .  ... 


0  sing  to  the  Lord  a  nev;  Bong;   sing  tc  th«   Lord,    all 
the   earthi      Por  grett   la  the  lord*    and  greatly  to  be 
pr*JwL*      Honor  said  oaj#ety   ur-3  befor*  Him;    strength 
and      *auty  are  in  Hie  csnctuery# 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHJRCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Third   Sunday  After   Epiphany       January  ?7i    '97^+ 
Win,    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mqg,    Velma   Colli ns,    Organ  I st 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Bill  '^atteoson,    Steve   Rasehore  -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF  WORSHIP    I  1:00  A.M. 

Prelude:  " Idylle"  'Nelv 

Silent   Prayer 
•Processjonal  Hymn   No.    7   "rejoice,    ye  pure    in  heart" 
* Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 
•Exhortatton 
'Confession   (In  Unison)    "0  God,    who   art   rich   in 

mercy   toward  all,    <we   confess    before   thee:    all  qua 

DEEP    CONCERN    OVER    OUR    OWN     INTERESTS,     AND    OUR    thoughtless- 
neSS  of  others;    our  needless    anxieties   and  the 
t1mid1ttes    in  the  face  of  thy  calls   to  duty  and   resonsl- 
bllftv;   our   love  of  ouj   errors   and  our  distrust  of  the 
truth  which  v'quld   lead  us    in  new  ways  i   our  9<-|nd 
confidence    in  false   gods,    the  highways    into   better 
things  which  we  block  for  others  and  for  ourselves 

PV    OUR     DESPAIR,         PaRDON     US     FOR    ALL     OUR     SINS    THOSE 

WE    00     NOT    KNOW,      AND     THOSE     WE    DAflE     NOT    NAME,      AND     LEAD 
US     INTO     THAT     NEW     LIFE    "'HICH     IS    HID     WITH    Christ      In 

thee.      Amen.  Ir 
*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of   Fardqn  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

*Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

•People;      And   our  mouth  shall  show   forth   thy  praise. 
•Doxqlogy       No.   551 
Scripture   Lesson:  Masqat       1:    5~3 

Luke         12;    1 3—21 
Hymn  No»    13 1      "0  Master  Workman  of  the  Race" 
Organ  MeoItati on 
Sermon:  "Mr.    Unclean!" 

Prayer    and   Lord ts   Prayer 
•Qlori a   Patri 
"VfIrmathjn   of  our   Faith    (Apostles'    Creed) 


J.    Newton 


DeLbruck 


Anthem!      "Amazing   Grace11  Arr. 

•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor!      The   Lord    be  with   you. 
•People:      And  wi TM    thy  spirit, 
•Pastor:     Let  us  Pr*y, 
•Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offepi ng 

Offertory  "Serceuse    in  A" 

Installation   of  Church  School  Officers 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No,   3?     "Saviour,    again  to  Thy 

dear  name" 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pqstlude:  "Recessional"  Blake 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  *CongreGat toN  Standing  -----   --- 

The  Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar   have  seen  placed   by 
Mrs.   Gilbert  Heginbotham    in  memory  of  her   "Husband". 
Serving    as   Ushers   today   are:      *Don  Kingslev,    David 

Curtis,    George   Nataruk,    Paul  Campbell. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,    Raymond   Covert  will   represent   Council 

at   the  door  today. 
The   atttnd^nce   last   Sunday  was   21 S 
Nursery   is   provided  today  by  Mrs.    Linda  McMillin 

and  Mrs.   Jane  Armstrong.  Jfv**'  y^^    //^^ 

Hospitalized!   Mr-   Raymond  Miller,    Mrs,    R.L,    RrcHEY, 
'^~~       Mrs.    Betty   Filson,    Mrs,    Deloree   Botacchi  ,   Mr.W.W.Pfabe 
/Reserve   next  Sunday   Ffs.   3  -  5:3°  P'^   ~  Congregatjon- 
/      Zl  Dinner  and  WeetTng; — TFE~^TNT$ER-wrLi-  8e"tu~r E e: n 
style,    beverage  and  dessert  being   furnished-      any 
family  with  more   than  two    is   asked   to   bring   two 
tureens.      Rev.    Cooper  will   se   recognized   for   the 
work  he  has   done  for  us  over  the  past  year   anq  a 
congregational  welcome  for  r  ev .    llnk   anq  h*s  family, 
The  Yearbook  will   be   distrisuted   at  this  time*      If 
you   need   transportation  call  287~65bs  -  robert 
Knauer's. 
There  will   be   a   PROPERTY  COMMITTEE  meeting  -   for 

■OLD    AND    NEW    MEMBERS     -    TuES.     -     JANUARY     29th     *T 

7:00.       It    is    important  that   the   old   committee   as 
well  as   the  new   ones   attend, 
Don't   forget  our   Pastor   -  Ralph   Link  will   be 
ordained   -March   1%    7=30   P.M.    in   our  Church. 

1 


?j  V 


,,'hat  si   co.itrast  in  this   chapter  betwwen  two  men 
We   Beg  in   life   this   all    around  us. 
Pome   seek  cleansing,    others   seek  take  things  not 
ations   seek  ■peace,    others   seek  war,  theirs 

Thus  we  see  wickedness  &  covetousness  sround  us 

Story  Abe  Lincoln    2  boys 

II.    jtretion  Alex,    Great   &  hands   uncovered  at   death 

Prapeht  Haggai   said,    (quote  text) 

"You   have   looked    for  li'Lch.     ■Jid1    In.    if,    came    t.n    l-Hyhl  * ; 

am!   yhen    ynu  hrnm-Tif  it,   home,    I  blew  it   away.      Why? 

say  a  the   Lord  of  hoB^a,.     Because   of  my  house   that 

ilea  in  ruina,.  while  you  buay  yourselves  each  WiTh 

Ha  om  house." 

This   condemnation   of   Israelite  people  looking   after 
selfish  interests  i  neglecting  house  of  God. 

Were  content  to  work  for  eelvea  \  own  needs,    desires, 

were   not   content  upbuild   God's   house. 

Thus  we   see,   desiring  things  not  kziasgrux  h.7-.ve   ■■■:'    M 
to  desire,    can  he   lnvolvemert   in  ives,    but 

also  church  lives  es  well. 

We  can  Jjecome  so  self-seeking,  we  cas  forget  >  neglect 
church  completely. 

Our  own  little  worlds  can  mean   so  ouch  we   cannot  be 
bothered  with  whatever  time  or  money  we   should   spend 
in  building  the  house  of  God. 

We  practically  say  to  God,  "Don't  bother  me  now,  can't 
you  see  I'ra  busy,  &  I  don't  have  time  to  spare  for  yon 
nor  money  either. " 

p>    ;as  the  indirect  attitude  of  Tehazi. 
Hi     ill  wrsrined  up  in  what  he  could  gain 
He  was  determined   to  ftet   it. 
His  desire  was  for  things  he  did  not  deserve  nor 
have   any   right   to   desire. 
And  because   of  this  he  became  Mr.   Unclean. 

AxrasixBHxaxxkmrBXjrBxxali.  ot..vx  Jeaus   said  Luke  t ext 
Heal  moral   here   for   all  of  us.  ' 

Pti  ral  that  when   seek   own  desires,    when  become  victim* 
wishful  thinking,  wanting  t'int  which  i  ot  deserve  or 
merit,    it  is  then  we  become  unclean. 

We  become  like  world  ft  flljh  S    dirt  of  world   rubs  off 
or    -ur  characters  &  infects  our  very  souls. 


"Mr.    UncleanJ  " 

Text:    Hasgai   1:9b, 

^ecause   of  my   house   that   lieB   in   ruins,    while  you 
busy,  yourselves   each  with  his  own  house." 

L"'-e  leas, 

»      xe   heed    and   beware    nf   nil    nnTjt.nni.ntBn;    -fnr    ■> 
"man's   life   does  not   consist  in   the    abundance   ofh 
his  nos sessions.  "  "  —~ 


(Illustration   of   Chinese  Gordon} 


ute  comic  strir>  and   'A:?,  patt. 
Pig  Pen  is  a  very  dirty  little  boy 
On  TV  when  he  walks  or  moves,   dirt  continually  fai: 
Doubly  enjoyable,    cause  had  pig  pen   in  family 

last  week  talked   about  Uaaman,   was  unclean  became 

This  week,   look   at  Mr.   Unclean  the  pig  pen  S^'ffr* 
Mr.    Unclean  was  man   called   Gehazi 
Gehazi  was  a  servant  of  "Hlsiha 
This  story  found    '  -  i   ot  2  Kinga  5 

H-member  froa  last  week  Iranian,   leper,   came  from  3yri 
etc. 
In  gratitude   tried  ,    SHattl    refuses. 

We   read   5:19,20   (Geh-zi    sees   chance  get  something) 
Thinks  greedy  thoughts. 
Wants   to    reap   reward  master   refused 
(chapter  5:21-24)   trickery   of   Sehazi 

SliBha   confronts  him  5:25 
He  lie*  again  5:25b 
Elieha  tells  him  truth  5:26, 
" imac  T  am  prophat  I  fcnow  things  beyond  myself, 

fj^pvvhi-i-*  vnyy  been.   I  know  you  as   evil, 

cunning,   sly  individual. 
Pronounces  plftiishment  upon  him   5:27 
This   conclusion   of  story  1st  tells   redemp,    then  pun- 
ishment. 

Tells  of  uagan,    comes  Israel   and  healed  by  faith 
Tells  of  Israelite  grasps   opportunity  to  have  what 
not  rightfully  Mb,   and  is   cursed  by  it. 
Saaaan  became  Mr.    Clean,    Gehezi  becomes  Mr.   Unclean 
ir   ancient  Israel   leper  must   cry     Unclean,   unclean 
&  , eople  separate  from  him. 

;<aaman  cry,    I'm   clean,    I'm  clean,    while   Gehazi    cried 
I'm  uncletn,    I'm  unclean 


Repeat    "The  last  ft  only  thins  3/ 

HKIMDS,    '..'HAT   DO   YCU   VALUE   IN   LIFE  MORE  THAN   ANYTHING 

EL^E? 

I£     .T    YOUR  HUSBAND,    OR  YOUR    WIPE? 

IS   IT   YOUR   CHILDREN? 

YOUR  POSSESSIONS? 

YO'"     VE]  7  LIRE? 

E/.,_   YDU   TURfflSI    7'     EI   OT        J       OUR  LORD  JESUS   CHRIST? 

WHY  NOT    CONSIDER   IT   WELL,    &   DECIDE   10   W  MR.    CLEAN 

INSTEAD  OP  KB   UTCLEAN? 

WHY  SOT  BO  IT  SfO¥?      TODAY? 


!! 


:  .  ruins , 

yov  ^-selves  each  wj 

:e  heed,  and  beware  of  all  covetousnc 
for      '   II 

0  " 

nuts"  there  i 

1 


.cularly  on  televi       cause  there  it  is  ti 

e  true  character       .s  little  fell   .   If  you  have  seen 
it  you  kn-  -     ■,    for  when  he  moves,  t      fc  jast: 

co         xxxaEcebqj  falling  '  . 

it  doubly  enjoyable  for  me  is       ct  that  v.re  once  h 
Lly, 
dressed,  in  a  ver;  a  dirty  little  bo;  . 

ind  Llloyd  of  .    .   .  lout 

;aman,  who  was  unclean  and  became  clean, 
other  words  becaaHe  of  the  7  baths  he  took        river  Jordan  to 

sll  t      ,  .      >  Wr  f/f  ?£*>  c/z 

Jffp    at-B    r&j'Ar*         p<    -.lean  as  I  wall  him,  was 

ia,  and  the  story  of  I  will 

relate  is  to  be  found  in  the  latter  part  of  Ska      ;er  5  of  II 

SaJ  2  first        this 

of?  /fa    t-(rr*?^r 
1,  jl  _xen 

he  did  as  he  was  intstructed  t  '.  . 

Lsaa  refused,   .aid  so  lfr*i.uj 

^S*.-  we        at  after  one  but  a  short  distance  from 

,        i  ,  rehazi  tealdca:;?  seeing  all  ,     ka   all  of 

Ls  thr .       1  sees  for       .f  an  opportunity  to  make  gain  out  of 

loss.   He  thin1:!?  to  hi     .     master  has  permitted  this  fellow  to 


2 
it  and  has  not  been  requi 

it.   ;3o  since  my  master  d  collect  .  j'^-^'^d^^fi^his,  jrc,-  j 


s  he  runs  after  the  c  . 

i  the  ■:  this  ;er  them  they  in- 

fer- lcL  he  orders  the  caravan  to  stop.  Is 

b      i  inquires,  "I:  .'.'..       ■."■.   '    id  (Jehazi  answers,  '  .'  ~  '    -H;. 
ter  Tgirw-fer  has  sent  me  to  sayj  '  Jhera  hnvi  .Jnrr.t  now  colb  to  me  from 
:.  ■  s   ill  countr;       braim  two  young  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets; 

.  ;  t 

,        :'.    liar        . 

ITS,   "iEk  _  ... 

S^cKtasocxstsEiiK  rsxkscfazs  

// 

EX  OC      An '      ^       '-..-.    b-    . .:■■:■ 

silver  in  two  bai  ,   ith        :■  i __. M ^___       .   of 

j        y  c^rriad i."   In 

i  -fe, 

Lve  up  t  :ias  bee- 

even  su  :s  back  to    :  ruse   of 

ie   hill, 

,  ■  i  of 

dbbc  house   and 

i  ) 

Lm, 

■ 

'  ■  ■,."'.■  ■ "  s 

•wmmmmp—  ' . 


,         ?cp  and       :en,  ie  is 


I-CfcHICKk^  nry 


. . 





...  t  '  J  ~  '  :>u 

')  :     •  -■   .  -  "  --."-"  t  you 

• — '  Tt  " ■ 

i        ■■■     •■:_       .    :znirz    ~;  .  


, 


Ft* 

7fe"    of  fi/A A  MA?  * 

»  .  -  *  a  believe;  ,  to 

.eh,    the   lod  of   Israel  ancL  l*~mssmmse- 
inds  it.       ."iile  on  t  rid  an  Israelite., 

to  h  b  really  he'  by  it. 

i  1  more  v  ,  somes  Mr.         .-lean, 

ancient  Israel  a  :~j  uncle  rson. 

•2fl  j         ,  i  , " 

thus  anyor.  in- 

to the  synagogue 
bo  the  priest  if 

aas   th  .  .ere  we  would   see  -  Jew,   rusi 

to  t  bgu  ,  ,   I'm  clean,"  tazi  would 

,    "Unclean,    uncle 
"■   ~  ber  of  the  deed  ictions 

of  all  .  see 

sleansin  of  soul  ,     nd 

we   see  people  who  are   tr:  i  fl  ■  thj  do  not 


4 

belong  to  the  -.       e  nations  tryi      live  in  peace  and        other 

jns  stri         -t  what  is  not  rightfully  theirs  to  have.   Thus  we 

"less  the  greed  and  covetousness  all  around  us. 
ie  Lincoln  and  two  little  hoys) 
^^hbmmm  Jesus  told  his  followers,  '"i'-jhe  heed,  and  beware     -I  ... 

covetousness;  for  a  man's  life  does  not  iSonsist  in  the  nbund-   ■  .  ^ 

possesslona^."  i  tever  v;e  have,  we  should  be  satisfied 

with  it  and  not  long  to  hav       which  is  not  rightfully  ours  to  have. 

He  was  saying  that  we  come  int  ith  nothing  an      hall  le 

it  with  aot    .   ktax  he  story  is  told  of  Alexander  the  are at  expressi 

the  desire  that  upon  his  death,  his  hands  were  not  to  be  enclosed  in 

whit      res  as  was  the       .   But  rather,  he  wanted       inds  to  be 

left  hare,  so  that  all  who  saw  his  body  as  it  was  being  carried  out  for 

burial  in  the  funeral  procession,  would  see       e  left  this  world 

not 

ai  said,  "You  have  loc  -  ,  -  .1,  lo, 

it  came  to  little ;  and  when  you  brc    :  .  -   /    :l   vr.-y. 


Hosts.   because  :  b         '.   .■•l—.-s,  while 

yourselves  5Q±fcxx>BiLEXBMH>:kHHXKXx  each  wit  xzn.121     .'. -  ' 

rophet  is  sayi     re  is  a  condemnation  of  the  peo^      Israel 
looking  after  their  own  selfish  interests  and  neglecting  the  House  of 

''ley  were  c       to  work  for  themselves  and        \-m   needs  . 
desires  but  were  not  concerned  with  working  to  upbuild  4fe  kmfi^iK  House  ^ 


n  see  that  desiri         <3St      ve  no  r 
Lesire,       .  an  involvement  not  only  in  our  private  lives,  but  in 
our  church  lives  as  well.   We  can  become  so  self-seeking  that  we  can 
completely  neglect  the  church.   Our  own  litt;      lis  can  mean  so  much 
^jo  us,     t  we  cannot  whatever       >r  money  we  should 

spend  in  building  the  House  of  <>od.  Je   practically  say  to  2od,  "Don't 
both         ,   n't  you  see  I'm  too  busy,     I  don't  have  time  to 


for  you,  no:  "  •'.  '_. 


'  "■".    •"._:-.  '       3   ■        ,  .  .__  :.-  .;".  ■    ve 

i  ;ht  to  desire. 

us,    -■  1  j  seek 


i  ■  '.-■■■  ;!■-,- 

'-,  ".      •   .  .   '.  ■:".. 

bee     Lke  s 


rubr  .  .       ■-■■■:.         ~  .- 


.e   last 

■  ,  I," : 

_  ^^ .  .'    ,  . 

-    Ise7   Is  it  your   .  re ..■      _ 

-  it  over 

- 

jy. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth   Sunday  After  Epiphany        February  3#    '97^ 
Boy   Scout   Sunday 

Mo.   Ralph  C,    Link^    Pastor 

Mrs.    v^lma  Collins,,    Organist 

Mn.   Ralph   Cooper,    Choir  Director 

Dennts   Master,    Paula  Stephenson  -  Acolytes 

QRCER  OF  ''''ORSHfP    1  1  ;  00  A,M, 
Prelude  Music:  "Prelude    IN   D"  Scarmqlin 

"Med r tat i on"  Bery-alo 

Si  lent    P&AYER 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    5°     ,fSrrLLt    still  with  Thee" 

'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*exho&tayi on 

•Confession    (In  Unison)    ^Most  Holy   Gqq,    who   does   search 
and   purify  thej  hearts   of  m^nj      grant  us   to  know1  ourselves 
as   we  truly   miej   open  to  us   the  condition  of  our  souls  ', 
give    us    penitence    and   forgiveness    for    our   sins,     enable 
us  with  steadfast   resolution  to   amemq  our   lives;   deliver 
us   from   captivitv   to  false   thoughts  and   evil   habits, 
that  with   unity   of    ml  no    and    peace    of    conscience:   we    may 
have  our   full  reconciliation  with   vqu(    and   be  of   the 
blessed   company   of   all  your  faithful  people  i   through 
Jesus   Chr ist   dur    Lord.      Amen.  " 

*KVR  I  E  (CHO  1  R,      CaNGREGAT  IdN    AND     PaSTOr) 

•Assurance  3-f  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  ghoy*  forth  thy  praise. 
•Doxologv   Wo,  55t 
Scripture  Lesson:   Exodus  W:  1—lM 
Hymn  No.  3^3  "Come,  ye  disconsolate" 
*Glori a  Patp l 

"Affirmat ton  of  our  Faith  (Apostles1  Creed) 
*Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  se  WITH  you. 
•People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
*Pastop:   Let  U8  Pray, 
Grayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Jffer i NG 


Armstrong 


QEFEiRTORY  "QffERTOIRE     IN    Btt 

Scout  Oath 

Acolyte   Pins  Presentation 

Recognition  of  Goo  and  Country   Scouts 

Anthem:  "He   Touched  We"  gy  William  Gaither 

Solo   -  Cyndie  Svbert 
Sermon:  "SAFETY   GLASSES^" 

Prayer   *nd   Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    318      "Nearer,    my  God   to  Thee" 
•Benediction   and   Three  Fold   Amen 
Organ   PoStLuqe  :  "Allegro"  Heyser 

-  —  —  —  ——-.  'Congregation  Standing   -  -  -   -    -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed 
by  the  Carl  Hollef^euno,    Jr*    Family    in  memory  op 
"Loved  Ones". 

SERV  I  NG     AS     USHEffS     TODAY     ARE  '     *RaYMQND    CoVERT, 

John   Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert  Knauer- 
Deacon   and  Mrs.    David  Curtis  will   represent   Council 

at   the   door   today, 
The    attendance    last    Sunday   was    I  SB, 
/    Hqsp  1  tali  .zed:      Mrs,    Homer   Fe  lsqn   (Betty)    and 

Mrs*    Roger   Ferree    (Helen.)-—  /^i'~//^' 
Mrs,.    ft.    L.    Richey    is    now  at  Jack's   Convalescent 

Home    in  Harmony,    Pa,    I6037* 
Today   -  5;-30  -  Congregation   Dinner   and  Meeting  - 

Those   of  more   than   two   are   asked  to  bring    two 

tureens.      The  Yearbook  will  be  given  out  at   the 

MEETING,         RetVE'RACE     *ND     DESSERT     WILL    BE     FURNISHED. 

'     The  Men   are    asked   to   help   set   up  table    in   the 
"     Undercroft   after  the   Church   Service. 
Monday  -  7*3^  -  Women's  Mary   Prush   Circle  Meeting. 
Wed.   -  7:J?fr  "■  Churgh  Council  Mectinq. 
Thure.    -   The  Newsletter  w|Lt    be   published   -   please 

have  all  material    in  by  Wednesday, 
ARC  Sweetheart   Dinnfr   Oance  will   se   heLo  at   Baxonbuhg 

Fire  Hall  -    Feb,    16  -   Sat.,    eve,    at   1-00  P,M. 

Contact  -   Roland   Thompson's   or  Chuck   Fenar*s, 
We  have   a   new  YautH     Choir   Director   -  Cyndie  Sygert. 

Ft rst   pract Ice    is   February    10   (Nekt   Sunday)    at 

b:30  P,M, 
DON'T   FORGET   -   TONIGHT  5:30  -  CONGREGATIONAL   DINNER 


They  had  completely   forgotten  bo en  ill-treated 

Bed    slaves  of  Egyptians  ..  .    .      , 

f   t  willing  to  trust    3od  to   care  for  problem  at   hand 

noses,  nan   of  faith  he  was,   tolls  them  -  vs  IT. 14   (tex 
He  felling  look  toward  God,   forest  looking  beck  to 
p-rsuers   &  Egy^t.  .    . 

in  remainder  of  chap,    rend  now  Hob* a  stretches 
out  rod  at   oonuawnfl   of  God;   sea  divides,    they  cross 
sea  returns  'to  normal  ft  Egyptians  drowned,   destroy* 
"rousands  ye.irp  passed  since  people  lived  this  epiHode 
yet   human  nature  not    ohaagsd    algsifi  cently. 
'People   still  Drone  to  look  back  in  f«r  instsa* 

ahead  in  faith. 
When  I  read   incident  ni    reminded  as  salesman  eallxag 
industrial  plants. 

"  i,  fore  enter  plants,    glvBH   I  t   safety  classes 

Host  men   Here  kniSw  safety   glasses,  no  need  to   tell, 
but  for   rest,   they  are   soecial  glass**,   thiol     ■  '\*W 
glass  lens,    gismos  on  sides  protect  eyes  from   aid*. 
Kot  only  protect   eyes,  oske  possible  work  w£W 
Tittle  fen',    S    concentrate   on  hxxx  -.ork  better 

Today  we  observe  Boy   Scout   Sunday. 
Tfhie  day  we  recognize  this  organiz. , 
participate   in   it. 
Put  mast   also  think  of  all  youth  in  general 
He  heed   to  be  givln,-  oil  youth  safety  glasses  for 
thai     lives.  ... 

.,■>  need  to  be   tailing  ^hem   »a  Hoses  did, 
"»ar  not,    stand   f*m,    and  I  <*  of  the 

Lord,   which  he  will  work  for  you  today.       hf.^r° 
vf    \  work  for  you  and  you  have  or..' ;       i  mil. 

,.e  need  to  instill  this  not   qkIj    in    S°3    SooWto,  but 
fi     ".a.,     re  well.  .  , 

"    T*-  haR  been   source   of   amazement   to  tie   In    .       •    •' 
'*,?r-thar»o  many  of  our  children  do  not  svw    I.ncw 
the  moBt   ?imple  of   "ible   atorieB. 
TMp  ie  rot  only  sad  otHwentary  01    BOC  ea  rrlcu]      . 
but   on  the   parents   £   families   as  wel1. 
We  are  living  in   society  that  vPnts  to   shift    .he 
responsibility  in  many  areas. 
°v«ic   baa  been  a  ia  continuing,   that  soneone   slsi 
must  bear  the  burden. 
Someone  else  must   t   k  °»«« 

Someone  else  mur.t   take    care  of  our   a, 
SOBOOHa  elae  must   take   care   9: 


boys   vrho 


"Safety   GlasaesJ  " 

fsrti    Sxodus  14:13,14 

"Ai.a  Moses  said  to  the  people,    "Pear  not,    stand   firm, 
and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord,   which  H*  will  work 
for  you  today;    for  the  Egyptians  whom  you   eee  today, 
yoj     "shall  never  see  again.      The  Lord  will  fight  for 
yo\-f    and  you  have  only  to  be   still. 

nhen  read  history  of  Tewish  nation  &  beginnings, 
read  of  nation  oppressed  severely. 
Had  been  enslaved  by  same  people   as  once  friendly. 
Story  of  Joaenh  a  bros  how  settled  &  favorites  of 
Hgyptisms 
3ut   when  difficult  times,   tried  solve  problems 
forgetting  about  Bod. 
But  God   came  to   rescue  agaSnaj  selected  lioses  leader 
God  put  deliverance  in  motion  thru  servant  Moses 
God  heard  cry  of  people, 
Bible  records: 
"And  the  people  of  Israel  groaned  under  thair  bondage 
and   cried  out  for  h«lp,    and   their  cry  under  bondage 
came  up  to  God.      And   Cod  heard  their  grossing,   and 
God  remembered  his  covenant  with  Abraham,   with  Isaac, 
«id  with  Jacob.      And  God  saw  the  neople  of  Israel   find 
knew  their  condition.  "     Ex.    ?.:  ?3-55 

More  people  fought  to  be  free  of  bondage, 
more  Pharoah  hardened  henrt  a  vculd  not  rein  see  them 
Not  until  nlnguee,   F:  in  particular  Passover,   Phareol 
decided  to  let  go. 

3ut   even  afjter  they   left    God   spake  Hoses,    ft  told 
1  l,o«  he  would  harden  Pharaoh's  heart  once  again, 
it   once  for  all    Egyp'tiaBS  ™uld  know  He  was  God, 

In   chao.    14:va  5  read  kins  'told  people  gone 
They  wondered  what  they  had  permitted  to  hf,;t)e>. 
ifow  they  realized  no  more  slaves  4   servants 
Now   they  were  left  to  dt 
So   Pharaoh's   heart   hardened   again   &  pursues 
then   with  amy  riots 

He   comes  upon  them  while  thsy   caaped  by  led  Sea 
Vs.    10   peoole   filled  with   itaar. 
Here  in  their  lives  Jews  walking  by  sight  not  faith 
>~ad  gotte*  eyes  off  God  &  on  men 
they  began   to   fear  "oses   had   led   astray,. 
Instead  looking  up  to  Tod,   looking  beck  in  fear 
Bemoaning  fact  no  longer  in  safety  ft    security 
of  Jigypt,    once   held   for   them. 


The  message  from   GQH  ia:  4/     [~~ 

■Pear  not,    stand  firm,   and  see  the  salvation   of 
the  Lord  whic1    5<      ill   work  for  yiu  today.      The 
lord  will  work   for  you,    and  you  aaiiyxijtMiiB 

hr-.-s  Dbly  to  be  still." 


Be  still,  and  let  Sod  put  hie  safety  glasses 


on   you, 


Someone  else  must  educate  ottr  child     b. 

It   =        -'•  '  '  ■    |         nti    began  to   assume   our 

rl    ^onsibility  for  the    ;;-oper  education     of  our 
I  -lid  rem. 

V.'e  need   to  be^in   to    beach  fner.  vhat    rid  means  to  n<? 
"'•it   (Jod   h;-3  done   5    ras   been  in   history 
<■     j.t  library  ever  there  is  has  many  i.ood  bocks  of 
Bible   stories,    we   could  be  ith  our  child. 

Msybe  we  do   not  know  all  about   3ible. 
No   cause  for  snl  :  L . 

7"  do  not  know  it  intimately  or  completely,  but  ve 
uld   continue  to   search  and  learn. 
T   can  recall   as  little  boy  how  I  C    '  ■  :    would  take 
tine  out  to  answer        ..'  II&3    '    guestion. 
Tieardlese     whst  the   duration,    always  hid  answer 
that   had   to  do  wi  t1     Tod. 

Many  times  she  would   singly   tell  ne  Blhle   t-tory 
pppropriate  for  the  occasion. 

She  gave  me   the   safety   glasses   of  God. 

When  all  la   ffloinfi  well  we     re  able  to  praise   -rd. 
But  when   smallest   trouble    ;ome9,   we  pet   discouraged 
'■       ■    -Jn  to   conpl   I'",     end  murmur.. 
Thia  what   happened  to  Jewish  people. 

xv Ic    only  star-d   nnd  look  at   Bsa  stretchBn,^ 
Jjefore  them. 
They  could  only  think  here  we   ire  without  Ships, 
how  to  escape    'ntibilntion. 
>  would    say,    "Ho  oreefe  \:ither.t  paddler»n 

As  they  looked  b?r:k   saw  Sg  ''>>   hot  paroi       , 

&  thowht.  slavery  better  th  :.  c  lath. 

It     s  surprising  how  many  of  us  are  guilty  many  tines 
of  looking  back  to  ths  Egyptians  following  ue  or 
pushing  us   toward  the   Red   Sea  in   front   of  us. 

But  if  we  put  on  the   safe  y  glasses  of  God,  &  looked 
toward  Him,   life  would  take  on  its  proper  perspectivi 

We  take   out  eyes  off  the   Lord,    and  we  look  at  our- 
selves,  our  needs  our  wants,   our  desires,   and  we 
forget   all   else.. 

We   are    something   like   the  young  man  who   one    .  ;...   v.    Vti 
nd  looked  dovn  and    found  10  dollar  hill.      He   apei 

all   of  life  looking  down   i"1-    :round  found  dozens  of 

1     'itle    caps,    bottles,    paper  etc,   &  missed   all   of   the 

b=auty   around   him. 


"Safety  Glasses'" 

Text:   Exodus  Htl3r14. 

"\nd  Moses  said  to  the  paople,    'Fear  not,    stand  f£nu,    and   see  the  solvation 
_.  j£  the  Lord,    which  lie  will  work  for  you  today;   for  the  Egyptians  whom  you  tte 

today,   you  shall  never   see   agpin.      The  Lord   will   Jight   for  you,    and  you  HKiyx 

have  only  to  be  stfH^*" 


When   we   reed  the   history  of  the  Jewish  nation  in   its  early  beginnings, 
we   read  of  a  nation  that  was  oppressed  very   severely.      They  had  been  enslaved 

by  the  very  same  people  who   had  once  been  friendly  to   them*      I   am   sure  we   all 

know  the   erfcorj  of  Joseph  and  his  brothers   and  how  they  settled  in  Egypt   and 

were  the   favored  people  of  the   land.      But   then  they  had  difficult  times    and 

they  tried   to   solve  their  own  problems   forgetting  about   God, 

But  once   again  God   came   to  their  rescue   and   selected  Moses  to  be   their 

leader.      Gos  put  his  deliverance  into  motion  through  His  servant  Moses,   because 

we   are  told  that  He  heard  the   cry  of  His  people.      Tt,e  Bible  records, 

"And  the   people  of  Israel  groaned  under  their  bondage,    and   cried  out   for  halp, 
and  their  cry  under  bondage   came  upt   to   God.      And  God  heard  their  groaning, 
_      and  God   remembered   His   covenant   with  Abraham,    with  Isaac  and  with  Jacob. 
And  Got"    saw  the  people  of  Israel   and  knew  their  condition."     Ex.    2:23-?5 

The  more  the  people   sought  to  be  free  of  their  bondage,    the  more  Pharaoh 

hardened  his  heart   and  would  not   release  them.      It  was  not  until   the  plagues 

were  visited  upon  the  Egyptians  and  more  specifically  the  Passover,   that  Pharaoh 

decided  that  he  would  let  the  people  go-     But   even   after  the  people   had  gone 

God  spoke   to  Moses  and   informed  him  that   He  would  harden  Fharaoh's   heart   once 

again,   that   once   and  for  all  the   Egyptians  would  know  that  He  was  God. 

So  we   read   in   chapter  14,    verse  5,    that   the  king  was  told  that   the  ~eople 

ha^  gone,    and  they  wondered  at  what  they  had  done,      Ty,ey  realized  that  now  they 
no  longer  had   slpves   and   people   to  do  their  bidding.        They  were   left   to   do   all 
of  the  work  that  the  Israelites  were  forced  to  perform.      Thus,    their  anxiety  that 
"•he  Israelites  had  gone. 

So  Pharaoh's   heart   is   hardened   toward  them   again,    and   he  pursues  them 
wfcth  his    r?rmy   and  his    chariots,    and  he   comes  upon  them  while  they   are    camped  at 
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tht  sea.   And  we  read  (vs  10),  the  . eople  were  filled  with  fear.   Right  here 

In  their  lives,  the  Jews  were  walking  by  sight  and  not  by  faith.   They  had  gotten 
'heir  eyes  off  God  and  on  men  and  they  began  to  fear  that  Moses  had  led  them 
astray.   Instead  of  looking  up  to  Sod  in  faith,  they  were  looking  back  in 
fear  toward  Egypt.   They  were  bemoaning  the  fact  that  they  were  eh±  no  longer 
in  the  safety  and  security  that  Egypt,  held  for  them.-  They  had  completely  for- 
gotten that  they  had  been  ill-treated  and  abused  slaves  of  the  Egyptians.   They 
were  not  willing  to  trust  God  to  take  care  of  the  pro&Lem  at  hand. 

But  Moses,  man  of  faith  that  he  was  on  many  occasions,  tells  them, 
(14:13  &  14).   He  is  telling  them  to  look  toward  God  and  forget  cbout  looking 
back  to  Egypt  and  their  pursuers.   And  if  we  read  the  remainder  of  this  chapter, 
we  read  how  1KB  Moses  at  the  command  of  God,  stretches  out  his  rod  and  the  sea 
divides  allowing  them  to  pass  through  it  and  after  they  have  crossed,  the  sea 
returns  to  normal  again  and  the  Egyptians  are  drowned  and  destroyed. 

Thousands  of  years  have  passed  since  those  people  lived  through  that 
pisode,  and  yet  human  nature  has  not  changed  very  significantly.   People  are 
still  prone  to  loook  back  in  fear  instead  of  looking  ahead  in  faith.   As  I 
read  this  incident  I  was  reminded  of  when  I  was  working  as  a  salesman  I 
would  call  on  different  industrial  plants.   Before  entering  the  plant  proper 
I  was  issued  a  hard  hat  and  a  pair  of  safety  glasses.  Most  of  the  men  her« 

this  morning  know  about  safety  glasses,  so  there  is  no  need  for  me  to  explain 

this 

to  them.   But  for  those  who  do  not  know  about  safety  glasses,  they  are  s 


special  psir  of  glasses  with  thick  safety  glass  for  the  lens,  and  on  the  sides 
they  have  little  gizmos  thatcome  out  and  protect  the  eyes  from  Something  that 
might  fly  at  you  from  the  side.   They  not  only  protect  the  eyes,  but  they  make 
it  possible  to  work  in  dangerous  areas,  with  little  fe^r,  and  to  be  able  to  con- 
centrate on  your  work. 

Today  we  observe  as  3oy  Scout  Sunday.  This  is  a  day  in  which  we  not 
only  recognize  this  organization  and  the  boys  of  this  congregation  who  partici- 
pate in  it,  but  we  think  of  youth  in  general.   V,Te  need  to  be  giving  all  youth 
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sa_. .  by  glasses  for  their  lives,   ',7e  need  to  be  telling  them  as  Moses  did  t     long 

ago,  "Fear  not,  stsnd  firm,  and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord,  which  he  will 

work  for  you  today.   The  Lord  will  fight  fior  you  and  you  have  only  to  be  still," 

"With  these  glasses  fitted  firmly  up-pn  them,  our  young  people  and  any  jcaaHgxEmapia; 

taxxUxtsmm  person  for  that  matter,  need  not  fear  what  is  coming  from  the  sid», 

or  what  has  been  in  the  past,  but  can  instead  concentrate  upon  the  task  at 

hand,  knowing  that  God  will  take  care  of  all  circumstances. 

We  need  to  instill  this  not  only  in  Boy  Scouts,  but  in  our  Church  S  -hool 

as  well.   It  has  been  a  source  of  amazement  to  me  ±ksti  in  the  p?st  few  years 

that  so  many  of  our  Church  School  youngsters,  not  only  here  but  elsewhere, 

aiKXHs±  do  not  know  some  of  the  simplest  Bible  stories.   I  think  this  is  not 

only  a  sad  commentary  on  our  United  Church  of  Christ  curriculum,  but  on  the 

parents  as  well.  We  are  living  in  a  society  today  that  wants  to  pass  the  bick 

all  the  way  down  the  line.   The  trend  has  been  and  is  continuing,  thet  someone 

else  must  bear  the  burden.   Someone  else  must  take  care  of  our  sick,   someone 

<Lse  must  take  care  of  our  aged.   Someone  else  must  educate  our  children. 

It  is  time  that  we  mho  are  parents  began  to  assume  the  responsibility 

for  the  proper  education  of  our  children  at  all  age  levels.   We  need  to  begin 

to  teach  them  what  God  means  to  me,  and  this  is  what  lie  has  done  in  history. 

Our  library  over  there  has  many  good  books  of  Bible  stories  that  we  could  be 

using  os  families  to  teach  our  children,   Maybe  we  gjsx  do  not  know  all  of  the 

Bible  and  all  that  is  in  it.   This  is  not  a  cause  for  embarrassment  or  shame, 

I  do  not  know  all  of  the  Bible  intimately,  but  I  continue  to  seek  in  it  for 

the  answers  I  need,   I  can  recall  as  a  very  little  boy,  how  my  mother  would  take 

time  out  from  what  she  was  doing  to  answer  a  childish  question  of  mine.sxxmy 

Regardless  what  the  question  was,  it  always  had  an  answer  that  had  to  do  with 

God,   Many  times  she  would  simply  tell  me  a  Bible  story  that  was  appropriate  for 

the  occasion.   She  gave  me  the  safety  glasses  of  God, 

When  everything  is  going  well  we  are  ?ble  to  nraise  God.  But  v;hen  the 

smallest  troubles  come,  we  get  discouraged  and  begin  to  complain  and  to  murmur. 

This  is  what  happened  to  the  Jewish  people,-  They  could  only  stand  and  look  at 
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stretching  out  before  them..      They   could  only   think  that   here  we   are  with- 
out  any   ships   at   all,    how  are   we  going  to   escape   complete   annihilation?     We 
would   say,    "They  were  up  the   creek  without   a  paddle."     As   they  looked  back 
they  saw  the  Egyptians   in  hot  pursuit   and   they   thought  "back  to  living  there, 
and   even   slavery  was  better  than  death. 

It   is   surprising  how  many  answers   and  excuses  I   get   as  to  why  people 
do  not   come  to   church.      I   call    someone   on  the  nhone  who  has  not  been  in   church 
for  sometime   and   immediately  t  get   the   reasons   as  to  why  not.      It   is    almost 
as  though  the  preacher  is  a  walking  confessional   booth.      But  basically   all 
of  the  excuses  for  non-attendance  at   church,    stems   from   a  personal     feeling. 
They  are   reasons  that   have   turned  the  gaxe  of  the  person   away  from  God   and   on 
themselves.      And   isn't  this  what   causes  most   of  our  Droblems?      W,,   take   our 
eyes  off  the   Lord,    and  we  look   at  JSMXX^t±sxfx^xsasalxx»s±ssxaBAxBJttisivy:vaA 
EirairESx  ourselves.      H«  look   at   our  personal  wants,    and  needs,    and   desires. 


0   ^.in£  to  -the   Lord   a  new  son,-;  the  Lord   all 

the   earth*      ?or  great   is  the  Lord,    and   erectly  to  be 
praised.      Honor  and  majesty    are  before   Hira;   str 
aj^bsauty  are  in  His   eauetui 


ST. 


PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH    OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    PENNBVLWANr a 
Fifth  Sunday  After   Epiphany  February    10,     197^ 

Mr.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 

MrS,     V'ELMA    COLLINS.     ORGANIST 

Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Cho  I  R  Director 

Dennjb  Master,  Paula  Stephenson  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WQRiHIP  I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    "Sabbath  Mornims"      Savage 

"AnoaNTINQ     RELI  GlOSo"  STAfll  LE 

Silent  Praver 

•Process iomal  Hymn  No.    kj>   "When  morning   gilds   the   skieeti 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortat I  ON 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Oh  Christ,  we  stand  as  your 
watchmen  evfr  qn  the  alert,  ready  fop  any  threat  to 
ourselves  or  others*  chrlbt  the  revealer  of  god  and 
ab  the  prophet  said,  we  are  your  watchmen,   forgive  us 
when  we  have  deserted  our  posts.   papdqn  us  i"hen  we 
have  lft  e|n  invade  our  own  lives  or  left  the  wav  open 
for  temptation  to  overcome  our  neighbor.   forgive  us 
where  we  have  forgotten  to  warn  our  neighbor  of  impending 
danger,  and  whin  we  fail  to  meet  his  basic  needs*  and 
as  yqv   forgive,  grant  us  the  strength  to  stand  fast  at 

OUR  POSTS  DESPITE  OURSELVES.   We  PRAY  IN  THE  NAME  OF 

Jesus  who  died  to  make  us  neighbors.   Amen," 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*PRAISE 

•Pastor-;      '0   Lord   open   duh    lips. 

•People:      And  our   mouth   shall  show   forth  thy   praise, 
•□oxology        njo  .    551 

Scripture   Lesson;  Ezekiel  3H;    |-l6 

Hymn  Wo.    U6[         "Saviour,    like   a   shepherd   leao  usrt 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Glqri a  Patr 1 
"Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:      The    Lord    be  with  you. 
•People:      And   i»-ith  thy   spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  ua   Pf,av> 
I^kayer  u±d   Praver  Response 
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Offering 

Offertory  bCm*NI  )H    foUTl  "  rtQNAII 

Anthem:  "Grant,    *i     Bi im  ■  "  f >*.v  1  ■ 

Sermon:  "LOVi,    rHOSl     ITA1IITI1    ■  l" 

Prayer   and    lord'b   Phavci 
♦Hymn  or   Dedication  No. 

♦BENEDl  CT  JON    AND     Tuivi  1       I  01   ' 

Organ  Fostlude:  "Puai m  <>i     ■        " 

-    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    •CONOREUAT  ION      ll  AND  '  Nt 

The   Lovely   Plovers    on  thi     fti  1  V 

Mr.    &  Mrs.    Roland    Th<  vi 
Serving   as   Ushers  tofav   arj  '      *■  INNIV, 

Steve   Vargo,    Jhuck    Penal,    Wai  ■,   -    *  »  1  1  1  . 
Nursery    ts   provided    today   hv\ 

Karen   Kennedy. 
Deaconess  Wrs.   Ann  "Vi  lltamo  wili    "i    m    '■>■•■ 

REPRESENTING  CoUNCfL. 
THE  ATTENDANCE  LAST  SuNriAY  l*Al  ,'M-, 

~^F   Hospi  TALtZEO-'-  Mrs,  Betty  Fli 

^>   TONIGHT  -  6:30  -  The  Youth  Cho  1 1  *l '  I  ■"  •  ■ 

^       Cynpie  Syoert  ym  ll  ne  thl  i->  II  < 

BE  OVER  AT  7^30,    Th  I  S   ' 
GRADE  AND  UP. 

— ^  Coming   up  soon   -   Fed.    PI    is    im 

Dinner   -  Thursday    evlninl.    i  i  ■■' 

FELLOWSHIP    HAVE     CHARGE    Of      THI      MtAL     At     ?M| 

Tickets   are   available   from   <i.    VKai  h 

Robert    TaiT. 

|  j  7     riuuB,    -  Feb*     16  -  The   ARC  wn 

^^^-    Dinner-Dance   at   the   Saxonburo   Fim    W*u 

Roland   Thompson  and  Mr.   &  Mi 

T  ICKETS.        MEET     1JPSTA  I  RB     TOR    THI 

FLOWER  DATES  AVA  I  LAPL  E 
Contact   Sea    if    you    are    INTP  I 

If    vou   have    mot    rece I vei  ■    ■    I  ■ 

I  N     THE     BACK     OF     THE     SaNCTUA"Y  CnI      '       <    ■  II  Mftl 

vou  locate  yours. 

Don't   forget  to  still   sav<     *q 

Home,      Vases   are   btill  ni  '  ' 

to    patients    at    the    LoCAI     M 

THESE    ON    THE    COUNTER     IN     mi      I"  |  ■     H 


(Illustration  of  sailor  disfigured   in  war) 

The  author  of  Hebrews  tells  us, 
"gptilwxiBxbixB/ZXiJtisxaUutx 

L       brotherly  love  continue.      Do  not  neglect  to  show 
hosr4 tality  to   strangers,   for  thereby  some  have   enter- 
tali     J   angels  unawares..     Hemeraber  those  who   are  in 
nrison,    as  though  in  prison  with  them;    and   those  who 
are  ill-treated,    since  you  also   &.re  in  the  body." 

Ha  are  to  put  ourselves  in  the  shoes  of  the  other  per- 
son. 
Ha   are  to  think  what  it  would  be  like  to  be  in  their 
ci  rcumstances. 
When  we  look  at  it  in  this  light,   life  takes  on  a 
different   conmlexion.. 
Va   can  see  that  life  would  change  radically  if  we 
would   act  in  this  way.  tjeoPle 

But  too  often  we   are   comparable  to  the  HfeBiXsxai  of 
Israel  that  God  was  speaking  to  through  Exzekiel. 
Too   often  we   are   ready  to    condemn   and   criticise. 
Too   often  we  are   content  to  stand   smugly  by     and  gloat 
over  others  misfortunes,   thinking  that  we  are  righteoui 
and  they   are  not. 
It  is  so  easy  to  pass  b;.-  the  others  who   are  leBs  for- 
tunate than  we, 

(Illustration  of  Dr.   Paul  Mansfield) 
Here  was  a  man  who  loved   statistics. 
He  loved   them  enough  that  he  gave  of  his   time,   his 
•    ney,   his  steengih,   his  energy. 
Do  you   love  s±x±±xt*E«  thos    statistics? 
frodw  wants  us  to. 

He   tells   us,    vs  15    and  16. 
Even  if  we   do  not   love  those   statistics  He  will- 

Sod  will   seek  them   out,    and   search  for   them,    and 

not   give  up  on  them   even   if  we   do. 
I   pray  that  each  of  us  will  go  out   and  minister  to  thoa; 
In  need  in   the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

iay  Sr«5p«rt  ^°«s  who  nKed  our  help*  ma  love 

who    are  unlovable. 

tod  may  God  guide  us  that  we  may  always  love  the  Partie 
of  broken  ffi-riare.-.  That  we  will  love  mental  patient! 
°y  +  we  "ill  love  the  drug  addicts,   and   the  criminals, 


"love   Those  Statistics:" 

Text:    Dzekiel  34-.l£?  15,16, 
"I  .    self  will  be  the  shepherd  of  my  sheep,   and   I  Willi 
mak     them  lie  down,    s  ys  the  Load  Ood.      I  will   seek 
the   -ost,    and  I  will  bring  back  the  strayed,    and  T 
will  bind  up  the   crippled,    and  I  will   strengthen  the 
weak,    end  the  fat   and  the   strong  I  will  watch  over;        ' 
I  will  feed  them  in  justice." 

out  of  every  1000  ended  in  divon 
In   1971   768  marriages  axiatxixsit 
or  about  3  out  of  4  failed. 
In  70,   3-3  Americana  per  1000  pop.   mentsl  patients 
In  70  63,864  drug  addicts 
In  69  -676  villent  crimes  per  100,000  pop. 
In  70     32.3'?S  per  1000  pop.    of  youth  between  10 
and  17  were  delinquent. 

How' a  that  for  statistics? 
We  are  a  nation  of  statistics. 
You   are  atats,    and  ao  am  I, 
recently  heard   that  in  every  oar  being  driven  in 
U.S.    there   are  1.5  people. 

3  out  of  10  Beople  prefer   a  certain  toothpaste, 
and    71%  likeothe  president. 
Love  Those   Statistical 

Szekiel   34:   vs   3b,    the  shepherds  have  neglected   the 
sheep, 
vs  4,5,6  the  shepherds  have  not  taken  care  of  the 

needs  of  the  bheep. 
li      he  NT  Jesus  telle  of  a  shepherd  looking  for  the 
lost   sheep. 

Alfred   Soord  painted   this  picjtma*- 
He  portrays^aTvery  masculine,    rough,   tough  shepherd. 
Instead   of  an   effeminate   shepherd   as  most   are  painted 

In   one   hand   the   crook   thrust  between   some   rocks. 
','ith   other  hand   reaching  out   4  down  to   3heep   standing 
on   rocks  below  him,. 
Can  see  straining  muscles  in  hands  ft  arms. 
Circling  overhead   eagles  waiting   chance   to   stoop, 
&  attack  this  meat  for  a  meal. 

Evident  the  sheep  not  led  there  by  the   shepherd 
the  mt.    rock   strewn   and   sheep  wandered   or  fell 
whatever  the   case  the  shepherd   risking  life  for  shee; 

Th       is  what  God  Is   Baying  in  v#  11  A  1?,      He  will 
seek   them   regardless. 


-on  canvas 
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the  drunkards,  the  down  and  outers,  and  all  of  the 
other  statistics  that  we  love  to  quote. 

May   s  love  those  statistics  and  may  they  become  for 
each  of  us,  real  live  men  and  women  who  are  loved  by 
Q-od   and  whom  we  must  show  our  shove,  our  concern,  and 
our  help. 


.-  :   ,  1  st, !1  3  r.   '  ble 

Hebrews  1]  il-l  ,   'Continue    love  e.  .  , 
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out  beneath,  hi  .       "he 
is  reac  i        ad  down  to  a  sheep  who  is  st       on 
ee  the 
,         other 
convey  to  the  onlooker  a  sense  of  urgenwy.   Circling  overhead  are 
what  appear  to  be  eagles  awalti       --u.ee  to  swoop  down  and  kek  att 
this  meat  for  . 

It  is  evident  from  this      -  yal  on  carr.-  jep 

was  not  led  there       .  shepherd.   The  momr*  rock  strewn 

and  it  "becomes  infinitely  clear  in  a  very  short  time  that  the  sheep 
wandered  in  this  direeti      [  fell  or  became  lost  fro       ~    . 
Perhaps  the  sheep  was  too  adventuresome,  or  was  too  young  to  know  the 

resent.   But  whatever  the  case,  the  shepherd  is 
.s  very  life  to  save  t      i   lost  sheep. 

.a  parable  of  the 
lost  sheep.  =  about  the  astray. 

'Tod  is  concerned  about  those  3  marriages  out  of  4  that  30  sour.  He  is 
concerned  about  the  3.3$»  who  are  iii  raental  hospitals.   He  is  concerned 
about  those  thousands  of  drug  addicts.  He  is  concerned  about  those 
people  who         itted  murder  and  rape  an      t.   He  is  concerned 
about  thg    „  nile  delinquents.   Jod  car      ut  all 

Ls         .  orish. 

.  -iiriryir^f  T^/mnrr^trHrtnnfT<  «  KjawK  IgYtt.P  v  kkj-g   We  know  fchat 
iple  but  what  about  the  rest  of  us?   Do  you  c 
for  statistic:       IV   Does  anyone? 
(Illustration  of  son  disfigured  in       vy  and  rejected  by  pare: 

can  accept  our  0      ,  those  :-,t   and  dear- 

est to  us,  but  this       ~iur  reluctance  to       i.ose  least  lil   1  . 
But  not  so  with  G-od,   He  loves  the  lost,  th      ;,  and  the  least  of 
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these  same  lines  the  author  of  Hebrews  is  te 
to  lov       >ther  like  brothers,  and  remember  always  to 
welcome  strangers.  -     ~e  who  are  in  prison,  as  the 

you  were  in  prison  with  their;;  and  those  who  ar  1, 

since  you  too  are  in  one  1    .  : 

oes  of  the  other  person, 
are  to  think  in  terms  of  what  it    '.  »re 

revere  e  ones       re  in  prison,  or  if  we  were  those 

"  : 
it  -     -  .      -in  see  then  t 

life  would  change  radically  for     me  under  circumstances  i        :  i-se. 

often  we  are  ready  to  condemn  and  to  critic:.,  s  .   I^oo 
o_        ...  content  to  sJ-  -     .gly  by  an  .ves  as 

sservin  ;  . 

r  those  st 
-,  the  very  least  we  can  do  is  to  t 
i   circumstances  in  our  prayers. 
;ard  an  interesting  item  on  a  news    ( 
week.   It  involves  a  man  be: 
low  came  t       ^r«i_ 

itor.  rs  now  he  has  be 

easing  medicine,  au.  *7!T4f    m  , 

e  is  one  of  not  1 

■  . 
fflfff*  (ja 

OF    T#*rr  AP-&4 
s.  Now  i 


doctor  who   is  merely   75 

.     .  medicine, 

iyon.es  c  .  , 

License.     And  for  help i 

i 
.;  ,  bo 

on 

LOt 

lucr  .      -  ---       robbers  and  murderers  li 

,  $rs  sue 

i 

^ed 
it. 
1  doctor 

,         1  li  :e  to  sh  , 

(Illustration  of  doct  >r  his  pec^  " 

re  for  statist 

■ 
:r  -;:-     '  wi 

3UT 

aide  us  ay  ever  fci sties   so 

3  real   1  ,  :.■      ■ 

our 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
bljtlep,    pennsylvani  a 
Sixth  Sunday   After   Epiphany  February    17,    197^ 

Mr,    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma   Collins,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Jodi   Marte,    Gordon  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  Of  WORSHIP    ll:QOA.M. 
Prelude  Music  "Joy   Fills   the  Horn  ins"  Wells 

"Morning  Pqelude"        Getting 
Si  lent  Prayer 

*prace6slonal  hvmn  no.  j9  "safely  through  another  weekh 

^Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*Exhoftation 

•Confession  (In  Unison) "Most  gracious  and  merciful  Goo, 
who  habt  promjsed  mercy  and  forgiveness  to  all  them  who 
confess  ano  forsake  their  sins.  we  come  before  thee  with 
a  humble  sense  of  our  own  unwqrth i  ness ,  acknowledging 
our  manifold  transgressions  of  thy  righteous  law,  in 
thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed.  '%  have  every  day  dome 
those  things  which  thou  hast  forbidden,  and  left  undone 
those  things  which  thou  hast  commanded;  so  that,  when  we 
look  upon  our  past  lives,  and  remember  that  thou  kno*'£st 
our  most  secret  sins,  we  are  afraid  of  thy  judgments,  and 
ashamed  to  lift  up  our  eyes  unto  thee.   but,  0  gracious 
Father,  who  oeb  i  rest  not  the  death  cf  a  sinner,,  look 

UPON  US,  WE  BESEECH  THEE,  IN  THY  SON  JeSUS  C'HRtST,  AND 
FOR  THE  MERITS  OF  HIS  SUFFERINGS.,  BE  MERCIFUL  UNTO  US, 
AND  GRANT  UNTO  US  THE  FULL  AND  FREE  FORGIVENESS  OF  OUR 

s  i  nb«   Amen,  f' 
*Kvh i e    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

"Praise 

*P*Stor!         *Q     Lotto    OPEN    OUR     LIPS* 

"Peoples  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise* 

"DOXOLOGY    No.  55' 

Scripture  Lesson:  Mark  $:   35~50 

Hymn  No,    213     "0   Lord,    turn  not  Thy  face   away" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith    (Apostles'   Creed) 
Gloria  Pat-ri 


Lu  1  s  1  n  1 
Thompson 


Van  Woept 


> 


*Call   to  Ppayer 

"Pastort      The  Lqro   be  with  you. 
*Pedple!      And   with   thy  spirit, 
"PastorJ      Let   us  Pray. 
•Prayer   and   Prayer   Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Offertory  "Andante   Sqstenuto" 

Installation  of  Under  Shepherds 
Anthem:  "At   Worship"  arr. 

Sermon;  "A   SALT  FOR  ALL  SEASONS!" 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No .   217     "Rock  of  Ages" 
"Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pqstlude :  "March   Ekaltat i on" 

________  +c0ngre0att on  standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed   sy 
Mr,   &  Mrs.   William  L.    Outter   in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones". 
Serving   as   Ushers  today   are:      "Paul  Riemer,    Oaryl  Tait, 

John  Oreher,    Gary   Penar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs*    Paul   Riemer  will   represent  Council  at 

the  door  today. 
Nursery    i  s   prov  i  dec-   today   by  Eli  zabeth   Armstrong 

and  Jane  Armstrong. 
Hospital* zed:     Mrs.    Betty.  Fi lson,   Mr.    Clarence  Wolfe "rriffi* 
Holly   Covert* -/fit-?/?     C  ft  *^J    //tx^       _.//V#-*t    fry 

THE  ATTENDANCE  LAST  SUNDAY  WAS  2T9* 

■TONIGHT   -  6: JO  -   YOUTH  CHOIR   PRACTICE       -7      -, 

TONIGHT   -  7:00  -  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  MEETING—     /.     J  ° 

MONDAY  -  7:30  -   FIDELITY   BIBLE  CLASS  MEETING 

WEDNESDAY  -  g:Q0  -  GOLDEN  CIRCLE  MEETING 

THURSDAY    -    10*30  -  MARY  MARTHA   CIRCLE   -  home   of  Mary 
Lou   Davis. 

THURSDAY  -  6;30  -  BUTLER   AREA   LAYMAN'S  DINMER  - 
The  Women's    Fellowship  have  charge  of   the   meal  at 
■job  Church.      Tickets   are  available   from  J,   Walter 
Harmon  and  Rosert   TaJt,      We  would  like  to   have   a 
good   attendance. 

The   Under   Shepherds  WILL  have   a   short  meeting   today 
after   the  Worship   Service.      All  material    is    to   be 
in  the  hands  of  the  congregatton  before  ash  wednesday. 
All  year   books  that  were   left  will  be  distributed  by 
Under   Shcpherds, 

y/*    /v^r___- 

I 


vf  / 1  r^-J"     **&t  I-"*;- 


Salt  necessary  ingredient  in   our  lives 
too  much  is   trouble,    too   little   ie   trouble, 
r-nst  have  nroper  amount  to  atay  healthy 

vs  jOa,   Jesus  probably  talking  to  some  fishermen  £ 
th       knew  value  of  salt. 
Pl.-ning   in  Sevs    Scotia,    3t.    Margarets   Bay. 
filleted  fish,    others  in  barrel,    salt  as  preservativ 
until    enuf  to    sell   to  buyer. 
Ja.   listeners  knew  needed   salt  in  hot  dry  climate 
else   all  spoil   nuickly 

vs  50b   "Have  salt  in  yourselves. " 
what  does  statement  mean? 
Anyone  knows  must  have   salt  in   selves,    a  necessity 

literally   could  mean  shake  one  of  little  bottles  on 

dining   room   table. 

But  light  of  Js   speaking  is  different  meaning. 

Telling  disc,    that  day  well   as  this,    preservative  of 
life  must  be  kept  constant   supply   each  life 
Preservative  of  life  was,   is   THe  Christian  life 

Xpians  who  lost  xoian  flavor  cannot  live,    act   as  pre- 
suxxUxi  serving  force  in  world 

Several  yre   ago  man  remarked,    "If  you  have  anything 
neculi^rly  Christian  to  say  at  this  hour,   for  God's 
sake   say  it.      If  you  have  nothing  to  fioy  but  the  echo 
of  what  i I   heard   on   every   street   corner   and   in   every 
luncheon   club   in  the  land,    for  Sod's  sake  keep  still." 

tfl    '-   this  man  said  then  applies  today   as  well,    ana 

e.^jecially   in  many  pulfits. 
Dr.    ^nrl   Knrniincer  iJtxfeHHlc   noted  psychiatrist   in  book 
•What   Brer  Happened   to  Sin?",   points  out  that  we 
would   have   lens  mental   illness  if  people  knew   what    sin 
was.      He   states,    "A  strange   silence   coming  from  our 
nation's  pulaitB"about  sin  &  its  effects,   S-  its  con- 
lequencwt  upon  people's   lives." 

Hare  is  man  deals  dsily  with  peopls  mental  problems 
He  making  remsrk  that  much  mentsl  illness  avoided  if 
pxEXxfexxx  ministers  get  back  to  old  fashioned  nreach 
what   should  he   preached. 

Here  is   a  -lortion   of  salt  Js    talked   about 

In  our  scripture  Je  gives  the  admonition  of  what  happeii 
t<      omeone  causing  a  little  one  to  sin 

I      pnder  how  many  youth  &  young  people  who  have  attends 
cfcurch  from  1?,13  are  aware  of  all  implications  of  Bin 


"A  Salt  For  All  Seasons,! " 

i   Mark  9:50, 

Salt  ie  good;   but  if  salt  has  lost  its   saltness, 
>i,y    .ill   you   aaaaoa   it?      Have   salt   in  yourselves,    and 
bt»         ssace   with   one   "nother.  " 

In  scripture  Jesus  had  definite  things  to  say  about 

how  we  live, 
vs   ^5t   be  servants 

va  37,    receive   children,    &  will   receive   Him 
if  we   refuse  children  we   refuse  Jenus 

va  40,    for  us   or   against  us 

no  middle   ground,    either  completely  for  or  aomp,    agair 

Heat  of  message  is  vs  4?,    causing  little  ones  to  sin. 
Sot  to  do  or  eay  anything  cuase  children  sin 
especially   sobering  when   think  of  His   children   we 
meet   every  day 
We  must  guard   all   we   do    and   Bay 

1'hen  He  gives  specifics 
vs  43   (hands)   keep  off  things,   people. 
watch  hi  tting,    touching,   stealing 
cut  off  and  not  let  cause   you  to   sin 

vs   45   (foot)   walking, stepping  over  proper  conduct 
cut  off  if  causes   to   sin 

vs   47  (eye)    looking,    lusting,    desiring,    wanting 
cluck   out  if   cause   to   sin 

o(      r  words,    take   all  things  out  of  your  life   that 
use  youto  sin. 
away   from   Tjeople,.  nlaces,    thing*    that    .fill   let 
you  fall 

Avoid  the  t«ptations   that  v.ill  bring  down  to  world  ±a 
level   Ik  its   earthly  pleasures 

He  not  only   warns   about   sin,   but   about  punishment 
va  48,   Must   always  be   awara  Cod  God  of  love,  but  will 
not   stand   by   and  let   do  as   pleases 
And    at   hour  of  death  usher  us   into  kingdom. 
Instead  he  glees   chance  to  get  right  and  be  right. 
To   deliberately   refuse   is   to   invite  own   punishment 

Humorous   recoed   of   salt, 
Yiddish  man,    "Have  I   goji  salt?" 
I      ;lt   overflows  garage,    house,    store   etc. 

"Three  times   r?  year,   a  salesman   comes   here,    and 
boy  can  he  sell  salt. " 


Solas  V  ■  lied  upon  answer  collective,  personal  sin 
•inr  in  cnir  lives, 
ns  here  this  morning  can  ait  back  say, 
reacher  talk  about  others  in  coup;,  town,  not  me." 

If  "<■  do,  then  as  Apostle  John  says,  "A  liar  and  the 

' h  not  in  us.  " 

Billy  Graham  in  Atlanta  paat   rummer. 

opposition  long  before  he   ever  arrived, 
not  from  :"on-Christian,  but  from  clergy. of  mainline 
r>rot   churches. 
Sad  commentary  when  we   -erlize  Atlanta  leads  nation, 
wonderful  statistic  of  best  peaches, 

leads  nation  in  Nurber  One   City   Vener     n  ■«. 

If  any   city  needa   oru«ad«   chould  be  city  with  most 
immorality. 

And  we  wonder  why  t  a   Eilence   coming  from  our 

pulpits  and   not  apeaking  out  against   "in. 
What  country  needs  is  not  good   5  Bent   cigar  as  rcncone 
once  proposed 

!    ■  need  id  the  QOOl 

Thia  would   be  the  Salt  Js  tells  us  nave  in  lives 

Only  when  Christ  living i n  hearts  &  live*  we  have 

A   SALT  FOR   AIL  SEASOUS 

It  is  only  when  Christ  is  presented  to  those  who  are 

in  need  of   reminding  that  they  are   sinners,   that  we 

have   the  proper  salt. 

Ar     yes,   it  is  only  when  the  pulpits  of  our  land  once 

a}i_j.n   have  men   everywhere   speaking  to   their  people 

about  sin,    and  striving  to  help  then  to  know  that   even 

though  we   are     1  ,        sua  Christ  removes  our 

sin,   and  makes  us   whole. 

Only   then   \  ill   we   have    "A   SALT   FOR  ALL   SEASONS. " 


Say   this  becouae  during  last  6,   8  yrsinvolved   in       '/ 

Viet  ::am. 
During  this  tims  many   preachers  were   voicing   opinions 
af    ut  immorality  of  that   war. 
..jch  what   said  right. 

f    <t  while  belaboring  Immoral  war,    how  many  were 
striving  to  preach  to   cong.    about  imraor-lity/home^ 

V.Te  look  at    "Hew  Morality"  &  shacked   at  free   love, 
pre-mprital  sex,    eoamunnl   living,    wife  swapping, 
young  Deople   living  together  no  marriage, 
shake  head  say,    "How,   a  why  come  about? " 
How  msny  of  young  peop  involved  never  heard   the   denun- 
ciation  of   this  kind   of  living  as   coming  from   V.'ord  of 
Sod? 

How  many  have  left  church  disgruntled  i  didcoura,ced, 
never  to  hear  pastor  xajtk  sneak  out  againBt  immorality 
of  all  kinds? 

We  look  what   I   csll   "Ben  Immorality?  in  nation,   &  are 
shocked  oeop   should  be   trustworthy  will  cheat  income 
tax,   break   in  1  spy,   bug  phones,    accent  bribes  etc, 
1    we  ask,    "How  8  why  haa    fehli    con       bout  in  nation? 

Yet   how  many  of   these   same   peon,    church  regularl;. 
listened  nice   little   sermons   that   never  once   caused 
them  to  look  into   their  hearts  &  see  they  sinners? 

Kow  many  us  listened  ser,    race  enual,   been  convinced 
must  do  something,   never  been  told  must  start   with 
brother  next  door,    cross   street  or  same  house,   for 
do    otherwise    cin. 

Ka     on  standard  today  make  us  modern  Sodora  Gomorrah 
:L. .e  come  believe  not  sin  lie,   cherat,   Eteii,    extort, 
bug,    goSBip,  break  into,   be  immoral  &  do   all   things 
word  of  God    sneaks   against. 
NO,    ALL   THESE  HOT   SITS,    OBIT   SIIJ  IS  TO  GET   CAUGHT. 

tfe  have  glorified  drunkenness,    immorality,   lawlessness 
&  other  things  films  \  tv,    -  wonder  «nj     oung  peop 
act   ps  they  do. 

,.'e  hide  behind  our  otocke,   bonds,    our  corns,bilt   on 

sweat   of  thousands  of  poor. 

Our  city,    atpte,    federal  officials  go  in  office  avg 

common  peop,    come  cat  millionaires. 

All    this  done   in   cruise   of  resnectrbility   !    Ho"   OHB 

B'THBRS  OR  DAHBS   TO   STJfflll   UP   A1ID   CP.Y   SIS,    CI". 

""    i  I  look   around  me  at  nation,    our  peop  c;v°ryb-here,. 
i't  help  but  think   there   comes  day  of  reckoning, 
help  us  when  it  doen. 


"or  All  Seasons!" 

ark  fcc9:5ri,      "  *-s  good;  but  tf  sxkfc  the  salt  has  lost  its  saltness, 
how  will  you  season  it?  Have  salt  in  yourselves,  and  he 
at  peace  with  one  another." 

Shortly  after  World  War  II  there  tosss.  humorous  recordP 
/\/i<>yc    rift*  hAr  *    &<££*<<-„    AB-^r    x/\^r 

that  came  out.   The  man  on  the  record  talked  all  tl      it  in  the  Yiddish 
dialect,  and  all  he  said  had  to  do  with  salt.   He  said,  "  Alt,  have  I 
got  salt?"  Then  he  proceeded  to  explain  that  he  had  salt  isockis  over- 
flowing his  store,  his  house,  his  garage.  Everywhere  he  had  an  over- 
abundance of  salt.  He  remarked  that  he  could  not  sell  the  salt,  but  the 
punch  line  went  something  like  this,  "Three  times  a  year  a  salesman  comes 
here,  and  boy  can  he  sell  Eialt." 

It  is  a  very  necessary  ingredient  in  our  lives.  We  must 
have  a  certain  amount  in  our  bodies  to  remain  healthy.   Too  much  salt  and 
re  have  some  problems.   Salt  is  necessary  xn  many  ways,  as  we  shall  see 
this  morning. 


In  our  text  AfSr£'0^£^£ie^t    Jesus  is       ;  about  salt, 
tells  His  listeners  that  salt  is  :;ood.   Perhaps  some  of  His  listeners 
were  fishermen,  they  knew  the  value_of  salt.   In  Tlova  Sgotia  this  past 
summer  we  went  cod  fishing.   When  we  came  hack  Jh.  from  St.  Margarets 
Bay,  the  fisherman  filleted  the  fish  we  wanted  and  the  others  he  cleaned 
and  packed  in  large  barrels  in  sa.lt.   This  salt  would  act  as  a  preservative 
until  he  had  a  sufficient  quality  to  ship  to  the  fish  buyers. 

Jesus  goes  on  to  say  that  salt  id  only  good  when  it  is 
salty,  and  if  it  loses  its  sSLtiness,  then  it  is  worthless.   "How  will  you 
season  it,"  He  asks?  The$e|  people  knew  what  He  was  talking  about.  They 
understood  that  salt  had  to  be  salty  or  things  would  spoil  more  rapidly 
in  that  hot  desert  climate  of  Palestine.  He  told  them,  "Have  Salt  in 


"A  Salt  For  All  Seasons! " 

i'e.    Mark  9:50,  "SAlt  is  good;  but  if  salt  baa  lost  its  srltness,*  how  will 
you  season  it?  Have  salt  in  yourselves,  and  be  at  peace 
with  one  another." 

In  our  scrioture  for  this  morning  Jesus  had  some  very  definite  things  to  say 
regarding  our  way  of  living.   Birst  he  tells  us  that  we  must  be  his  servants, 

vs  35b.   Then  he  tells  us  that  we  must  receive  children  because  when  we  do 

we  receive  Firn.   And  if  we  refuse  to  receive  children  we  refuse  Jesus  Himself. 

Hft  points  out  that  we  are  either  for  or  against  Him,  when  one  of  His  disciples 

talks  ibout  others  ministering  in  His  name.   Jesus  lets  it  be  known  that  there 

is  no  middle  ground  of  belief.   tfa  either  are  completely  for  Him  and  follow  Him, 

or  we  are  completely  against  Him. 

But  then  He  really  gets  to  the  meat  of  His  message  when  He  says;  vs  42. 

In  other  words  we  pre  not  to  csuss  of  any  of  His  children  to  sin.   W«  are  not 

to  do  anything  or  say  anything  that  will  cause  another  to  sin.   This  is  especially 

■   Ting  when  we  consider  that  we  all  come  into  "contact  with  many  of  Hia  children 

everyday,  and  that  we  must  guard  what  we  do  and  guard  what  we  say. 

Then  He  gives  specifics  for  His  followers,   He  says;  vs  43  (hands) 

He  is  saying;  if  your  hand  is  somewhere  and  it  is  going  to  sin,  like  steeling, 

or  hitting  someone,  or  touching  someone  in  a  wrong  way,  cut  it  off  and  do  not  let 

it  cause  you  to  sin, 

vs.  45  (foot)  He  is  saying  if  your  foot  is  going  to  lead  to  a  place  where  you  will 

sin,  or  if  you  are  going  to  step  over  the  proper  rules  of  conduct  and  living,  then 

cut  it  off. 

vs.  47  (eye)   He  is  spying  that  if  your  eyesiare  going  to  lead  you  astray,  that  if 

they  are  going  to  look  at  things  that  will  make  you  desire  them  wrongfully,   if  they 
are  going  to  cause  you  to  lust,  then  pluck  them  out.   In  other  words  by  ail  means 
and  as  much  as  possible,  remove  the  things  from  your  life  that  may  cause  you  to 
-ain.   Stay  ^way  from  things  end  people  that  may  cause  you  to  stumble.   Avoid  the 
temptatiifcs  that  will  bring  you  down  to  the  level  of  the  world  and  its  earthly 
pleasures. 
Jesus  not  only  warns  against  the.  sins,  but  he  warns  that  there  is  a  punishment 


-2- 
for  disobedience  as  well.   vs.  48,  "where  their  worm  does  not  diem  and  the   .re 

is  not  quenched."   ,,'e  must  always  be  aware  that  although  God  is  a  God  of  love, 
HeSfa  not  going  to  stand  by  audi  lot  us  do  just  exactly  as  we  please  and  then  at 
the  hour  of  our  death  usher  us  into  His  kingdom  pimply  because  Re  is  all  loving. 
Instead  He  gives  us  every  opportunity  to  get  right  with  Him,  and  strive  to  live 
right  and  by  so  doing  we  can  become  a  part  of  His  kingdom.   But  to  deliberately 
refuse  if  to  invite  our  own  punishment. 

aEKXHxxsaxx^:  Shortly  after  vlorld  War  II  sever?!  humorous  records  came  out.   Skbx 
Anions  them  waa  a  record  about  salt.   The  man  on  the  record  talked  all  through 
the  record  in  the  Yiddish  dialect  and  nil  he  said  had  to  do  with  salt.   He  said, 
"Salt,  have  I  rot  salt."  Then  he  proceeded  to  explain  that  he  had  an  over- 
abundance of  salt.   He  had  Gait  overflowing  his  store,  hia  house,  his  gsrgge, 

everywnhere  he  had  too  much  salt.   He  remarked  that  he  had  difficulty  selling  the 
salt,  but  the  punch  line  was,  "Three  times  a  y  r,    an  comes  here,  and  boy, 
can  he  sell  salt. " 

£«  ■  very  necessary  ingredient  in  our  lives.   If  we  have  too  much  we  have 
blems  and  if  we  have  too  little  we  have  other  problems,  we  must  have  the 
proper  amount  in  order  to  remain  healthy. 

Jesus  told  the  people  that  "Salt  is  good,  but  if  salt  has  lost  its  saltness,  how 
will  you  season  it? "Perhaps  some  of  His  listeners  were  fishermen  and  they  under- 
stood what  he  was  saying.   "."hen  we  were  in  Hovi.  Scotia  we  went  Cod  fishing.   .'hen 
we  came  back  in  from  St.  Margarets  Bay,  the  fisherman  filleted  the  fish  we  wanted 
and  the  rest  he  put  into  large  barrels  packed  with  salt.   The  Bait  would  i  st  •: 
a  preservative  until  he  had  a  sufficient  quantity  to  shin  to  the  fish  buyers. 
Jesus  listeners  must  have  kiown  that  in  the  hot  dry  climate  in  which  thet  lived, 
things  would  apil  very  rapidly  and  readily  if  they  were  not  preserved  with  salt. 

Thus  they  had  a  very  good  idea  of  what  he  was  saying. 

Jut  then  he  told  them,  "Have  salt  in  yourselves." 


-2- 
:?selves."   What  could.  He  possi'  ]     in  by  that  statement'?     'Is 
~a  ve.  1  .    -jone  know- 

in  ourselves,  and  that  it  is  a  necessity  of  lif  •  . 

,  Lf  we  take  this  literally,  we  are  thii       hat 
we  need  to  one  of  those  little       bottles  we  have  on  our  dining 

room  tables,  ind  this  will  give  us  the  salt       1  in  ourselves.   But  if 
we  n      -  It  in  the  light  of  what  Jesup  ;,       fc  takes 

on  a  different  meaning. 

He  was  telling  His  disciples  of  that       s  well  as  His 
followers  of  this  day,  that  the  preservative  of  life,  must  be  kept  in 
constant  supply  in  each  life.   The  preservative  of  life  was  and  is,  the 
Christian  life.   Christians  who  have  Ibst        hristian  flavor,  cannot 
live  or  act  In  their  lives  as  a  preserving  force  in  the  world. 

Several  year         an  remarked,  "If  you  have  anything 
peculiar-"  ■...-:  t">  say  at  this  hour,  for  "od's  sake  f-^  itl   If   ■■-■-■ 

to  say  but  the  echo  of  what  is  heard  on  every  street  corner 
in  every  luncheon  club  in  f:  c  I  -ilf  for  "rod's  sake  keep  still!" 
I  think  what  this  man  said  then,  still  applies  today,  and  I  would  say  t1 
it  applies  to  many  men  who  occupy  many  pulpits  in  the  land* 

Just  this  past  week  a  commentator  on  the  radio  was  telli 
of  a  book  written  by  Dr.  Karl  Menninger  the  noted  psychiatrist.   IPhe  title 
of  the  book  is,  "WHat  'Sver  Happened  To  3in?"  In  his  book  Dr.  Menninger 
points  out  that  we  would  have  less  mental  illness  in  our  nation  if  people 
knew  what  sin  is.  He  state s  that  there  has  been  a  strange  silence  coningf 
from  our  nation's  pulpits  about  sin  and  its  effects,  and  its  consequences.  " 
-isBfc  fyp.re   is  a  man  who  deals  daily  with  mental  problems  and 
srs  of  all  kinds,  and  he  is  making  the  remark  that  much  mental  111- 
ness  could  be  avoided  if  our  ministers  would  get  back  to  the  old  fashioned 


ik  of  preaching  wb  b    y   should  be  preaching.  Here  is  a  portion  of 
that  salt  that  Jesus  was  talking  about. 


This  commentary  on  Dr,  1  Ie1m.in.3er '  s  book  gave  me  my  in- 
spiration for  this  mornings  message.   I  began  to  search  the  scriptures 
for  a  passage  dealin       ^in,  and  ironically  I  found  hxxh±  this  passage 
in  Kark.   I  say  ironically,  because  it  tells  in  vivid  detail  of  the  effects 
of  sin  and  what  is  goin^  to  happen  to  th  se  who  sin.   In  other  words  it 


speaks  of  a  hell,  and  I  spoke  of  hell  last  week. 

In  our  scripture  we  read  of  the  admonition  of  Jesus  that 
p-P"  anyone  who  causes  children  to  sin,  it  would  be  better  if  that  person  were 
thrown  into  the  sea.   By  this  we  may  imply  that  to  permit  sin  to  enter 
into  the  lives  of  children  or  youth  is  a  very  serious  offence.  Yet  I 
wonder  how  many  of  our  youth  and  young  people  today,  who  have  attended 
church  from  say  the  age  of  12  or  13*  are  aware  of  all  of  the  implications 
of  sin.   I  say  this,  because  for  the  past  6  or  8  years  we  have  been  in- 
voked in  that  war  in  Viet  Nam.   During  all  of  that  time,  many  preachers 
were  voicing  their  opinions  as  to  the  immorality  of  that  war,  and  much 
of  what  they  have  said  is  right.   But,  while  they  have  been  belaboring 
an  immoral  war,  how  many  of  them  have  been  striving  to  preach  to  their 
congregations  of  the  sin  of  immorality  here  at  hotae. 

look  at  what  has  been  called  the  "New  Morality"  in  our 
nation  and  we  are  shocked  at  the  free  love,  the  pre-marital  sex,  the 
communal  living,  the  wife  swapping,  the  living  together  of  young  reople 
without  bothering  with  marriage,  and  we  shake  our  heads  and  we  ask,  "How, 
and  why  has  this  come  about?"  How  many  of  the  young  people  thus  involved, 
never  heard  the  dununciation  of  this  type  of  living  as  coming  from  the 
word  of  lod,  and  how  many  of  them  left  the  church  never  to  hear  their  pastor 
speak  out  against  imnorality  of  all  kinds? 

*.  We  look  at  what  ooulki,  baL^knumml  the  "New  Immorality"  in  our 

Wtfc       A 

nation,  and  we  are  shocked  that  people  -t*S5"fc  should  be  trustworthy  will 

stoop  to  cheating  on  their  income  taxes,  will  break  into  private  quaBters 
od  6 tliers  to  spy  on  them,  will  bug  tn'eir  phones,  will  accept  bribes  and 


-4-- 

■fill  do  naaeroMs  oilier  shady  t.ij-n;?,  -and  we  askt  "How  and  why  has  tJni.s 
"Come  about  in  our  nation?"  Yet,  how  many  of  these  people  have  gone  to 

i«"  "  ■    ■'  — '       *       —  i  ■  — 

church  regularly  and  listened  to  nice  little  sermons  that  never  once  caused 
o  look  within  their  hearts  and  see  that  they  are  sinners. 

How  many  of  us  have  listened  to  sermons  about  racial  equalitv 
and  have  been  convinced  that  we  must  help  those  of  minority  groups,  but 
have  never  been  told  that  we  must  start  treating  t'_-  ':  person  living  around 
or  near  us  as  a  brother,  for  to  do  otherwise  is  a  bj 

have  standards  in  our  nation  that  hek  make  us  the  modern 
day  equivalent  of  Sodom  and  G-ommorah,  T.,re  have  come  to  believe  that  it  is 
jiot  a  sin  to  lie,  to  cheat,  to  steal,  to  arttort,  to  hn°-,  ^q  h-r^v-  in-hn 
to  gossip,  to  be  immoral  and  to  do  all  of  t-_-;  t;i  :.~  that  the  '.;  .rd  of  "■■■" 
•?.inst.   No  all  of  these  are  not  sins,  the  only  sin  :*      ;et 


ht. 

"•e  glorified  drunkenness,  immorality,  "  -■.-■!  -  -  :--i -->-:■-.■  -^d 

other  things  in  our  films  -■  :  ~  on  our  television  ■■■  ;---r  why  our 

;  people  qct  as  they  do.   '■;  ide  behind  our  st      ind  bonds, 
■  "   '   '  '  ' '  *      ■         » 

corporations  built  on  fcfes  greed  and  the  sweat  of        msands  of  our 

p#or,    ur  city,  county,  str.te,  and  federal  offici-1-  ;o   into  office  as 

aver-  -■•  .-->■--,,-,.-  ■,-.^-i,=  ^    ^d   come  out  millionaires.    All  of  this  is  done  ' 

ise  of  -  Lty,     no  one  bothers  or  dares  to       up  and 

cry  "ITT 

—  'hen  I  look  around  me  at  our  nation,  and  our  people  e\  r;  - 

•  ,  it  feel  that  there  is  going  to  come  a  day  of  rec  v.  i 

-od  help  us   '-■-.  it  floes.   ,re  are  going  to  be  called  upon  to  answer 

for  our  collective  and  our  personal  sins,  and  I  believe  we  should 

\re  sinning  whin  \m    :l:i.   There  isn't  a  one  of  us  here  this  morning  who 

can  sit  back  and  say,  "re"llt  the  preacher  may  be  talkir.  ;  ■  > v, ':  i-».ny  other 

peop]      ••"  '  nation  and  here  in  our  town,  but  he  isn't  tc  '      about  me." 


do,  then  w<  tie  John  say  i,  "  liaa  md  the 


X 


_5- 


fch  Is  not  in  us." 


This  past  sunnier  B      raham  held  a  crusade  in  Atlanta 


Georgia.   *"e  met  a  tr  int  of  opposition  to  his  ministry  there- 

the  opposition  did  not  come  fr       irreligious,  but  3      le^L  by 
none  other  than  the  clergy  of  many  of  th  protest      Lurches 


l*M 


there  ani  I  wouldn't  be  surprised  if  f  _^  rep  led  the  parade. 

a  sad  commentary  indee        a  stop  to  consider  that  Atlanta  "eorg^ 

not  lead  the  nation  in  the  wonderful  statistic  of  growing  ^he  best  peaches, 

but  instead  leads  the  nation  as  being  tksxscsExfexEijQc  the  number  ONE  cit 

in  Venereal  Disease.   If  w ■-:-;-  TraLfcxgg  city  needs  to  have  a  crusade  to  '•■-.". 
Into  their  lives,  it  should  be  the  city  with  the  ~v:t  immorality. 


s&   the  Btrange  silence  coming  from  our  pulpijs 
par 

and/ speaking  out  against  sin, 

V/hat  this  country  needs  is  not  a  good  5  cent  cigar  as  someone 
once  proposed,  what  it  needs  is  the  good  10  Commandments.   This  would  be 
the  salt  that  Jesus  tells  us  to  have  in  our  lives.   It  Is       hen  we 
haveChrist  living:  in  out  hpa-p-h^  a^"1  ""•■  livf>s  that  vie  have  salt  for  all 
seasons.   It  is  only  when  we  have  Christ  presented  to  those  who  are  In 
need  of  reminding  that  they  are  sinners,  that  we  have  the  proper  salt. 
And  yes,  it  is  only  when  the  pulpits  of  our  land  once  again  have  raen  every- 
where  speaking  to  their  people  against  sin,  and  striving  to  help  them  to 
know  that  even  though  we  all  are  sinners,  Jesus  Christ  renoves  our  sin, 
and  makes  us  whole.   Only  then,  will  we  have  Salt  For  All  Seasons* 


L 


Call   to     forahfp:      God  is   el  spirit:    and  they  that 

[iB,   must   worship  Him   in   Spirit    and  in  Truth. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH    OF   CHRIST 

BuT1_eP,      PENNSYLVANIA 

Seventh    Sunday  After  Epiphany  February  2kt    1 97^+ 

Mr,    Ralph  C.    Link,,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Jool    Marte,    Gordon  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Fantasje   Tr|on(phale't  Makttn 

Si  lent   Player 

•Processional   Hymn  No.    3^    tt Father,    again    j  n   Jesus'    name 

we  meet" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Most  Holt  Goo,  who  does 
search  and  purtfy  the  hearts  of  men!   brant  us   to 
know  ourselves  as  we  truly  are t   open  to  us  the 
condjtljn  of  our  soul-sj  give  us  penitence  and  forgiveness 
for  our  sins,  enable  us  with  steadfast  resolution  to 
amend  our  lives;  deliver  u8  from  captivity  to  false 
thoughts  ano  evil  haslts,  that  with  unity  of  mind  and 
peace  of  conscience  we  may  have  our  full  reconciliation 
with  you,  and  be  of  the  blessed  company  of  all  your 
faithful  people;  through  jesus  christ  our  lord,  amen. " 

*Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Pf=AfSE 

•Pastor*        t0   Lord  open  our   lips 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

•Ooxolqgv        No.    551 
Scripture   Lessons  John  hi    I  —  I *+- 

Hymn  No,   3&\  "Fling   out  the  banner!11 

•Affirmation  of  our   Faith       (Statement   of   Faith) 
•Glor i a  Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastors      The   Lo«d   be  with  you. 
•People;      And  with   thy  spirit. 
•Pastor;     Let  us  Pray. 
'Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 


yr. 


OfffRI NG 

Offertory  "Traumere I "  Schumann 

Anthem:      "The  Children's   Hymn  of   P^mee"         Rasley 
SermqnI  "THIRSTY  HEARTS?" 

Prayer   and   Lq«o ' a   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    2~f&    "O    Love  that  wilt   not   let 

me   go" 
•BeneoTction  and   Three    Fold   Amen 
Organ   Postlude:  "Allegro"  Hopkins 

--------  *Congregati on  Standing  -  -   -  -  - 

The   Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar   have   been   placed  sy 

The   Fidelity  Bible  Class   to   the   "Glory  of  God", 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are!      'Don  Kjngsley,    David 

Curtis,    George   Pflugh  and  James  McClvmonds. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Mike  Nazaruk  will  represent   Council 

at   the   door   today. 
Tuesday  -  7:3°  -  Board  of  Christian   Ehucation 
Wednesday  -  700  -  ASH  WEDNESDAY  -  Holy   Communion 

(Pew)  -  The  Sermon  Topic  w(ll   re  "A  Change". 
Friday  -  S'^0  ~  Work   night  to    paint  the   large   room 
in  the   Undercroft*      We  need   all   the   help  we   can  get 
that  way   it  doesn't   take  anyone   every   long.      The  men 
are   to   bring  drop  cloths,    rollers    (necessity)    ano 
brushes.      The  women  will  clean   the   cupboards   and 

DO.  "OTHER     "WORK.         We     WANT     t  T    NICE    FOR    THE    RECEIPT  I  ON 

to  follow  Ordination* 
Don't  forget  to   save  March    10,    at  7:30  P.M.    for  the 

Ordination  and    Installation   of  our   new  Minister. 
March    IJ    is   still  open  for  Altar   Flowers  -    if   you 

V'ISH     TO    HAVE     THIS    &UWOAY    J     PLEASE     LET     BeA     Ta)  t    KNOW. 

the   attendance    last   sunday  was   235" 

Mrs.   Marilyn  Stephenson  w ill  be  Pianist   for   the  Youth 

Choir  today.     Mrs*   Cynoie  Sysert  will  direct  the 

Youth  Choi r. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today  sy  Mrs.    Linda  McMillin. 
Hospitalized:     Mrs.    Edward  WeJ/chey^wqb,   Homer  Filson,2£/ 
■y  Miss  Winifred  McGrody,    Mrs,    Hulda   Lippold.  'V;  ^, 
We  will  se   receiving    new  members   soon  -    IF   you   KNOW 

OF  ANY  PROSPECTIVE  MEMBERS  PLEASE  PUT  THE T R  NAME 

and  address  in  the  offering  plate  or  give  to  the 
Minister. 
See  you  in  Church  -  Wed.  -  Feb,  2T  -  Holy  Communis. 


(Illustration  ::ikita  Xruschev)  ?/ 

fore    2   examps.    of  liidiv.    who've   sient   money  for  that 
which  not  bread,  ,     to  work  for  that  which  does  not 
»s     sfy. 

1   one   known   ■!     ■  ,    other  world   loader 

What  ia  end  result   of  life  lived  that  way? 
"or  Mastroianni  living  in  dream  world 

'OT  Kruschey  life   od  disappoint  ment   ft  dinillusioi 
Sient   laat   day   isolation   in  n   tive    Cassia 
For   all   intents   '        tr-Dosea  prisoner  of  very 
system  he  helned  shane  S   mold. 

So   it   lo   with  men  who   place   allegiance   in  things   of 
world. 

'■.'Oman   came  Jesus   at  well   of  Jacob 
He   told   her  that   vi1.  oever  drinks   of   that   water  will 
thirst   again. 

But  whoever  drank  of  water  He  gave  would  never  thirs1 
J«.    really   saying  what   Isa   said  so  many   yrs  before 
vs.   1 

Prophet  then   spoke  on  to  listener*  ?■  told  them 
vs    7b  -   5r 

lie  is  telling  them  to  listen  carefully  what   he   r 
They   are  to  b   eating  ft   digesting  oroper  food  ft  diet 
Does  not  mean  Just  Physical  food,   but  spiritual 
as  well 

End   result  is  a  blessing  of  fatness 
Not  that    sni ritual   food  would   make  fat, 
but  w-iy   saying  if  do  things   should  do,        liFten   to 
what   Sod    saying  thru   Drophet,    will   have  happiness 
of  living  in  fulness  or  fatness  of  Load. 

'     -Hi  fatness  used  describes  rich  life,    good  life. 

±his   term  otto,    of  leanness   in  OT 

leanness   spoke   of  h^rdshiw,    Poverty,    bad   times   etc. 
'Fatness,   ease  &  luxury 

I*o    saying,    "Listen  to  what   I    aay,    he?r  me,    I-   if  do 
soul  shall  live 

Kerely  another  means   to  name   to   Rod  8   get   right   with 

Him  once  more. 

J*  said  woman  at  well,    same   as  Iso  only   slightly 
diff  way 

Isa  expressing  desires  have   listeners    come  to  Qaa 
"   drink  of  OodB    water  for  saving  their  souls 

««   saying.    Come   to   Him,    for  Hs   was   that   living  water 
of  Cod,   1  they  would  have  eternal  life  thru  Him. 


Thirsty  Hearts 
Text   Isaiah   55:l-3a, 

In      jerica  we   consume  about  ?0  gal.   water  per  day  per 

person. 
i  ii  it  drink  that  much,   but  this  avg,    for  wash, 
coo"       drink    etc. 

.    Israel   &   Egypt  not   accustomed  this  luxury 
During  time  Isaiah  vendors  walked  streets   of  Wear 
•  fldle  Sast   selling  water, 
flien  today   they   still   do. 
The   cry   of   vs  1,    Ho  every  one  who   thirsts,    come   to   th 
-.reters,  "  mu.=  t  have  been  a  frjniliar  one, 
Isaiah  uses  phrase  in  invitation  to  peonl   come  forth 
have  needs   supplied. 
They  coul  '   pic  in  mind  eye  man   coming  down   rtreet 
with^ater  jars  either  on  cart   ox  drawn,    or  on 
shoulders,   ft  supplying  peop.   needs 

It   would  conjure  up  in  imaginations  the  times  when 
they  waited   turn  to  receive  some  of  nrecious  liquid 
But  how  could   they  poesiMiy  kxy  buy   without   money? 
It   simply   not  being  done. 

,/hen   the  prophet   continues  to   invite  to  huy  wine  ft 
Hi  Ik  without   nrine  vs.    lb 
It  becomes  evident  he   is  offering  more   than  milk 
wine,    and  water. 
The   commodity  is  without   price. 
In  other  words  it  is  nriceless,    oaiinot  have  value 
placed   on    it,    it   is    so  precious. 

that  he  hr.E     ottsn    their  attention,    he    nsks   the 
t,' -• "  t     rovoking  question,   vs   ?a 

Perhaps  la.    paused  ft  g-ve   several   examples. 
Could  told   of  king  wanted  all  ground  around  nolace 
to  make  beautiful   . 
Was  able  buy   all  ground  except  one  vineyard 
'.■'her,  went  to  man  he  refused. 
Evil   wife  plotted,    a   had  man  murdered 
Thus  King  Ahab  got  hiF  desire,   anient  money 
for  thai    which  could  not  satisfy." 

Or  he  may  of  told   of  another  king,   who  lioked  upon 
beauty   of   another  mans   wife. 
His  desire   so   great,    he   too  plotted  death  of  that  msi 
"hus  King  David  got  hearts  desire,   ft  labored  for 
,h  t   wliirh  did  not   satisfy. 

Or  we  could   look  at   own  times  ft  days  ft  parallel  these 
incidents  with  story   of  Italian  Clark  Gable,    Harcello 


We  living  in  world   searching  85  seeki  3/ 

As  has  never  sought  before 
B.    Graham  has    called   it    a  xrangWi"»;r   Relig.    Hevol. 
"luote  by  Bl      Graham) 

All  round  us  see  evidence  this  search 
Feop   striving  all  ways   find   answers  life«6  oroblems 
S^-*e   seek  thru  gurus  &  mystics 

-hers  Buddhism  ft   other  secret   cults  ft   sects. 
But   in   all   this   activity  is  desire  find  meaning 
of  life 
To  find   rest  for  their   souls. 

(Illustration  of  Danish  boy  ft   Girl  suicide). 

Many  peop  unable  find   answers  to   complexities  life, 
seek  find  it   in  next,   by  taking  own  liver. 
Unf ortunstely  many  succeed 

■till  mony  others   are  being  rescued  by   concerned 

committed   peon 

This   exanrp  only  1   of  many  in  which  indiv.    involved 
have   thirsty  he art p. 
Hearts  parched  ft  dry 
cracked  from  lack  of  living  water,    can  only   come 
from  God. 
They   seeking  slake   thirst   in   nil  possible  ways 
but  have  only  found   things   of  this  world  like   eating 
too  much  salt. 
The  more   salty  food  we   eat,   more   thirsty  we  become. 

Think   of  millions  of  thirsty   herrts  this   dry.,  that 
are  ppnting  to  have   someone    say  to  them, 
"Ho  every  one   who  thirst?, ■ come  to   the  waters;    and 
he  who  has  no  money,    come,   buy   and   ect. " 

(      lustration  of  priest  &  penitent  man) 

Perhaps   some  of  us   are   in  ooeition  where  have  thirsty 
hearts,    pc   are  involved   in   search  for  God 

Perhaps  may  be  feeling  alone  &  lost   in  the  crowd 

Do  you  have   ■  thirsty  heart   oday? 

"HO   EVERY  ONB  WHO   THIRSTS.    COME  TO   THE  WATERS.  » 

COME   TO   HIM  WHO  KIXXXSXIKZIIIIXa^ffiSIMX   IS   THE  WAY, 

THE   TRUTH  AND   THE  LIFE. 

GOME   TO  HIM  WHO   WILL  GIVE,    "LIVING  WATER,    WSLLI1TG  UP 

T<"   EIEHHAL  LIFE." 

''^WBLIHE  YOUR  BARi    ^   CQItii    KJ  HIH;    HfiAfi,    THAT    3COUB 
uouL  hrtl  LXVj£«  " 


"Thirsty  Hearts?" 

Teat:  Isaiah  55: 1-3 a, 

"Ho,  every  one  who  thirsts,  come  to  the  waters?  and  he  who  has  no 
money,  come,  buy  and  eat!   Come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money 
and  without  price.   Why  do  you  spend  your  money  for  that  which  is 
not  bread,  and  your  labor  for  that  which  does  not  satisfy? 

rken  diligently  to  me, and  eat  what  is  good,  and  delight  yourself 
in  fatness.   Incline  your  ear,  and  come  to  me;  hear,  that  your 
soul  may  live . " 

Did  you  know  that  in  America  at  the  last  survey  made, 

Ticans  consume  30  gallons  of  water  per  day.   This  does  not  mean 

lat  we  each  drink  that  much,  but  that  is  the  average  fijUre  for  washi   , 

cooking  cleaning  bathing  and  so  on.   People  from  nations  such  as  Israel 

,ypt  do  not  have  ti  L     e  of  luxury.  :-  tine  of  Isaiah, 

vendors  would  walk  the  streets  of  the  cities  of  the  Hear  and  Middle  3ast, 

selling  water.        ">iay  we  are  told       till  do  this. 

3  cry  of "Ho,  every  one  who  thirsts,  cone  to  the  waters," 

extendi 

must  have  been  a  vex     iliar  one.  1  this  phrase  in  frsrfrl-rstg 

the  ffwwjrihe  invitation  to  the  people  to  c  their  needs 

lied.   They  could  picture  in  t  ye,  the  man  c 

the  ::er  jars  either  on  a  cart  being  drawn  by  an  ox, 

or  upon  his  shoulders,  and  ex>  5  the  needs  of  the  people.   It  would 

conjur        ::eir  imaginations,  the  times  when  they  waited  their  turn 
to  of  that  precious  liquid.   But  how  could  the;      '.My 

buy  without  money.   This  was  simply  not  being  dor  .  . 

het  continues  to  invite  them  to  buy  wine  and 
milk  without  laoney  and  without  price,  it  becomes  evident  that  he  is 
offering  them  something  more  than  just  wi        Llk       |_;er»   The 

lity  is  without  price.   In  other  priceless,  it  ca- 

fes have  a  value  plac        it,     ;.    1  precious, 
>-  .....  Qn^  j^  asks  the  very 

,  ond  your  money  for      which 


—1— 

bread,  and           'or                     '  ''..  ?" 
-_ — — ■  ;  ■.■-. — — 

tain  king  who  wanted  all  of  the 

■t  ,  'd  of  or 

;ive  it  .up. 

- 
for      -  •'  '-•.:-.  -  ••"'     J  '   '  "  ",  . 
have  to]  , 

'      ,        desire  '  ;»eat,  t 

th  of  th       ,  ' 


1  not  s  "    . 


\js   ancj      Lei 

him,  lulati  ,     , 

- 

in  it         ,  -chev) 

* 


fe  live-1 
-  it  is  living  in    '   •-  -  "  L,  '         Lng  or 

ose  to  lif  ,  -  it  became  a  life  of  disillusionment, 

he  spent  hi        :ys  in  isolation  i    '      Lve  Russii  .     was  for 
all  intents  er  of  the  very  £on        ■•_-,n?nent  he 

rid.  at  the  well  of  Jacob, 


-3- 

and  il  "  "':.■'■"   :'  -■■'■  '-   :.  ■■  "or  ■■:  ."il  :  thirst 

in,  But,  whoever  drs  ,  would  never  thirst. 

Jesus  was  really  saying  7  exact":  id 

•  years  before.   "Ho,  every  one  who  t1  '     , 

t  —      ■  ■- 

and  he  who  has  no  noney,  cono,  "!"1.:  ind  eat  I   Jome,  huy  wine  and  mi 

-  ■■-     i-v-i-.-^  -.n  '  •■-ithout  nrice ,  " 

The  prophet  then  spoke  on  to  ho  und  he  told 

liligently  to  me,  and  eat  ood,  .and  delight  ;rour- 

self  '   C  "oess."  Incline  your  ear,  le;  hear;  that  your  -- 

tellin  ■  the     ]  '  rten  very  carefully  to  what  he  is 

and  digesting  the  proper  food      ' =t. 

>ea  not  mean  just  physic       ',  but  spiritual  food.   The  end  result 

of  t  -   b  they  would  have  a  blessing;  of  fatness.   This  does 

1  food  would  id  .     is  8  way  of 

':hat  if  they  do  the  things  they  should  A«,  an  3  &9*   listen  to 

w'  is  prophet,  they  will  have  the  happiness 

li-  1        :  fulness,  or  the  fatness  of  the  lord.   The  term  fatness, 

In  the  O.T,  the  opposite  term  leanness  meant  hard- 

3  used  to  describe  the  rich  life,  the  good  life..  It  was  a  to 

Lp,  poverty,  bad  times  etc.  ^ 

that  spoke  of  ease  and  luxury. 

o,Tinjj,  "listen  to  what  I  say,  hear  me  and  if 

you  do  yotir  soul  shall  live."   It         :    nother  means  of  urgi 

them  to  come  to  '    with  Him  once  more. 

Jesus  said  to  the  woman  at  the  well  that  "the  water  He 

would  give  would  resijb  become  in  .i.o.prson  a  spring  of  water  wellinj  otr> 

to  eternal  life.. "  Fe  was  saying  the  same  thing  as  Isaiah,  only  in  a  slightl; 

Isaiah  was  expressing  the  desire  to  have  his  listeners  come 

to  God  and  drink  of     '   water  for  '  of  their  soul  ,     -Tesus 

•v_   was  saying  to  come  to  Him,  for  He  was  that  living  water  of  God,  and  they 

have  eternal  life  through  Hi  . 

living  in  a  world  that  is  searching  and  seeking  as 


as  never  sought  and  sear  .   . oily  Graham  has  called  it 


a 


-4- 
"Eeligious  Revolution."  He  says;  (Quote  "by  Billy  Graham) 

All  around  us  we  see  signs  of  this  search,   T'eopje  are 
striving  in  all  ways  and  am&aajg  means  to  find  the  answers  to  life's 
•oblems.   lome  are  se      L1   irough  lurus  and  mystics.   Others 

i  Le  .   .till  others  in  secret  cults  and  sects.   But  in  all 
of  this  a        iz  the  desire  to  find  the  meaning  of  life,  and  to  find 
rest  for  their  souls. 
(Illustration  of      h  boy  and  girl  suicide) 

ny  people,  unable  to  find  the  answers  to  the  complexities 
of  this  life,  seek  to  find  it  in  the  next,  by  t      their  own  lives. 

ay  succeed,  but  sti!    any  others  are  being  rescued  by 
co      '  and  committed  people. 

is  only  one  of  many  in  which  the  indi 

re  dry       rched,  and  cracked  from  a  lack  of  the  li^ 
;er  that  can  only  come  from    .   ?hey  are  seeking  to  slake  their 

b  in  all  possible     ,  only  foun"  of 

like  eating  too  i        -.   '  "    Pood  we 

,      mre  thirsty  we  become. 

ink  of  the  millions  of  thirsty  hearts  this  day,  that  are 
5  to  have  someone  say  to  them,  "Ho ,  every  one  of  you  who  thir 
e  to  the  waters;  an:!       j  has  no      ■,  come,  buy  and  eoti 
tion  of      enitent  st) 

lay  be  in  t        "  ve 

■earts,  and  are  involved  in  K     arch  for  lod.   Perhaps  we  may 
be  feeling         alone  amidst  the  crowd. 

tod  iy?  "Ho,  ,  '   ■  .  '     ie  to  Hi  , 

'  '     r»  the  truth,    I  the  life."       "  "'".   ■"  -_^JJU—. ^  •  \ 

livi        ,    Llj  3  life."   "Inclj 


to   ground   $  worship 


"A  Change i " 
™»ixti    II   Chronicles  7:14, 

"        MY  P30PLE   WHO   ARE   CALLED  BT  MY  HAMB  HUMBLE   THEM* 
SWL7ES,    AMD  FRA,  KM?  FACB,    AHD   TOTB!  PROM 

I  WILL  HBAH  FROM   HEAVET ,    AND 
Willi,   FORGIVE  TH3IR  SUf   AND   HEAL  THSIH   LAID." 

In  7th  chap  of   2  Chron  is   story  of  Eolomon  completing 
Temo  of   3od  prior 

Actually,    in  several  chnos  kxfaxa  this   Teiio  comnletef 
Chan   7  merely  begins   tell   what  happen   after  ttr  of 

dedi. 
God  causes  fire  cone  from  heaven  *  consumes  offereinpi 
brot   to    Temp, 

When  neop  saw,    they  bowed  selve 
^ 

The  fear  of  Lord  came  unon  them  &  they   acknowledged  8, 
Tol«   Sol    offered   huge   sacrifices  vs  5 
And   so  House  of  Sod  was  dedicated. 

They  then   came  to  Temn  ft  with  instruments  made   joyful 
,     „    .  noise 

They  made   7   day   celebration   for  dedication 
Then  3  day  feast  after 

On  8th  day  following,    or  actually  15th  day, 
Sol   sent   all   back   to  homes 
Then  we  read,   Sol   finished   all   he  had  p  lajined  to  do, 
ft  God    anr>ear»  to   him   at  night  ft   says,    vsl?, 

tod  is  saying  the  House  is   acceptable   to  Hia 

comes   qualifying  statement  by  God  vss  l'-l/i 
The   oromise   is   conditional,    IT?  my  PEOPLE, 
It   ir   not   J   Will,,   but  JJ. 

He  will  only  hie e.?  I?  they  willing  be  humble, 
_JP  willing  "ray, 
JE  willing  seek  His  face, 

I?  willing  forsake  evil  a   seek  good, 
Jh'?>   '■'  | only  then  will  He  bear  &  for^iwe,  />.-.  heal 
'irt   r;aa   fa   seeking  is    "A   ghanre.  " 

He   doesn't   want   them   be   apjiie   old   oeop    time   after  time 

doesn't  want   them    come   Temp  off  er  sac  for   forgivi 

.,ly  go  away  do   same  old"  thing  time   after  time 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
('        Wednesday  February  27,     1 97I+ 

Mr.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooler,    Choir  Director 
Jodie  Marte,    Gordon  Kennedy   -  Acolytes 

HOLY  COMMJNION  -   7:30  P.M. 
Prelude!  "Lenten   Prelude    in   A  Minor"  Reed 

Silent  Meditation 
"Processional  Hymn  No,    51         "Abide  With  Me" 
*  Invocation  and  Prayers  Choral   Amen 

Scripture   Lesson:         Matt.   5:    14-2^- 
•Gloria   Patri 

*Evenfng   Prayer  and  Choral  Response 
Qfferi  ns 

Offertory  "Prayer  of   Faith"  Martin 

Anthem  1  "The  Old   Rugged   Cross "  Bernard 

Sermon:  "A  CHANGE!" 

Communion  Hymn  No.   20U     "Break  Thou  the  bread  of  life" 
•Communion  Service  -   Page  32 

Exhortation  -  Confesbion  -  Absolution 
Eucharist  re  Prayer 
Seraphic  Hymn 

The    Institution  -  Choral  Amen 
Agnus   Dei 

^CLY  COMMUNION    (Pleabe   retain   elements   ano   commune 
with  Pastor) 
"Prayer   of   Thanksgiving  -  Doxology 
"Hymn  of   Depi cation  No.    5&      "Now  the  day    is  over" 
"Benediction   and   Response 

Organ  Pobtludes  "Bened ictus   Es   Domine"       Calken 

-------^  "Congregation  Standing   -  —  •  —  -.  —  - 

Please   fill  out   a  Communion  card   so  that  our  Church's 
record  will   be    accurate.       If  Visitors   desire  to    receive 
credit  at  their  home   church,    put   the  name   and   address  of 

EITHER  YOUR  PaSTOR  OR  YOUR  CHURCH  ON  THE  SACK  OF  THE 
CARO  AND  IT  WILL  RE  FORWARDED. 

WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER  -  Friday  -  March  1st.  at  7:30  - 
f   lvation  Army  Citadel,  1^2  W.  Cunningham  St. 

jV.ERG    VliLL     PASS     JUT     COMM'JNIjN     CARDS     AT     THE     EJ0O». 


families,  V 

i  went   to 

t     TOWlOg. 

"    re»ittuti~n 

Hi;      (BV     1  ■  -       ■  ( 

•svivaJ    rf   tract,   hos   ■  ty,   conoera  &  care. 
-oon  spread  other  areas  until  It  has:  swept   Canada 
because,  several  members  looked  within  own  hearts. 
lod   is   calling  ua  to  do  tonite. 

Hs   Is   rasking  look   deep  into   self  before  oartake    Coram 
If  find   hatred   toward   other  member  famiiy,    confess 
it    5b  forgive   that   nerson. 
If  find   hatred   or  grudge  against   another  mem  wong, 
fisutjfiiixiiiitsHKisHEx   co  ifesa  it  ft  forgive  that  pers 
search  very  souls  ft  not  only  seek  forgivenec 
but  to  grant  It. 

If  we  Xht  are  Christian  enuf  tonite  to  forgive  sosieone 
we   should   not   only   Co   this,   but   let   thr.t   other   nerson 
know   about   it. 
In   tola   wry   we   can   open  that   oereon  ux.   to   the  HS»    «o 
that  the   healing  power  of  the  HS  may  work  in  him  or  h 

I  think   God  is  looking  at  ue  tonite  as  we  wors-hin, 
He  saying  as   said  in  16th  vs, 
Only  He  i?   saying  to  each  individually  tonite, 
"You  are    a  tinle   that   I   have   chosen   in   which   to 
dwell.      I  have   chosen  you  as   a  houpe  of  sacrifice, 
and   if  you,   my  neoile  Mho   are  called  by  my  name 
will   humble   yourselves,    and   pray  and   seek  my   face, 
and  turn  from  your  \-icked   wnyc,   then  I  will  hear 
'•T-om  heaven,    and    I    will   forgive  your   sins   and    heal 
1      jr  land. " 

He  Is   raying,   welcome   to  my   Sunper  in  memory  of  my  Son 
But   nartpke   of  it   worthily. 

•    iv      others   tonite,     -   I    will   forgive  you. 
':.e  ir   asking  each  of  us  for   "A  CHA;!0"S.  " 


:'■■■■-  Begin    nenitentipl   journey  o^  Lent 
will    lend  us   thru   passion   of  lord    1   Ssviour  JC 
•"-eh   Wed.    will   look  different   direction   of  Js. 

lun  look   at  sew  Act  passion  nlev,   as  unfolds 
before    eyes  in   Scripture 
All  will   culminate   in   derjth  on   Good   Fri , 
■-.  then  the  glorious   RESnEHBCTIOH  on  Easter 
J         "•   all   of  you  will  strive  not  to  miss  a   thrill  lag 
ie  as  it  unfolds  before  our  eyes,        . 

Serin  for  eve  wss  not  deliverd  by  Jo  at  sxg  of  min, 
but   at  beg,   in   Ser,  on  Ht. 

Ja  telling  nr-'-ctlcal  things 
telling,    observe    conm. 
He   reinterprets  commandments. 

.    ;  with  broth  almost  some  as   angry  &  kill 

Are  not  insult  broth   or   cnll   him   fool, 
if  do,   are  subject  wrnth  s    condemnation  of  Sod. 
If  come   altar,  bring  gift,   remetober  have   something 

>th,    6?    ■       i  ":    i  any   other  per 
let   gat   reconciled   t  then  brl 

:   this   admonition  would   read, 

"If  you  come  to   church  to  take   communion   "•  to  observ 

]    at   supper,    "-  while  you   sre  sitting  there  reraembe 

hatred   in  your  herirt  for   someone,    or  yo 

remember  that  you  have  said  you  will   not   forgive   some 

one  for  something  he  or  she  has  done,    or  if  you  know 

iiieone  who  ^  S    bear*   you  ill-will,   yon 

MU  !;    pir^t   pray  for  on,    or  pray  thr.t   you  msy 

find   forgiveness  in  your   he; rt   toward   those   other 
people  or  Sod  will  not  forgive  you. ■ 

t   forgive,   must   1st   forgive. 
It  u  come  Lord'r   Supper  seeking  forglvenens  for  rin, 
sh,    what   it  is   for), 
U  BU»t  be   willing  forgive  forget  all  wrongs,   h.-tred 
snites  D  h?ve  held  in   pi 
Only  when  we  show  forgiveaea*  can  we  be  forgiven. 

Perhaps  never  looked   at   It   In  thin  lite 
but  it   can   effect   change   i  bring  ahour  raviv- 1 
sa   description 

Sermon  nreached   on  thic  very   subject 
savernl  neop  of  that   cong  thru  HS  working  in  them, 

others   they  had   offended  or  toward  whom  held 
I      1-will. 

>p  never  spok»n  many  yra   anme  famil 
talked,    laughed,    loved 


c  "A   Change:  •' 

Text;    II   Chronicles  7:14, 

"If  ny  neople  who   are   called  by  my  name  humble   5henselves,     aid    r?  .  ■ 
k,    and   seek  my  face,    and  turn   from   their  wicked  ways,    then   I   will   hear  from 
heaven,    and  will   forgive  their  sin  and  heal   their  land." 

Scrinture:   Matthew  5:14-24. 

In  the  7th  eha-njrer  of  the  book  of  II  Chronicles  is  a  story  of 

Solomon  conmleting  the   Temple   of  God,      Actually  in  several   chapters  previous 
to  this   he   hod   completed  the    Temple   and   chanter  7  begins  telling  what   happens 
after  fce  had  prayed  the  prayer  of  dedication. 

G-od   causes  fire   to   come   down  from  heaven   to   consume  the   offerings 
that   had  been  brought   to  the   Temple.      When  the  people  saw  what  was   taking 
place   they  bowed   themselves   down  to   the  ground   and  worshiped   G-od     saying, 
vs.    Jb,    "For  He   is   good,    for  His   steadfast  love   endures  forever." 
The  fear  of  the   Lord   came  upon  them   and  they   acknowledged  the  Lord. 

We   are  told   that   Solomon  offered  huge   sacrifices  to   God    -.nd  the 

house  of  God  was   dedicated.      They   ceme  to  the   Termle   and  brought   the  in- 

**    ntruments   to  make   a   joyful  noise  unto   the  lord,      We   re?d   that   this  was  a 
very   joyful   occasion  and  they  held   a   seven  day   celebration  for  the   ded- 
cotion  and   a  seven  day  fenst   following  that.      So  on  the  8th  day  or  actually 
the  15th  day  after  the   celebrating  had  begfcn,    Solomon  sent   them  all  back  to 
their  homes,      Solomon  is  overjoyed  because  of   the  blessingso   f  God.      And 

we  rer=d   that"1: Solomon  had  finished   all   that  he  had   planned  to   do   and  ^od 

appears   to  Solomon  at   night    and  says   to  him,   vs.   12,    "I   have  heard  your 

prayer,    and  have   chosen  this  place  for  myself  as   a  house  of  sacrifice." 
In  other  words  God   is   saying  th.rt   this  house   is   acceptable   to  Him  and  the 
sacrifices  that    are  made   there  will  be   acceptable  to  Him, 

But  then  God  makes  a  qualifying  statement  about  all  of  this. 
He  says,  "When  I  shut  ap  the  heavens  so  that  there  is  no  rain,  or  command 
the  locust  to  devour  the  land,  or  send  pestilence  among  my  people,  IP  MY 
j  PEOPLE  WHO  ARE  CALLED  BY  MY  NAME  HUMBLE  THEMSELyES^^AJflLEBAr.  AED  SSSg  MY 
FACE,  AND  TURN  FROM  THEIR  WICKED  WAYS,  THEt'.  I  Wlli  HEAR  PROM  HEAVEN,  AND 
WILL  FORGIVE  THEIR  SIN   AND  HEAL  THEIR   LAID." 


--n-_ 


But  thin  promise   is   conditional.      It   is   IE  MY  PEOPLE.      God  is   saying  that 
He  will  only  bless  it  if  they   are   willing  to  be   humble,    If  they  are  willing 
l^    to  'oray,    If  they  are  willing  to   seek  His  Face,    or  to   look  to   Him  for  their 
helo   and  not   rely   on  human  beings.      If  they   are  willing  to  forsake  evil   and 
seek  good.      Only  then  will  Gofl  hear  them   and  forgive  tloaax  their  sins, 
and  heal  their  land. 

What  God   is   seeking  from  them   is    "A  Change."     He  doesn't  want 
them   to  be  the   same  old  ^eonle  time   after  time.      He  doesn'T  want   them  to 
BXBffi   come  to  the   Temple   and   offer  their  sacrifices   for  forgiveness  only  to 
go   away  and  do   the   same  old  thing  time   after  time. 

Tonight  we   once   again  begin  a  penitential   journey  that  will 
lead  us   through  the  nassion  of  our  lord  and   Saviour  Jesus  Christ.      Each 
Wednesday  we  will  be  looking  at   a  different  direction  that  the   life   of 
Jesus  took  during  this  period.      Each  Sunday  we  will  be  looking  at   a  new 
act   from  the   Passion  play  that  unfolds  before   our  eyes  in  the   Scripture*. 
_    All   of  this  will   culminate   in  the  tragic  death  on  Good   Friday,   but   in 

the  glorious  Resurrection  of  our  Lord   on   EastervSunday.      I   hope   all   of  you 
will   strive  not  to  miss   a  thrilling  episode  of  this  drama  as  it   unfolds  be- 
fore our   eyes. 

The   Scrioture  that   we   read  for  this   evening     was  not   delivered 
by  Jesus  during  the   latter  days   of  Hid  ministry,   but  was  instead  delivered 
at   the   very  beginning  of  it.      This   Scripture   is  taken   from  the   Sermon  on  the 
Mount.      In  it  Jesus   is   telling  the  neople   some  very    practical   things.      He  is 
telling  them  for  instance  to   observe   the    coramanments.      But   then  he  goes   into 
depth  and   re-internrets   the    commandments. 

■f,  rrjr  that  Mere  aager  witfc  your  brother  ii   ?-'.rt   about  the  man* 

lly  getting  angry   and  killing  him.      He   says   that  we   are  not   to   in- 
_v      suit   our  brother  or   call  him   a  fool,    because  if  we   do  we   ore   liable  to 
condemnation  and   the    wrath  of   God.      He   says   that   if  we   come  to   the   altar 
to  bring  our  gift   and   realize   while  there  that  we  have   something  against 


-3- 
jther  person,  or  another  person  holds  ill-w-ill  toward  us,  we  vve   to 
first  get  reconciled  with  that  brother  and  then  come  and  bring  our  gift  to 
the  altar.   If  we  paraphrased  thir  and  made  it  read  something  like  this, 
"If  you  come  to  church  to  trke  communion  and  observe  my  last  Supper,  and  while 
you  are  Pitting  there  remember  that  you  have  hatred  in  your  heart  for  someone, 
or  you  remember  that  you  have  laid  you  will  not  forgive  someone  for  something 
he  or  she  has  done,  or  if  you  know  of  someone  who  hates  you  and  bears  you  ill- 
will,  you  must  pray  firrt  for  that  ?erson,  or  pray  that  you  may  find  forgive- 
■  in  your  heart  toward  that  other  person,  or  el     cl  will  not  ■''■:■-■    *  v     , 
Jesoi  £fl  saying  that  if  youwrnt  forgiveness  you  oust  first  forgive.   If  you 
come  to  the  Loro'r  Supper  stktnte  seeking  forgiveness  for  your  lins,  which  in 
what  the  Lord's  Sup  tier  la  "or,  then  you  must  be  willing  to  forgive  and  forget 
-11  wrong!  and  hatreds  and  apites  th-t  you  hav  held  in  the  past,  it  la  only 
wh>      how  forgiveness,  that  we  sre  forgiven. 

Perhaps  we  have  never  looked  at  it  in  this  light,  but  it  vn 
effect  a  change  and  bring  about  a  revival  that  defies  Skes  discretion. 

A  r-.ermon  was  preached  on  this  very  subject  in  Canada  and  the  Holy  spirit  as 

(Check  on  this  illu  trati  >n.) 

is  so  often  the  case,  began  to  work  in  the  hearts  of  a  few  People  in  that 

efflbled  congregation.   Several  who  held  Inst  other  members,  went 

to  them  and  confessed  thier  hatreds.   Others  who  had  not  spoken  to  mother 
member  of  their  own  family  went  to  them  and  confessed  this  sin,  and  were  re- 
united.  Still  others  who  had  stolen  and  shoplifted,  went  to  the  merchant? 
and  confessed  their  crime  and  promised  to  repay  the  ±±khkx  owner  for  the 
stolen  ±±mn   items.  Very   soon,  a  revival  of  trust  and  honesty,  and  love  was 
sweeping  accro  It  soon  spread  to  the  surrounding  area. 

All  because  cover       le  in  a  local  congregation  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  Sod  to  look  within  their  hearts  and  to  change. 

Ihis  is  what  Sod  la  c  lling  u  to  do  today,  tonight.   ,Te  is 
asking  u«  to  look  xttktxx  deep  within  ourselves,  before  we  partake  of  this 
Lore'     oer.   And  if  we  should  find  that  we  have  a  hatred  for  a  nember  of 


^J 


orrr  Immediate    family,    He   is   seeking  us   to   confess   it    and   to   forgive   thi 

person.      He   is  us   if  we   have   a  grudge  we  hold   against   a  member  of  this 

church  family,   we   are   to   confess   it   and   to   ask  for  forgiveness.      He  is 
asking  us   to   search  our  very  souls   and   to  not   only   ask  for  forgiveness  ty- 
rant  it.      If  we   find   that  we  have  not   forgiven   someone   tonight   and  we 
find   it   in   our  hearts  to  forgive   them,    we  should   also  let  them  know,    so   that 
the  Holy  Spirit  may  work  its  pealing  power  in  them   as  well. 

I  think   God   is   looking  at  us   tonight   b.s  we  worship  here,    and  He 
is    spying  in   effect   to   each  of  us,    "You   are   a  Temple   that   I   have   chosen   in 
which  to   dwell.      I  have   chosen  you  as   a  house  of  sacrifice,    and   if  you, 
my  people  who   are   called  by  my  name  will   humble  yourselves,    and  pray   and 
seek  my  face,    and   turn   from  your  wicked  wnys,    then   I   will  her.r  from  heaven, 
and  I   will   forgive  your  sins   and  heal  your  land."      ^STXfciras&iiSKIsSBCSSaBJtoSjS 
n^ygisyy  «if  IfflBBMHTlT 

He   is   saying  welcome   to  my  Supper  in  memory  of  My  Son,   but  partake 

of  it  worthily.      Forgive  others  tonight   and  I  will   forgive  you.      He   is    asking 
each  of  us   for,    "A  Change* " 


r Bless  the  I         ,  1;  all  that  Is  within  i 

bless  artel 

Bless  the  Lord,   0  my   soul,    tnd  tot   all  his 

■benefits, 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BUTL  EB ,     PeNN9  YLVAN 1  A 

First  Sunday  in  Lent  March  ]J,  197^ 

Mr,  Ralph  C*  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Velma  Collins,  Organist 
Mb.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Pam  Fry,  Shari  McBrjoe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  I  MOO  A.M. 
Prelude  Music i  "Nocturne"  Leybach 

"Chanson  FRtESTE1*       Tschaiqwsky 
Silent  Prayer 
*Proccsbional  Hymn  No.  1 36  "Hobanna,  loud  hoSanna* 
^Ascri ft  ion  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHQRTAT?ON 

■^Confessi  qn  (In  Unison)  "In  thy  great  mercy  hear  us, 
our  Father*  as  we  confess  our  many  sins  against  thee 

AND    OUR     BRETHREN.         For    ALL     ANSER     AND     SELF-WILLj      for 

all  use  of  our  strength  to  seat  down  those  who   are 
weaker  j  for  every  unholy  desire  and  impure  thought; 
for  the  lovc  of  money  which  is  the  root  of  evil;  for 
hatreds  and  prejudices  which  injure  others  and  corrupt 
our  own  souls;  for  little  sacrifices  on  behalf  of  great 
causes;  for  placing  dependence  ih   ourselves  rather  than 

IN     THEEt     FORGIVE    US,     0     LoRD     "THROUGH    JeSUS     C-HRI8T    OUR 

Saw i our  Amen. h 
*Kyr!e  (Choir,    Congregation   and  Pastor) 

^Assurance  of   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praise 

*Pastor:      'Q   Loao  open  our   lips 

*People;      And   our  mouth  shall   show   forth  thy   praise 

*00X0L0GY  No.     55T 

Scripture  Lesson:  John   IJ?t    \~\~f 

Hymn  No.     1 33  "Ride  on]    rioe   on    in  majesty] " 

'Affirmation  of   our    Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
* Quo hi a  Patri 
*Call  to   Prayer 

*Pastor!      The   Lord   be   with  you, 

•People.;      And  v^ith  thy  spirit. 

*PaStor:      Let   us  Pray, 
•Prayer   and   Prayer   Response 


Offer i ng 

Offertory  "Elegy"  Massenet 

Anthem:  "The   Palms"   by  Faure     Choir,    Dick  Barton 

Sermon:  "TRAGEDY    TO    TRILMPH!" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  Mo.    Ijg     "When,    His  salvation   bringing" 
'Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postluoes  "Recessional"  Barnes 

*consregation  standing  -  —  —  —  —  -.- 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed   by 
Mb.    &  Mrs.    Charles   Fleeser    IN  memory  of    "Loved   Ones". 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      *Allen  Botacohi,    John 

Redman,    Dan  Bosko,   Robert  Kanuer,    Charles   Penar. 
Mr.   1  Mrs.    Earl  Wogan  will   represent   Council   at  the 
door   today. 
■^Hospitalized:     Mrs,   Betty  Fi  lbon  £6);  Mrs.   Vivian 

BtLAM  26h;   Richard  Nicholas   388;   Mrs.    Hulda   LippgLj-y  He  ill*,'- 
U5I1;   Miss  Winifred  McGrooy  S8&-,~    BCMH.  "Mrs.    Charles 
(Eleanor)  McWilliams    is    in  Babhli ne   Hosp.   Grove   City. 
>-T0NIGHT  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir 

7O0  -  Youth  Meeting  -  Each   Youth    Is  asked 

Tto  bring  a  pair  of  scissors. 
monday  -  7:30  -  women's  mary  prugh  circle  meeting. 

•^WEDNESDAY  -  7:00  -   LENTEN  SERVICE  -   "His   Faith" 
WEDNESDAY    -   g:00  -    CHURCH    COUNCIL  MEETING 
THURSDAY  -  The  Newsletter  will   be   published  -  Please 

have  all  material    jn  by  Wednesday. 
^■Last  Sunday   the  Attendance  was    187  -  Wed.    evening 

Lenten  Service  we   had    1 56   in  attendance, 
Nursery   la   provided  today  by  Mrb.    Sharon  Stauffeh, 

Laurel   Stauffer  and   Debbie  McBridb. 
REMEMBER  NEXT  SUNDAY   EVENING  AT   7:30  P.M.    -  ORDINATION 

AND    INSTALLATION  OF  OUR  PASTOR  -   HERE  AT  OUR  CHURCH 

RECEPTION   WILL   FOLLOW    IN   THE    SOCIAL  ROOMS    DOWNSTAIRS. 
The  Lily  chart    is   in  the  Narthex  -   it  will  soon   be 

TIME  TO  ORDER  LILIES  FOR  EastER.   SHOULD  YOU  WANT 

one  for  this  Sunday  -  write  your  name  and  in  whose 
memory  you  want  it  on  the  slip. 
^REMEMBER  Wednesday  evening  Lenten  Service  will  be 

AT  7'CO  IUSTEAD  OF  7 :3^  THIS  WEEK  BECAUSE  OF  COUNCIL 

MEET! MS, 


"0  Jeru,   Jeru,  killing  the  prophets  ft  stoning  those   2/  [~ 
who  are   ?ent  to  youi      How  often  would  I  have  gathered 
your  children   together  an  ■  lien  gathers  her  brood  undei 
her  wings  and  you  would  not. " 

And     a  nother  chsp  of  Luke  we  read  l!e  wept  over   city 
Butw  with   .^11   his   involvment   with  Jeru,   becomes 
a)     idantly   clear   '-    well   «    rt  course  upon  which  he 
ha-  embarked  one   of  hatred  ft  hostility  for  hint. 

He    realized   at   earlier  point   of  life,    he   on   collision 

course  with   authorities. 
He  told  disc  "That  he  was  going  up  to  Jerusalem  ft 
there   he   would   suffer  dim;,"  thin  if  the 

chief  uriest  and   scribes  and   gentiles." 

Triumphal  entry  into  Jeru  just  beg  of  very  eventful 
racked  week   in  life  of  Js. 
If  we   can   let  minds   wander   s   little  &  try  visualize 
scene  before  us,    I  am  sure  we   can  almost  hear  the 
swelling  roar  of   crowd   as   he   turns  bend   in  road. 

Sll    eyes   intent   upon   rord,    anxiously   awsiting  1st 

glimpse  this  dynamic  preacher. 

All  necks   and  hesds,   craning  &  straining  to  see  him 

more  cle»r"iv  when  he   nnnears. 

Prom  roar  of   crowd  up  road  he  is  passing  by  there  now 

&  will   appear  any  moment  now. 
Uow  our  turn  to  shout  Heasaiia   even   as  they  have  «one 
for  there  he  is  riding  slowly  past   our  line  of  visio 

Why  he  doesn't  look  like  much  of  anything. 
Just   common  looking  man  wearing  common  looking  clothes 
but  yet,    with   air  of   regal   noise  about   him. 

A  man  who  does  indeed   command  our  attention,  &  jet   he 

«p'    tr»  as  tho  he   could  mingle  with  any  of  us„  just  as 

oth=r  i>eop   have   said. 

He  now  passing  bejtond  our  sight  &  on  down  road,   where 

crowd  waving,    cheering,    shouting,   throwing  nalm  brancel 

into   ^rth   of   slowly  plodding  donkey. 

This   scene   would  make   anyone  cause  S   reflect,    If   indeed 

all   crowd  participating  because  In  agreement   with  this 

rasn 

ft   they  actually  believed   he  was  the   one   who   came   in   the 

name  of  the  Lord. 

Was  he   replly  Messiah  to   them? 

"..'■>■   this   Tiromised   Son   of   Dnvid? 

Was  this  deliverer  of  Israel? 

thsn  likely  hulk  of  crowd  there  because  impromptu 
n-rude  had  gotten   started 
uom  sort  local  yokel  was  causing  a  stir. 


■j+edy  To   TrfximphJ  " 
Act   I.    »A   City" 

Tex*     ivirk  11:11, 

"And   he  entered   Jerusalem,    and  went  into  the  Temple; 
pnf      hen    he   had   locked   round   at    everything,    as   it   was 
li      dy   late,    he   went   out   to   Bethnny  with   the   twelves." 

"All   the   world' b   a  stage,   and   all  the  men  ft  women  raerel 
players,"     so   wrote  Vta,    Shakespeare   in  Merry  '.fives   of 

'.,'indsor. 
If  all  world  stage,   then  Js  A  peop  of  his  time  were 
also   actors  upon   scene   even  as  we. 
We   can   llSk  our  lives   being   acted   out  &  also   Bee  Js 
minis,    took   aspects   of  1   lagge   drama. 
But  rather  than  look  total  minis,    let  us  look   only 
at  portion  of  life  that  transnired  during  last  week 
of  hie   life, 
let  us  look   as  tho  ulay  unfolding     before   eyes, 
act  by  act,   scene  by   scene. 

This   series  Tragedy  To   I  imuph,   a  play  in  7  acts. 
To  day  we  will   look  at  t  City,   Jerusalem, 
'..'ill  be  follow  script  in   chronological  order, 
in  case  u  wondering  why  Palm  Sunday  tiday. 

V.'hen   we    eventually   come  Palm   Sunday,    hope  will  be 
evident  there  is   set   purpose  &  meaning  for  presenting 
this  series  in  its  proper  pets  sequence. 

Jerusalem  for  Js  very  significant  place. 
Here  He  first  brot   as  baby,    so  mom   could  be  purified 
according  Jewish  law  concerning  vfoman  &  childbirth 

i  also  here  Simeon  took  babe  in   arms  a  blesse*  him. 
Berhans   1st   time  Mary  began  understand   all   odt   attent 
to   son,   not   accidental. 
In   Jeru.    Js    separated   from  parents,    then  found   in 
deep  theo   discussion  with  leaders  ft  teachers  in  Temp. 
To   Jeru   he   now   returning  fi    where   he   acclaimed   as 
Messiah,   the   one  who   came,    "In  the  n^me  of  the  Lord 
To  Temp  at  Jeru  he  would  return  sever  times  last 

Jeru  day* 

Also  to  Ssji?  he  taken  ft  tried  by  Pilate 
Outside  walls  Jeru  executed  &  al»o  buried 

So  all  in  all   city  of  Jeru  very  iapott  in  life  of  Js 
of  Eazareth 

he  was  also   concerned  about  city 
In  Matt    23,   Luke  13  J"  laments  aver  Jeru,   says. 


For  Js   it   trail   by   testing  4/ 

tested  his  strength,    faith,   love 

rfhat  will  this  lenten  period  teat  in  us? 
Vfi"       we   look   at   selves  in  new  light? 
Will   we   examine   closely   our  hew  measures  up 

to  faith  of  Js.? 

11  we  teat   strength  by  forgoing  pleasure  of  life 
in   self-denial    for   3   worthy   Christian   cause?  — ^ 
Will   we  "tsst  our  love  by   renewed   dedication   to    *Ae# 
church  of  Jesua  Christ? 


% 


Or,   will   it   be   "  Jthar  boring  period   that 

Involves   a  lot   of  extra  cleaning,    S   cooking  ft  fussing  £ 
DUildiii."  up   to   pnother  big  holiday  at  BaatsTr? 

You  &   I   are   on   stage  of  life   at  present   time. 
We  involved  very  deeply  whether  wpnt  be  or  not,    in 
the  r>lsy  leading  from  Tragedy  To   IViamph. 

Today  we   shout  Hosanna,    blessed   1b  he  who    comes   in   the 
name   of  the  Lord, 

Is  the  end  result  that  we  too  shout    "Crucify  Hira, 
Crucify  Him"   a  few  days   later?" 

WS  not   only   acclaim  him   as   lord   at   this   tine   of 
the  year,   but  may  we  acclaim  him  each  dry  of  our  lives, 
My  we   too  know  and   feel   and  believe  with  the   author  of 
Hebrew  "bus  Christ  is  the   same  yesterday,   and 

today   and   for  evefc. 


Ma  political  adherents  were  showing  him  off  to  ■oonull' 
because  town  crowded  tourists  S  peop  there  to  celebrat< 
feast  of  pass. 

So   why  not    joiin   in   with  the  celebration  §    raise   a 
i       hoeannas  along  with  rest  local   residents 

Out   of  this   several  things  emerge  very  clearly 

lot  merely  takino-  joy  ride  down  main  at,   Jeru 

He  was  .acting  in  fulfillment  of  oroohecy  made  many 

years  before  by   Zechariah, 
"Rejoice  greatly,    0  daughter  of  2ianl      Shout   aloud, 

0  daughter  of  Jerusalem!     lo,  your  king  comes  to  you; 
triumphant  »  victorious  is  he,   humble  and   ridin^  on   aa 
ass,   on  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  ass. " 

Then  secondly  setting  stage  for  future   actions. 
As  he  rode   along  must  been  thinking  things   thru  & 
looking  situation  over  very   carefully. 
Probably   well    aware,   many,    many   these   vocies   raised 
In  praise   to  him,    would  be    shouting  for  his  blood 
few  days. 
Instead,   warm  friendly  smiles,   &  ha^y   shouts  acclan 
nrobaly  able  visualize  sneers,    jeers  mix«d   angry 
curses,    that   would    replace   these   haony  moments, 
when  he  handed  over  to   authorities, 

bis  to   see  crowd  is  fickle  in  loyalties 
one  day  acclaiming  him   as  national  hero 
nest  It  would  acclaim  him   as  nubile  enemy  numberl 

1  So   In   Bcrint-ire  in  Mark  11,    we   told  matter  of  factly, 
"He   entered  Jerusalem   and  went   Into  the  Temole;    and 
when   he  had  looked   round  at  everything,    as  it  was  al- 
ready late,   he  went  out  to  Bethany  with  the  twelve." 

'"»   looked   at   everything   in  the   Temole,"  makes  the 
st     .pture  rather   interesting  at   this   noint. 
'/Thy  would  he  look   at   everything? 
was   he   looking   for? 

Prom  the   events  next  several   days,    evident  he  doing  som 

checking  on   conditions   at   Temp  ft  plotting  nest  moves. 

When  a  man   contemplating  decision  will  have   affect  on 

rest  of  life,    he  does  so   with  very  careful,   serious, 

aeliber-te   consideration. 

&  so  Ji  must  have  been  doing  this  when    "Ha  looked  at 

everything. t 

.So  1st  est  has   come   guicaOj  to  close,   a  all   actors  have 
left   stage  &  are    settled   in  Bethany  for  the  night. 
Th    i  once  again  we  embarked  on  journey  of  Lent 
Tot    each  of  us   should  be  new   -dventtse   self-examlnatioi 


. 
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,   -  went  out  ';h.e 

"all  the     -  , 

,  "The  Kerry  Wi res 
indsor."   If  all  the  indeed      .  , 

^tors  tr  as  we* 

look  uj      c  lives      L    cted  ou         -       i  see  that  Jesus 
Lstry  took  on  .   But 
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HIS  FAITH 

IS  22-3,     "ABRAHAM  SAIJ,    'GOD  WILL  PROVIDE  HIMSELF  Thfi 
U ...8  FOR  A  BURNT  OFFERING,   MY  SON.  '" 

Pld      IE  IN  YOUR  MINDS  IF  U  WILL  SETTING  OF  O'JR  SCRIPTJE8. 
ABRAHAM  SPOKEN  TO  31  GOD  J-  HE  RESPONDS  Elf  DOING  AS  TOLD 
RESPONDED  TO  LAST  DETAIL  St  EVEN  TO  THE  SLAYING  OF  SON, 
BUI  GOD  INTERVENED 
THIS  STORY  TEACHES  MA*!   LESJONS  CAN  BE  COMPARED  TO  LIFE  OF  JS. 
1ST   LET  US  LOOK  AT   STORI  MUCH  CLO.iER. 

arena  abe's  time  sacrifice  of  children  combos  thing 

UJMAH   SACRIFICES  PERFORMED  AT  WHAT  THOT  DIVINE  COMMAND 
'lF  MAj,  THOT  THIS  TODAY  &  THOTS  BECAME  EiCWM,    HE  BE  IN  ST  IT  DTI  ON 
WORSE  YET,    IF  HE  PiRFORdED  ACT,   ARRETTED  FOR  MURDER 

THIS  STOHY  CAN  BE  RATHER  DISTURBING  TO  ANYONE  READING  IT, 

If  RED.  IRES  ME  LOCK  AT  IT  CLOSELY 

HUMAN  SACRIFICE  AMONG  CAjlAXITE  TRL3ES  WAS  A  CUSTOM 
IJJffi  Of  ELISilA  ABOUT  300  BC,   DURING  CRISIS  IN  BATTLE  FOR 
MOABITE  CAPITAL.   WE  READ  II  KIHOS  3j2?i  »*   OF  ilOAB,  TOOK 
HIS  ELDEST  SON  WHO  WAS  TO  SUCCEED  HIM  4  OFFERED  HIM  AS  A 
SACRIFICE  ON  THE  CITY  WALL. 
THIS  SACRIFICE  MADE  TO  PAGAN  COD 

IF  MEN  .VORSHIPIKG  PAGA     □  -    SAKES  THEIR  RELIG 

TO  THAT  SKTHEME,    HOW  COULD  ABRAHAM  DO  ANT   U 
THE  ONLY  WAY  WAS  TO  DO  A3  OTHESS   DID 
SHCWINO 
ALL  AR03HD  HIM  WERE  GBEDUOT  PEO?  Xinm  THEIR     FAITH  TO 
THE"     PAGAN  GODS 
DEL     TE  THE  TORMENT  &  HIS  LOVE  FOR  HIS  SON 
HE  KEPT  HEARING  THAT  INNER  VOICE  TELLING  HIM  TO  SACRIFICE  SOU 
COULD  VERY  WELL  BE  THAT  MINE  MI  DWLLOTS  ON  THESE  TKOTS, 
THE  THOT  PRESSED  UPON  CONSCIENCE  4  HE  INTERPRETED  AS  7QIBW 
OF  GOD 
WHATEVER  CASE  HAT  BE,  CLIMAX  OF  STORI  IS  REAL  REVEL  OF  GOD 
VOICE  OF  GOD  PROVES  TO  SAY  SOMETHING  i,UITE  3IFF  FROM 
WHAT  ABRAHAM  THOT   HE  WAS  SAYING 
THE  CLIMAX  IS  THAT  GOD  DID  NOT  WANT   ISAAC  SAC. 
STORY  ENDS  OK   NOTE  OF  HAPrDiESS  &  KOI  TRAGEDY 

ICC  SHOWED  ABRAHAM  TRUE  TEST  Of  PERSON  LOTS  IS  NOT  DSEaONSE 
51  .-jILuINGNESS  TO  SAC,   Bin1  BY  FAITH 

1      JA3    iOI  mi  OF  GOD  THAT  ISAAC  SHOULD  PBE3H  4  GOD  NEVER 
usJUTRES  THAT  WE  SACRIFICE  IB  THIS  WAY. 
OQD  REVEALED  HIS  TRUE  HATBBE  WHEN  HE  STOPPED  A3  FROM  DOING  IT 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvania 
-en  Service  March  6,    1 97^ 

Mr.   Ralph  C.   Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.   Velma   Collins,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  CooPEft,    Choir  Oirector 
Pam   Fry,    Shari   McBride  -  Acolytes 


Raths 


Wed.   -  y:00  - 

Prelude:  "The  Hour  of  Devotion" 

Silent  Mqiit«t[:c.n 
•Processional  Hymn     No.    60  "Saviou»,    breathe  an 

evening  blessing11 
•Invocation  -  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesson:     Genesis  22:  1-19 
•Gloria  Path  I 
•Evening  Prayers  and  Choral  Response 

Offering 

Offertory  "Lenten  Meditation" 

Hymn     No.    475        "Sweet  hour  of   prayer" 

Sermon        "Hj9   Faith" 

Sermon  Prayer 
•Hymn  Mo.    2PI        "My  faith   looks   up  to  Thee" 

Beneoiction 

Postlude  "Recessional" 

———————  *Conghfsat ion  Standing  -  -  -  - 

The  Se=vice  this  e»ew«  was  b*t  at  7:00  because  of 
f  'jncil  meeting.  Next  week  the  Service  will  se  at 
'      30  P.M. 


Stairs 


Rand 


WE  ARE  HESITANT  TO  TURN  THEWS  OVER  TO  30D,  j/~ 

MAYBE  HE  MILL  NOT  SOLVE  THEM  A3  SSI2  XXJOU  WELL  AS  WE  CAS 

13  PARI   OF  WHAT  GOD  IS  TKTDIG  TO  SAY  TO  U3  TODAY 
3'      QOE  IS  ALSO  TELLING  US  A3  HE  DID  IN  ABE  &  JS  TIME, 
DOaS  NOT  WAHT  OUR  SACRIFICES  AS  MUCH  AS  HE  MA  TE  OUR  LOVE 
SEV'^AL  OF  TBI  PROPHETS  PREACHED  AGAINST  SACRIFICES 
S&      i  FOR  ONE  WROTE,  "FOR  I  DESIRED  MERCY  4  .NOT  SACRIFICES: 
AND  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  GOD  .TORS  THAS  BURNT   OFF-RINGS." 
MHAT  GOD  REALLY  WANTS  FROM  IE  IS  OUR  COMPLETE  LOVE  TO  HIM 

US  CAN  BRING  ALL  OF  THE  OFFERINGS  TO  GOD,  1  WE  SHOULD, 
BUI  IF  ME  DO  BRB.G  OURSELVES  AS  MELL,  ALL  OF  OU  i  OFFERINGS 
ARE  USELESS  4  MEANINGLESS. 

THE  SAC  JS  .MADE  IS  THE  SAC  GOD  GAVE  TO  US 
IF  WE  ACCEPT  JS  WE  NOT   ONLY  INHERIT  ETERNAL  LIFE  PROMISED  TO 
US,   BUT  ME  SHOW  LOVE  TO  GOD  Br  ACCEPTING  HIS  GIFT  WHICH  WAS 
SO  FREELY  GIVEN 
OUR  FAITH  SHOULD  BE  THE  SUSTAIN ING  FORCE  IN    OUR  LIVES 
U  0U3  FAITH  IS  AS  IT  SHOULD  BE,  THEN  MS  CAN  SING  FROM 
THE  ffflj  DEPTHS  OF  OUR  SCCLS, 
*MY  FAITH  LOOKS  UP  TO  THES,  THOU  LAMB  OF  CALVARY, 
SAVIOUR  DIVINE:     NOW  HEAR  ME  WHILE  I  FRAY,  TAKE  ALL 
MY  GUILT  AWAY,    0  LET  ME  FROM  THIS  DAT  BE  WHOLLY  THINE." 


A3  MAS  3L333EL  BECAUSE  tfllilKONESS  .OBEY  GOD  WILL  WHICH  t, 

HE  BELIEVED  MEANT  SAC  SON 

BLESSSD  BECAUSE  WHilWaiESS  TO  GO  TO  LIMIT  TO  SHOW  HIS   LOVE 
THIS  SORT  SPIRIT  ALWAYS  MAKES  MAN  CAPABLE  OF  GREATNESS 
3  COMPLETELY  COMMITTED  TO  WHAT   HE  BELIEVED 
WHEN  EVERYTHING  MAM   HAS  IS  COMMITTED  TO  W.WT  HE  BELIEVES 

CAD    REACH  TIE    HEIGHTS 
i.    JJLD  THAT  ALL  Or   US  MERE  OF  THAT  MIND, 
BURT  UNFORTUNATELY  MOST  US   HOLE  BACK 
ME  S'JtSTION  "WHAT  IF"  INSTEAD  TRUST  GCO  COMPLETELY 

STORY  OF  AB  4  STORY  JS  VERY  SIMILAR 
GREAT  DIFFER,   ONE  ABOUT  .IAN,    HIS  SON,    HIS  GOD 
OTHER  ABOUT  GOD,    HIS  SON,  4  MAN. 
ONE  STORY  SHOWS  FAITH    A3,    OTHER  SHOWS  FAITH  JS 
EACH  TRUSTED  GOB  TO  EXTREME 
EACH  HAD  COMPLETE  FAITH  THAT  GOD  WOULD  SEE  THEM  THRU 
THAT  GOD  WOULD  WORn  THINGS  OUT  AS  HE  CHOSE 
THAT   NO  MATTER  WHAT,   GOB    MOULD  BE  GLORIFIED 

HAVE  STRESSES  FAITH  OF  ABE,  BUT  WHAT  OF  FAITH  OF  JS? 
ONLY  EXPLANATION  THAT  HE  LEANED  COMPLETELY  UPON  GOD 
JS  QUESTIONED  HIS  FATE,   MHO  MOJLDN  T7 
3UT  WHEN  DTERMINED  THIS  GODS  WILL,  4  NO  OTHER  CHOICE, 
HE  ACCEPTED  IT 
THIS  FAITH  AT  ITS  STRONGEST,  WE  CANNOT  COMPLETELY  COMPREHENE 

ANOTHER  PARALLEL  IS  SACRIFICE 

SAC  OF  A3E  TO  3E  HUMAN,      BUT  SO  WAS  SACRI6ICE  OF  GOD 
SAC  OF  ABE  TO  BE  SON,  BUT  SO  WAS  SAC  OF  GOD 

THEN  HAVE  PARADOX,  SAC  OF  ABE  DONE  FOR  LOVE  OF  GOD, 
SAT   IF  GOO  DONE  FOR  LOVE  OF  MAS 
T.     .  WHEN  WE  CONSIDER  FAITH  OF  JS,   4  COMPARE  WITH  BAITH  OF 
ABE  ME  SEE  MANY  SIMILARITIES 
BUT  WE  MUST  ALWAY;  ASK,  WHAT  IS  GOD  SAYING  TO  US  TODAY  THRU 
THE  FAITH  OF  HIS  SON  4  HIS  SACRIFICE? 
1st     HE  IS  SHOWING  US  PERFECT  EXAMPLE  OF  FAITH  &  TRUST  IN  STORY 
OF  JS 

IF  WE  COULD  POSSESS  THIS  COMPLETE  UNQUESTIONING  LOVE  4  FAITH 
IN  FATHER,   CAN   U  IMAGINE  WHAT  CHURCH  WOULD  BE  LIKE? 
AL-  PROBLEMS  4  DIFFICULTIES  MOULD  BE  SOLVED 
BUT  THERE  ARE  NO  PROBLEMS  IN  THE  CHURCH 
ALL  PROBLEMS  ARE  MAN  MADE  4  MAN  CAUSED  BY  OUR  NARROW   MINDED 
HUMAN  WAY  OF  HANDLING  THINGS 
THE  REAL  PROBLEMS  ARE  CAUSED  BY  ME  PEOP  MHO  MAKE  UP  THE  CHURCH 
/"'Y  TIMES  OUR  FAITH  IS  SO  .;HALLCW  &  ME  DON 'T   HAVE  THE  COM. 
1     JE  TRUST  IN  GOD  A3  ME  SHOULD 


ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 

BUTUERt     PennBYLVANI  A 

Second   Sunday    in   Lent  March    f 0,    1 97^ 

Mr.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mes.   Velma  CoLLths,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph   Co:jper,    Choir   Director 
Pam    Fry,    SHARI,    McBrhde   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  1  JOO  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Larghettt    Quoei    Andantinq"1  Raff 

Si  lent  Prayer 

"Processional  Hymn  Ho.    65      rtTHi9    is  hv   Father's  world11 

*Asc^  ption  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortat  row 

•Confess fon    (In  Unison)    "0   Goo,    who   art   rich   in  mercy 
toward   all,    we:   confess   before  thee:      all  our   deep  concern 
over  our  own    interests,    and  our   thoughtlessness  qf  others; 
cur  needless  anxieties  and  the  fruitless  fears  with  which 
we  defeat  ourselves;   our   tlmfdltles    in  the  face  of  thy 
calls    to   duty   and   responsibility;    our   love  of   old   errors 
and   our   distrust  of  the  truth  which  would   lead  us    in  new 
ways;   our  blind   confidence    in  false  gods,    the   highways 

INTO     BETTER     THINGS     WHICH     WE     BLJCK    FqR    OTHERS     AND    FOR 

ourselves   by   our   despair.      pardon  us   for   all  our   sins   — 
thqbe  we  oq   not  know,    and   those  we   dare  not   name,    and 
lead  us  into  that  nek'  life  which   15  hid  with  christ   in 
thee.      Amen, " 
*Kyr ie  (CHot  r,    Con greg at  ion   ano   Pastor) 

•ASSURANCE  OF  PARDON  -  CHORAL  AMEN 
*P«A|SE 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord   open   our    lips 

♦People:      And   our  mouth   shall   show   forth   thy   praise: 
•doxqlogy       Mo .    55! 
Sen  rpTURE   Lesson     Malachi    3 f    l~3t      Mark    I  I  :    15-1? 
Hymn  No*      3^  "Jesus,    Lover  o*^  my  soul11 

•Affirmation  of  our  FaIth     (Apostles'    Creed) 
*Glqr i a    PatbI 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastors      The  Lord    be  with    you, 
•People;     Ano  with   thy  spirit. 
•Pastor^      Let  us   Pray, 
'raver   i         Prayer  Response 


Offering 

Offertory      "Lenten  Meditation"         Grower 
Oed i cati on 

Anthem;       ''Break  Thou  the  Bread  of  Life"    Swift 
Sermon:    "Tragedy  To  Triumph!"  Act  II,  A  CHURCH 
Prayer  and  Lorg ' s  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No,  3'8   "Nearer,  my  God  to  Thee" 

•BeMEOI CT ION    AND     THREE     FoLO     AMEN 

Organ   Pqstlude:  "Allegro"  Kern 

-    -    - 'CONGREGATE  ON     StANDING    -------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been   placed   by 

Mrs,    Ellen  Bauer    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving,  as  Ushers   today  are:     *Wally   Feoer,   Mont 

MacKi nney,    Steve   Vargq,    John  Snow   and   Jameb   Maloney, 
Nursery  will    be   provjqed   today  by  Mrs.    Barbara  VaRgo 

and   Karen   Kennedy, 
Deacon   and  Mrs,    Charles   Penar  will  represent  Council 

at   the  door  today. 
-^■Hqsr i talj  zed ;      Mr,    Frank  Maxwell,   Mrs ♦    Dor  IS   Zavacky, 

Mrs,    Betty    Filbqn,    Richard   Nicholas,   Mrs,    Hulda 

Lippolo,    Mibs   Winifred  McGrody   -  BCMH;   Mrb*    Carol 

Hall  Hrl2U-  Allegheny  Valley   Hosp. 
We  wish   to  congratulate  Mr.    &  Mts,    Rodney   Renbel  on 

birth  of  a   son, 
^.TONIGHT  -  7:30  P.M.    -  ORDINATION   AND    INSTALLATION  OF 

OUR  PASTOR.      ANYONE  NEEDING  A  ft  IDE  CONTACT  THE  WILLIAM 

PFLUGH'S  -  Tele.    285-5337.      RECEPTION  WILL  FOLLOW    IN 


THE   SOCIAL  ROOMS  OF  T^E  CHURCH  UNDERCROFT. 


/■  ■ ' 


The  Altar  om  the  Chancel  was  given  in  memory  of  Mr, 

^    Clarence  Shakely  by  Miss  Clara  Shapely,  Mtss  Florence 

Shakely,  Mrs.  Bruce,  :Cqlt,  Ind.,  Crucible  Inc.,  and  ^fj/A/A,j 
Crucible  Materials  Rescarch  Center,  Pjtts.  Penna. 

FRIENDS  OF  Mfl,   SHAKELY'b  BON  -  BRUCE  SHAKELY. 

-^Vedmesday  Evenjng  Lenten  Service  -  7:30  -  riHis  Love" 
If  you  know  of  any  prospective  member  that  would  like 
to  join  the  Church  -  please  put  their  name  on  a  blip 
of  paper  and  drop  it  in  the  offering  plate  or  give 

I T  TO  THE  M]  Nl  BTER  * 

~-^The  Li  ly  Chart  ts  being  passed  today  in  the  Congrega- 
tion Tqt>AY  -  ORDERS  WILL  BE  PLACED  SOON. 

New  Members  will  be  received  on  Palm  Sunday  -  also 

CqNF iRMATtQW    CLASS. 

-iy  7    •  .}-.-'■«?        /9.ir  -/■  - 


lj  bad 
in  sac 


-7 


abuse*   sell  1 
Pigeond,    doves  nee. 
bird^  to   be  nure  &  without  blemish 
f      guarantee  this,  priests  hired  injector, 
.nev  examined  birds  before  presented   onest   as  offe 
Birds   could  be  bot   outside   temp  as  well  C  of  Gent 
But  birds  bot   outside  rejected  unfit  for  sac. 
3o  buyer  had   purchase  them  in   Temp   area 
The  abuse,    birds  bot  outside  as  good  as  bot   inside 
but   consniracy  tween  priest   1  ir-fi.rctor  »-  nellers 
birds  bot   in  Temp-  cost  twice  much  M  biirds  bot  out 
sr     area  be   acceptable 

Thus"peop  bilked,   cheated,   in  name  of  rellg 
Js  merely   seeking   correct   flagrant   abuse 
but  when   chose  do   this,   he   ch^lleng  powers  of  Jews 
Temp  shoos  known  as  booths  of  Annas  8  were  nrouerty 
of  hi   priest 
This  probably  why  Js  brot   to  Annas  after  arrest 
Thus  Annas  able  pay  back  for  causing  stir  about 
tenp   nfinonolT  - 

tt    >-,-,   incident"  we     ee    fulfillment   »t   prapb  •*  Hals-oi 
concerning  Messiah. 

shi  tells  us,    "Behold  I   send  my  metsenger  to  pre- 
pare the  way  before  me,   and  the  Lord  whom  you  seek 
will   suddenly  come  to  hi-    nen:ile." 

■m~   J»   did,    but   h»sldas    ewstls  |   ■adiaaly'^i   tits    TjsiP. i 
he  was  also  responsible  for  fulfilling     a  portion   of 
the  remaining  urooheey  which  was, 
"But  who   can  endure   the  day  of  his  coming,    and  who 

tand   when  he  anoears?     For  he  is  like  a  re- 
finers fire  and  like  fuller's   soa.7>;      he  will   sit   pa 
?    -efiner  and  purifier  of   silver,   and  he  will  purify 
i.  ^   sons  of  Levi   and  refine   them  like  gold   jnd 
silver  till   they  -nresent   right   offerings  to  the   lord 

Those   who   felt   wrath   of  Js    certainly   could  not   endure 
the  day  of  his   coming. 
And   he  was   striving  to  cleanse  the  Temp,    so  that 
right  offerings  were  presented   to   Hod. 
The  priests  came  from  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
So   when   ^rouhet   Bays  he  will   purify   sons   of  Levi, 
he  is  saying  th- 1  the  Messiah  will  take   the  priests 
to   taek   for  their   evil   ]f 
Malachi    could   have   referred   to    Pnd   coming  of  Christ, 
bu+   his  Tirophecy   spoiled   to  the   Temp   as  well 

But  -/s   nlso    concerned  with  explsitatioli   of   pilgrims 
coning  to  God 


'iy    To    'Jriura   hi " 
II.    A  church 


) 
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Act(  1  .     ii,    we   find  J: 

i   return   after  nits-   lodging   i  rect   in  Bethany, 
i    1st  ->ct  performed  is  one  of  vi  .:.  ' steal   force 

::•  n  who  all  along  aa/ing,    "Love  enemies,   pray  those 
h-te   you,    turn  other  cheek,    do   good  for   evil." 
All   of   sudden  doing  opposite   of  preach  3   teach 
Surely  must  be   reason   for   actions 
Or  was  Js  over-re;ieting  to   gain  attention  ( 
Hs  merely  trying  assert   du.Wou-    antheri 
Was  He   trying  ange -  !•»? 

iTur,t_whnt   was  motive? 
Order  to   answer  must  uire,  eration  of  Temp. 

covered   top  ;-!t\  "^ion,   about   ^0   acrera   in   exte 

\  •     tc  >o  to  17-ao  ft  ig 

pace   Court    !  I  les 

I la  could 

At   inn?r   ?dge   this  court, 

■i      : .-'id    that   point  it  meant  death 

Next  court,   Court   of  Women 
'Inless  woman  had   actually  come   to  sac.    could  go  no 
Next,    Court  of  Israelites  further 

It  here   congregation  gathered  great  occasions 
Also  was  from  it  that  worshioere  h  nded  their 
offerings  to  the  priests 
Inmost   court,    Court   of  Priests 
,       Was  in  Court  of  Priests  that   Temp   itself  stood 

In   Lourt   of  Gentiles  was  where   incident   involving  Js 
took  place. 
Thru  yrs   court  become   coamercialized 
Hsent   as  Tilace   urayer  ft  prep   but   instead  become 
lg  birds   animals,    exchange  money 
All   this  legal  proper,   but  became  means  priests 
exploit   oeop  make  money 

=>ch  ui-le   ,Tew  had  pay   T«mp   tax  \   shekel  yr 
■nayahle   only  shekel   of  sanctuary 
many  Jews  came   other   countries   to   feast 
th»y  had   foreign  money  needed  be   exchanged 
they   charged  for  this,  but   abuse  of  more  chprgg 
ihan  necessary 
coin  exchangers  same  as  loan  sharks  our  day. 


If  we_do_we  are  acting  11':  ry   club. 

Till 

■   i  boir  hlR  name  do   any  less? 
0       I  are  thii 

relect   it    rs  tho  we  were   a  nirror 
^o  people  see? 
thny  ree   Ja   reflected   in  yeittr  ine? 

Do   they   see   him   reflected   in  your  life  S  nine' 
Do  they   fee  him  reflected  in  all  of  us  collectively 
UMday   oor:  ; 

Id   I    send  my  neccen^er  to  prepare   the   way  before 
me,    and  the  Lard  whom  you  seek  will    suddenly  o»» 
his  templau      3ut   -ho   can   endure  the  day  of  his 
comic,'-,    ■  nfl    whs   can   stand    when  he   an-"e.ars?n 

le  to  the  temple   I  tie   prierti  1 

bl     -       ■  ■  ■"         "  '  "to 

when   he  . 

the  peop   in  the  church  today 

fare  If  he  were  to  come,   to  the   church  in  the   same 


He  not   only   felt    compassion,   but  wanted   them  3/ 

to  worship   in  freedom  &  tranquillity 
Thie  not   nossible   with   sellers   hawking  ware* 
&  y'Vn  hustle  &  bustle  of  business  in  Court 
Hi   concerned   as  Mark  tells  us, 
"My  house  shall  be  called   a  house  of  prayer  for 
11   nations.  "  ~$*' ''/.  €*<•*    T£>:    '  /'_,     t*A     f(.    7 
the   anly  one  who  records  thie  phrase  ft  one 

But  when  we  consider  that  the  Court  of  the  Gents 
was  open  to  all  outsiders,   which  meant  all  nationalit 
and  neon  from   all  nations, 

then  we  understand  why  it  written  outsiders 

Thie  difturbed  Ja,    since  this   only  court  open  to 
Jut   all   of  this  activity  made  it  imposslbleHiaJtAsxa 
for   p   Gent,    to   worehin   (Jed 
Js  let  be  known  in  minis  that  he  concerned  all  peo 

, 8?  not    just  Jews 

So  why  wouldn't   he  be    snfcry  1   frroQp   disitei  ruinated    ajrai 
He  angry   cause  neon   cane   encounter  G-od 
instead,    encounter   animals,   birds,    merch.intB   using 
all  kinds  gimmicks  separate  peop  from  money. 
Je  perhaps  aaw  5emp  used  in  eaclusive  way,   St,  those 
not  Jews  beinff  pushed   aside 
Thia  danger  in   -?ny   church 
If   we  members   do  not   exercise  ^nian   love  ?,-  Xpian 
discipline   In   church   it    cnn  become   e»:lusive   club. 

Illustration  of   3*.    John's  U.C.C.   in  wheeling  &  Vance 
Memorial  I'resbyterian 
Layman  in  service  at  Thanksgiving,    D-le  !'■  I  went 
cold,   no  welcome  from  100  there. 

Vance  welcomed    at   door,    taken   to   meet  minister,    this 
cjb     ch  of  1000  or  more, 

....   found  home   in  that   church,    felt  like  lifetime 
member, 

"   to  leave  it. 

't  the  building,   it  isn't  the   size  of  cong. 
IJ  isn't  the  service,   it  isn't   the  liturgy. 

It   is   THE  P'iJOPL'S   and   their   attitudes   thut   make   or 

break  a  conp, 
'!k  must   always   eiamlne   our  attitudes   towards   others 

Are  we  sarin,   friendly?     Do  we  greet  strangers? 
Do  we   raake   an   effort   to  make  people   feel   at   home? 
Do   we   get  in   our   little   groups  before   or  foil  llri 
cei — *  ce  *  not  include  anyone  who  may  be  standing  on 
"iter  fringes   of   our   froun? 
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just  Lng.  Surely  He  must  have  a 
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Just 
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;over 
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court 
In  the  Court 
Jesus  took  place.  rcial- 
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,    but  besides  c 
■' 
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Lure 

.The   sons   o&  Levi  were  t 
1  Jesus  was  la  shi  ;,     Hal 
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ecy  certainly  fell  to      situation  in  tl     Die. 

worshi     .   He  not  only 
,  but  wanted  t  ible  for  them 

wo  .  tranquili  ~  . 

;h  the  sellers  haw  •  hustle      istle  oJ     .  ass 

place  in  this  court.   He  was  c  lark   tells  u  ,       use 

shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer  for  all  the  nations."         -  find  b 

,  -  .  house  of  ■■  all  natio:  . 

put  th 

".       at  the  bra 

,  .  ied  Jesus,  since 

Ly  courv  :i  to  outsiders.   In 

-  jv:s  were  supposed  to  ■•  .      -11     ^*- 

A 

1  issible  for  rentile  to  wor;  [  if  he 

ited  to.      Jesus   let   it 

11  peopl  .  !  t 

use  people  cai 

^irds  b sing  sold, 
b 

aw  that  ;ed 

excluslce  way  not  Jews  were  bei:  .  Le« 

i  is  really  the  danger  in  any  church.  xercise 

.stian  discipline  in  the  church  it  can  erel 
into  an  exclusive  club. 

ji  we  lived  in  Wneeli   •,  to  att 

rice  since  I 

Imses.   i  ;tend  or. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
'  mten  Service  March  [3,  197^ 

—       Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Velma  Collins,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Pam  Frv,  Shari  McBride  -   Acolytes 

Wed.  eve.  -  7:30  P.M. 

Prelude  Music;    "Evening  Prelude"  Clarke 

"Meditation"  Nolte 

Si  lent  Med i tat  ion 
*Procesbional  Hymn  No.  466   "He  leadeth  me" 
*  Invocation  -  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesson:     John  15:  I-I7 
*Glori a  Patr 1 
*Evenins  Ppayers  and  Choral  Response 

Offer i ng 

"'Andante*  'Leu,    Sostenuto"  Nigode 

11 1    need   Thee  every   hour" 
"His    Love" 


Offertory 
Hymn   No.    469 
Sermon : 
Sermon   Prayer 
*Hymn   Nq.    55 
Bened I ct I  on 

POSTLUDE 


"Sun  of  my  soul,    Thou  Saviour  dear" 

Gounod 


"Grant   us    Thy   Peace" 
-------   *Congregat Ion    Standing   -------- 

Thursday  -  March    14  -   7;05  _  Broadcast   of  Council 

of  Churches   -  Basketball   (Seniors)   -   97-7  ©N   the 
]  al  -  WBUT-FM  -  Chijpk  McWi  lliams  will   be  host   for 
-he   evening  rn    "1"1   ^°    "*°"   ®T»     ™en    sw^ch   "to    T^M 

Softball  Play&s^.gOT0^   tMaStUx    .p   you 

would   like   to   play  Softball. 
If  you   would   like  to   have  an  Easter   Lily   for    the 

Cancel  on  Easter  call  Bea   Ta i t.      For  four   (4)    bloom 

Lilies    it  would   cost  $4.  00. 

1~Fl  c  cms      £  »rrrr 


4      ?  « 


C„77W      # "3    **&>"*■ 


C  SI 


/  v ,  -      /< 


SK3AOJ   3J.VTS 
SN3BPH)i 


S3XVWIJ.S3    33LU 
IEIZ-9SS     -3NCKd3T3X 

Yd  -MaajNaa  1    on    a  -a 


sit  is  snaavtv 


jpnjjuagj     3\*.Q 


•$> 


>iNn     D    HdlViJ 


ive 

John  15;  13,   '  I       love  hi  ■ 

-    friend 


nd 
L  it  at  1  -  the  evening  of  Jua  5,  1882. 

1         he  da;       sisters 

ow. 
If ,    and  which  caused  bal 

" "  ri:    ;.  I  ck- 

I    ever  did  in  my   life.      I  ion  of  havi 

—  -    Lnward  voic  If. 

b  the  wl  fe  bed  in  Lnutes   - 

^   equally   sure   that   it  v<  ;  or  corredt- 

-    ion." 

Ttri  ;   those  ; 

' 
I  re  st  "  %  e ; 

That  in  s .  f  ]  ow 

fuller  t    - 

it  its  author  Goe  '  lc  not 

■    -         •  i-s-.-fcrre      b  had  1 

;e  of  15.         been  born  blind,  one  could  say  that 

had 

kexx     x-jn-rsp  learned 

live  with  it.   But  here  '■'■'   -  all 

b  love  that  will  not  leav-  im  go,  of  it  in 

th  e  '■  th . 


Isn't  this  remiaiscent  of  another  person?  A  perso 

love  ha  this,  : 

life  ;3   friends.'1  -iter  lov    . 

also 
his   entire    life  was  i, involved   in   an    all   co  love. 

love   from  which  he  could 

ould  not   let  him  /here  he  1 

her  arithmetic  cl 
following  guests  '"  els  of  grain 

for   $2  per  "bushel,    what  would  he    gel "'.        ne   little  boy  ansv  "A   new 

car."     &ExkjtK7C5d£X5DdfjrfckKK  It* a  -^nt  he  knew  his  father. 

-    li?  "ificing  hi?   life,    '  i  lev 

would    t  :     .       A/J     FATff&^S      £'**     b*>»*4     Ad 7     ££7    //^f  ^  . 

>i      two  verses  of  thi 
le    father, 
"       lj    ;ht  f-    swalrggfc    folic 

h    to    th       ; 

t  i      ;ores  its  \ 
t  ■"  3hines  blaze  it 

ber  fairer 

0  joy  that   seek^ 

1  cannot   close  my  heart   to   tt 

race   the  rainbow  through  the  r 
\nd  feel   the  promise   is  not  v- 

"11  it'gvisgy  tearless  he. 

les   of  rather 
who  have   over-  andic  Ln  lif 

Faitt  ":  '  which         could    cite.      However   to    lo 

fej  I  do  is  1  their 

n  is    is    one    t::i-~ -tka±x±ss±rr  *#- 


3 
■'---  -    -  .  Llis 

life  :  "  bime. 


f ami Id  Lth    tl  -   -n4--*-  -  'it. 
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i 
to  tl  Ill  i ber 


ry  or  worl^.    '  . 

pies  of 

jfc  ev  ill   tur  Lsleading.      Howe:   -  , 

•  -+-■.■■  unl  Thi:     I  not 

of  1 
-s   to  iniptove  Liv      .  Lndivi    ...   ]  ratro] 

lesire.    V 

//     /S  u/>  7*  us- 

not   tl  '  Lis. 

LI  know  how  we  could  Dr 

that  is,  is 

r  faiti 
are  ~J-er   life  -  "      Cull   of 

•Jesus  point  of  tl  ut.  we  woul  ' 

fir?"    lose  it  *  Lf  ',ni  'LT     *Tf  we 

Lst  ]  '.    •  we   overco  ith 

love?    «If   we  wou]  Lrst,  st  be   last,    if  we  want   to  follow  him 

11   of  -  re   are 

or  f  true  life 

'    -  ■  ive  real  purj 

■    niug   1"'  sis    tc   be   q  follower   of  Christ. 

Losing   our   lif      for  him  in   order  to  have   lif 
this   lid  joy  in   so::  'ace   in  time   of   conflict,  y   other 

-   unexplainable  paradoxes   as  well.      This  is    ~  because 


4- 

iod  ,  ia  all  thin     '  '  .of 

'his  and         '    Is  life.  Jef 
?nd  found  it,  in  his  life.   Many  other        1  ve  found 
?s  we. 

(Illustration.  /  #*"     <t^«r     //  •**-&*?     P*£sM* 

b  he  sent  hj 

. 

j  -  ..-.  9  j 

I  lay  J       li  st   lifes   glory    lead, 

f ]  '   "  :ed 

I  have  used    bid  ]  ,  .use  I 

last  verse.  re  imj 

-11  as  joy  j  Lme  of 

- 

ion.  Ln  a 

i&tes.       ">-.  lbert    '  me  for 

it   tells   thai  3  suital  in  to.      So  he 

to  write   a   time.  s  read 

Ls,   quote,    ""  "  Lgh1 

j 

had    ie."     "Tot  :    >r    '  wrf/teer 

(Illustration  of   lost  hoy  ?nJ  who  found  whom?) 

ton  to  religion. 

that   -  , "    ,^A  TEhe  ever  be 
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: 

been  seekj  nought 

it  i  ,  od 

-till    s  $xxkxx&s±£   "The   Son    of   man   is 

■   s   losit. "  ,  lid. 

"G-reate  • 

■  .  "  ifo x t  ft -t-TT-r-MT?  Jesus  "  lif      because  of  Him  we 

re  Vlos 
life  -." 


»Hl«  Love*  « 

Text:  John  15:13, 

"Greater  love  ha.s  no  men  than  this,  that  a.  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 

friends." 

Wheal  we  look  at  the  directions  that  the  life  of  Jesus  took, 

we  become  very  much  aware  that  one  of  the  directions  was  in  the  realm  of 

love.   We  need  only  look  at  hie  life  and  we  can  discover  this  in  very  short 

order. 

The  rich  young  man  came  to  Jesus  and  asked  what  he  had  to  do  to  inherit  eternal 

in  Mark  10:21, 
life.   And  Jesus  told  him,  and  we  read,  "Jesus  looking  upon  him  loved  him. " 

The  Apostle  John  wrote  more  about  the  love  of  Jesus  ths>n  any  other  writer. 

We  read  how  he  wrote  thai  .T<?rur  loved  Ilartha  and  her  sister  and  Lazarus, 

how  Jesus  wept  over  the  death  of  Lazarus  and  the  Jews  remarked,  "Ree,  how  he 

loved  him. "   He  wrote  of  Jesus  saying,  "As  the  Father  has  loved  me,  so  have  f 

loved  you. "  And  again,  "For  the  Father  himself  loves  you,  because  you  have 

loved  me. " 

-  In  his  F/oi sties,  this  same  Apostle  writed  over  and  ewer  again  of  the  love  of 
Jesuf.   So  it  if  evident  that  Je*a*  whole  life  and  eadatence  is  built  on 

love.   He  spoke  of  it  many  times.   He  said,  love  your  enemies.   Love  those  who 

desnitefully  use  you.   Do  good  to  those  who  h^te  you  and  so  on. 

Dr.  George  Matheson  once  said  of  a  certain  hymn  that  he  wrote,  "I 
composed  it  at  the  manse  in  Innellen  Scotland  on  the  evening  of  June  6,  1882. 
I  was  alone  at  the  time,   It  was  the  day  of  my  sister's  wedding  and  all  of  the 
family  was  at  Glasgow.   Something  h^d  happened  to  me  which  was  known  or-ly  to 
myrelf,  and  irtiich  caused  me  the  most  severe  mental  suf f erir -.    This  hymn  was 
the  fruit  of  that  iufferlag.   It  was  the  quickest  bit  of  work  I  ever  did  in  my 
life.   I  had  the  impression  of  having  it  dictated  to  me  by  come  inward  voice 
rather  than  working  it  out  myself.   I  am  quite  sure  that  the  whole  work  v 
completed  in  five  minutec  ~nd    equ  lly  sure  that  it  never  received  at  my  handr 
aiijt  retoueM    ■:■  correction." 
Thuc  cane  into  being  thore  memorable  word"  th-t  all  of  us  have  stu      ft«ft., 


love  ,    "  '  weary   soul   in  thee; 

I_jrive   thee  back   the   life   I   owe,    that   in  thine  ocean  daptha   ita  flo 

richer  fuller  be," 

<3e«g«  !ta.tta«wf»,  Vox.  an.th.«T  cwi.14.  TOC^k  vt  ii  a  l<yre  tbaft  vtmLft  *«A  l&"t 

him    "0,    and  yet  he  h"d  been   rtricken  with  blindness   at   the    age   ef  15/     H*   had 

been   rejected  by  his  fiancee,    and    aeon  neople   believe  thia  waa   the  burden   on 
hir:   heart   that   he         ■  '       ef  in   reference  to   thii    hym*.      Bit   he  write*   in  the 

hymn  ef  a  la  11   cohsu  .        ]    ye  thst  will  ve  him,   nor  let 

him  go.      I::n't  this  reminiscent  of   anotha]  ?  peraana  ef   ">.buh     Christ. 


The   one   whs    "poke   in  our/scripture  tonight   and    raid,    Greater  ib>ove   hrc  no  :: 

a   thia,    that   a  man   lay  dews  hir.    life   for  his  friendr.."     TTe  knew  that   his 

life   was  wrapped  up   ia   love. 

chsel   teacher   asked  her   cIsgb   in  math  the    question;  "if  your  father 
"   1500  buahela   of  wheat  for  82.00  per  bushel*   what  would  he  get?"     one 
little  boy  anawexed,    "A  new  car." 
It1?    ^parent   that   this  boy  knew  his   father.      So   did  Jesus.      Fe  knew  thst  no 

matter  what  His  Father  was  there  with  thia    all   consuming  love,    that   He   could 

p,o  forth   *nd  give  his  very  life   in  love,    because  in  return  he  would  have  the 

love  of  His  Pother  th-t  would  never  let  him  p-o. 

The   Christian  life  that   Jesus   has   left  us   to   live,    ia   filled  with 
many  at  range  pardoxes.      He  gave   them  to  us    and  he  expects  us   to   follow  them. 
He   said   for  inrtpnee,    if   someone   hptes  us  we  must  love   him.      How  do  you 
possibly  love   someone  who   shows  hatred?     Re  tells  us,    if  we  would  be  first  we 
murt  be  laet.      How   can   anyene   noc^ibly  be  first  if  he   is   last?        He   said,    if 
ve  would  hnve   life,   we  must  firat   loce   it.      How  could  we  possibly  live,   xh£ 
if  we  muet   lose   our  lives?     All   of  these   ere    strange  things,    and    are   the   exr^ct 
opposite   of  true   life   as  we  knowit.      But   nil   of  these  oaradoxes   are   real,    and 
have   a  real  meaning  if  we    seek  to  be   a  follower  of  Jesus. 

Losing   our  life   for  Him   in  order  to   have   life,  means   that  ke  thia 
life  for   a   Christian   can   have   joy   in  the  midst   of   sorrow,   peace   in  the  midst   of 

— 1-  ■Mini    n  -  w-*Jt*^MMMHMn«K . -- 
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conflict,   life   in  the  midst   of  death,    and   many  other  unexnlainable  -npradoxea 
as  well,      But__all  of  this  is    only  poaaible  because  G0d   is  there  with  ur   |«    all 


1-  ia  only  when  we  truly  know  this  Son  of  God  to  the  fullest,  that  we  can 

completely  understand  what  he  wag  saying  and  doing  in  the  sacrifice  of  Himself 

on  the  cross. 

(Illustration  of  ciwil  war  substitute,  &•:  seaman  substitute) 

We  can  see  in  this  incident  that  the  individual  who  gave  up  his 

life  willingly,  was  doing  exactly  as  Jeau*  had  arid.  "Greater  love  ha?  no  mam 

thai:  thifi,  that  s   man  lay  down  his  life  for  hi;  fries   .'  ''/<"  7~fr/j 

f  y»v      fit--1       F&*.      f)F  . 

We  could  cite  many  examples  of  this  type  of  love  that  has  been 

esnres*ed  in  the  sacrifice  of  one  life  for  antoher.   But  perhaps  when  we  are 

sraeaking  about  some  of  these  incidents,  we  may  feel,  and  perhans  rightly  so, 
th-tvwe  may  never  be  involved  in  th-t  type  of  thing.   We  may  never  be  remiire^ 

+o    sacrifice  ourselves  for  someonecelse. 

But  there,  is  in  each  of  us,  that  spark  that  something  that  would 

have  us  gladly  give  of  ourselves  for  someone  else.   This  does  not  mean  in  just 

the  giving  un  of  this  life,  but  of  the  outward  sharing  of  ourselves,  X    fjv, 

"A   young  lady  thought  she  hod  written  some  beautiful  poems  about  love,  and  she 
desired  to  have  them  published.   After  she  had  arranged  to  h-ve  an  interview 
with  the  editor  of  a  publishing  house,  she  sat  in  his  office  talking  to  him. 
The  man  asked,  "what  makes  you  think  you  know  about  love?  Let  me  hear  come 
of  your  noetry,  but  first  tell  me  what  you  think  love  in."   The  girl  began, 
"Love  is,  gazing  unon  a,  lily  ^onC    at  night,  when  the  lilies  are  in  full  bloom 

-nd  the  moonlight  is  shimmering  moon  the  water,  and  "   "Stop,  stop,  stop," 

cried  the  editor.   "You  are  wrong,  wrong,  wron,T.   I  will  tell  you  what  love  is, 
Love  is  getting  uo  out  of  a  warm  bed  on  a  cold  winter  Eight  morning,  ^t  two 
o'clock,  to  care  for  your  ailing  children.   That  is  real  love.   I  am  sorry  we 
cannot  use  your  noems, " 

This  is  the  love  Jesus  was  soeaking  of  and  was  showing  in  his 

sacrifice.   A  modern  song  tells  us.  "AiixjCHHXHBajixtxxiHarE  1  v  ,  1  v>.  ,  love, 

all  you  neea  is  love. "  This  may  be  true,  but  more  than  love  is  needed.   It  is 

the  addition  of  self  to  that  love  that  makes  it  worthwhile.   It  is  the  complete 
giving  of  self  that  is  needed.   Pot  necessarily  the  giving  up  of  life,  but  the 
complete  surrender  of  self  in  love  and  then  if  necessary  to  give  up  life  be- 
cause of  love.   This  is  what  Jesus  was  saying  and  was  showing  in  T'is  love. 
This  is  what  he  wants  from  us,  that  when  we  see  someone  in  need,  we  rssach  out  in 
love,  with  no  thought  of  reward.   This  then  is  all  that  Jesus  said  in  our  test 
"Greater  love  has  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friendi 
but  it  is  all  wrapped  uo  more  simply  in  the  words  of  the  Apostle  John,  when  he 

writes,  "In  this  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us  and  sent 
His  Son."  -phis  is  and  was  "His  Love,"  his  love  for  you  -^nd  me  and  the  world. 


Discip  of  obed  gotten  waylaid  in  world  today     2/ 
We  talk  lack  of  obed  to  laws,  to  governments, 
most  especially  to  laws  of  God 

■re  those  tell  us  "Must  do  all  things,  experience 
all  things  in  order  know  what  good  &  bad  for  us," 
This  all  wrong. 
Mo  need  kill,  know  not  right 

-o  need  steal,  know  not  take  others  property, 
no  need  get  venereal  disease,  know  to  be  moral 

God  gave  certain  laws  we  must  abide  by  be  obed  to 
these  10  command 
in  order  to  keep,  do  not  need  break 
must  discip  selves  to  keep 
this  Js  did 
from  very  earliest  we  know  he  did 

from  life  Js  lived,  examp  for  us  of  Xpian  obed 
it  Xpian  cause  it  speaial  discip. 
it  require  more  love,  more   understand,  any  other 
we  prove  by  compare  other  discips 

What  l„w  of  animals? 
Survival  fittest,  right? 
other  words,  look  out  self,  forget  others 

But  with  Xpian  disip  &  obed,  look  out  others,  care 
those  need  care,  help  helpless  etc. 
No  send  off  die  like  eskimo 
we  love  as  self,  or  supposed  to. 

What  law  of  savages? 
kill  or  be  kill,  right? 
Xpian  obed  &  discip,  love  enemies,  do  good  those 
hate. 

11  this  Js  say  over  &  over 
~  but  do  not  mean  be  mDmby  pambies  afraid  shadow 
this  mean  try  solve  problems  peacefully, 
no  can  do,  use  other  means 

Js  showed  both  sides, 
life  of  love,  force  in  the  temp 
Js  always  be  yardstick  for  us 
He  examps  not  obsolete  some  try  have  believe 
they  done  in  his  period,  but  apply  20C  as  well 

If  each  person  practice  obed  of  Js,  Xjhianity  grow 
leaps,  bounds. 

Simply  cause  we  be  examp  of  Xpian  obed. 
'"tory  late  SkaH*±  Hahatma  Ghandi  India) 

wanted  talk  British  church  officials,  no  time, 
brushed  off. 


:p,iuity  CEARQB— *HE  usitsd  ckprch 

Ralph  0.    Link,   pastor 

Christ  Church,   Dunepnnon                        9:00  A. II 

Trinity  Church,    Nov;  Bloonfield          10;;O  A. II 
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The  Orgm  Irclv 

*The  Hyun  of  r raise 

*The   Call    to   Worship 

*Thc  Prayer  of  Confession     (Unison) 

0  Lord  Jesus  Christ,   who  didst  give  thy  life 
for  us  that  we  might   receive  pardon  and  peace, 
mercifully   cleanse  us   from    all    sin,    and   ever- 
norc  keep  us  in  thy  favor  and   love,    who  livest 
and   reignest  with  the  Father  and   the  Holy   Spirit, 
ever  one   God,    world  without   end.      Aocn. 
*Thc  Uyrie 
♦The  Assurance  of  pardon 

The   Scripture Hebrews   5:1-10 

•The   Gloria  Patri 

Anthem'     (Trinity) 

Pastoral   Prayer 

Announcements 

The  Receiving  of  Tithes  and  Offerings 

♦  The  Poxology 

♦The  Offering  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

The  Hymn   of  Meditation  144 

The  Sermon Lenten  Reflections 

"Obedience   of  Christ" 
The   Sermon  Prayer 

♦The  Hymn   of   Response  46? 

•The  Benediction 
*Thc   Threefold   An en 
♦The  Fostlude 


♦Congregation   Stands 


GEWBRAL  A!iroUHC»i3NTS 

The  special   offering  for  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  will  be   taken  nest  Sunday  March  21st 
in  both  Chruches.      Special  envelopes  are  in 
the  envelope  sets  for  Christ   Church  members 
and   special  envelopes  arc  on  the  tabic  in  tho 
rcrr  of  Trinity  Church.      Vfon't  you  consider 
making  sono  sacrifice   this  Lenten  Season  for 
those   in  need? 

CHRIST  CHURCH   ANHOUHCEHfiHTS 

Win-A-Chun  Class  will   conduct  worship   services 
this   afternoon  at   2:0Ov  P.M.    at  the  Kinkora  Homa. 

The  Woman's  Guild  will  neet  on  Tucs.   March  16th 
at  7:50  P.M.    here   at  the   Church.      This  will  be 
the   Lenten   Quiet   Hour- Meeting. 

TRINITY  CHURCH  AHH00NCEKBSTS 

Mid-Weol:  Corammity  Lenten  services  Jill  bo. 
held  Wed.    evening  March  17th  at  7:30  P.M.   at 
St.    Bernard's  Ronrm  Catholic   Church.      Your 
pastor  will  be   the   speaker. 

At  the  regular  Consistory  Keeti&g  the  following 

officers  wore  elected   to  servo  for  one  year: 

Vice  Iloderator:      Joe   Darlington,    Sr. 

Recording  Secretary:      Helen  Lyons 

Treasurer:      Roy   Snyder 

Financial  Secretary:      Lee  Bogga 
Ralph  Bailor  was  chosen   to  fill   the  unexpired 
term  of  Stanley  Hair. 


> 


saw  so  called  Xpian  treatment  his  people,        3/ 
Made  remark,  wanted  become  Xpian,  but  Xpians  saw 
heard  in  action  not  Xpians  they  talk  about. 
rT°  lost  to  Xpian  world,  many  millions  with  him 

work  of  missionaries  became  more  difficult, 
ccuse  Xpians  talkers  &  not  doers 

iL  are  to  obey,  as  Paul  tells  us,  "That  you  may 
be  blameless  and  innocent  ,  children  of  God  without 
blemish  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse 
generation  among  whom  you  shine  as  ligjjt;;  of  the 
world. " 

Contrast  this  with  man:/  a  modern  day  Xpian. 
sing  of  love  on  Sunday,  show  hatred  other  days. 
talk  of  obed  &  obey  only  selfish  desires  motives 
rest  week, 
pray  for  peace  &  fight  with  neighbors 

So  see,  must  not  be  obed  will  of  Father, 
but  must  start  toward  obed  by  discip  selves  do  God'; 
will. 
Not  just  now,  this  season,  but  all  of  life. 

Hymn  speaks  of,  "Teach  me  9  Lord  thy  holy  way,  and 
give  me  an  obedient  mind." 

Hymns  like  this  should  be  not  only  songs  we  sing, 
but  prayers  on  lips,  thots  in  minds 
that  make  aware  God's  will  for  us 

Next  time  tempted  tell  someone  off, 
pay  back  for  what  done  us, 
ask  question,  "WhatvJesus  do  in  this  case?" 

V     parents  expect  obed  of  children, 
~ut  what  of  our  personal  obed  in  our  lives? 
Perhaps  each  strive  be  more  obed  to  God, 
we  see  change  in  families,  personal  lives, 
&  in  many  other  areas  of  life. 

This  another  lesson  Ks   taught  with  his  life. 
Let  us  seek  follow  all  his  footsteps  &  not  just 
pick  out  the  ones  that  are  easiest  follow. 

"He  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  death  on  a 
cross, " 
This  is  obed  we  cannot  match, 
but  it  ehed  that  should  strive  emulate. 


"ha   Cbedienc--.:  J     -u- 

Text  :    Ac+~.    5;    . 

For  +i:  few    Sundays  we   have  bean   ta]    i         bout    the  qualities 

i,     Je    ^aid    that    He   po-"8<-~ea    fai+h,    that    He   po~«*e~«ed   lovei 

'      '     '     .       '      -  '  :      -  i.  Tod  Lj       to  -M         -       it   Hi-  obedience. 

Thi«>  we-  one   of    the  ;-ret-J  a  »t    ■■    alitie«   t*  I.    In  the    Bib]      aoncord- 

r210:3   "3  ler  Cruden,    t]  ••  I  «•  defined      »,   the    rord    obadio: 

*"  ">0"1        "  id   in  the    Bible   in  the   -an-a   of   *ul  ;  -,  Wiu   of  Uodj 

4-0  Hi'~  1  ••    :"    l-   -  wed    in    *pi  ,  will 

of  8    i."        Je-u-  wa«  the   perfect   example  of  obedience.   Paul    «tate*  \ :  :J  ■•  Je-u- 
sbedient    onto  death  even  death  •■<;-•-." 

Pir~t    learn  of  the   ob  a   of   Je^u-  in  the   "tor;  i« 

told    of  +he  annuel   -i-LJ    of  Hi-  f-  )  for  the   fa<    \    of  the  i>&<">- 

over.      hen   the;  returning  home   they    li-corered   that   He  ] 

ok   +o    Jeru"alem   they  Bound   Him   in  +ha   "ample  Lth 

-rie  learned  men.    Hi-   reply  \.    -    He    h    3    J)  be  ■■  bu«ini«r. 

Ha   didn't    »how   any   *ign  .-:.         L~"ed    Hi        ■  •  n+»,   nor  aid 

■;-   of  having  been   homesick.    In    fact   Hi-  reactioj  ;    the  normal   reaetioj 

of   a   12  year  old  boy.    But    we  mi    -•     ton-ider  tha+    +hi  -  wa^   ]  o '        normal    12  yai 
old  boy.   !»]  j  -   the  grc  So]     of  Sod.  The  1  se-iah.    Bu1    hers    Ha    •-;■• 

obe  by  wi  iting   to   learn  of  Him  and   to  ha   in  God'"  Ta  ith 

■nad   in  the  1) 
"ban  -.0  read   sf   H  adienoe   of  3b«v  temptation  in   +be 

1 "'"  r-A  I -try.   Ha  time  meditatin 

Hi-  '   \-i        to     rre-tle  wit]    -     I    . -■  -   the  temptation*  th  * 

ari-o   during  Hi-  ministry.    He   knew  tha+   prido  v;ould   some   Into   Hi*  life.   He   el-o 
that    the    4         '   it  ion   *o   u~e    +ha   power   at    Hi-  1    for  ni-    own   ~alfi-h 

jire-  'voulfl   come   to  Him   al"0»   "he-e   are   the    '  -  that    face   sll  nan. 

.-    in    the   acoompli"liment    of   a  good    Job   well   donaj    pride    in   our~slvo~   or   in 
tho-e   of   our  families.  The   evil      of  power  i-   - 


sry  ^oivarful   thing 


.. 

e«-  by  the  u~e  thai  1«  :-    ■  le  of  it   ■■'. L'-lz  a 

world*  !=l-o  ~vi Mi':-'--   it   1  !  our  "tate  I  ■ 

i      ve      t  to   u--    •"•hoir  po,;er    fc  o   !.    good.    mhe-a  wbra   the   evil"   Je-u- 

wa-    "triving   to  fight*    Hera  He    -howed  Hi"  obedience   to  Sod   by  proving    that    hc 

4  ad    +o    -arva   Him  by  living   r.-   clo-a    End    e<~  near   to   irod    a*  He    oouldj    and    +  hi- 

out    of  Hi«  life 
nd  all   things  thai      ould    i in'  r-ct   or  (  .  y  from 

.,  .      ,       .,  A  DETECT 

"he   thirl  la   of   +  he    obedience    Of   Ja-u-   i-   f  Ln   +  ha 

eve  g  up  to  Hi-   crucifixion  end   death.    nri-     1-    the  mo-t    vivid    example 

and   probably   '  the  be<-+    remembered.   Here   i-  obedience  .•  very  fulla--1- 

.    *TTi  -T--  /"  li4ia-   oi        ithj    love    and    cor  ell 

hich  1  ]     •        Lred.  To 

able   to  give         life  and      illii  .uiro-  t!  that 

and  thi"  coij line.    mho    ' ;        plj 

i    of  and   of   the   ~piri+.    Thi      o 

■om  a  lif  e  that  cen1  -    3 .    T 1     :•.  .''■".■.  1  E    :      a ^lif  e  t ] 

t§  lived    L]    Soc  i  very  hrea+h  i«  practically  I      •■    '  •  _ " .    7hi»  w   - 

ine   of  Je-u-. 

■Id  tod  _  the  oantion   of    M 

|j  race*   Mo"t    of   i1    i-   in   re"  +z   civil  Tl  civil 

obedianca   or  di«»obedJ    nee.   .cut   the   thin£"  t]  '■    .  :■  -1      ;       he  new o 

which  we   raad    i-   that   dj  h  ^-~Jr-     waylaid*  To   jjlaca   thi<* 

arL'  L  irder   la-1    u-   .  pie.     9i]  -    xhera    i-   8    ; 

:      '  burning. 

The  -  -   x j    '  »11   '  .  t   touch  tl         because  he 

I.    If  ]  ir-i-t    iii   tryin  ;':   the  flame.   J'.        a1 

in   J  how  him  1  '  ■  -.  I  .   he      ~ 

.  .,      3  be  le   rning    ol       Lence  1 

line.    It    i-r;,J  to   let    hi  '    .'      '    '  lience. 

ly   he   harmful    ix  -  hild. 


3. 
Bu*   i "  '      "  .  is  "Bid  no  1  he 

1  3    ■:  ""C        ;      J  :  thi      "that  I    .    '"'  •    ■ 

p    red  '•  ra  -  >    ■" ] 

that    oould   befall  him»   if  he  ]  I  .to 

onde  Lm.    So  '  j  be   obedi-.- 

■    "!_■•■'  : . 

ii     eule-    to  lire   by.      a   call   the 
30ra  .  srder  4  i  the  1  I  . .  '  i  tc  break 

them    lo      ■?   31   course   not.  _  "ti- 

ed  if  we  br;.  3    of  the    .   But       -idle  from  that    i  that    i4    would   not 

th«  will   of  God.    Since         call   ouraelve"  Ghri"tian«   e 
live   the   Christian   life    it    i"  in   our  be-t    L  t»   to   kt3Qxj   the   co..  it". 

Therefoi  Ii"ciplined    our"eive"  to  do   "Oi    :  ■*  •■  '-1    »«? 

"hi-  i"  what    Je"U"  did.    Ha   disciplined   Hi     ■■".If   from  the  very 
earliest    "tory  '   Him.   "'he  re  fore   we    can  cell    thi"  Chri"ti  L«oipline. 

a  rea-on  for  putting  the  nai  i»tian  in   front   of  ix  >   I-  due   to   the   fact 

thai      '  "paoial    '-  Lne.   5hi"  i -        li"Ciplina    that    re 

e  a  thi"  by  comj       tng  il 

with   the    3i"oi  of  life.    '  '.     I    i-   +hs  ba"io   lav    of   animal"?   Survival    of 

fittest    i"]  '  -1   it?   In    3th  .    1-  look  out  >ur«elf  Bba    I 

jl"e.   But   with  C)  ci"ti  ji^line   i+   beco 

ill.    I"  i  3t    halo 

them  .  ,  i't    ju- -•  '    'hem   off    -  .  .  3m"elvo~   x  c    lie   b«    "Ome 

e^kimo  tribe         ij  re   for  e«  »r.    We   love    Dur  neigh- 

bor  8"   our-elf.    Or  try  +o. 

Then   what    i~  a  ba"io   law   of  the   ravage*?  Hill  or  be   killed    i-n't 
it?  But    here   again   +ha   Ohr!-"-  eipline    i"   one    of  love.    Love   your   enemia" 

am]   prey  for  them.    If    »onteone    "trike*  yoa   on   one   oh:.  the   other  al"o» 

■a   are  word"  of  Je~u~.    The ^e  ■  «hould    live   by.   Now   thi"   i*  no4 

PamMe^who     -re   sfr.ia    of   our   -]     ;        . 


4. 

— '  "\il  met j-   ana   then  if  thj  '-        .-..   thfcfl/i  if 

-~  i"  +  h'3  only  •  ve.   Je  '         I  u-  dot]     3f   t-he  :  ]     ,  hg 

-howad    love   +  o   the  it   lore  ui^,     u   I    He    showed    :orca   +o    tho-e 

de-eorated   the   "  ,  ;  ■  rd_ 

-:  :  ;'  ive*.  The   example  .-.*    obsolete 

s   would   have  u~   +hink.    ?hey   ware   done    in   +aa   period    ic        5  ;]     tie   lived, 
hu+   '.va    bbu  k       -11   of   then    i  +hem   in   the   +v.*en+ie+h   century 

8-   ■..ell. 

If  each  per-on  who   i~   n  follower   of    Je~u--  would      raotice   +he 
obedience    of   Je«u«,    rJhri"+ipni'  1    -.-„     by  leap*  end   bouna*.   The    *tory  i~ 

"    3  J    of  J I      ia1         -op+  Hindu  Hi  L  in  India,   at      os    time   he  ws     ve 

■   in  ohri~J  .    i+   +hi~  x:  British  -  ;    .  Hr. 

1  j    -:    ;    of  the    Br^  official*    \ 

he  "ev?  ] 
'^-'■'  ■  '  "'■  :    Indian  people.   J:  aae 

'        '  3hri"tian,   tut    1  he-  Ghri*tj  he    --■     talked    of 

Qua   *)  I  lid  .        el«a.    Im  "J  -   Kindc    i     '   wc  -   i.o4 

"-     -'    4  ;    '  .    '  1   :    Chi  rchi    but    +he   thj  of   -ome  ve: 

jple   i"  that   Christianity  lo-t    ''  d*  of  Indian-  because   of   4;-;~.    i 

res  ■   thi"   i™  tl  Indian   people  did  I  Shendi  dia.    ?hen  +  oo 

of   the  mi~™iorcrio-   in    India  became   much  more   difficult,    be 
word   W8"   ou4    that    Ohri-t  ore   only   talker*   •  Soar*,   vhi-    "  -    -■'ill 

very  true   xoday.   ?  Sunday  morning   and  ■  1  .    '■ 

lova,    and   on  Monday   *how  hatred.   Many  people  tali  '    abediance 

i   o  +  ber   dey-   of   the  reek   obey   only   +  hair   own   »elfi*h   Satire-   en  I    va*. 

!or   peaoe   and     re   c-rn'  +  -  even  hava  •     'oor  neighbor. 

:'        eae     ••:-   mu-t    no  +    only  ba    ohedian*    1  will    of   our  if  at  her,    l  iu*t 

*tf  rd    thi*  obedience  by  disciplining   our*elva«>  +o  do  Sod'*  will.   ...    - 

3°  "         :      .   bu+    tl         ti  -,f  thl-  weals   and  t] 


5. 

hymn-  wa     ■ir.fr   i-»   taaoh  ^a   C   Lor'    Thy  h   ly  ,     mi   give  me    an  ol 

Ths  hymn-  we  »<ing  .   to   -i;:-  or  pratty  tune*  +o 

.    "'  ml#   03   prayor--  upon   our  lip-*,    and    though*-  on  our  mind"  the 

U"   r-  -  in    for  u„.    mhe   ^92+    tima   v:s   era   +  9mxJ+ea    to   ret-lly  tall 

3   off,    or  i  jone   baa  hat  ha*-  bee      \-   ,   +o  n~,    la*   n-  "*c  I 

3Uld    Je-u-   do    in   +  hi-    a\-s.    '  '  ■-   +  plk 

lur  child rs  !      '  • .    Bu '  mid 

el~o  be   loo'  'r         '         '--iivo-  •-  lina    In   our  live*   end 

111   ba  much  bet+er  I      '  :f.    ji]'    ■  -   sacb   fry  tl 

uipline   ii    our  live'-  and  maybe  wa   oi  ■:- 

mr  own  li*  +  lG  c  ia.  Sod  ay  ba   ol 

11 1         1  thai       .     lay    li«oiplina    o    r«-elve"  to   thi<*  will,   Let   u-   p 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday    in  Lent  March    \J ,    197** 

Rev,    Ralph   C.    Li  nk,    Pas top 

Mng.  VELMA  CaLLIMS,  ORGANfST 

Mr.  Ralph  Cooper^  Choir  Director 

Ricky  Viwroe,  Patty  Basehore  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  "ORSH1P  I  I ;OQ  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:   "0  Divine-  Redeemer1*      Gounod 
"The  Garden"  Demorebt 

Si  lent  Player 
•Process iowal  Hymn  No.  3'   "Father,  again  in  Jesus1  name" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*EXHORT^Tt  ON 

•Confess  i  on   (In  Unison)    "Tn  thy   great  mercy  hear  us, 
our  Father,    as   we   confess   our  many  bins    agmnst   thee 

AND  OUR  BRETHREN.    FoR  ALL  ANGER  AND  BELF~W]LL;  FOR 
ALL  USE  OF  OUR  STRENGTH  TO  SEAT  DO^N  THOSE  WHO  ARE 

weaker;  for  every  unholy  desire  AND  impure  THOUGHT?  FOR 
the  love  of  money  which  ts  the  root  of  evlli  for 
hatreds  and  prejudices  which  injure  others  and  corrupt 
our  own  souls;  for  little  sacrifices  on  behalf  of  great 
causes!  for  placing  dependence  in  ourselves  rather  than 
in  thee,  forgive  us,  q  lord  "through  jesus  chr i 8t  our 
Savi our.  Amen. m 
*KvRi  e  (Chq l r,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Dokolqgy   No  *  55' 
Scripture  Lesson:     Mark  1 3 
Hymn  No*  160     "In  the  hour  of  trial" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles1  Creed) 
*Glo«!a  PatrI 
•Call  to  Prayer 
•Pastor: 
•People; 
•Pastor: 


Offer 1 ng 

Offertory 
Anthem: 


hA  Lenten  Meo i tatIon"    Overhqlt 


Gould  -  Roland  Thompson 


"Tib  Midnight" 

Saxophone 
Sermon:  "A  HILL* 

Prayer   and    Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No,      256     "Who    is   on  the  Lord's 
m  side?" 

•BENEDtCTJON     AND     THREE     FOLD    AMEN 

Organ  Poetlude:     "Allegro  »n  E  Flat"    Moorhead 
_______  ^Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.,  Charlotte  Christy  in  memory  of  her  "Husband". 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Paul  Riemer^  Oaryl 

Tajt,  John  Opener,  Gary  Penar,  Don  Kingsley. 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Chester  Stauffer  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provjded  today  by  M^s,  Margaret 

Covert  and  Paula  Stephenson. 
^Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Betty  Filson,  Richard  Nicholas, 

Mrs.  Jane  WatteRSon,  Mps.  Doris  Zavackv  —  Akt'"r  T*fi*f 


/A 


TTERSON,  Mps. 

TONIGHT  -  6:30  -  YOUTH  CHOIR 
TONIGHT  -  7:30-  VOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 
scissors* 


PLEASE  BRING 


The   Lord   be  vjfTH  you. 
And  m^th  thy  spirit. 
Let  us   P^ay. 


•Prayer  and  Prayer   Response 


-^  MONDAY  -  7:30  -   FIDELITY  BIBLE  CLASS.    •~%ilejt/£  /i^f'C>l 
WEDNESDAY  --  7:30  -  LENTEN  SERVICE     "Hte  Obedience" 
WEDNESDAY  -  3:30  -   ftOLDEN  CIRCLE  -  Rev.    Link   will 

lead  the  Bible   Study   at  this   meeting, 
THURS.   -    10:30  A.M.    -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting* 
THURS*   -  7:30  -   CONSTITUTIONAL  REVIStON  COMMITTEE 
—    TUESDAY   -  THE   PROPERTY  COVMI TTEE   need   volunteers 

tvffy  TO    HELP     RE-OO     THE    SECOND     FLOOR    APARTMENT     AT     MO 

Aj-'-J   r  Walker   Ave,      Call  Bee  Knauer  or   Don  Kennedy  -  we 

fTA'IHf'4       NEED  ALL  THE  HELP  WE  CAN  GET  -  6  0°  P'^"  TUEBOAY. 

-->  GOOD  FRIDAY   BREAKFAST  -  6:00  A.M.    -  YMCA  -  Tickets 

MAY  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  J.  W.  HARMON  QR  KeNNETH 

Wejtzel. 
The  Easter  Li ly  Chart  wjll  be  passed  today  in  the 
Congregation,   It  only  went  down  one  side  last 
Sunday.   If  you  ""ould  like  to  have  a  Lily  and  do 

NOT  GET  A  CHANCE  TO  5  1 GN  UP  -  CALL  BeA  TaIT. 


ATTf*">.     if?  ■*/*        r.  rt 


r?yrV 


"I  saw  in  the  night  visions,  and  behold  with  the   2/ 
c""ouds  of  heaven  there  came  one  like  a  son  of  Man, 

e  came  to  the  ancient  of  days  and  was  presented 

bef^-e  him.   And  to  him  was  giwen  dominion  and  glory 

and  .ingdom,  that  all  peoples,  nations  and  languages 

•rve  him;  his  dominion  is  an  everlasting 

.  which  shall  not  pass  away,  and  his  kingdom 

. hall  not  he  destroyed." 

Here  we  see  a  prophecy  pertaining  to  the  2nd  coming 
of  Js. 

Here  on  hill  Js  imparting  news  of  coming  again 
Js  been  hailed  as  king 
Js  gone  to  temp  &  asserted  authority, 
All  this  has  raised  quests,  in  minds  of  discipes 
They  quest,  how  safe  &  secure  they  are 

Here  this  calm,  serene*  peaceful  indiv  suddenly  turnec 
on  fit  acting  unlike  self. 
&  now  he  predicting  future  events. 

Js  talking  specific  time  in  history  when  he  appear 

again 
We  can  speculate  all  want, 

We  can  theorize,  or  intellectualize  all  we  choose, 
but  fact  remains,  much  written  has  come  to  pass 

I  believe  we  In  latter  days  &  need  get  rite  with  God 

If  bridegroom  comes  &  we  not  ready,  we  left  out 

(Show  pics  Ala  71,  Berusalem  72  ) 
both  show  Js  in  clouds 

borne  laughed,  said  trick  photography, 
Still  others  ridicule,  scoff,  sneer. 

Of  -s  see  hand  of  God  in  our  evil,  materialistic, 
selfish  age. 
More  I  think  of  it,  the  more  I  convinced  God  speaking 
God  giving  us  a  chance  to  change 

In  ?2  we  suffered  horrible  flood.  In  Hurri,  Agnes 
Some  looked  upon  as  another  natural  disaster. 
Some  scoffed,  sneered,  said  have  had  others  like  it 
Look  a-  36  they  say. 

But  I  think  God  speaking  in  these  ways  to  tell  us 

to  change 
Woman  took  picture  of  clouds  during  flood, 
((Show  pic  of  Js  in  clouds) 

If   11  this  coincidence? 
Is  all  trickery  to  sell  bibles,  kneelers,  prayer  boo: 
I  don't  think  so,  I  think  God  speaking. 


"Tragedy  To  Triumphl" 
Act  III.  A  Hill 

Tea    Mark  15:26, 

"And  then  they  will  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in 
clouds  with  great  power  and  glory.  Watch  therefore 
for(  :m  do  not  know  when  the  master  of  the  house 
wil±  come,  in  the  evening,  or  at  midnight,  or  at 
cockcrow,  or  in  the  morning  —  lest  he  dome  suddenly 
and  find  you  asleep.   And  what  1  say  to  you  I  say  to 
all:  Watch." 

Act  I  witnessed  triumphal  entry,  this  act  of  aeclamgt 
Act  II  cleansing  of  Temp.,  this  acto  of  demonstratie 
Today  Act  III,  Js  leave  Temp  Se  going  '''t,  Olives, 
A  Hill. 

While  on  Mt.  Js  speaks  prophetically 

Read  &  hear  1st  time,  concise,  vivid  language 
things  come  to  pass. 

1st  answers  praise  for  beauty  Temp  by  telling  only 

matter  time  Temp  utterly  destroyed. 
Actually  took  place  about  40  yrs  after  Js,  ?0  A.D. 

Curiosity  of  Disc,  aroused  Se  when  reach  Mt  01.  they 

question  him. 

Especially  Pete,  Jim,  John  disturbed, 

Ask,  "What  is  going  to  take  place,  %   when  will  this 

bp 
they  want  to  know 

Js.  tells,  men  will  come  say  Christ  or  Messiah 

In  Acts  8:9  *sra  Simon  acclaimed  by  tricks  magic, 

"The  power,  of  God  that  is  called  great. " 

/* '  ght  now  man  maned  Moon  from  Korea,  acclaimed  Xp. 

Js  makes  pred  bout  wars,  natural  disasters 
some  said  no  real  purpose  for  predictions  or  meanin 
others  say  ignore  them  since  Temp  destoyed  &  almost 
2  millenia  past  &  still  no  end 

Js  tells  some  other  things  of  the  signs  of  the  end 
but  in  vs  frfc  7>li   nnri  ?q  he  says,  (READ  THIS) 
In  Isaiah  ironically  l?:T0we  read, 
"For  the  stars  of  the  heavens  ana  their  constell- 
ations will  not  give  fHeir  Lignt;  the  sun  will  be 
at  its  rising  and  the  moon  will  not  shed  its 
l,." 

Jl   goes  on  in  vs  26  &  S?  (READ  THIS) 
We  also  read  in  Daniel  7:13  &14t 


If  look  what  Js  said,  then  look  recent  happens,    J/" 

see  startling  parallels 
1st  Js  say,  "The  sun  will  be  darkened  &  the  moon  will 
not  ^ive  its  light." 

h.  n  flood  taking  place,  no  see  moon  or  sun  right? 

Was  cloudy  for  several  weeks,  was  it  not? 

The?  Ts  say,  "And  then  they  will  see  the  Son  of  man 
coming  in  clouds  with  great  power  and  glory." 

If  look  at  pics,  we  see  definite  form  him  in  clouds. 
To  me  saying  propheejes  coming  true. 

Tou  may  choose  think  hoax,  trick  photo,  or  something 

else 
But  he  well  assured  that  if  we  choose  neglect  signs 
as  gimmicks  or  tricks, 

&  laugh  off  as  one  big  Joke,  we  may  laugh  selves  out 
of  eternity. 

Jerus  may  be  long  way  off  &  we  can  say,  "Well,  that 
was  sign  for  those  people." 

Ala  is  also  long  way  off  &  we  can  say,  "Well,  this 
a  message  for  those  bigotted  peop." 

But  when  same  thing  in  back  yard,  cannot  say  applies 
to  others  &  not  us. 

Js  was  telling  followers, 

"lltok  fellows,  you  know  I  have  been  telling  you 
what  is  going  to  happen  in  the  near  future,   ^ut 
what  1  want  to  share  with  you  now,  is  what  is  going  t 
to  happen  in  the  far  distant  future. 

"Watch  therefore  —  for  you  laraw  do  not  know  when 
the  master  of  the  house  will  come,  in  the  evening, 
or    midnight,  or  at  cockcrow,  or  in  the  morning  - 
—  lest  he_  come  -uddenly  and  find  you  asleep, 
■^-nd  what   say  to  you  1  say  to  all:  Watch!" 
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"His  Courage!" 

T=Trt:  Psalm  27:1, 

le  Lord  is  ay  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall 
I  fea~?  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life;  of 
w'f-ra  snail  1  be  afraid?" 

.Ipeak  qualities  Js ,  come  know  he  possess  far  more 
could  cover. 

Have  been  dealing  more  prominent  ones,  look  tonite 

His  Courage. 

More  I  read  about  Js  in  Gos,  mor  -L  convinced  he 
avid  student  bible. 

That  is  bible  that  day,  Torah-law  -  books  Moses, 

Psalms ,  few  others 

Doing  research  this  SBrm,  backtracked  cross  -efs 
scripture. 

1ref erred  me  back  Ps  118:22, 
"The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  become  th 
the  head  of  the  corner." 

'i'his  vs  is  '"•-.  was  statent  Js  about  self, 
found  Mt  21:1-2,  Mk  12:10,  Lk  20:17 

If  Js  knew  scrips  so  well,  4  was  fulfillment  of  it, 
then  it  stands  reason  we  read  into  much  scrip, 
Js  either  spoken  of,  or  He  could  do  speaking  of 
that  certain  portion  of  it. 

Case  in  point  scrip  for  tonite 
I  visualize  Js  speaking  this  Ps 
Good  example  His  Courage. 

L   us  look  closely; 

vs  1,  Lord  sufficient  all  needs.   He  inspiration 
all  thots,  ideas  that  come  me.   He  redeem 
at  end  of  life.   He  will  save  me. 

xxx£?  Ho  need  faar  anyone,  God  with  me.   Father 
watching.   God  strength  of  all  life.   In 
everything  he  there.   What  person  indiv  must 
I  fear?  God  always  there  with  me. 

vsjsf  2,  when  those  who  would  destroy  me,  came  up 

against  me  God  worked  things  out.   (Jesus) 
in  synagogue)  They  could  not  touch  him. 
They  ones  defeated. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
.     «esoav   Evening   Lenten  Service  March  27,    1 971* 

Rev.   Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 

RlCKY  VlPJROE,  PATTY  BaEEHORE  -  ACOLYTES 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude:       "Evening  P^eluoc"  Clarke 

S] lent  Meditation 
"Processional  Hvmn'No.  W?  "I  love  to  tell  the  story" 
"Invocstion  -  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesson:    Psalm  27 
"Gloria  Patri 

"Evening  Prayers  and  Choral  Response 
Offer i ns 

"Prayer"  Hopkins 

"Day  js  dying  in  the  west" 
"HIS  COURAGE" 


Offertory 
Hymn  No.  ^B I 
Sermon: 
Sermon  Prayer 
•Hymn  No,  kj2 
Benediction 
Postluoe 


"What  a  friend  <"E  have  in  Jesus" 

Scott 


"Recess i onal" 

—  "Congregation  Standing  -----  - 

Mr.  Paul  Riemeh  went  into  North  Hills  Passavant 

Hospital  Sunday  afternoon.     Room  &2S      ~*//c  /fjt 
!        IL  3   -    TEACHERS    TRAINING    COURSE  -   from    I    TO    3 
o'clock.      This    is  the  only  time   it  could  be  set  up.  ~9t*p 

ScTT*     7FC-     /T*l,    r^TTF*.     /f/u/i--^"'' 

ft-  Wu,  /"X     - 


''-  '     ft  T    : 


thing  did,  being  watched  reported.  3/| 

Knew  would  probably  be  exec  at  feast 
How  else  borne  torment  if  not  rooted,  grounded 
God? 

'i'his  courage  u  &  I  should  emulate  if  Xpian 

''en  tack  name  Xpian  after  name,  leave  open  on- 
..  .aughts  world. 
Takes  courage  endure  tauntes,  smears  world  has 
offer  those  stand  against  crowd. 

Confirm  class  hoy  say,  more  courage  »ay  no  etc 

Takes  courage  remain  Xpian  when  those  not  flourish 
do  well,  business  private  lives. 
sometimes  wonder  as  JoS  if  worth  it. 

(Illustration  13  yr  girl) 

stay  1st  nite  alone  grandma  hospital, 
Said,  "I  screamed,  1  hollered,  I  cried.   But  here 
I  am,  I  made  it  thru  1st  nite,  now  able  make  it 
till  come  home, 2 

This  kind  courage  all  need, 
be  able  scream,  holler,  cry  if  necessary  withstand 
wiles  devil,  evils  world 

Were  we  adopt  words  Psalmist, 

"The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall 

I  fear? 
The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life ;  of  whom  shall 
I  be  afraid?" 

perhaps  would  all  come  conclusion  God  with  us  all 

lugs , 
u.  with  this  assurance  of  presence  God  in  lives, 

we  each  have  courage  live  life  fullest,  &  to 

enjoy  life,  seirure  in  the  Lord. 


vs  J,  When  came  as  mob,  I  able  overcome  thru     2, 
Gpd.  iven   onslaughts  enemies  may  seem  like 
war,  God  still  with  :ne 

4,  Sought  pattern  life  proper  way.  Life  lived 
mid  glories,  beauty,  Fathers  house.  Always 
sought  Bchool  self  in  His  word. 

vs  5,  Whenever  trouble  arise,  God  will  shelter  wit! 
wings.  4e  keep  from  my  enemies.  Shall  pro- 
vide wall  oiff  stone,  as  it  were  to  shield  on- 
slaughts 

vs  6,  .Vhen  take  out  execute,  will  be  lifte  up  over 
them,  (  hint  way  he  die?)   Even  this  can 
sing  mercy  of  God.   Will  lift  up  voice  even  s 
at  hour  of  suffer,  give  thanks, (ex,  sing  hjrmr 
last  sup) 

vs  7,  When  I  suffer,  please  God  hear  me,  answer  me 
in  my  hour  need,  have  mercy  pon  me 

vs  8,  Have  sot  u  all  of  life.   Have  looked  for 

countenance  in  all  of  life,  every  circumstanc 

vs  9,  Don't  turn  away  from  me  God.  Face  me  even 
at  my  most  crucial  hour.  Let  me  know  you 
still  looking  after  me.   Forsake  me  not  even 
darkest  hour.   (Js  quote  Ps  22,  My  God,  My 
God  etc) 

vs  10,  Even  when  nearest  deaBfcst  desert,  u  still 
there  0  God.  (Ex,  mother,  bros,  sis  think 
mad,  come  take  away) 

vs  11,  Show  me  what  do,  surrounded  enemies,  they 
,      out  get  me.   Show  me  where  walk,  what  do 

vs  12,  Do  not  turn  me  over  barbarians,  they  tell 
lies,  they  sadistic,  cruel  in  way  put  per- 
son death.   Js  ask  remove  cup. 

vs  13,  Could  not  borne  strain,  had  not  seen  your 
hand  my  ministry 

vs  14,  Be  patient  trust  God  even  as  I.  Keep  strong 
be  courageous  in  all  do.  rfo  strengthen  life 
give  what  need.  Be  patient  let  God  work  out 
purpose  your  life. 

In  all  this  see  Js  courage,  faces  momentous  task 

.=  et  before  hia 

s  must  always  be  eaiamp  for  our  lives 
think  amt  courage  muster  to  live  last  week  life 
knew  full  well  each  action,  each  word,  each 


"His  Courage!" 
Text:  Psalm  27:1, 

'"  he  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall  I  fear?   The  Lord  is 
we  strength  of  my  life;  of  whom  shall  1  be  afraid." 


When  we  speak  of  the  qualities  of  Jesus,  we  come  to  know  that  he  possess- 
ed far  more  qualities  than  we  could  ever  cover.   We  have  been  dealing  with 
the  more  prominent  ones,  and  the  quality  we  shall  look  at  tonight  is  the 
quality  of  courage.   "His  Courage!" 

The  more  -1  read  about  Jesus  in  the  Gospels,  the  more  x   am  convinced 
that  he  was  an  avid  student  of  the  Bible.   By  the  Bible  "*"  mean,  the 
Scripture  that  was  available  at  that  time.   The  Torah,  orvthe  law  of  Moses, 
the  Psalms,  and  several  others. 

My  reason  for  stating  this  is  that  in  doing  some  research  for  this 
message,  I  backtracked  to  some  cross  references  of  Scripture.   One  of  these 
referred  me  to  the  118  Psalm,  and  in  particular  the  22nd  verse. 
— is  verse  reads : 
"The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  become  the  head  of  the  corner," 

Now  in  case  you  do  not  recognize  this  verse  it  is  and  was  a  statement 
that  Jesus  made  about  himself  in  Matthew  21:42,  Mark  12:10,  &   Luke  20:17. 
If  Jesus  then  knew  scripture  so  well,  and  was  indeed  the  fulfillment  of 
a  very  large  portion  of  it,  then  it  stands  to  reason  that  we  read  into 
much  of  scrippure,  that  Jesus  is  either  being  spoken  of,  or  He  could  do 
the  speaking  of  that  certain  portion. 

A  good  case  in  point  is  our  scripture  for  tonight.   I  can  visualize 
Jesus  uttering  this  Psalm  and  also  use  it  as  a  good  example  of  His  Courage. 
Let  us  look  at  it  rather  closely.   The  2?t&  Psalm. 

The  Psalm  begins1  by  stating,  (Read  Psalm  verse  by  verse,  sentence  by 
sentence,  and  explain.) 

vs.  1,  Lord  is  sufficient  for  all  needs,  Be  is  the  inspiration  the  thoughts 

J 
antC  the  ideas  that  come  to  me.   He  will  reddem  me  at  the  end  of  life,  He 

will  save  me. 
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vs.  1  cont., 

I  do  not  need  to  fear  anyone  because  God  is  with  me,  Iijly  Bather  is  watching. 

what  person  or 
:>d  is  my  strength  in  all  of  ray  life.   In  everything  He  is  there.   tfkHxisx 
-what  individual  must  I  fear? 
I  need  to  fear?      God  is  always  there  with  me. 

vs.  2, 

when  those  who  would  have  destroyed  me  came  up  against  me,  My  Father  worked 

things  out.   Jesus  in  the  Synagogue.   They  could  not  touch  me.   They  were 

the  ones  who  were  defeated. 

vs.  $B%   3, 

Even  when  they  come  at  me  as  a  mob,  I  will  be  able  to  overcome  them  through 

God.   Even  when  the  onslaughts  of  my  enemies  seem  like  a  war  is  raging 

against  me,  even  in  this  God  is  with  me. 

vs.  4, 

I  have  sought  to  patternn  my  life  in  the  proper"way.   My  life  has  been  lived 

amid  the  glories  and  the  beauty  of  the  Father's  House.   I  have  always  sought 

to  school  myself  in  His  word. 

vs. 5, 

Whenever  trouble  arises  God  will  shelter  me  with  his  wings,  He  shall  keep 

me  from  my  enemies.   He  shall  provide  a  wall,  a  wall  ax  of  stone  as  it  were 

to  shield  me  from  their  onslaughts. 

vs.  6 , 

When  they  take  me  out  to  execute  me,  I  shall  be  lifted  up  over  them,  but 

even  in  this  can  x   xaxa:  sing  of  the  mercy  of  God.   I  will  lift  up  me  voice 

in  thanks  even  at  the  hour  of  ray  suffering. 

vs.  7» 

When  -L   suflfer  God,  please  hear  me,  answer  me  in  my  hour  of  need,  have  mercy 

upon  me. 

vs.  8, 

have  sought  to  find  you  in  all  of  life.   I  have  looked  for  your  countenance 
in  every  circumstance  of  life 
vs.  9, 
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vs.  9, 

Don't  turn  away  from  me  God.   Face  me  even  at  my  most  crucial  moments. 

";  me  know  that  you  still  are  looking  after  me. 
Forsake  me  not,  even  in  my  darkest  hours.   Jesus  quoted  from  Psalm  22, 
when  on  cross  he  said,  "My  God,  My  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 
vs.  10, 

Even  when  my  closest  and  nearest  and  deareet  desert  me,  you  will  still  be 
there  0  God.   An  example  is  when  mother,  "brothers,  sisters  came  to  take  him 
away,  because  they  thought  he  was  crazy, 
vs.  11, 

Show  me  what  to  do  because  I  am  surrounded  by  my  enemies,  and  they  are  out 
to  get  me.   So  show  me  wherecto  yalk  and  what  to  do, 
vs.  12, 

Do  not  turn  me  over  to  these  barbarians,  because  they  are  telling  lies  about 
me  and  they  are  sadistic  and  cruel  in  the  way  they  put  a  person  to  death. 
7     this  Jesus  would  be  asking  if  God  would  remove  this  cup  from  Him. 
vs.  13, 

I  could  not  have  borne  up  under  all  of  the  strain  of  doing  your  will,  if  I 
had  not  seen  the  evidence  of  your  Hand  in  my  ministry, 
vs.  14, 

Be  patient  and "trust  in  God  even  as  I  have  done.   Keep  strong  and  be  courageous 
in  all  you  do.   He  will  strengthen  your  life,  and  give  you  what  you  need. 
Be  patient  and  give  God  time  to  work  out  His  purpose  in  your  life. 

Wow  in  all  of  this  we  can  see  the  courage  of  Jesus  as  He  faces  up  to 
the  momentous  task  that  is  set  before  him.   Jesus  Christ  must  always  be  our 
example  in  all  of  life.   Think  of  the  amount  of  courage  he  had  to  muster  in 
his  life  to  live  through  that  last  week  of  his  life,  knowing  full  well  that 
each  action  of  his,  each  word  that  he  spoke,  each  thing  he  did  was  being 

'tched  and  reported,  so  that  he  would  be  executed  at  the  Feast  of  the  Pass- 
over.  How  else  could  he  have  borne  this  torment  if  his  life  was  not  rooted 
and  grounded  in  His  Father? 
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This  is  the  courage  that  you  and  i  sfeaii  shall  try  to  emulate  if  we  a 
are  truly  Christian.   When  we  tack  that  name  Christian  after  our  names, 
v   leave  ourselves  open  to  the  onslaughts  of  the  world.   It  takes  courage 
to  endure  the  taunts  and  the  smears  that  the  world  has  to  offer  to  those  who 
dare  toe  stand  against  the  crowd. 

It  takes  courage  to  remain  a  Christian  when  we  see  those  who  are  not 
flourishing  and  doing  well  in  business  and  in  their  private  lives.   Sometimes 
we  are  forced  to  wonder  as  Job  did,  if  it  is  worth  it. 

(Illustration  of  girl  living  with  grandmother  in  10  room  house  all  by  herself, 
while  grandma  is  in  the  hospital). 

She  said,  "I  screamed,  I  hollered,  1  cried.   But  here  I  am,  I  made  it  through 
that  1st  night  and  now  I  know  I'll  be  able  to  do  it  until  you  get  home." 

This  is  the  kind  of  courage  we  all  need.   To  be  able  to  scream  and  holler 
and  cry  if  necessary  in  order  to  withstand  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  and  the 
evils  of  this  world. 

But  were  we  to  adopt  into  each  of  our  lives,  the  words  of  the  Psalmist, 

"The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall  I  fear?  The  Lord  is 
the  strength  of  my  life;  of  whom  shall  1  be  afraid?",  perhaps  we  would  each 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  God  is  with  us  in  all  things,  and  with  this 
assurance  of  the  presence  of  God  in  our  lives,  we  will  each  have  the 
courage  to  live  life  to  its  fullest,  and  to  enjoy  this  life,  secure  in  the 
Lord. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 

FoUHTH  SUNDAY  IN  LeNT  MarCH  2k,      1 97^ 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs,   Velma  Collins,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph   Cooper,    Choi"  Director 

RlCKV  VlNROE,  PATTV  BaSEHOHE  -  ACOLYTES 

ORDER  OF  ''ORSHIP   I  1:00  A.M. 
Preluoe  Music:  "The  Holy  City"  Adams 

"In  Hobeph's  Garden"  Rably 

Silent  Prayer 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    (SM-     "All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'   name" 

Ascription     -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

'Confession   (In  Unison)    "Have  mercy  upon  us,   0  Goo,    accord- 
ing to   thy   loving-kindness;   according  to  the  multitude 
or  thy  tender  mercies   blot   out  our  transgressions.     Wash 
US    THOROUGHLY    from   our    iniquities,    and    cleanse   US    FROM 
OUR  SIN6.      For  we  acknowledge   our  transgress  ions,    and 
our  sin   is   ever  before  us.      Purge  us   and  we  shall  be 
clean;   wash   us   and  we  shall  be  whiter  than  snow.      Create 
in   us   clean  hfartb,    0  goo,    and    renew   a   right   spirit  within 
us.     Cast  us  not   awav   from  thy   presence,    and   take  not  thy 
Holy  Spirit  from  us.      Amen." 

•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•PrAIBE 

•Pastor:      "0   lord  open  our   lips. 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall  show   forth  thy  praise, 
•Qqxqlogy         No.    55' 
Scripture   Lesson:  Luke  22:      7-30 

Hymn  No.   239     "*S1<  v^  what  great  thing    I    know" 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles'   Creed) 
•Glob i a  Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
•Ppaver  and   Prayer  Response 
Offering 


Offertory  "Pan is  Angel i cub"  Franck 

Anthem:      "Not  A  Word"     Robemary  Hadler  -  Jr.   Choir 

Sermon:  "DINING  OUT" 

Prayer   ano   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No.   2S7   "God  of  grace  and  God 

of  Glory" 
•Benediction   and   Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:  "Sarabanoe11  Bach 

--------  •Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar   have  seen  placed  by 

Donn   E.   Miller    :n  memory   of  his   "Mother"      Dorothy  K. 

Miller's   Birthday. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today   are:      *Raymond  Covert,   Robbie 

Vinroe,   Robert   Dellen,   Brian  Pfabe,   Steve  Smith. 
Elder   and  Mrs.   Roland   Thompson  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
Nursery   is  provided  today   by  Mrs.    Linda  McMillin, 

Mrs.   Jane  Armstrong   and   Elizabeth  Akmstrono. 
Hospitalized:     Mrs.   Betty   Filbon,   Mrs.   Mae   Dutteh, 

~>  tuesday  -  6:30  -  a  work  night   is  planned  for  the 

SECOND     FLOOR     APARTMENT     AT      I  I  0    "JaLKER    Ave.        MeN     aNO 
WOMEN     APE     NEEDED    TO     HELP     RE-DO     THE    APARTMENT, 

">  WEDNESDAY  -  7:30  -  LENTEN  SERVICE  -   "His   Courage" 
">"  GOOD  FRIDAY   BREAKFAST   FOR  W0"EN  -  YWCA  -  Apr.    12  at 
7:30  A.M.   -  Tickets   are  $2.00  -  Reservations  may  be 

MADE    BY    CALLING    THE    Y'.YCA    ANYTIME,     OUT     TICKETS     HAVE 
TO    BE    PlttKED     UP     ANO     Pa  I D     FOR    BY     APRIL     1 0. 

;>  GOOD  FRIDAY  BREAKFAST  FOR  MEN  -  6:00  A.M.  -  YMCA  - 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  J.  W.  Harmon  oh  K.-nneth 

Weitzel, 

Easter  Lilies   can  still   be  ordered  -  Call  Be»   TAIT. 
TUESDAY   -    10:00   A.M.    -    BOARD  MEETING  OF   THE    '.'.WEN'S 

FELLOWSHIP   in  the  Undercroft. 
The  Women's   Fellowship   are   in  need  of    I    lb.    coffee 

cans  —  vou  may   leave  them   in  the  kitchen. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  was  2^3, 
Mrs.   Marilyn   Stephenson  will   be  playing  the    Piano 

along  with  the  organ  today, 

GOD   GRANT  ME   THE   VRENITY    TO    ACCEPT   THE   THINGS    I 
CANNOT  CHANGE,    COURAGE   TO    CHANGE   THE   THINGS    I    CAN, 
ANO  WISDOM   TO  KN0>'<   THE   DIFFERENCE, 


continued  my  trials;  as  Father  appointed 
r  me,  so  do  1  appoint  for  you  that  u  may 


Js  asks  them,  "For  which  is^greater,  one  who  sits3/ 
at  table  or  one  who  serves?   Is  it  not  the  one  who 
sits  at  table?" 

0  er  words  one  sits  table  considered  greatest, 
\ause  others  minister  to  him,  &  serve  meal. 
Bii*-  Js.  say,  "I  am  among  you  „s  one  who  s?rves." 
I     saying,  "Here  I  at  head  table,  yet  not^neath  my 
dig  to  serve  u,  or  wait  upon  your  tables. 

"You  those 

kingdom  for  ■» 

eat  and  drink  at  my  table  in  my  kingdom 

Telling  since  had  «ni±JswsKiitx  served  on  earth,  so 
will  have  fellowship  with  £im  in  kingdom. 

When  look  at  passage  teaching  lesson,  not  merely 
story,  we  see  much  can  learn 

1st  learn  we  to  be  servants  stead  those  waited  on 
But  isn't  contrary  rules  society  today/ 
Isn't  part  code,  move  up  ladder  lowest  rung,  then 

Supposed0 s?art  as  office  boy,  end  up  pres  of  eorp. 
What  happen  ifvexpect  pres  stamp  mail, lick  envel? 
Goes  against  all  standards  &  rules  does  it  not. 

Blookha?  churcfsfandpoint,  fellow  start  ordinary 
preacher,  move  up  pres,  Assoc,  Conf  pres,  pres  chur 
Or  fellow  start  SS  teach,  then  deac,  then  eld, 
then  ruling  eld  &  hold  most  revered  respected 
person  cong,  looked  up  to  sought  out  advice 
By  too  often,  that  pres,  church,  ruling  ?ld|r, 
tL-  preach,  can  lose  site  fact  to  serve  is  to  do  so 
even  in  capacity  of  pushing  broom. 

Js  not  say  once  gain  status,  prestige,  age,  whatever! 
have  it  made,  everyone  else  works. 
Wasn't  saying  once  served  certain  lensfth  time  m 
Kingdom  sit  back  let  George  do  it. 
He  say,  once  servant  always  servant. 
He  say,  no  job  church  should  be  considered  neath 
dignity 
He  say,  "Look,  1  show  you  by  my  life,  my  example. 
If  you  seek  serve  me,  means  whole  commitment  of  your 
life.   It  means  commitment  of  all  u  have.   It  means 
commitment  to  do  the  necessay  t  ing  whether  it  be 
sweeping  floors,  teaching  =lassSuf  ^fousht^rter 
because  you  have  some  wisaom. 


When  all  arrange  taken  place ,  Js  arrive  scene   2/ 
room  met  in  commonly  room  bilt  top  house 
private  stair./ay, 
room  often  used  Rabbi,  students,  or  intimate 
followers 
Js  merely  follow  custom  tiabbi, 
householder  merely  loan  room  another  teacher. 

we  _ead,  "Ami  they  prepared  the  lassover." 
This  prep  consist  not  only  sac  lamb,  getting  killec 
temp,  roasting  over  pomegranate  fire  on  spit, 
but  also  other  ingred. 

Unleaveneds  bread-  remind  them  bred  eaten  haste 

when  escape  Egypt 
Bowl  salt  water  -  remind  tears  had  shed  Kgypt, 

also  water  Red  Sea.   passed  thru 
Bitter  herbs-  horse  radish,  chicory,  endioe,  lettuce 

horehound  -  remind  bitterness  slavery  Jigypt 
Paste  called  GHAROSHiiTH  -  mixture  apples,  dates, 
pomegranates,  nuts  -  remind  clay  made  bricks, 
thru  it  sticks  cinaamon  remind  of  straw  bricks  mac 
t-   cups  wine  during  meal  -  remind  f-  promise  £x  6:6-7 
I  will  bring  you  out  from  the  burdens  of  the  EGyt 
I  will  rid  you  of  their  bondage 
I  will  redeem  you  with  an  outstretched  arm. 
I  will  take  you  for  a  people  and  J-  will  be  your  C 

Thus  all  preps  made  Js  now  dine  out  with  his  men 
Much  said,  written  bout  meal,  little  of  fellowship 
All  familiar  paint  Last  Sup  Leonardo  De  Binci 
shows  12  gathered  round  table  Js 

Altho  pain  beautiful,  prob  misleading 
'^   think  all  meals  as  we  eat, 
'  .a  use  table  chairs 

days  Js  lounged  cushions  placed  floor,  round 
low  table  which  food  placed. 

Perhpas  seen  movies  showing  Romans  eating  thus, 
this  true  pic 

10th  chap  Mark  read  James  Hohn  come  Js  ask  permit 
sit  on  rt  ?•  left  Ja  in  kingdom. 
Real  signif  peop  seated  meal  cording  rank 
Most  import  in  center 
next  import  his  rt 

next  import  left,  next  import  rt  again  etc 
Rt  signif  since  ate  rt,  talked  mostly  to  rt 
Also  read  in  Lk  dispute  who  greatest  at  Last  Sup 

I   wise  counsel  as  always,  informed  they  not  look 
greatest,  but  realize  they  all  servants 
&  greatest  is  actually  he  who  serves. 


me,  &  forgetting  all  of  the  personal  things  that  4/ 
motivate  you  to  seek  your  own  stature  v  your  own 
power  &  glory." 

Bf   Js  also  promised  reward. 

ealiae  r  ceive  pay  for  work, 
™"  compensated  for  what  we  do 
I  ,-re  payment  for  beinf*  servant, 
"If  you  do  this  for  me,  then  you  may  eat  and  drin 
at  my  table  in  my  kingdom." 

It  is  the  privilege  to  share  fellowship  with  Js  in 
His  kingdom. 
As  always,  a  payment  that  is  deserved. 

Js  said,  sow  sparingly,  reap  sparingly, 
■Jerve  sparingly  jnu  goinf  eat  drink  sparingly  my  K 

Upper  Hoom  served  as  place  eat  Pass, 
Aa  locale  foe  institution  last  sup 
Also  as  another  classroom  for  instruct,  faithful 

Js  taught  "by  word  here,  but  also  by  example 

Next  day  he  showed  by  giving  life  as  servant  of  man 
kind . 

Old  hymn  tells  us,  "I  will  cling  to  the  old  rugged 
cross  and  exchange  it  someday  for  a  crown." 

The  life  of  service  always  means  a  cross. 
It  means  the  giving  up  of  self. 
It  means  losing  our  identity  in  Christ  in  order 
partake  his  kingdom. 

Di.  .ng  out  with  our  Lord,  means  not  only  sitting  at 
table,  but  serving  table  as  well. 

Those  who  have  served  him,  will  reign  with  him. 
Those  who  have  shared  in  the  bearing  of  Christ's 
cross,  will  someday  share  in  the  wearing  of  Hie 
Crown. 
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ib    ahmdt±X±[EXfc:" 

being  bene  .  ,  , 

,   whether  i 
t  lass ,    or 

job. 
- 

is  »  you 
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i ,  on 

the  cross.     Eke  eld 

. 

.11 


Gome  "bless  the  Lord,  a  1  you  servants  of  the  Lord! 

to  the  hoy  place t  and  bless  the 
;.or,i"i  !   '  a   the  orO    bless  you  fro  Zion,  he  w  o 
ilea  veri  and  earth. 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 

Fl fth  Sunday    in   Lent  March   3'«     '97^ 

Rev.    Ralph   C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr,    Ralph   Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Ricky  Vinroe,    Patty  Babehohe   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP      I  E:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Musrc:  ''In  Spring"  Demorest 

"Christ  Weeps  Over  -Jerusalem"   Sergisson 
Si  lent   Player 
•Processional  Hymn  Mo,    f2      ,fWow  thank  we   all  our  God" 
•Ascription   -  Choral   Amen 
•Exhdrtat i on 
•Confession   On   Unison)    "Most  Holy   and  Most   Gwacioub  Goo, 

WHO     TURMEST     THE     SHADOW    QE     NIGHT     3  Nto    WORfNG,      SATISFY    UB 

early  with  thy  mercy,  that  we  may  rejoice  and  p-e  glad  all 
the  hay.  llft  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  ub ;  c*lm 
every  trqusled  thought!  and  sulde  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace*  Perfect  thy  strength  jn  our  weakness,  and  help  us 

TO    WORSHIP     THEEj     THROUGH     JeBUS    ChrIST     OUR     LORD.        AmeN*11 

•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor**   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People;    And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise* 

*Do*OLOGY      No.   55' 

Scripture  Lesson:  Mark    Ihi   26-42 

Hymn   No,       lU-k        "Go    to   dark  Gethsemane* 
*Affi rmati on  of  our   FaIth        (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria   Patri 
•Call   to   PrAYER 

•Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with   you. 
*People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
*Pa6Tor:      Let  us  Pray. 
*Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer ( ng 

Offertory  "The   Easter  Promise"  Wallace 

Anthemi    "There    !S  a  Green  Hill   Fah  Away"   B¥  Gounod 

Chancel  Choir  -  Solo  -   Cyndie   Sydeht 


I 


Sermon!  "Tragedy  To   Triumph]" 

Prayer   and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    \h$        "'Trs  midnight" 
•Benediction  ano   Three   Fold   Amen 

Organ  Pqstlude  :  "Allegro"  Heyser 

-  —  —  —  —  -  -  •Congregation  Standing  -  ■ — 

The  Lovelv   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen   placed   sy 

Elaine  Skinner   in  memory   or  her   "Husoawd". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:      *Alvin  Tait*   James 

McClvmqndst   Mike  Najacuk,    Allen   Botacchi. 
Deacon  Allen  Botacchi    will   represent  Council   at  the 

door  today. 
Mrs-    Vickie  Hqlt  anp   Lynne  Soskq  will  be    in  charge  of 

the  Nursery   today.  j^     /Ai-jtf    j1 

■  Hospjtalizeo:     Mrs.    Betty   Filson*   Mrs.   Mae  Gutter. 
-  TONIGHT  -  6:30  -   VOUTH   CHOIR. 
TONIGHT  -  7:30  -  YOUTH  MEETING.       S  r      •      "  -  ~>:^ 

MONDAY   -   7:30  -   WOMEN'S  MARY   PRUGH  CIRCLE  VEETlNG. 
.  WEDNESDAY  -  7:00  -  LENTEN  SERVICE  -  Remember   this  will 

RE  ONE  HALF  HOUR  EARLY  SO  THAT  COUNCIL  CAN  MEET. 

'  WEDNESDAY  -  g:OD  -  COUNCIL  MEETING* 
THURSDAY  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

have  all  material  in  sy  wednesday. 
,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  are  work  night  in  the  apartment 

at  MO  Walker  Ave,   There  ts  a  lot  of  painting  to 

do  -  anyone  that  can  help  men  or  ivomen  -  we  need  you. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Granville  Cooper  will  celebrate  their 

56th  Wedding  Ann.  on  Wednesday  -  April  3*  Drop  them 

a  card  they  would  appreciate  it, 
THE  YOUTH  WILL  SPONSOR  A  BAKE  SALE  at  the  Butler  Mall 

on  422  W,  next  Saturday  April  6,   They  will  be 

COMPETING  WITH  OTHER  GROUPS  AT  THE  SAME  TIME*    THEY 

would  like  to  have  your  support.  You  may  either  bring 

YOUR  BAKED  GOODS  TO  THE  CHURCH  FRIDAY  EVENING  OR 
BRING  THEM  TO  THE  MaLL  SATURDAY  MORNING  AT  ^tJfQ, 

•Wednesday  -  April  3  -  from  1-3  TEACHERS  TRAINING 
COURSE  will  0E  offered  in  the  Undercroft. 
The  Good  Friday  Prayer  Vigil  will  be  passed  this 
morning.   The  Church  will  be  open  from  7:°0-9:OQ 

FOR  VOUR  CONVENIENCE* 

Good  Friday  Breakfast  for  Women-YWCA  7:30  -  call  YWCA 
Same   for  Men  -   VMCA  -  6:00  -  J.W.Harmqn,    Ken   WeItzel. 


) 


fagCC****    l//l/T9"J 


TRETITY  CHARGE— THE  UNITED  OHDHOH  OF  CHRIST 

Ralph  C.  Link,  Poet  >r 
Christ  Church,  Duncamun  9:00  A.M. 

Trinity  Church,  Hew  BlooiJield    10:  JO  A.M. 


THE  ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 


April  8,   1973 


The   Or  "an  Prelude 

•Tlie  Hynn  of  Praise  475 

*Tke   Call    to  Wjrcliip 

"The  Prayer  of  Confession  (Unison) 

..li-i  %ty  and  everlasting  God,  who  hatest 

nothing  that  thou  hast  rude,  and  dost  for- 
-ive  the  sins  of  all  those  who  are  penitent; 

create  and  make  in  us  new  and  contrite 

hearts,  that  we,  worthily  lanenting  our  sins 

and  acknowledging  our  wretchedness,  nay 

obtain  of  thee,  the  God  of  all  aerey,  per- 
fect renission  and  forgiveness;  through 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   AQen. 

"The  Eyrie 

*Tl"ie  Assurance  of  Pardon 

The  Scripture  Hark  14:26-42 

•The  Gloria  Patri 

The  Antheu  (Trinity) 

The  Pastoral  Prayer 

The  Choral  Response  (Trinity) 

The  Annoimcenents 

The  Receiving  oil  Tithes  and  Offerings 

•The  Doxology 
<jjLThe  Offering  Prayer  and  lord's  Prayer 
AJ  JWThe  Hymn  of  Meditation  144 

The  Gernon  "Tragedy  To  Triumph ! " 

1  Nx  Act  V  -  Getheenane 

The  Seruon  Prayer 

*Th.e  Hymn  of  Response  145 

•The  Benediction 

•The  Threefold  Amen 

•The  Postlude 


*Congregation  Stands 


I 


■ 


GENERAL  AlWOURCEHEtlTS 
The  Morcersburg  Association  Meeting  will  be 
held  on  Sunday  April  23®   in  Chanbersburg  from 
2:  JO  PM  to  8:00  PI*I.   The  cost  for  this  is 
33.00,  this  includes  the  evening  meal. 
Reservations  must  be  turned  in  by  next 
Sunday.   See  the  Pastor  about  this. 

We  will  observe  the  fiite  of  Confirmation 
next  Sunday  in  both  churches. 

Bible  Study  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  April 
llll  at  7:30  PM  at  the  Church  of  God.   Rev. 
Harsolf  will  be  the  leader. 


CHRIST  CHURCH  ANilOUNCKHSNTS 
We  welcome  as  new  meubers  today,  Mr. 
Stuart  Anderson. 


&  Mrs. 


Anyone  desiring  to  buy  any  of  the  wooden 
chairs,  contact  Paul  Hepfer  or  Russell  Raub. 
The  price  is  34. CO  per  chair. 

The  aaount  owed  on  the  organ  has  been  re- 
duced to  8436.00. 

Thus  far  this  5'ear  there  has  been  S579.00 
collected  for  OCWH  on  our  pledge  of  '52,000.00. 

The  Heidelberg  Men's  Class  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  April  10»  at  7: JO  PM. 

The  Women's  Guild  will  meet  Friday  April  13* 
at  7=30  PM  in  the  home  of  Pearl  Lepperd. 

There  will  be  a  special  Tenebrae  Service 
held  on  Maundy  Thursday  April  19"  at  7:30 
PM. 

TRINITY  CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The  Mid-Woek  Lenten  Service  will  be  held  at 
Trinity  Mtthodist  Church.   Your  Pastor  will 
be  the  speaker. 


1  thing  did  for  him,  never  realized  until  dead,    2/X 
They  left  him  alone 
They  permitted  Js  suffer  pangs  complete  isolation 
&   despair  of  facing  it  all  alone. 

We  jld  worst  thins  anyone  endure  is  lonlieness. 
Map-"  aged  do  this  in  institutions 
ct.   off  friends,  family,  relatives,  no  one  care. 
Viet  Nam  prisoners  stated,  "Hardest  thing  endure." 

This  what  Js  endure  in  "A  Garden",  Gethsemane. 
SZannot  minimize  saying  among  friends, 
because  He  wasn't, 
He  among  indifferent,  unfeeling,  perhaps  uncaring 
men, 
Hen  for  whom  he  done  much, 
Men  who  should  cared  for  him,  as  he  cared  them 

But  even  desertion  disciples,  even  dread  unknown, 
came  God  for  help. 

Did  he  find?   '.Vas  prayer  answered? 
According  Hebrews  5:7,  it  was,  we  read, 

"In  the  days  of  his  flesh,  Jesus  offered  up  prayers 
and  supplications,  with  loud  cries  and  tears,  to  him  < 
who  was  able  to  save  him  from  death,  and  he  was  heard 
fior  his  Godly  fear," 

Prayer  strange  indefinable  something,  lacks  discripti 
We  can  talk,  try  explain, 

but  unless  person  expereinced  itsxK  power  in  life, 

it  still  mystery. 

In  book,  "Way  Of  A  Pilgrim,"  by  unknown  author,  is 
good  illustration  prayer. 
Th-i  s  book  supposedly  true  acct  man's  life  &   lifelong 
s   ."Ch  answers  to  life. 
Takes  riace  Russia  arround  18S0's 
Pilgrim  in  book  never  identified,  writes  as  tho 
relating  story  to  friend. 

1st  chap,  goes  church  hears  priest  refer  Paul  state- 
ment I  Thessa  5:17,  tp  pray  without  ceasing. 
Sets  him  wondering  about,  begins  inquire  how  do  this 
He  unable  find  anyone  answer  question, 
begin  journey  other  towns  seek  answer. 
Mo  one  answer  until  little  rtown  told  monk 
monastery  nearby  knows 


He  goes  old  monk  asks,  monk  tells,  pray, 
have  mercy  on  me. 
Jr  •;  this,  no  more,  but  3000  times  day 
i^nds  place  stay,  begins  pray  prayer 


Lord  Js  Chri! 


'Tragedy  To  triumph!" 
Act  V.  A  Garden 

'  ct:  Mark  14-:  34-36 

\"nd  he  said  to  them,  'My  sou;l  is  very  sorrowful, 
i  .n  to  death;  remain  here  and  watch.'   And  going 
a  little  farther,  he  fell  on  the  ground  and  prayed, 
that  if  it  were  possible,  the  hour  might  pass  from 
him.   And  he  said,  'Abba  Father,  all  things  are 
possible  to  thee;  remove  this  cup  from  me;  yet   ot 
what  I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt.1" 

Act  5  Lenten  drama,  confronted  1st  time 
tenseness,  urgency,  not  present  Before 
reason:  moving  final  stages  drama 
Js  knows  facing  toughest  test 
Worst  ordeal  of  life 

Realiaes  actions  provoked  authorities 
knows,  they  not  stop  at  nothing  to  silence  him 

Luke's  account  Gethsemane  starts, 
"And  he  went  Bs  was  his  custom  to  Mt  of  Olives." 
Find  this  statement  evidence  support  claim  Js 
prayed  often,  sought  God's  help  in  life. 
Only  natural  Him  come  garden  pray,  this  greatest 
hour  of  trial . 
Luke  also  try  impress  reader,  real  urgency  Js 
praying,  by  stating  sweat  fell  like  lge  drops  bloi 
Indicates  great  anguish,  distress, 
both  mental,  physical  burden  upon  him. 

-ling  stand  out  clearly  in  narrative,  in  greatest 
hour  of  need,  favorite  companions  deserted  him 

Each  time  go  away  pray,  come  back  find  asleep 
Bach  time  expect  share  anxiety,  apprehension, 
Bach  time  disappioited  finds  sleeping 

Thus  see  humanity  these  men, 
they  not  face  ordeal,  problem  not  theirs,  so 
perhaps  attitude,  "Well,  let  him  look  out  self, 
just  like  we  must  do  when  have  problem." 

Perhaps  felt  he  resolve  problem  like  all  others 
Maybe  thot  back  calming  of  sea, 
Maybe  thot  miracles  could  whip  up  moments  notioe 
Thinking  may  do  again  if  need  arose 

..natever  thinking,  we  know  they  at  ease,  _  permitted 
Js  privacy  he  sought,  they  no  disturb  him. 


Cannot  expect  God  answer  if  we  do  not  pray. 

We  must  pray,  pray,  pray,  pray  

and  then  expect  answers, 

T  re  those  us  here  know  this  to  be  fact. 


V 


He"1 


iteiner  Rice,  "Prayers  Can't  Be  Answered 
Unless  They  Are  Prayed. " 


This  Js  did  when  he  came  to  A  Garden,  &   A  Garden 
was  where  he  determined  God's  will  to  die, 
YJe  each  have  our  own  garden  in  which  we  must 
determine  what  God  wants  from  us. 
Have  you  come  tocit  in  earnest  fervent  prayer? 


• 


At  1st,  difficult,  finally  able  do  it.  5/ 

Goes  back  monk  tells  him  he  did  it. 
Honk  tells,  go  back  &   pray  6000  times  day 
He  thinks  impossible,  but  tries,  &   again  able  do 
it,  he  does  whole  week, 

Gof  back  monk,  monk  again  tells,  pray  12,000  times 
tain  in  your  solitude,  get  up  early,  go  to  bed 
late,  and  come  see  me  two  weeks." 

He  does,  finds  after  awhileh  he  no  need  say  prayer, 
mouth,  mind  do  automatically. 
He  find  pray  without  ceasing,  but  in  process,  he 
has  found  God. 
All  of  prayer^?  all  of  mechanics  served  worth- 
while cause. 
'i'his  what  prayer  should  do,  should  put  in  touch 

with  God. 
Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  Presby  minister, 
"If  I  say  prayer  help  you  to  peace  and  power,  to 
wisdom  and  to  vision,  these  very  practical  consid- 
erations are  beside  the  point.   There  is  but  one 
reasonsufficient  in  itself.   Prayer  is  the  way  to 
know  God,  to  glorify  him,  to  enjoy  him  forever, 
and  this  it  is  we  hold  to  be  the  chief  end  of  man. 
For  life  is  not  really  life  at  all  until  it  becomes 
life  in  God." 

Minister  noticed  little  boy  come  church  many  times 
in  week. 
Would  sit  in  pew  &   bow  head. 
1  day  he  asked  him  about  it. 
Boy  said,  "I  like  to  come  here  for  prayer, 
/   It  makes  me  feel  bigger  than  1  am." 

This  what  prayer  should  do,  should  make  feel  bigger 
than  we  are,  because  our  lives  lived  in  God. 
(Illustration  Sweet  Hour  Of  Poayer) 

Here  is  how  a  blind  man  viewed  pEayer. 
It  is  sweet  hours  of  prayer,  that  bring  about 
miracles  in  peoples  lives, 
It  is  sweet  hourB  prayer,  that  change  lives, 
It  was  sweet  hours  prayer  that  kept  our  Saviour 
on  his  appointed  course. 
It  will  be  sweet  hours  prayer  that  will  change 
our  lives,  our  congregation,  all  of  us. 

Each  instance  we  talk  about  this  morning,  1  thing 

ap  Ten,  j'Jach  one  attempt  contact  God. 
»_  prayed  fervently,  earnestly, 
pilgrim  prayed  prayer  repeatedly,         , 
Mr  Walford,  tho  blind,  prayed  often  ior  ae±p. 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 

"'""WEDNESDAY    EvE     LeNTEN     SERVICE  APR  I  L    3.       '97^ 

Rev.  Ralph  C.  Li nk,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Velma  Collins,  Organist 
Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  ChoJr  Director 
Chris  Campbell,  Greg  Boskq  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  7:00  P.M. 
Prelude  Music t     "Invocation"  Martin 

"Consecration"  Rand 

Si  lent  Meditation 
♦Processional  Hymn  No.  M-6 I  "Saviour,  like  a  shepherd 

lead  us" 
'Invocation  -  Choral  Amen 

Scripture  Lesson:  Matthew  26:  36*^6 
"Gloria  Patri 

*Evening  Psayerb  and  Choral  Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory     "Compline"  O'Donnell 

Hymn  No.   U76  "Come,  thou  Fount  of  every  blessing" 
Sermon:        "HIS  ACCEPTANCE 
Sermon  F-ayer 
*Hymn  No.  *+70   "Saviour,  Thy  dying  love" 
Beneo iction 

Pqstlude        "Recessional"  Sheppherd 

-_--__-  "Congregation  Standing  -------- 

he  Council  will  meet  following  the  worship  Service. 

New  Members  will  be  received  on  Palm  Sunday. 

Reception  for  new  Members  will  se  following  the 
Maunoy  evening  Holy  Communion  -  in  the  Undercroft, 
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:     .ill    of  '.Jod   traC   er]  i      J  .    -     on.    He    '           '       <•-■-,■ 

r  future*    Biid   He  knew    t-ha*    a**  Ha  <s*                                          ttfeari    He   hf.d 

.  j     1  - 1    ~ an  d  .  ;-  -i                  3  the    "ill   of 

J%                        s'  ■  f                 j-             ^              . 

,   to  '  i  '  '  'i"  .     ■■   f3hrisCJ 

:  .  L   u     h  3   li~  JaCut, 

j      "       £  thai      j  ■  '  '  ■:,'.";  Jetu«T.   hut   IS  not  t 

i'  '.•£"    i<     .  £ 

'  -      '  i  .  ■■  ?]    I     ^    J  .    s       i  \     ■  hvS  hU 

j*g  -.  ■       ■  j  ,f  ii  8  to   3 

-  -    4    „  ,    "34=      dill  . "  j},   ^tfrw*    t  «W< 

The  i  «E  oneline*J  3   *  j vi  He  toe  a"  thr  r 

iicciples  wit;       Lm.  But   the;  *  .>  Jlapt  j   r  £ 

al on     f  '  -    -  ra- 

,  tattle  Euf  3.  JBo   o 

u2  '  -i  ->'  »  Ha  iwai*  ahla   tc 

to  g o .  Sao]  I   S  hi*  1  if  J"  4  h  a  '         I      .-  i"£ 

Si o nS  t  ■*"  ,  hi m. 

1  J'  S  I    throuj  .  ->         '    th!«T  *hou3  i    a£ 

ar+rangl  go  on. 

""         .:  y  i        I  JeXuJT.  The  GoJpel   of  I  '  oiij  J    .^ 

ftori  ouch  li]  hei  >  ■=.      -     #1     ild   baca   >  p  rk'ss 

loSpel   asr  Lii-  -  le  book.    fcft  ;  f  one 

8J  ]  Mark  * ;    l    iff  ■  bha,   -  i  J  a" £>'  j- 
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i?                              <.■'             Le.  T]                  Ibt         ■  -£"  uced   1  ■  J 

1  ~na  +  o  +hair  father*.  *ort   of    .  .  ml;     witl           jra 

bout    if.    J©?  i                    tc    Sod     J~  ■    child,    i.  301     la+a   rruJ+ 1)  "K^fc- c-x- 
I^gLj..*  iy.  ..u  -LU_J^t-^*^7'    ■■ilX  tr^  ■'    i.t."  Thi*  would    take   complete    tru*1 

.-    in  Sod    for  Hi      ':    Jo    t]  LP.    ;-*-  t    lo   it   He   did    and  Hijr  tru*?1    i  .  3   love   endured 
Qtil    Hi  a    aea+h    on   that    brofC. 

?ha   example    that    JqShS  fat   for  u#"  i*f  '.  j    :; 

i                hiO       ":;2    tOJ:  lj              Lllgf 

-y  le      '.     I if far  la*    "oma  pec  .    y 

haf  to   offer  s  t-heir  q- 

S    '  0    ' "  .""'..  y 

j"   of  life  i*  ho        ill  do  '4*? 

Sup  ir  irijrtanci  v  of   illne«*»  i 

had   to   call  i+   off.  s  y  t    .if a 

i  '  tfha  .    '"  bit   of 

^j  m    !  j-     r  .      for  year*  >s»^ — I  >i  ,iy  !*^=7Tr»v  ,■■  **  -ii]  .-i zi*  »,>!,  i '    , .  ■      v    . ,  ~n — rl  -  g . 

"*hir  is   xhz   way    c  i  jf  sonfc 

Je-irad    waF  :.jj    j  o   ba»   "In.  !  -4S~»i-  li.i   r_,c  ■■  ffor   luP   '  -   '■",■■  i  i  . 

in   -  i  le.   KS2SXXBQSEX3C  -     i 

ffiaX52XS  *  .ffoijhy  h  f     or!  ill,    ii 

fsa+/J  ]   '  *         erall  y  find   .;;/    :.    ■  t  *y  j»  or    le*ire«- 

Ln  4fee   be»+    I  - . '  -  _■  -iJ«ttf  !T.y    j  1  fr-?--^ — Family.    He 
11  'e  bring*  our     ay»  ver;  sn   i*  \r  op    ."•.  ..    1    of  a  Jargon 

.  Hera   U  people   come    into    -joiiflic4-    with  .pacia  +  .y   u<f    rail    ai 

M:a  law,    Beoaufe   of   +  h°   fad   that   j-.,    ,       ■         A  PQ  iiTiDg   iH   condition*- 

3h  sre  t  jther*  ►heyAmuf  «t    it.  Seen   J 

-nuia^-.^.-   vail,.   Hoi     I    am  not  s^.  +haf-e  people  have  no  ;_._ 

pre^sT +heir  disapproval   of  their  .jlici-4- >   but    I   am*  |    jy  have  - 

rlghl    Ao   deJ»tro  t   belong*  +o   at 


!9r  PQo^lQ  dimply  bacs 


Ufa   they  0f. 


accept 


lifa   ho*  I  -,    ■         to    +:!am.    Wa   aeah  h«va   f]  ;"   <    '       ! 

If  wa    BOuld.    3u+    baceu/-e   +  h9ra   are  people   in   +he   world    ffho    e 
live   a  lo+   beeter  thai*  *»oma   o  +  her  peoples    doer  no4    mean    4"r.--  ehould    til 

rio+    4  j  Iff  for  ourrelvei*  i  ithout  -       for  i+.    io4    thir  ix-  fi.   philosophy 

of  s=-„  )le  tin  our  society   +oday.    Ha  a   find  '  j •■     ;  -    rn   to 

Lol        i  do  no"*    ander#tJ       .       i   never  ta  : 
to  rerva  •«■        lau^e  of  accept    th  'j-  J"     '    3 .    a    *o  ur». 

Any  even*   raey  brinf     u    agonyf    locellnej^i    or   -    Pem»a   of   ii    bility  tc  Lth 

Lifa.  )    overcoma   all    of  Aharo    thi      •«•   Jufft      f  ■  Je4"u£    lid    if      ;        I    our 

x  ruJ •  er. 

WoJ    noes  not    cffiic4-    uf-  ire  than  .  ■jjtribly  bear, 

lltho  *i.:.s"   t4mtx  are   1,0+   ro   -ure   of  thi*  .    It   iy  ] 

-j-   .•  Lngtfj    and    ■        Drry.    3ut      a    sen  turn  our   3oubt»  rrier 

Into  for+   by  trusting   in  Sod.    JeJ"a«f  <5  3    _il+3 

•■'    i]    Sod.    "*ha   *ruf+   4  ruff  •»       .9   of  buffering    v&&  like 

thai  -  .     kii    He  ffho     id    ^liJ5  love   for  Hij>   father  by   J 

£t   Hi*  1  5:*'.ibmi  +  +  i):r   to    Hi,?  will.    OaiS"  ]  j'     should 

+  he   ]  ■    ■  .•      .      T  i*:i5'.    If   Ha   n    f  I  .  submit    to    '  113    of  Hie*  fatheri 

under   the   varj  *taj    1  iS   th    I    ;;.  ;    *o    face,    4'  ra   if  no    ras- 

J>oi  tan't   do   I  .-.  Lrcum"tancaP  I    3    .  34* 

uJ5-.     fe  era  Hi*   jhildr      .      s         'ether  is     £':„  ,ld   "be   tbla   to   e 

'   leh  be   '  4o   Jo   Hip-  ...ill    :f  Ha 

reve-.lf  i+    4o  ay    In  "'-X-    ^J  follower**  of   Jefus*,    let    uf  each   trj    4 .    follow 

Hip  '  livae        j] ■    .;  ■.  ,    yJ  the  will   of   our 

Ee4-    u«  pr<   •. 


w 


"His  Acceptance!" 
Text:  Matthew  26:42b, 
4y  Father,  if  this  cannot  pass  unless  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done." 

At  the  foot  of  the  Mt.  of  Olives  is  an  enclosed  spot  that  is 
called  Gethsemane.   There  are  presently  eight  olive  trees  there,  and  it 
is  believed  that  these  remaining  eight  trees  were  there  when  Jesus  came 
and  prayed  in  this  garden.   We  are  told  that  beggars  line  the  road  around 
this  place ,  but  they  only  bother  the  visitors  upon  their  return  from  the 
garden.   The  reason  being,  that  the  individual  who  has  gone  to  the  garden 
in  which  Jesus  prayed,  and  has  knelt  graxpxxkxpsxkkKxxszjrxxpBfc  perhaps  on 
the  very  spot  on  which  Jesus  knelt,  is  moved  very  deeply  and  is  more  recep- 
tive to  giving  to  those  who  seek  help. 

This  place  has  become  a  shrine  which  ac±±  is  a  must  to  all  visitors 
who  strive  to  retrace  the  steps  of  Jesus.   Thus  beggars  and  merchants 
are  prone  to  take  advantage  of  a  golden  opportunity  such  as  this. 

We  are  also  told  that  at  the  time  of  Jesus  there  were  no  gardens  of 

any  size  in  Jerusalem,  because  it  was  a  city  built  on  a  hill,  and  every 

inch  ofl  building  snace  was  used  to  the  best  advantage.   The  wealthy  citizens 

private 
had  gardens  on  the  slopes  of  the  Mt.  uf  Olives.   The  word  Gethsemane  means, 

"Olive  Vat",  or  "Olive  Press."   It  was  believed -that  in  order  to  have  access 

to  a  garden  on  the  Mt.  Of  Olives,  a  person  had  to  know  the  owner.   Thus  it 

is  thought  that  Jesus  was  friends  with  yet  another /influential  person  who 

owned  this  garden.   We  have  seen  in  this  passion  story  of  Jesus  that  there 

have  been  several  instances  in  which  }gs   unknown  person^. and  probably  persons 

of  weal  ji   supported  the  mil     ,   if  ■    \a                                              '   .   Someone 

died  the  donkey  Lpon  which  Jesus  rode  into  Jerusalem.'  Someone  su]  led 

the  up       ;.  in  wl  :  be   -  Last  Supper..  Someone  musl 

;ar       ■  Jesus      -.  The  only  instanc   that  xx. 

records  the  3iient  supporters  of  Jesus,  is  the  report  that  /Joseph  of  ?Ariinathea  cones 
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forawrd  to  claim  the  body  of  Jesus  after  He  is  dead. 

There  are  certain  things  we  can  see  when  we  look  at  the  acceptance  of  Jesus,     rte  first 

we  that   He  had  a  certain  air  of  confidence  in  what  he  was   doing.     We  can  say  this  because 

in  a  few  verses     proceeding  what  we  read  a3  Scripture,  we  read,  "And  when  they  had  sung     a 

hymn,   they  went  out  to  the  ."it.    Of   Olives,"1       Now  although  the  singing  of  this  hymn  was  a 

part  of  the  Passover  Feast  and  involved  the  singing  of  Psalm  115  -  118,   just  this  once    Jesus 

could  liave  requested  that  it  be  omitted  if  he  were  so  troubled  that  he  could  not  bear  to 

speaks 
xiBDO&x  sing  before  his  arrest.     But  the  very  nature  of  the  Psalms   sung  sp^K  of  a  strength 

that  comes  from  outside  of  ourselves.       Perhaps  we  have  often  thought  of  Jesus  going  to  his 

cross  as  a  nan     defeated  aod  beaten.     As  a  man  filled  with     dread  and  f orboding.     But  he 

went   instead  as  a  man  singing  -  with  a  heart  newly  dedicated  to  Bod  and  a  spirit  filled 

with  a  strange  joy.      Listen  to  the  words   of  this  last  Psalm  of  the  hymn  they  sung,   and  see 

if  it  is  not  a  song  that  would  uplift  the  soulf  of  any  man.     (Read  Psalm  119). 

Thus  we  see  here  a  note  of  triumphant  acceptance. 

3ut  even  with  this  joy  in  the  knowledge  of  the  strength  of  God,   Jesus  had  intermittant 

_,ariods  of  anguish.     We  can  only  compare  it  with  the  feeble  human  comparison,   of  someone 

who  is  awaiting  the  start  of  an  important  event  or  moment  in  his   or  her  life.     Something  like 

an  acotr  or  actress  awaiting  the  opening  curtain.     Or  in  sports,   awaiting  the  opening  kiokoff, 

or  the  first  pitch.     All  of  these  moments  cause  bitterflies,    and  a  certain  sense  of  dread  and 

forboding.      I  am  sure  that  all  of  us  at  one  time  or  another  have  been  involved  in  similar 

circumatances  and  have  questioned  ourselves  about  i£,   asking  the  question,  "'What  am  -t  doing 

here?       How  aid  i  ever  let  myself  get  talked  into  this?'"     But  after  the  beginning  takes 

place,  we  are  able  to  fulfill  our  role  whatever  it  may  be.     Thus  it  probably  was  with 

Jesus,    only  on  a  much  more  greater  scale. 

Here  in  this  garden  the  real  struggle  actually  began  for  Jesus.     He  knew  that  all  of 

other  events  ware  mere  preliminaries  leading  up  to  the  main  event.      Now  the  main  event  w«3 

only  moments  away  as  he  knelt  here  in  prayer.     Here  is  also  where  Satan  could  once  again 

come  forth  to  lead  his  thoughts  and  his  determination  away  from  fioing  the  will  of  the  ?ather. 

Thoughts  Buto  a*  his  being  too  young  to  die,  what  purpose  was  really  being  served  in  this 

sacrifice,  why  did  this  have  to  happen    and  so  on? 
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rlis  prayer  in  tie  garden  was,    "My  Father,"       By  coming  to  God  in  this  manner  he 
any  child  would 
came  to  him  as  mxgji±ti  seeking  guidance  and  help  from  a  loving  father.     But  through  all  of 

Wijs  is  the  lesson  for  each  of  us,    a  d  that  is  accepting  what  we  cannot  understand.     There 

has  been  considerable  argument  down  through  the  years  as  to  whither  Jesus   really  knew  and 

understood  all  of  the  ramifications  of  the  act  which  he  was  about  to  perform.     Whether  he 

did  or  not  is  really  immaterial.     What   is  more  important  is  the  flact  that  we  have  before  us 

x*8±Bxxmi  a  lesson  on  complete  acceptance  of  what  life  is  setting  forth,   and  a  ccntplete 

xxotx  reliance  that  Gcd  will  see  is  through.     This  was  what  Jesus  showed  mo3t  strongly  in 

His  acceptance.     His  attitude  wax  as  determined  by  his  actions  was  just  about,  "Well,   I 

ixad±  do  not  understand  all  that  you  are  asking   of  me,  but  if  this  is  what  you  want  me  to 

do,   then  I  will  do  it.     You  have  led  me  and  directed  me  in  the  past,   and  I  have  been 

blessed  by  your  help,   so  I'll  continue  to  accept  what  you  give  to  me,   for  I  know  it  will 

turn  out  for  the  best." 

.•!any  tines   I  talk  to  people  about  the  problems  and  concerns  of  life,   and  often  the 

question  arices,   "Why  does  this  have  to  happen?*     Or  they  will  ask,  *Why  me,ncr,   "Why  my 

— amily?"     All   of  these  questions  are  legitimate  and  we  do  indeed  seek  flor  answers.     But 

there  are  no  hard  and  fast  answers.     We  can  only  say  as  Jesus,  *What  you  want  me  to  do  I 

will  do,   and  what  you  want  me  to  accept  I  will  accept," 

Which  brings  us  to  our  third  point  and  that  is  the  answer  of  Jesus,  Thy  will  be 

done,*     In  the  perfect  prayer  that  Jesus  gave  to  his  disciples  and  to  us,   are  to  be  found 

the  words,   "Thy  will  be  done."     Here  he  uses  it  in  his  awn  personal  prayer  to  God,  thus 

showing  us  that  this  should  always  be  our  prayer.     itt^J'Not  what  I  want  God,  but  what  You 

want  for  me,   *x  or  whatever  it  is  you  want  me  to  do,™     This  should  be  the  example  that  we 

follow  and  pattern  our  prayers  from. 

To  cry  as  Jesus,   "Let  this  cup  pass  from  me"  is  only  a  natural  human  cry,  and  there 

is  nothing  wrong  with  it.       But  always  we  must  add  to  it,   "Nevertheless,   not  what  I  want, 

but  what  you  want  for  me."     Jesu3  was  able  to  do  this  3imply  because  all  of  his  life  was 

lived  in  this  manner.     But  you  see  we  try  to  lean  upon  our  own  wills  and  our  own  ways. 

Our  own  will  becomes  so  dear  to  us,  that  nothing  else  seems  reasonable,   or  is  so  right 

for  us.     It  it  then  that  God  takes  a  secondary  role,   and  we  have  beoome  self-sufficient. 
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3ut  Jesus  showed  us  what  true  sonship  is,  by  hia  renunciation  of  self,  and  his 
acceptance  of  God's  will  for  hia  life.  And  his  acceptance  of  Clod's  will  for  his  death 
i^-  just  that  much  stronger  a  case  for  our  follwoing  in  his  steps. 

In  the  Gospel  of  John  he  said,   *My  meat  i3  to  do  the  will  of  him  who  sent  me." 
Running  through  all  of  the  life  of  Jesus  and  in  particular  his  last  week  of  his  life, 
is  the  thread  of  placing  his  life  in  the  hands  of  God  and  seeking  to  follow  what  God 
had  iBtaKKiMixKDKtit  willed  for  him  to  do. 

Our  love  and  our  trust  of  the  Bather  should  parallel  that  of  Jesus.     Like  a  little 
child  he  accepted  God  at  his  word,   and  did  His  Father's  will.      Alfred  Lord  Tennyson  once 
wrote  In  his  poem  "Mernoriam,*  '"Our  wills  are  ours,   to  make  them  thine."     This  is  how 
Jesus  accepted  his  life,   and  his  death.     This   is  the  acceptance  that  God  also  demands 
of  us.      Let  us   each  strive  to  accept  God  at  Pis  word  and  to  know  that  He  will  be  with 
us  as  Jesus  promised  in  the  Gospel,  nLo  I  am  with  you  always  tsxfcfex  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world." 


"Tragedy  To  Triumph!" 
Ac¥  IV  Dicing  Out 

L  e  22:27-30a 

"For  which  is  the  greater,  one  who  sits  at  table 
or  one  who  serves?   Is  it  not  the  one  who  sits  at 
table?  -But  I  am  among  you  as  one  who  serves.   You 
are  those  who  have  continued  with  me  in  my  trials; 
as  my  Father  appointed  a  kingdom  for  me,  so  do  ± 
appoint  for  you  that  you  may  eat  and  drink  at  my 
table  in  my  kingdom." 

"When  do  we  eat?"  popular  phrase  around  Link  home 
familiar  ring  to  many  here  prob. 
»''ell  known  to  disciples 
feeding  of  4000,  &  5000  dis.  not  only  concerned 
how  crowd  fed,  but  concerned  personal  hunger. 

But  act  4,  not  only  meat  but^'ah&nW  fellowship 
Perhaps  dis  looked  envmously  times  could  be  alone  Js 
pleasure  to  be  guarded  zealously 
almost  always  surrounded  by  people  seeding  help 
can  draw  this  conclus,  we  read  several  instances 
dis  tried  discourage  peop  sot  Js  aid 

On  this  occasion  preceed  ^east  of  -fass, 
came  &   asked, 
"Where  will  we  prepare  this  meal  with  you?" 
surprisingly  Js  answers  go  Jerus, 
-    look  man  carry  water  jug. 
when  spot,  follow 

1st  sounds  rather  absurd,  look  man  carry  water  jar. 
actually  rather  unique, 
those  days  pre-womens  libf  women  carry  all  water  j 
rare  site  see  man  carry  jar 
simple  task  then  look  man  carry  rjar 
_,  ,   the  teacher  says  to  ybu     . 

Then  say  to  householder,  "Where  is  the  guest  room 

where  -1   am  to  eat  the  Pass  with  my  dis.?" 
pre-arranged  plan. 
prob  hidden  friend  Js 
hidden  because  risk  with  authorities, 
helped  quiet,  unobtrusively 
Such  case  man  owned  house 

pre-arrangement  -  man  send  serv  carry  wqter  given  daj 
J  disc  look  for  him,  prob  cert  spot, 
t^y  follow,  ask  master  where  eat, 
password,  "Teacher  wants  to  know? 


T>e    crowdn  that   w*  it   before   Him   and  that   followed 
Ilira  shouted,    "Ho s anna   to   the   5»n  ar  Davldj      Bleeaed 
"bft   Ha  who   com«a   in  the  r.aiae   of  the  lord;      H&aanna, 
irj    £h«   highest.  " 

5T,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,,    Pennbylvani a 
Palm  Sunday  April   7i    1 97^ 

Rev,    Ralph   C.    Li  nk,    Pastor 

Mrs.    Velma  Collins,   Organist 

Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 

Chris  Campbell,  Greg  Bcsko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  ORSHIP  11:00A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    "Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple"   Knapp 

"AoORAT  ION11  BoRQWBKt 

Silent  Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  Mo.  IjS   "Cro^'n  Him  with  many  crowns" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession  (In  Unison)  ^Gracious  God,  Father  of  our  Lord 

Jesus  Christ,  you  have  promised  to  receive  us  when  we 

come  to  v^u.  we  confess  that  *'e  have  sinned  against  you 

in  thought,  *oro  and  deed.   vu£  have  disobeyed  your  law. 

We  have  not  loved  you  or  our  neighbors  as  we  should. 

Forgive  us,  0  Goo,  and  grant  that  we  may  live  and  serve 

vau  in  newness  of  life;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Cqngregati on  ano  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Praiee 

•Pastor  •      '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People  i   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 
•Doxologv   No.  55' 

Scripture  Lesson:    Mark  T5:  f G— 39 

Hymn  No.  I f33   "When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross" 
*Affi rmat Ion  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patr i 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor!   The  Lord  be  vjith  you, 
•People >     And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:   Let  ua  Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

Offer l ng 

Offertqpy      "The  Palms"  Faure 

The  Rite  of  Confirmation 

The  Reception  of  He*-   Members 

Anthem:    "Jesus  of  Nazareth:   HosannaJ      Handlen 


; 


Sermon:  "Another  Hill" 

Prayer  ano  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    I&l      "Beneath  the   cross  of  Jesus 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Fostlude:  t,Ride  OnJ    Ripe  On    in  Majesty]    Dykes 

---------   'Congregation  Standing  ------ 

The  Palms  have  been  placed  on  the  Altar   in  memory  of 
Mr,    &  Mrs.    John  J,    Sweeney   by   the  AlviN  TaIt   Family. 
You  are  welcome   to  have  them  after  the  Service  -  the 
Ushers  will  pass  them  out. 
Serving   as   ushers   today  are;      *Allen   BqtacchI,    John 
Redman,    Dan  Bosko,   Ropert  Knauer,    Charles   Penar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Raymond   Covert  h*il.l  represent  Council 
at  the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  se   provided   today   by:      Sharon   Stauffer, 

Laurel   Stauffer  and   Debbie  Mc^rJde* 
We  welcome  the   following  Persons    into  our   Church 
Fellowship  today. 

By  Confirmation:   Steve  Basehore       George  Mardurger 
Chris  Campdell        Dennis  Master 
Gordon  Kennedy        Billy  Sheppeck 
Norene  Kerr  Cheryl  Snyder 

Nancy   Link  Jeff  Snyder 

Brian  Pfase  Bj lly  Watterson 

Letter  of  Transfer:      Paul  Holt 

Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link  Robert  K.  Syseht  " 
Mrs.  Shirley  Link  Mrs.  Karen  Vensel 
Dale   Link  Mrs.    Emogene  Yoas 

Lloyd    Link 
Paul  W.    Pfaoe 
Mrs.    Betty   Pfape 
Linda  Pfabe 
Professiow  of  Faith: 

Larry   R.    Falkner 
VIrs.    Brenda  McKruit 
Deoo^ah  Melton 
TONIGHT;   6:30  -  Youth  Choir   Practice. 
WEO.    -  7=30-  PREPARATORY  SFPVICE   "His   Devotion" 
THIJRS,   -   700  -  HOLY   COMMUNION   (Pews)    ffHls   Detehminat ia 
Mrs,   Warilvn  Stephenson  will  play  the  Piano   today. 
We   wjsh  to  thank   the  Women's   Fellowship   for  the  corsage 

AND  BOUToNNl EH8,   ALSO  FOR  RENTAL  OF  GOWNS  FOR  CqNF.  C. 

Good  Fri.  Breakfast  for  Youth  8-(0  -  Luthern  Hall. 
Attendance  last  Sunday  -  235 


1       -r-   thing   ... 
th«    effect  "crucif   *I  "   "Kec 

carried  out  properly. 
'„   r»ad   text    (read   it    ) 

0n>   r  find  out  mean,   look  ^ther  trans. 

■  .    A   3**   of   God,    K-w   Bngl,    A  Son  of   God,    Jerus   bib, 
A  "in  of  God,   early  R3V,   A  Sen  of  God 
1_    est   RST»   a  King  Jams*,    The    Son  of   God. 

Looked   up   preek  double   check, 
BXi    1 epos  mean*   word.      In   sentence   if  by   self  mean* 
word.     If  ga*  greek  •   pronounced  H*  front,    this  def 
article,    it  mean  The  Vord. 
This  ver*e   ha*  original  gr,   The  Soa 

distinction?  to   prove  A  or  The? 
Just  this,   if  A  Son  og  God,   then  J*  not  uaiqtt*. 
All   us  A  S*n  of  God,   A  generic  tern,    a   '■       n,      ■■'• 
Jut   He  become   THE   Sen  God,    rmething   special,    reallj 
unique,    out  ordinary  froni  -the   earth 

Js  say  Jn,    "Ind  1,   when  I   am  lifted  up^will   draw  all 
men   to  myself.  " 
Jn  goes  on  tell  this   signify  how  he  die 
la   this  Ji   tell  magnetic  power  of   cross. 
Hi*   sac  sn  that    cross  to   drrw   nxi.nl  *   all   walks  life 
Sigaif  *f   centurion,   1st  man  accent   Christ  for  what 
~   actually  wai. 
Perhaps  now  *ee  why  Lenten  series  chronological  order, 
&  that   we   observed  Palm   Sua  1st   Sun  lent 
"hose  came  this  morn,    think  hear  story  nico  little  tali 
beautiful   Sun.   ride  thru  sts  Jems,  by  meek  little  man 
oa  meek  little  donkey,   I  indeed   sorry  ai»appai»t. 
Plr-s   appropriate   today,   with   these  yg  peope  becem* 
d     jers  church,   we  tell  what  being  Xpia*.  mean* 
&  what  cros*  really   signifies 
Conf,   *   ch  member,   not  nice   little   ritual   go   thru   publii 
display,   or  please   parent* 
It  call  diecialeship. 
It   accept   J*   Xp  gave   his   life  me   a   sinner 
;Tit   only    accent  What   he   did,    ,«-  thus   forgives  my  past 

I -,  but  -iromiee   live  Xpian  life,  "bring  others  t* 
it    p.r  well. 
It  mean  soeech  different,   life   changed,  now  live  new 
life,   All   things  now  become  new,    old  passed  away. 
This  very  serious   step  we  take    ir  took  when  joined 
church. 
"f  have   been   content    fit    confirtable  pews   Sun   after 
i,   neglected  tell   others   our   faith,   belief. 


"  !r     ■    .,;,-    '«    :riumphi" 
Act  6  Another  nill 

If  "t:   Mark  15:  59, 

when  the  centurion,  who  stood  ay.  facing  him, 
ssf  ihat  he  thus  breathed  his  la**,  he  said,  'Truly 
thrs  man  was  the  Son  of  God." 

.      ,  .)Vie,  whatever  medium  used  convoy 
ttory,  each  episode  bilds  on  one  precer 
continues  blld  til  Plot  reaches  hi  point 
hi  point  most  gripping  part  story 

passion  Ja  like  this, 
starts  out  innocently  with  ride  thru  Jerus  street? 
"rtride  & 
continue*  bild  suspea**  latriguo        -ne  un*n 
Jb  «  he  can  fronted  denth  penalty 

*a  contains  all  sloo- 
rritiag  or  perhaps  best  seller. 
10  r.r.    lit, 
but  if  read  Theologically,  ther.  has  meaning  purpose, 
I  ife. 
this  only  way  can  approach  it, 

.11  fairly  familiar  how  Js  arrived  before  pilats 
heard  man./  thia  ;s  legal,  illegal  about  trial, 
let  us  look  at  scene  on  yet  AX0TH5H  BILL. 

how  abused  by  soldiers,  then  taken  out  be  crucif 
inon  pressed  into  service,  or*»*  bean  carry 
Js  unable  npriry,    B*t  cause  weak,  but  little  sleep, 

ren  beaten,  no  physical  strength  left. 
,    liag,  thi*  make  execustion  easier 

r  when  crucify  Js,  this  9  AM 
Qc  no  tell,  but  state  dark  from  6th  9th  hr, 
this  noon  to  3 
Jn  telle  Js  released  by  dilate  6th  hr, 
this  6-9  trad  came  from. 
Mere  likely  9-3,  or  6  hre,  cause  crucif  slow,  pain 

"cct  wead  curtain  torn  2,  top-bottom 
if  this,  curt  hide  holy  of  holies 
:io  man  penetrate  veil  except  -riect  Day  At*a*m*at 
Spirit  God  dwell  behind  curt 
God  separated  peop  by  curt,  no  man  knsw  what  like 
but  death  Js  way  opened  God, 
veil  separated  by  Ja,  way  open  presence  God 


Or  worre  yet  if  have   not   come   except   once  yr,   we 
guilty  betray  J  a   as   surely  Judas  lacariot. 

Out  task  Xpian,   live,    give,    share, 

Ota  we  jive   ae   Xpiu,    try  be  Xpiaa  all   things, 
.-.esiis   give  what   can,   what   able  give. 
T-!eanE  give  •noasesa  te   God   according  how  blessed, 
leased  much,   give  much,   blessed  little,   give  lit. 

But   if  have  much,    give  little,    again   turn  back  God  & 
eubject   damnation. 

Be   a  Xpian  means  give   of  selves  with  talents  to   share 

them  with  others. 

Must   share     our  love,    our  concern,    our  talents  ft   afcavi 

all,  must   share  Jesus  Christ. 

TbS*   asking  too  much? 
Of   course   it   isn't. 
'..'-   ec.ch  have  much  we    can   live,    and  give,    and    share. 

(Illustration  policeman  in   Indiana) 

Here  ex  inary  man   involved  bizarre    circura, 

yet  he   able   serve  Lord. 
Can  we   common  neople   do   any   less. 

'   hove   seen   these  y^  neon   acceut   Xp  today. 
ITave   cetun.  these   adults   ireprofess  their  faith, 

w  up  II  &  I   to   join  with  them   in   spreading  Gospel 
of  Xp. 
II  ft  I   should   show  them  by  our  examp. 

Are  wa  up  te  ts     -,       r  vraa  merely   another  fertility. 
V/ould  each  do  well   adopt  last  verse  closing  hymn, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Clephane  wrote^ 

"I    sake  0   crass  thy   shadow,    for  my  abiding  place, 
I   »_.x£  no   other  sunshine   than  the   sunshine   of  his  face; 
content  to   let  the   world   go  by,    to  know  no  gain  nor  los 
My  sinful   self  my  only   shame,   my  glory   all  the   cross," 

Ray  we    e^ch   re-examine  our  hearts,    our  lives,    and   our 

cience,   ft  oerhaps   after  doing  ae  we  will   find  we 
need  to   re-nrofess  ft  re-accoet  Jesus   Christ   in   order 

aet   our  lives   aright. 
If   aay  uaaure  or  uncertain  where  stand  in   relation  t© 
Christ,   be  glad  talk  you  about   it. 
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"His  Devotion! " 

Scripture:  John  6:22-40 
'ext:  John  6:38,39, 

J   ?  x  h^e  come  down  from  heaven,  not  to  do  my  own 

the  im  ^■"11i  °f  him  wh0  sen*  rae5  and  th^  i™ 
the  will  of  him  who  sent  me,  that  1  should  lose 

S^lhTiSt1  d^-he  has  Biv-n  -•  **  ~&  « 

When  think  qualities  Js  that  stand  out. 
can  t  help  think  His  Devotion 
Word  devotion  used  like  many  others, 

C^Tlh^t^nl\t^ltT,  &  haVe  impUed  in  meaning' 

We  speak  devoted  son  or  daughter 
usually  meant,  loving,  obedient,  trustworthy,  con- 
cerned, cares  deeply  etc,  ' 

Other  words  devotion  contains  many  attributes 

rather  than  one. 

Js  son  such  as  this 
showed  devo  earthly  father,  mother,  with  love, 
concern,  obe  lience,  truntworthyness  etc. 

Showed  devo  to  H.  Father  complete  subj  of  life 
to  what  Father  wanted  to  do. 

A0?herr^Hf  S"  "nS  DeV°  ?y  P°intinS  them  to  Fathe; 
uther  words  rfxs  Devo  real  thing  U   lived, 
but  something  tried  instill  by  verbal  message  air 
Peop  came  Js  after  feed  5M,  Js  tells  bluntly"  only 
w   ted  see  him,  more  food,  vs  26  * 

Not  interested  him,  but  what  can  do 
vs  87,  tells  sealed  by  God 

an^hnt   ?imesr  siPet  ring  of  King,   ruler,   gov.    etc 
archaeology  &   rings. 

soft  clay,  signet,  hardened  unbroken  official. 

vs  28  question? 

vs  29  answer,  believe  in  whom  sent. 

todV01"  SlSn'  Pe°P  30eptioal>  Perhaps  no  more  than 
wanted  tangible  evidence,  something  concrete 
fath    ™anria  &  h°W  this  evidence  °f  Q°d  to  fore-( 
Js  tell  He  evidence,  no  further  proof  needed 
ue  bread  sent  by  God,  5  life  sustained  this  bred! 


Peerv 
in  oust  to  Thee" 
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ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED    CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
I  .iQLY  ■WEDNESDAY  April    10,    I97U 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.   LiK*,   Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins   -  Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper  -  Choir   Director 
Chris  Campbell,    Greg  Bosko  -  Acolvtes 

PREPARATORY   SERVICE  TOO  P.M. 

PRELUDEl  "LeNTEN  MEDITATION* 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  319  "Saviour,  when 
•Invocation,  Pases  I U— EO  in  Hymnal 

The  Ten  Commandments 
*The  Litany 

Scripture  Lesson i      John  6:£?-l+0 
•Offer  1  ng 

Offertory   "Before  the  Cross" 

Hymn  No.  a IU     "Jubt  as  I  am" 

Organ  Meditation 

Sermon:      "His  Dcvotion" 

Exhortation,  Page  IS 

Confession  of  Sin 

Confessional  Questions  and  Assurances 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  U6U  "Dwell  in  me, 
•Benediction  and  Triple  Amen 
•Postluoe   "Recessional  in  B  Flat" 
~-?------  *Congregation  Standing  --------- 

T(   Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  (Pew)  will  be  jr    /\i~i- 

CELEBRATED  TOMORROW  EVENING  AT  7*3^  P.M.  /**rl/££i 

Reception  for  new  members  will  follow  in  the  Undercroft  - 
The  Congregation  is  invited  for  a  Fellowship  Hour. 

A  good  Friday  Breakfast  for  YOUTH  will  be  held  fbom 
B-IO  at  Luther  Hall  on  McKean  Street  next  to  Library. 

Our  Sanctuary  will  be  open  from  7-9  P.M.  on  Good 
Friday  for  individuals  who  desire  to  meditate  and 

PRAY. 
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vs  58  spells  out  plainly  2/ ~ 

He  telling  he  complete  devo  cause  of  Father 
nothing  can  sway,  deter  from  task 
He  willing  place  self  hands  of  God 
own  will  not  considered  any  way,  shape,  form. 

Here  complete  subjection  will  of  Father 

Tficult  we  understand  this  complete  devo 
\iever  been  another  walk  face  earth  devoted  so 
completely  Js. 

Can  cite  examps  men,  women  devoted  one  special  cause 
but  no  one  devoted  completely,  life  surrendered 
all  faculties,  all  possess,  all  ambitions,  all 
desires,  all  everything  serving  cause  as  Js. 

Think  what  take  do  this. 
This  require  complete  subjection  all  thots ,  all 
ambitions,  all  desires,  all  very  things  life, 
all  wrapped  up  1  cause. 
Our  minds  cannot  fathom  this  meaning 

We  come  last  Wed.  Holy  Week,  prepare  selves  Lord's 

Supper,  tomorrow  nite 
We  in  sense  prepare  selves  Be  lives,  in  new  perspect 
We  strive  say,  "I  sinner,  sinned  many  sins  past, 
now  try  devo  all  thots,  all  life,  all  desires, 
all  ambitions,  all  of  life  to  worthily  prepare 
partake  Lord's  Supper,  of  Body  &  Blood. 

We  looking  our  devo  &  comparing  to  His  Devotion. 
When  make  comparison  cannot  we  see  Ours  &  His 
far,  far  apart? 
Can  we  not  feel  as  Jon  the  Bap,  Six  we  standing 
in  presence  of  one  whose  shoes  unworthy  to  lace? 

D   3  not  give  sense  shame  &.   guilt,  that  one  loved 
us"-so  much  before  ever  born,  he  willing  die  for  us? 

This  was  His  Devotion, 
A  devotion  never  be  ours 
but  a  devo  God  asks  us  have  in  us  whatever  measure 
can  possibly  have. 

Let  us  ask  God's  guidance,  blessing  in  our  lives 
toh  have  devo  more  boi  deeper,  much  stronger,  than 
it  ever  been. 

■^sk  more  on  par  with  His  Devotion,  the  Devo  of 
out  Lord,  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 


"His  Devotion!" 

Scripture:  John  6:22-40 
Text:  John  6:38,39, 

"For  I  have  come  down  from  heaven,  not  to  do  my  own  will,  but  the  will 
of  him  who  sent  me;  and  this  is  the  will  of  him  who  sent  me,  tha#  I 
should  lose  nothing  of  all  that  he  has  given  me,  but  raise  it  up  at 
the  last  day." 

When  we  think  of  the  qualities  that  stand  out  in  the  life  of  Jesus 
we  cannot  help  but  be  reminded  of  "His  Devotion."   The  word  devotion  is 
so  often  used  like  many  other  words,  to  convey  several  things,  and  to 
have  implied  in  its  meaning,  more  -than  one  meaning. 

For  instance  we  speak  of  a  devoted  son  or  daughter.   What  is  usually 
meant  by  this  is  a  person  who  is  loving,  is  trustworthy,  who  is  concerned, 
who  cares  very  deeply  about  the  parent  and  so  on.   In  other  words  the 
one  word  devotion,  contains  many  other  attributes,  rather  than  just  one. 

Jesus  was  a  Son  such  as  this.   He  showed  His  Devotion  to  His  earthly 
father  and  mother  by  his  love,  his  concern,  his  trustworthiness  and  by 
all  of  the  other  things  that  this  devotion  entailed.   But  he  also  showed 
His  Devotion  to  His  Father  by  completely  subjecting  His  life-to  what  the 
Father  had  for  Him  to  do.   Along  with  this  He  tried  to  show  His  Devotion, 
fey  to  others  by  pointing  them  to  the  Father.   In  other  words  His  Devotion 
was  not  only  a  real  thing  He  lived,  but  itvwas  something  that  He  tried  to 
instill  in  others  byt  His  verbal  message.   Let  us  look  at  this  in  the 
portion  of  Scripture  we  read  this  evening. 

The  people  came  to  Jesus  after  the  feeding  of  the  5000  and  Jesus  tells 
them  very  bluntly  they  came  not  because  they  wanted  to  see  Him,  but  be- 
cause they  had  seen  a  miracle  performed  with  food.   In  other  words  they 
would  gladly  hang  around  until  it  was  time  to  eat,  in  order  to  be  fed  in 
a  like  manner.   They  were  not  interested  in  Him  so  much,  as  they  were  in 
what  He  could  do  for  them. 

He  told  them  He  was  axiE  sealed  by  God.   By  this  He  meant  that  God 
had  placed  His  stamp  upon  Him.   In  ancient  times.  Kings,  Governors,  rulers, 
anyone  who  was  an  official  in  a  certain  way,  had  signet  rings.   With  these 


-2- 
rings  they  would  place  a  seal  upon  a  document.   It  was  done  inthis  manner, 
the  hk;k®±±  document  was  usually  in  ieebkx  the  form  of  a  scroll,  and  it 
was  rolled  up.  Soft  clay  was  placed  at  the  edges  to  keep  it  closed.  The 
signet  ring  of  the  king  or  ruler,  was  impressed  into  the  soft  clay,  and 
thereby  the  seal  of  that  official  was  placed  for  the  receiver  to  see. 
This  scroll  then  was  set  aside  iHxttxy  for  the  clay  to  harden,  and  when  it 
was  delivered,  everyone  could  determine  whether  or  not  it  had  been  tampered 
with.   If  the  seal  was  unbroken,  it  was  an  snsx  considered  an  official 
document. 

In  a  class  on  Archaeology  at  Seminary,  we  went  to  the  Museum  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  saw  there  the  pottery,  tools,  utensils  and  things  found  at 
different  biblical  excavation  sites.   One  thing  that  I  found  very  inter- 
esting, was  the  signet  rings  from  the  different  kings  and  rulers  of  those 
ancient  times.   I  held  in  ray  hand  a  small  clay  tablet  that  was  written 
by  the  Summerijgns  over  4000  years  ago,  and  was  formed  in  much  this  manner. 

Then  the  people  as!'ed  Jesus  what  they  needed  to  do  to  be  doing  the 
will  of  God?  vs28. 

Jesus  answered,  vs  29,  Believe  in  him  whom  he  has  sent.   In  other  words, 
they  are  to  begin  showi  g  a  d.evotion  to  God. 

They  then  do  as  so  many  before  had  done,  they  ask  for  a  sign  from 
Him  so  they  may  believe.   In  „ncient  times  the  people  were  very  sceptical. 
Perhaps  no  more  sceptical  than  many  people  today,  but  always  they  wanted 
proof  that  they  might  have  something  concrete,  something  tangible  that  they 
could  see  with  their  own  eyes  and  believe  it.  Thet  told  Jesus  of  the 
manna  that  their  forefathers  ate  in  the  wilderness,  and  how. this  was  a 
visible  proof  of  the  guidance  of  God. 

But  Jesus  tells  them  that  they  need  no  further  sign  than  He  Himself. 
That  He  is  the  new  brend  that  God  has  sent  from  heaven,  and  they  can  have 
life  and  be  sustained  from  this  bread  for  all  eternity. 

And  here  in  verse  38  He  spells  it  out  as  plainly  as  He  ever  explained 
anything  else  in  scripture.   He  says,  "For  I  have  come  down  from  heaven 
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not  to  do  my  hx±±  own  will,  but  the  will  of  Him  who  sent  me." 

He  is  telling  them  that  he~was  completely  aevotea  to  the  cause  of 
His  Father  and  that  nothing  wasgoing  to  sway  Him  or  deter  Him  from  this 
task.   He  was  saying  that  He  was  willing  to  place  His  life  completely 
in  the  hands  of  God,  and  that  His  own  will  was  nor  to  oe  considered  in 
way, shape, or  form. 

Now  here  we  see  the  complete  subjection  of  His  will  to  that  oi*  His 
Father.   It  is  difficult  to  understand  this  complete  devotion.   I  think 
I  can  say  that  there  has  never  been  another  person  who  walked  on  the  face 
of  this  earth  who  was  completely  devoted  to  a  cause  more  than  Jesus. 
I  am  sure  we  can  cite  examples  of  men  and  women  who  have  been  dedicated 
to  a  certain  goal,  or  a  certain  aim,  and  have  sought  after  that  goal  or 
aim  with  complete  devbtion  to  that  task.   But  never,  has  there  lived  a 
man  or  woman  who  has  completely  surrendered  all  of  life  to  a  total 
devotion  of  all  faizirittixH  faculties,  all  possessions,  all  ambitions, 
all  desires,  all  of  everything  to  serving  the  cause,  such  as  Jesus  did. 

Jus  think  of  what  this  would  take  to  do  thisl   It  would  require  the 
complete  subjection  of  all  thoughts,  all  desires,  all  of  the  very  things 
that  mskE  go  into  life,  all  of  them  wrapped  up  in  one  basic  cause.   Our 
minds  cannot  completely  fathom  what  this  would  mean. 

We  have  come  here  tonight  in  this  last  Wednesday  during  iXoly  week, 
to  prepare  ourselves  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  tomorrown  night. 
We "are  in  a  sense  looking  at  our  lives  from  a  new  perspective.   We  are 
striving  to  say  in  effect,  "God,  I  am  a  sinner,  I  have  sinned  many  sins 
in  the  past,  and  I  am  now  trying  to  devote  all  my  thoughts  and  all  of  my 
life,  to  prepare  it  to  worthily  partake  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord's  Body 
and  Blood." 

We  are  looking  at  our  devotion  and  we  are  making  the  comparison  be- 
it  and  His  Devotion.   But  when  we  make  this  comparison,  can  we  not  see 
that  Our  Devotion  and  His  Devotion  are  far,  far  apart?   Can  we  not 
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understand  that  like  John  the  Baptist  we  are  standing  in  the  presence  of 
one  whose  very  shoes  we  are  unworthy  to  lace?  Does  it  not  give  us  a 
sense  of  shame  and  guilt  that  there  was  one  who  loved  us  so  much,  even 
before  we  were  ever  born  that  He  was  willing  to  die  for  us?   This  was 
His  Devotion.   A  devotion  that  can  never  be  ours.   But  a  devotion  that 
God  asks  us  to  have  in  us  in  whatever  measure  we  possibly  can  ha«re. 

Let  us  ask  God's  guidance  and  blessing  in  our  lives  to  have  fckxx  a 
devotion  which  is  much  stronger ,  much  deeper  takH  than  it  has  ever  been, 
and  a  devotion  that  is  more  on  a  par  with  His  Devotion,  the  devotion  of 
our  lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.   Let  us  pray. 


ST,    PAUL'S   UNTTEO   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,.    Pennsvlvani  a 
Maundy  Thursday  Aprtl   II,    J  97^ 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,.    Pastor 
Mrs*    Velma  Colli nb,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Curie   Campbell,    Greg   Bosko  -  Acolytes 

HOLY   COMMUNION  -  7:30  P.M. 
Phelude  Myai c .:      "Andante   E.   Maestoso"        Tscha  i  koh'Ski 

" CALV ARY "  R I CMoL  30 N 

•Processional  Hymn  No.      33&  1fLeT   all  mortal  flesh 

keep   silence" 
•Invocation   and  Pfayer9 
Scripture   Lesson:  John  6:^1-59 

*Gloria  Patri 

•Evening   Pr*vER   and  Choral  Response 
Offer! ng 

Offertory  "The  Suffering   Savior"  Wilson 

Anthem:      "0  Sacred  Head,    Now  Wounded"  Hassler 

Chancel   Choir   and  Marilyn  Stephenson  on   Flute 
Sermon;  "HIS   DETERMINATION" 

Communion  Hymn  No.    3^'         "Here,    0:  my   Lord" 
•Communion   Service  -  Page   3^ 

Exhortation  -  Confession  -  Absolution 
EucHARtSTic   Prayer 
Seraph  1 c  Hymn 

The    Institution   -  Choral  Amen 
Agnus    DeI 

HOLY   COMMUNION    (Please   retain    elements    and   commune 

with  Pastor) 
•Prayer  of   Thanksgiving  -   Doxologv 

*Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    3^3      "^  parting  hymn   we   sing" 
"Benediction  and  Response 
Organ  Pobtlude:  "Recessional"  Van  Wqert 

------    *CoMGREGATlON    STANDING     ------- 


Our  Sanctuary  will  of  open  from  7-9  p>W- 

TOMORROW  EVENING,  GoOP  FRIDAY,   FOR  THOSE  WHO  DESIRE 

TO  ENTER,  MED f TATE,  OR  PRAY.    THERE  WILL  BE  NO  FORMAL 
SERV ICE, 


******** 


*  +  * 


We    invite   all   Christians,    regardless   of   denomin- 
ation   TO    PARTAKE    OF    THE    LoRC ' S    SAPPER    WITH    US. 


Please  fill  out   a   Communion  card  so    that  our 
Church's   record  will   be  accurate.      If  Visitors   desire 
to   receive  credit  at   twelh  home   church,    put  the  name 
and   adoresb   of  either   your   pastq»  or   vour  church  on 
the    back   of  the    card   and    it   will    be    forwarded. 


The  Sacrament  of  Holy   Communion  will    be    celebrates 
this   coming   EASTER  SUNDAY,    at  S:00  A.M.    (Altar)   and 
at    I  I :00  A.M.    (Pew). 


You   are   invited  to   join   in  the  Reception  fq* 
New  Members   -    immediately  following  the  SfRvice   this 
evening    in   the  Underchoft,      The   Congregation   and 

pRlENDS     AflE    WELCOME    TO     ATTEND     THIS     FELLOWSHIP     HdU R . 


The   Elders   and    Deacons  will   also   serve   as  Ushers. 

********    **** 

Tomorrow  -  Good   Friday  -  a  breakfast  for   the 
Youth  -  will  re   from  8-10  b,t   Luther   Hall,    next    to 

THE    L|F1RAT>Y    ON    McKEAN    St. 


> 


To  say  we  must  feed  on  xp,  is  rajt  not  say  we  must:  d/ 
eat  his  body  &  drink  his  blood  _ 

means  instead,  we  absorb  his  teach,  take  life  insidi 
selves  fa,       fox    0,-   7***7T    #"****&* 

Wi~.  Barclay  compares  to  book  on  shelf 
Ai  ^ong  as  no  read  it  remain  outside, 
when  read  it  become  part  us,  in  our  minds,  our 
hearts,  &  no  longer  outside  us. 
When  Js  say,  abide  in  me,  &  I  will  abide  in  you,  or 
eat  my  flesh  and  my  blood,  he  saying,  feed  minds, 
hearts,  souls  on  me 
He  telling  live  lives  his  words,  live,  relive  his 
words,  actions,  deeds  until  we  become  drenched, 
permeated,  saturated,  filled  with  him,  &  life  of  G 
Thus  we  see  from  His  determin,  to  not  only  live  as 
God  wants i-us  to  live,  but  we  should  be  completely 
filled  &  full  of  spirit  that  comes  from  God. 
He  saying,  if  we  were  to  have  same  determin  our  live 
we  could  live  for  God  just  =>s  He. 

Thus  we  should  come  Lord's  table  with  strong  determii 
to  partake  figuratively,  metaphorically  of  body, 
blood  of  xp.  &  have  it  indwell  us,  renew  us  to  go  fol 
forth  stronger,  more  determined  disciples  of  J  0 
ItJ'table  we  come  to,  not^  habit,  or  remain  member 
good  standing,  * 

it  table  come  as  sinners  need  of  forgiveness, ofl  sin 
,-:•  renewal  of  minds  in  ingestion  of  bread  &  wme 
To  find  new  strength  flowing  thru  bodies,  because 
we/  '.en   closest  contact,  Lord  :,-  Saviour  J  0 
That  we  have  found  Him  once  again  at  His  table, 
&  we  have  eaten  &  drunk  in  His  house. 

Thus  when  hear  words  of  Js,  (Text), 
we  hearing  His  Determination  to  share  self  with  us 
Let  us  show  our  determination  to  be  numbered  among 
His  peop,  &  to  eat  His  table  in  new  &  renewed  way 
tonite. 


"His  Determination!" 


ocr,  ture: 
Text 


John  6:41-59 
John  6 : 51 , 


"I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven; 
if  anyone'-eats  of  this  bread,  he  will  live  forever; 
and  the  bread  which  I  shall  give  for  the  life  of  the 
world  is  my  flesh." 

Determination  of  Js  very  plainly  evidenced  portion 
scrip,  read  tonite  ' 

He  expanding  upon  portion  scrip  read  last  nite 
Jn  points  out  some  Jews  in  opposition  in  this  crowd 
they  want  question  Js  8:  statements 
1st  question  He  come  down  from  heaven 
x'hey  argue,  "After  all,  did  we  not  know  your 
father  Jos.  and  your  mother  Mary?  How  can  u  say 
u  come  down  heaven?" 

Js  gives  statement  no  comprehend, 
we  say  throw  curve  to  them 
He  says,  (Text) 
Sc  again  they  question  meaning  Sc  purpose 

This  questioning  8c  arguing  not  ceased  that  day  to 

this. 
If  we  read  verse  as  other  churches  have  we  can 
readily  see,  verse  leads  to  great  controversy 
And  it  has  done  .just  that 

it   rom  verse  that  belief  in  transbbstantiation  has 

sprung. 
i?oman  Cath.  &  Luther  belief 
what  means,  during  consecration  of  elements,  bread 
actually  turns  into  body  of  Christ,  wine  into  bloo 

Ulrich  Zwingli  disagreed  with  Luther  this  point, & 
broke  off  to  form  Reformed  church 

From  vs  b.   secretness  of  early  xpians  that  pagans 
believed  xpians  indulged  cannibalism,  thus  persecute 

What  Js  really  saying,  spo)jen  metamorphically  &.   not 

litterally 

lie  saying,  this  secret  real  discipleship,  xpian  fait 

■  l Lving 
Wi  l  He  say,  I  vine,  he  no  mean  He  climbing  tree. 

We  understand  he  making  comparison,  metaphor  S  we 
accept  as  such 


"His  Determination!" 

Scripture:  John  6:41-59 
Text:      John  6:51, 

"I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven;  if  anyone  eats  of 
this  bread,  he  will  live  forever;  and  the  bread  which  I  shall  give  for 
the  life  of  the  world  is  my  flesh." 

The  determination  of  Jesus  is  very  plainly  evidenced  in  the  portion 
of  scripture  that  we  read  this  evening.   'What  Jesus  is  really  doing  is 
simply  expanding  upon  what  he  said  in  the  portion  of  scripture  that  we 
read  last  night.   John  points  out  that  there  are  some  Jews  in  opposition 
in  this  crowd  and  they  want  to  question  Jesus  on  ais  statements. 

First  they  question  the  validity  of  His  statement  that  ^e  has  come 
down  from  heaven.   They  argue  that  after  all, "did  we  not  know  your  father 
Joseph  and  your  mother  Mary?   How  can  you  say  that  you  have  come  down 
from  heaven?" 

But  then  Jesus  gives  them  a  statement  14$*}  they  cannot  commprehend. 

.'e  would  say  that  he  threw  them  a  curve.   He  says,  "I  am  the  living  bread 

which  came  down  from  heaven;  if  anyone  eats  of  this  bread,  he  will  live 

forever;  and  the  bread  which  i  shall  give  for  the  life  of  the  world  is 

my  flesh."   And  again  they  question  His  meaning  and  purpose. 

But  this  questioning  and  arguing  never  has  stopped  from  that  day  to  this. 

If  we  read  this  verse  as  many  others  in  the  church  have  done  we  can 

readily  see  that  this  verse  could  lead  to  a  great  controversy.   And  it 

has  done  tjust vthat.   It  is  from  this  verse  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 

and  the  Lutheran  Church  as  founded  by  Martin  Luther,  holds  the  belief  that 

consecration 
during  the  ±KKt±twk±wR.   of  the  elements,  at  some  unknown  point,  the  bread 

and  the  wine  miraculously  turn  into  the  real  flesh  and  blood  of  Christ. 

Ulrich  Zwingli  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Reformed  church  disagreed  with 

Luther  on  this  one  point  and  therefore  founded  the  Reformed  church  apart 

*-  from  the  Lutheran  Church. 

It  was  from  this  verse  and  from  the  sedretness  of  the  warly  Christian 
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Church  worship  servicecthat  the  pagans  believed  the  Christians  indulged 
i  cannibalism,  and  were  thus  persecuted. 

But  what  Jesus  was  saying,  was  really  being  spoken  metamorphically 
and  not  literally.  He  was  really  saying  that  here  was  the  real  meaning 
of  tits  discmjileship,  and  the  secret  of  Christian  faith  and  living. 
When  He  said  he  was  the  vine,  we  do  not  think  that  her. literally  is  a  vine 
growing  up  the  side  of  a  tree^  We  understand  that  he  was  speaking  meta- 
phorically, and  when  he  uses  one  metaphor  and  we  accept  it  as  such,  we 
should  accept  all  metaphors  in  the  same  way.   To  say  that  we  must  feed 
on  Christ  is  Jm  not  to  mean  that  we  must  actually  eat  his  body  or  drink 
his  blood,  but  it  means  to  absorb  his  teachings,  to  take  fcjis  life  inside 
^  ours. 

William  Barclay  compares  it  to  a  volume  sitting  on  a  shelf.  Perhaps 
that  volume  may  be  a  book  by  William  Shakespeare.   As  long  as  the  book 
"^its  on  the  shelf  unread,  it  remains  outside  of  us  and  is  therefore  ex- 
ternal.  But  when  the  volume  is  taken  from  the  shelf  and  read,  and  digested 
so  to  speak,  it  becomes  a  part  of  us,  it  is  in  our  minds  and  on  our  hearts 
and  is  no  longer  outside  of  us.   When  Jesus  told  us  to  abide  in  Him  and 
he  would  abide  in  us,  or  to  eat  his  flesh  and  drink  his  blood,  he  was 
saying  to  feed  our  hearts  f&d  our  souls  ••h  and  our  minds  on  him.   He  was 
telling  us  to  livefc  our  lives  in  his  words,  and  to  live  and  relive  his 
his  deeds  in  everything  that  we  do  antil  we  become  drenched  and  permeated 
and  itftaez  saturated  and  filled  with  Him,  and  the  life  of  God. 

Thus  we  can  see  from  this  His  Determination  to  not  only  live  just 
exactly  as  His  Father  wanted  Him  to  live,  but  to  have  us  completely  filled 
and  full  of  that  same  spirit  that  comes  from  God.   He  was  saying  that  if 

WE 

.fiQl  were  to  have  this  same  determination  xn  our  lives,  we  could  live 

..L'or  God  just  as  He. 
should 

Thus  welcome  to  the  Lord's  table  with  a  strong  determination  to 
1 

partake  figuratively  and  mataphorically  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ, 


-fr- 
aud to  have  it  renaw  us  and  indwell  us  to  go  forth  as  stronger,  more 
^termined  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.   It  is  a  tatele  that  we  come  to, 
not  thorugh  habit,  or  just  to  remain  a  member  in  good  standing.   But  to 
come  as  sinners  in  need  of  forgiveness,  and  to  find  in  the  ingestion  of 
the  bread  and  wine,  the  foregiveness  of  our  sins,  and  the  renewal  of  our 
minds  and  our  bodies.   To  find  new  strength  flowing  thorugh  our  bodies, 
because  we  have  been  in  the  closest  contact  with  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.   That  we  have  found  Him  once  again  at  His  table,  and  we 
have  eaten  and  mjiiyliit  drunk  with  Him  in  His  House. 

Thus  when  we  hear  the  words  of  Jesus,  "I  am  the  living  bread  which 
came  down  from  heaven;  if  anyone  eats  of  this  bread,  he  will  live  forever* 
and  the  bread  which  x  pe»g  shall  give  for  the  life  of  the  wor"1  H  ig  ITF  fi^g^-, 
we  are  hearing  Hid  Determination  to  share  Himself  with  us,  aH&xteavKXHX 
psxtaksxaf  Let  us  show  our  determination  to  be  numbered  among  His  people 
■Hid  to  eat  at  His  table  in  a  new  and  renewed  way  tonight.  Let  us  pray. 


fl&rber  of  ]BSm\)i^t 


(Please  enter  and  leave  the  service  only  during  lhe  ushering  iniervrtk 
or  while  UK  congregation  is  singing  the  hymnsl 


THE   WORDS  J  KOM    1  UK  ('ROSS 


ORGAN  PRRLUDE 


CHORAL  INTROIT 
CAl  I.  TO  WORSHIP 


Mr.  Daryl  C  Rente  re  r 


12:00— THF.  CAJ.l.  TO  WORSHIP 


The  Rev.  Stuafl  H.  Pcrrin 


INVOCATION 

•HYMN1—"  Th  Midnight;  and  on  Olive's  Brow" 

1.  Tis  midmpht:    and   on   Olive's  bit"*    lilt   sl.ir    is    dimmed    (hit    lastly    shone. 
TtS-  mlunlRhi;   m  She  ^ajden  nuw„  Lhe  n4bfi«  Savinur  prays  aiune. 

2.  Tli  midnight,  mcf  from  all  r«n»v«l,  die  livfawt  wr«nte*  lone   with  fears; 
E'en  thai  Jj.iL-ipIt  whom  He  tewed  heeds  nff  Mi  Might's  tniei  and  lean. 

3.  Tli  midmiihi,  and  from  heavenly  plains  ii  borne  lhe  soak  that  i nut-Is  know: 
Unheard  by  mortal  sfe  lhe  siraim  lh»l  tWeetlji   itnylhe  [he  Sat-iaucs   whw.    Ami 


12:05— THE  WORD  OF  INTERCESSION 

"Father,  forgive  Lhcrn  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 


SCRIPTURE  READING 
SOLO 


"He  Snail   Feed  Hi*   Ploek ' 
Mis*  Molly  Buviler 


tike  21:3108 
Handel 


THE  MEDITATION 


PRAYF-K 


The  Rev.  C   Ks.nm.-tb  li.dl 


Pastor.  The  Hill  Untied   Pre^bvirriun  Church 


"HYMN— "Alas!  and  Did  My  S.iviolir  Bleed" 

1.  Mas-',  and  did  my  Saviour  bLrrd.  and  did  my  Savereinn  diei 
Would  lie  devote  Thai  sawed  head  lor  sinnee*  sutli  u  I" 

2.  Was  it  tut  Sini  Thit   I    have   dune  He   nutTcrc-d  i>n   lhe   lift1 
Amuinji   pily!   jiriLL'e  unknown.'   And    luwe  ntM-ind   depree! 

3.  Well  ml£h<   Iflt  *ut\  in  darkness  hide,  and  shut  hip  glories   in. 
When  God.  the  mighty  M»W,  died  for  man   [he  creature"*  shi. 

4.  Thus  miiiht  1   hide  my  blushmp  iacr  while    Has   dear  ctosi   uppc 
Dissolve  my  heart  En  thankfulness,  and  melt  mint  cj .  ■.  In  LcWl 

5.  But  ainps.  ol    sri'J   tin  nt'm   repay   the   deb(  uf  lev*  I   «*;, 
Her*.  Lord,  J  live  myieti  *w«y;  'tin  all  ui.ir   I  an  -n.  Amen- 


12:3ft— THE  WOUTi  OF  SALVATION 
"Today  shall  thou  be  with  mc  in  Paradise  ' 
SCRIPTURE  READING 
DUET 


Luke  2J39-4J 
Graham 


"Dropt  Drop,  Slow  Tears"  . 

Mrs.  Penchant:  Kemerer  and  Mrs-  Jean  M^CIarcn 

THE  MEDITATION     .      .  The  Rev.  Warren  A.   Buebcc 

pinirir.   F-n«l    Urn  led  MrflnNJUi   Church 
PRAYER 

*HYMN— "O  Love  Thai  Wilt  Nol  Let  Me  Go" 

1.  D  Io*e  that  wilt  not  l*t  me  .1.0,  I  rcit  my  weary  foul  in  The?; 
t  give  Thee  back  the  life  T  CrtM 

That  is  Thine  ocean   depths   its.  flow  may  richer,  fuller   he. 

2.  D  .light,  that  lollowcst  all  my  ■»,  I  yield  my  f1tck«rJQa  torch  io  Thee; 

My   he*rt  rcmotea   lu   txwrowed  ray, 

T1j»i  in  Thy  sunshine's  blaze*  in  day  may  brighter,  Inhrt  be.. 
.1.    O  Cross  that  lift  est  up  my  Ji-eid.  I  dare  (vol  auk  io  ll*  from  Thee: 
I  in  dm!    Ltfe's   Bltiry   dead. 

j  b3ffl  Uib  sraund  Uiere  hiowomi  rtj  lite  that  ihall  cndlcsi  tx.  Amen. 


I2:SS — THE  WORD  OF  REMEMBRANCE 

"Worann.  behold  thy  son!      Behold  thy  mother?" 
SCRIPTURE  READING 
SOLO  .     . 


"Forgive  Us" 
Miss  Ruth  Ann  Quintan 


THI:  MEDITATION 


John    19:25-27 
Du Fan  1 1 


The  Rev.  Praocfe  A.  Glenn 


Pj-Wflf.  S(.  P*u|'»  Tathnlic  Chuiih 


ind  the  biicdert  al   >he  day 


•HYMN — "Reneaih  lhe  Cnoss  of  Jesus" 

1.  Ben«a>h   'he   am*  of  Jesus   I   fain  would  take  my  i 
The  ahadOW  or  1  m&hly  roch   within   a  w.rnry   land 
A  home  within   lhe  wildemcu,  i   teal   UpHC  the  way. 
From  ilie  tairrJnR  -of  itiP  noontide  hea' 

2.  Upon  the  erou  ol  Jews  mine  eye  ?t  times  can  sec 

The  very  drying  form  of  One  whn  lufTercd  ihete   lor  me: 
And.  from  dit  ilrieken   heafi    wilh  ieors.  two   wonders  1   coniw— 
The   wOndefS  »(   r*dcemins    to>t   and   my   un worthiness. 
i.     I    like,  O  CnUa,  Ihy  iBaoow   for  my   aBidlnd   pll«: 

t  ask  no  oihti   sort«nii'r    thU    On   HHnttBf  ol   Hii  race; 

Cnnifni  Jfl  lei  thfl  world  po  bv.  io  km.**  nn  gain  nor  leas- 

Mv  sinful  sell  my  only  sham*,  mv  ploty  alt,  lhe  etws*.   Amen. 


1:20— THE  WORD  OF  LONELITVESS 

"My  God,  Mly  God'  Why  Hast  Thou  Forsaken  Me3" 
SCRIPTURE  READING 
SOLO  "Hs   Touched    Me"      . 


THE  MEDITATION 


Mr.  Paul  Reed 


F'.ivMi      h.i.iu    L  .:hc.- 


Mark    15:33-34 
Gaither 


The  Rev    Reinhold  K.  Weber 


PRAYER 

^HYMN- "In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  Glory" 

1,  In  the  cross  of  Christ  1   B'"1^   lo»t|io^  o'tr  lhe   wterks  ci   lime, 
All  the    Haht   of   sjcicd   slory   nalheis  IdiJnd   its  h»»J    suhlimt. 

2.  When  the   wijej   of  life  o'n-tikr  me,   hopes  deceive,    end  (-tar*  nnnoy 
Never   shall  the  cm»  Idrwll*  me:   \a\  \i  glows  with   peace  and  joy. 

J,    When  Ehe  sua  of  bliss  is  b-eajrilrva  I'Bnt  and  loye  upan  my  wi.y, 

From  the  crass  the   radiance  streamine   adds  .more  Iv-ttsr  to  the   day. 
4     Banc  and  hles^iftj.  pain  andi  pleasure t  by  (he  crosf  m  une'irled: 
P;.ice   is   thtre  Ihai    kndv*'i  rtfl  measuie.  ;  — 


i  that   thirush   a'l  limr  «hMe.    Amen. 


It40~-THE  WORP  OF  SUFFERING 
"J  thirst." 

SCRIPTI IRJa  READING  Jt>hn   '5:28-W 

SOLO  "He  Never  Said  A  MumMhV  Word"    Traditional 


Mrs.  Richard  May 


I  HE  MEDITATION 


The  Rev.  Calvin  W.  Ross 


.   Hill*  Christian  Church 


PRAYER 

■HYMN — "Amazing  Grace — How  Swee-l  the  Sound" 

1.  Amuina  grace— how  sweet  the  sound—  lhat  saved  a  wretch  tHe  me] 
]   once  nl  loci,  tint  rn?w   in   found,  was   blind,  bin   now  can   i*e 

2.  Twas  ara«  iJiat  «auj*hi  my  Jie#.t  to  feat,  and   eMce   my  f*ari  rell*vtd: 
How   precktui   did   that  Ktace   appear  the    h«ui    I   first   believed1 

.    Throuydn    meny    dlHSHl,    loJls.    and    Bim,    1    IhM    .I'-iidy    aiiC, 


TJ*  gT-ue  has  brourjit  mc   saft   Ihuj  far.  and  ariite  will  lend  i 
The  Lord  has  promised  Bond  Io  me,    His  loid  my    U«P*   lecure-s; 
He  will  my  aliieid   UK)  portion   be  as   lun|  M   life  endures.   Amei- 
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In  this  light  then,  it  unlikely  Js  reiterating 
what  said  previous  occasion. 
More  likely  cry  It  finished,  cry  victory,  triumph 
""hat  it  signifyed  end  suffering  part  his  life 
iffering  part  being  reality  role  in  life  Js 
^4jad  live 

Dr.  .ierbert  Simpson,  preaching  Westminster  church 
London  said  this  word,  "It  has  been  called  with 
perfect  justioe,  the  most  mOMntous  word  the  world 
has  ever  heard." 
An  if  we  analyse  word  this  way,  we  indeed  see 
was  not  statement  mere  completion  of  task, 
but  instead  word  of  victory. 
A  shout  of  triumph  for  what  taken  place 
Announcement  to  world  that  "IT"  finished 

"II"  being  this  instance,  Divine  plan  Almighty  God 
redeem  mankind. 
This  plan  was  started  garden  Eden  after  man  fallen 
from  God  trying  be  like  God  --.  do  fijpti   thing. 
From  that  moment  on,  God  set  in  motion  plan  save 
His  peop  from  sins 

Js  once  said,  "My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him 
that  sent  me,  and  to  finish  His  work." 
This  was  what  he  was  about  now. 

God's  plan  was  operable  in  lives  patriarchs, 
Abe,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
In  motion  in  Koses,  Joseph,  Judges,  the  kings, 
in  action  in  the  major,  minor  prophets. 

Al   down  history  Israel  God' a  covenant  est.  re-est 
foi  redemption  of  his  peop. 

As  Js  hung  suspend  heaven  earth,  he  very  readily 
view  whole  scene  passing  before  tortured  «yes,  much 
like  drowning  man  view  life  passing  by. 
and  as  gaze  stretched  back  several  M  yrs, 
he  view  all  this  as  some  $±35  giant  jig  saw  puzz, 
forming,  shaping,  dpy  by  day,  yr  by  yr,  cent  by  ce 

All  this  piece  by  precious  piece,  put  place  by  hand 
Al.  God,  His  Father 
All  of  it  for  child,  whom  he  loved,  sought  all  thes 
yrs. 
All  this  been  finished,  Js  aware  purpose  of  God, 
been  worked  out  his  life. 

"  J3  had  any  misgivings,  doubts  about  role  he  to 
t-j.ay,  was  nrob  at  this  point  of  execution  all  came 
into  full  focus. 


"The  Word  Of  Victory" 
"It  Is  Finished" 
April  la,  1974 

Tex.,:  John  19:30, 

"When  Jesus  therefore,  had  received  the  vinegar,  :ie 
said,  'It  is  finished;'  and  He  bowed  His  head,  and 
gave  up  the  spirit." 

Head -the  text  above, 
What  was  finished? 
What  did  He  mean? 
There  are  several  things  to  consider  about  6th  word 
in  order  understand  what  being  said  by  Js 
If  look  at  life  of  any  indiv,  no  matter  who, 
we  know  life  made  up  many  things 
2   ingred  any  life,  work,  suffering 

each  person  tarra  has  certain  work  thru  life 
t  Tte  very  perform  this  work  entails  certain  amt 
suffer  achieve  it 

Js  no  diff  this  respect 
we  know  he  workerm  spoke  this  often, 

"The  works  which  the  Father  hath  given  me  to  finish, 
the  same  works  is±s.   that  I  do,  bear  witness  of  me, 
that  the  Father  hath  sent  me," 
the  works  of  Him  who  sent  me , " 
works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's 
iss  of  me. " 

How  froTi  these  \   otes  of  Js,  evident  lie  had  work 
&  was  about  it. 
So  if  he  speak  from  standpoint  of  work  he  tried  do 
in  life,  then  6th  word  simply  imply  his  work  ended,. 
When  he  say  It  is  Finished,  he  saying  everything 
for  which  he  labored  had  been  accomplished 
These  words  could  also  implied  terrible  ordeal 
he  undergone  last  few  hours,  also  at  end. 

Gould  been  triumphant  shout  he  able  leave  behind 
executioners,  tormentors,  &.   humiliation  he  endured 
Gould  well  be  saying,  "All  you  entrusted  me  been 
fulfilled.   I  completed  work  you  sent  me  do." 

But  in  17th  chap  same  Gospel  3ohn  Js  says,  "I  have 
1   orified  thee  on  earth;  I  hawe  finished  the  work 
inou  gavest  me  to  do." 


he  said, 


and, "I  must  work 
and  also,  "The 
name ,  they  bear 


Js  surely  must  have  known  that  in  very  short  time  5/ 
when  gave  spirit  back  hands  Father, 
all  prophecies  of  him, 

hich  preceeded  him  by  so  many  yrs, 

all  things  he  prophecied  about  take  place. 

Things  such  as;   "I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  will  draw  all 
men  unto  me." 

or,      "God  so  loved  the  world  that  lie  gave 
His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoso- 
ever believeth  dm  Him,  should  not 
perish  but  have  everlasting  life. 
For  God  sent  His  Son  into  the 
world,  not  to  dondemn  the  world, 
but  'that  the  world  through  Him 
might  be  saved." 

When  Js  said,  "It  is  Finished,"  he  saying  salvation 
been  perfected. 
The  sins  all  mankind  bought  &  paid  for  body,  blood 
Js  Christ. 
Way  now  cleared  for  Individ  come  Father  thru  Son 
No  need  offer  sacrifice  animals 
supreme  sacrif  been  made 

It  is  finished  was  CRY  of  J0¥, 
Yes,  JOY  TO  WORLD,  LORD  HAS  COME! 

Defeat  been  turned  into  VICTORY. 
EVen  man's  best  effort  at  execu  could  not  thwart 
God's  plan  of  Salvation  from  being  fulfilled. 
"?*  IS  FINISHED,"  was  cry  of  Jesus, 
_ IT  WAS  FIBISHED  INDEED , 

And  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  and  Gaviour  Jesus  Christ. 


"The  Word  Of  Victory" 

"It  Is  Finished! " 

April  12,  1974 

^_ 

Text:  John  19:50,    "When  Jesus  therefore,  had  received  the  toinegar,  he 

said,  'It  is  finished;'1  and  he  bowed  his  head,  and 
gave  up  the  spirit." 

"When  Jesus  therefore,  had  received  the  vinegar,  he  said,  'It  is  finished}" 
and  he  bowed  his  head  and  gave  up  the  spirit."   What  was  finished?   What 
did  he  really  mean?   There  are  several  things  that  we  neee  to  consider 
about  this  sixth  word  in  order  to  understand  what  was  being  said  by  Jesus. 
If  we  look  at  the  life  of  any  individual,  no  matter  who  it  may  be,  we 
know  that  life  is  m^de  up  of  many  things.   But  two  ingeedients  in  any 
life  are  work  and  suffering.   Each  person  has  a  certain  work  they  per- 
form through  life,  and  the  very  performance  of  that  work  entails  a  certain 
amount  of  suffering  to  achieve  it.   Jesus  was  no  different  in  this  respect. 

We  know  of  him  as  a  worker  for  He  spoke  of  this  often.   He  said,  "The 
•^orks  which  the  Father  hath  given  me  to  finish,  thee same  works  that  I  do, 
bear  witness  of  me,  thatvthe  Father  hath  sent  me."   And, "I  must  work  the 
works  of  Kim  who  sent  me,"   and  again,  "The  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's 
name,  they  bear  witness  of  me."   Wow  from  these  quotations  of  Jesus  it  is 
evident  that  He  had  a  work  and  was  about  it. 

So  if  He  was  speaking  from  the  standpoint  of  the  work  that  He  tried 

to  do  in  His  life,  then  this  sixth  word  would  simply  imply  that  His  work 

n 

was  ended.   hen  he  said  it  is  finished,  he  was  saying  that  every  thing 

for  which  he  had  labored  had  been  accomplished,   xix&HH  These  words  could 
also  have  implied  that  the  terrible  ordeal  he  had  undergone  in  these  last 
hours  was  also  at  an  end.   It  could  have  been  a  triumphant  shout  that  he 
was  able  to  leave  behind  him,  his  exedutioners ,  his  tormentors,  and  the 
umiliation  he  had  endured.   He  could  in  essence  have  been  saying,  "All 
that  you  have  entrusted  to  me  has  been  fulfilled.   I  have  completed  the 
work  you  sent  me  to  do."   But  in  the  17th  chapter  of  this  same  Gospel  of 
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John,  Jesus  said,  "I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth;  I  have  finished  the 
]      k  which  thou  gavest  rae  to  do."   So  in  this  light  then,  it  is  unlikely 
that  Jesus  was  merely  reiterating  what  he  had  said  on  a  previous  occasion. 

It  is  more  likely  that  the  cry  of  "It  Is  Finished,"  was  a  cry  of 
triumph  and  of  victory.   That  it  signified  the  end  of  the  suffering  part 
of  His  life.   SxsaxiixpiEiiciHHSijcxtfeafocwKXHaKkxkaYExaxwHEkxKHiixsHSfMEiKgxpaKtx 
jjhxsh:ex±±x£x  The  suffering  part  being  in  reality  the  role  in  life  that 
Jesus  had  to  live.   Dr.  Herbert  Simpson  preaching  in  Westminster  Church 
in  london  on  this  word  said,  "It  has  been  called  with  perfect  justice, 
the  most  momentous  word  the  world  has  ever  heard."   And  if  we  ■•  analyse 
the  word  in  this  way  we  can  indeed  see  that  it  was  not  a  statement  of  the 
mere  completion  of  a  task,  but  instead  the  word  of  victory.   A  shout  of 
triumph  for  what  had  taken  place.   An  announcement  to  the  world  that  "IT" 
was  finished. 

"IT,"  being  in  this  instance  the  Divine  plan  of  Almighty  God  to  re- 
deem mankind.   This  plan  that  was  started  in  the  garden  of  eden  after  man 
had  fallen  from  God  in  trying  to  be  like  God  and  do  his  own  thing.   From 
that  moment  on,  God  had  set  into  motion  a  plan  to  save  His  people  from 
their  sins.   Jesus  once  £aid,  "My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that 
sent  me,  and  to  finish  his  work."   This  was  what  he  was  now  about. 

This  plan  was  operable  in  the  patriarchs  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob. 
It  was  still  in  motion  in  the  pxiajrhKixiKX  judges  and  the  kings.   In  the 
major  and  the  minor  prophets.   All  down  through  the  history  of  Israel 
God's  covenant  was  established  and  reestablished  for  the  redemption  of 
His  people. 

As  Jesus  hung  suspended  between  heaven  and  earth,  he  could  very 
readily  view  this  whole  scene  passing  before  his  tortured  eyes,  much 
—ike  ax&rmwHiHgx^&ESHHXKKEHxJtxxx  we  are  told  a  drowning  person  sees 
their  life  pass  in  review.   And  as  has  gaze  stretched  back  over  several 
thousand  years,  he  could  view  all  of  this  as  some  giant  jig  saw  puzzle 
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forming  and  shaping,  day  by  day,  year  by  year,  century  by  centruy.   All 
I   this  piece  by  precious  piece  put  into  place  by  the  hand  of  Almighty 
God,  His  Father.   All  of  it  for  the  children  Kkx±sxh±  whom  He  loved  and 
sought  all  of  these  years.   All  of  this  had  been  finished,  and  Jesus  was 
aware  that  God's  purpose  had  been  worked  out  in  His  life. 

If  He  had  any  misgivings  or  doubts  about  the  role  He  was  to  play, 
it  was  probably  at  this  point  in  His  execution  that  all  of  it  came  into 
full  focus.   He  surely  must  have  known  that  in  a  very  short  time,  when 
he  gave  His  spirit  back  Into  the  hands  of  the  Father,  that  all  of  the 
prophecies  which  preceeded  Him  by  so  many  years,  and  all  of  the  things 
the  He  Himself  had  prophecied  were  about  to  take  place. 

Things  such  as,  "I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  will  draw  all  men  unto  me,"  Or, 
God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoe  er 
believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.   For  God 
nt  His  Son  into  the  world  not  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  woBld 

through  Him  might  be  saved." 

SixiKx«tHrsfesiixxaxEKyxsfxa]S3t:3f-xXsxxxxafiS3cxisx±iisxM®Eidy.tligx£E!KEtx±sxEiaa:EXX 

Salvation  has   now  been  perfected,    the   sins   of   all   mankind  have  been  bought 
with  the   body  and  blood   of   the   perfect   sacrifice   Jesus   Christ.      SatxsTrsH 
iiimHgfcxfcfexxxmHEXKixx&H  The   way  was   now  cleared   for  the   individual   to   come 
to   the  Father  through  the  Son.      No  more   did  he   need  to   offer  the    sacrifices 
of   animals,    the   supreme   sacrifice  had  been  made.      It   is   finished  was   a&j$,r 
of   joy.      Yes,    Joy  to   the   world,    the   Lord  has   come.      SiaHkKxte&xfcsxSsiixsefeB 
grstEfeteXHSxxfeHXiciafeEKXxfehEaHgiixEHExisHEttxSsaiisxSkKis-fex  Defeat   had  been  turned 
into  victory.      MaHxfex&x&&HHxfeiKXHsnxfcxbKSfcx£sxxhwHE£xSK±fcs  Even  man's   best 
efforts   at   execution  could  not  thwart   God.'-s  purpose   from  being  fulfilled. 
Thanks   be   to   God  who   giveth   us   the  victory  thourgh   our  Lord,    Jesus   Christ. 
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ST.    PAUL'S    UNITED    CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
BUTLER,     PENNSTLVANI  A 

EASTER  SUNDAY  April 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Velma  Collins  -  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper  -  Choir  Director 
Chris  Camfrell,  Greg  Bosko  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  FOR  S:00  and  II  SCO  COVMJNION 
Prelude  Music:     "The  Resurrection"     Johnston 
"Christ  Arose"        Wilson 
Silent  Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  IG7  "Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today" 
•Ascription  —  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortati on 

•Confession  -  No.  I,  Page  U 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation,  Pastor) 
*Assub»nce  of  Pardon    (Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor  -  0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People  -  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 
•Doxology  -  No,  551 
Junior  Choir;  "On  Wings  of  Living  Light"  By  R.  C.  Wilson 

Under  the  Direction  of  Mrs.  Cyndie  Sybert 
Schiftuhe  Lesson:     Matthew  28:  1-10 
Chancel  Choir:  "Why  Weepest  Thou?  He  Is  Ri 
Solo  -  Von  Maloney,  Marilyn  Stephenson 
Sermon:    "HAPPY  NEW  YEAR" 
•Gloria  Patri 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles  Creed) 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor  -  The  lord  re  with  vou. 
•People  -  And  with  Thy  Spirit 
•Pastor  -  Let  us  Pray 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory       "At  The  Break  of  Dawn"     Moore 
Communion  Hymn  No.  3*11   "Here,  0  My  Lord" 
•Call  to  Communion  -  Page  32 
•Euchahistic  Prayer    •Institution     'Agnus  Dei 

OLY  COM.1UMI0N  -  (g:O0  Service  -  Ushers  will  escort 
you  to  the  Altar 


ISENi" 

P I AMO . 


THE  HOLY  COMvlUNION  (11:00  Service   in  Pes  - 

Please   retain  elements    and  commune  with   Pastor) 
Prayer   of  Thanksgiving  -  Choral  amen 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  Mo,    1 65     "The  Day  of   Resurrection" 
•Benediction  and   Three-Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postluoe  "Allelulia!      AlleluliaJ" 

-  -  -  -  -  -  *Congregati on  Standing  ------___ 

»     We   invite  all  Christians   regardless  of  denomination, 
to   partake  of  the   Lord's  Supper  with  us. 
Please  fill  out  a  Communion  card   so   that  our  Church's 
records  are  accurate.     you  will  find  them  in  the 

RECEPTACLE  on  THE  RACK  OF  THE  PEWS. 
If  VISITORS  WILL  PUT  EITHER  THE  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  OF 
THEIR  CHURCH,  OR  THEIR  PaSTQR  ON  THE  BACK  OF  THE 

communion  card,    it  will  be  forwarded. 
The  Elrers   awp   Deacons  will  serve  as  Ushers  today. 
Elder  and  Mrb.   Paul  Camprell  will  represent  Council 

at    the   door    today. 
Mrs.    Barbara  Vargo  and  Miss   Karen  Kennedy  will   be   in 
Nursery   today. 
3»-Hobpi  tali  zed:     Mrs.    Betty  Filson  -  SCMH; 

Mr.    George  B.    Eichhohn  -  Allegheny  General  Hospital. 
We  wish  to   congratulate  Mr,   &  M«>s.    Guv  E.   Wiles  on 
their  50th  Wedoing  Anniversary.      They  were  married 
April   16,    I gaU  ry  Rev.   0.    T.   Mover   of  St.   Pauls   United 
Church  of  Christ   (Reformed)   of  Sugar  Chew  Twp, 
Armstrong  Co,      Mrs,   wiles   has   been  a  patient  at 
Sunnyview  Hosfital  since  August    1973. 
******* 

If   you  know  of  anyone  who    is   a   shut-in   please  contact 

the  Pastor. 
MONDAY    -  7:30  -   FIDELITY    BIBLE   CUSS 
WEDNESDAY   -    B;0O   -  GOLDEN   CIRCLE 
THURSDAY   -    I0;00  a.m.    -  MARY   MARTHA   CIRCLE   WILL   MEET 

at   the  Church  for  Rehersal. 
THURS.    -   7:00   -    BUTLER   COUNCIL  OF    CHURCHES   MEETING   - 

First  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  was   318 
-We  welcome   all  those  who   visit  with  us   today   in  the 

NAME  OF  THE  RISEN  LORD.    We  HOPE  YOU  WILL  SIGN  OUR 
GUEST  REGISTER  ON  THE  LEFT  SIDE  OF  THE  NAVE. 


SINRISE  SERTICE  -  EASTER  SINDAT  APRIL  5,  199*  -  7:00  A.M. 
COMKINITT  MILE  CHIRCH  -  SA8AHCRE,  PA. 

PRELIDE 

»RE»TINGS/JOTS/ANNriNCEMENTS 

/  ,AKFAST  AFTER   SERYIE  THIS   KORNINS,    NO  CHAR8E   -  FREE-WILL 

CFFERIN9   IT  CARE  TO  CONTRIiBTE 

CHIRCH   SERTICE  AT  9:50  FOLLOWING   BREAKFAST 
THE  LORD'S  SIPPER  AT  9: TO     SERTICE 

ASCRIPTION 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP: 

NOW  IS  CHRIST  RISEN  FROM   THE  DEAD,    AWE    IECCKE  THE  FIRST 
rRIITS   Of  THEK   THAT   SLEPT. 
THANKS  IE  TO  SOD,    WTO  SIYETH   IS   THE  TICTORT 
THR01SH  OIR   LORD  JESIS   CHRIST! 

•mm 

OFTERING/PRATER 
*  DCKOLOOT 

HORN! TO  PRATER 

HTMN 

SCRIPTIRE:   MATTHEW  P*)l-10 

SERMON:   "H4PPY  NEW  TEAR"  -  ST,  PAIL'S,  IITLER  *AV?* 
■HTMN 

■eEr:rrcmoN 

•POSTLNDE 


SCRIP:    MT  88:1-10?    SRM:    "HAPP!   NEW  TEAR" 

(ILIS  CH   OF   HOLT   SEPILCBE, JERI   I  EASTR   EYE  A   AWAIT  EASTER   DAWN) 
SIMLAR  KISTCM  OF  AWAIT  NEW  TRS  DAT 
THIS  1ST  CAT   NI  1E9IHS  A  LET  NE  I  1ST  WISH  I-HAPPT  NEW  TEAR 
IT'S   DAT  L0N8   AWAIT  IN   H1STRT   t,   SPECILT    IN   LIE  JS   XP 
h  C1LKINATIN  OF  JLID/Swltr/TEAR  CIS  SATIOR  JS  X? 
HE1  LNBHHELD  CAFTIY   IN  T0M1-HE  ALIY-HE   IS  RISEN 

(ILIS  MOSIEM   S-  XPIAN  MISSINART   AI01T  T0H1S> 
TS  1-THINK  IMPACT  IRON  TRAITS  THE?,  WONN 
HAT  I  EYH  WATCHI)  THRf  TH/ERLT   MORN  HRS  *■  AWAIT  ARIYL  OF   DAWNT'1 
(ILIS    STAND  «ARD  KOREA   -THAAND  OF  TH/N0RMTN8  CALM) 
THEZ  WOKN  LITRLT/FIGIRTITLT   SAW  DAWN  OF  NI   DAT 
TSS   2-*.THINE   IMPACT  ON  THEM.TH/SHOK.AMAZKENT 

ANT  FEARS   THET   HAD  WEP  QIIKLT    PIT  2REST   IT    AN8LS  WORDS 
TSS   I5-7.THINK  OF  THIS   TERIFIC   NEWS    THET  WER   HEARINB 

HOW  Win  IT  AFECT  ITT   JOT,    NNSPKA1L  JOT 
TS   B.I    LTF    HOW   NT  SATS    IT."DEFARTED  gllKLT" 

HE   SAT=   IT  CORECTT    AT  END  0T  YEPSiUAND  DID  PIN" 
•IT  WHAT  1APPN    AS  »0  *TEL   DI5CIP8TTT 
TS  9-TH/DAT   NOW  DAWND  THAT  MICH  IRITit   *TKEH 

THET  CAM   JTOKI  W/SADNES/DESPAIK   %  NOW  8LIM  TIRN  2J0T 
(ILIS  MINISTER  WHO  "LITES  IP  TH/WRIAL  SFiRTIC") 
THIS   IS  WAT  EASTR    STORT   SHID  DO  *EACH   OF  IS 

IT  IS   A   DAT   OF  JOT   CF  NI   IIRTH.OF  HAT  TREA3IR  WORL  IANTDIPLICA1 
(ILIS   OLD  SOFA   t,  TH/INKNOWN  TALIE  OT  IT) 
THIS  WAS  JS 
AN  OLD/WORTHLES   JEWISH  TEACIffl  UN   DISPOSD  OF 
HE  WAS   PIT  PDETH.IIRIED  %   OIT  OF  HASH'S   WAT 
TH/*ELI«  LDSS  A   OTHRS  WANT   HIN  OIT  OF  WAT   1REATH   SIM  RELIEF 
THIS  ILASHEMR  WAS  *0N,&   DISCIPS/FOLLOWHS  BAD  DISAPEARD 
TALK   OF  NI  ONDN.IILD  TEMPL   1DATS  ETC   WAS  JIS  TALK , TALK , TALK 
LDP   EED.A  HIS  TALK  JIS    UNCI   DREAMS/HENRIES    IN  TH/PAST 

T  F¥L  SI8NIT  OF  ALL  THIS   IS   THAT  JS  RESIR   HENT  P0SI1L  THAT 
^-lEH   IS   A  RESIRECTIN  \   LIF   ITON  THIS   ONE 
*>ALL   ILIETRS   THIS    SHIDI   SORC  JOT   I    THANKS8IT 
IT  SHID  PT  IS   2WAT   AWAIT  IS   AT  CLOS   THIS  LIF 
(ILIS   M1SSICNART.FAHLT   IN   POPTIiAL  A   "ALL  SArELT   KOMI") 
WAT  A  CAIS  *CEL1RATIN 
JS   MADE  POSH  PCP.OS   FR/DARKNES   8DAWN 
ri/DETH  JLIF,    FR/OLD  tWEil 
SO  SHIDI   "NAPPT  NEW  TEAI"   THIS  EASTER  A  EYRT   EASTER 
JS  XP  IS   RISEN   JDAT,    ALLELIIS   A   AMEN!!! 
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Sermon  #2 
December  11,  1973 
Ralph  C.  Link 

"Happy  New  Tear!" 

Scripture i  Matthew  28 i 1-10 

Text:  Matthew  28: la,  "Now  after  the  sabbath,  toward  the  dawn  of  the  first 

day  of  the  week,"  R.S.V* 

Today  is  Easter  Sunday*  Yesterday,  all  day,  and  all  night  people 
were  gathering  in  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Jerusalem*  They 
have  been  doing  this  for  over  nine  centuries*  These  people  have  been 
taking  part  in  what  is  called  the  "Ceremony  of  the  Holy  Fire. "  H.  V. 
Morton  tells  of  this  in  his  book  entitled  "In  His  Steps*"  Hundreds  of 
people  sleep  in  the  church.   Thousands  more  wait  outside  all  night  for 
the  supreme  moment  of  the  morning  to  come  when  the  fire  shall  appear* 
They  push  and  shove  for  places  that  will  place  them  in  a  position  to 
get  their  candles  touched  by  the  holy  fire*   The  police  are  called  in 
to  preserve  order,  but  to  little  or  no  avail. 

On  each  side  of  the  tomb  are  round  openings  rimmed  with  stone, 
blackened  by  the  fire  of  other  years.  Runners  stand  around  holding 
bunches  of  candles*  The  Greek  and  Armenian  patriarchs  take  their 
places  at  the  openings,  each  with  a  torch*  Suddenly  in  the  darkness 
a  burst  of  flame  appears  and  the  torches  are  ablaze.  There  is  a  mad 
rush  of  shrieking  candle  holders  as  they  push  forward  to  light  their 
candles*  All  pandemonium  breaks  loose.  Out  of  the  tomb  they  rush  with 
the  lit  candles,  and  into  their  vehicles  to  drive  to  their  churches  and 
to  place  the  candles  in  those  churches.  The  church  bells  peal  out 
their  Joyous  notes  on  the  early  morning  dawn  air,  while  added  to  this 
Is  the  strange  noise  of  wooden  gongs  that  are  beaten  with  strips  of 
metal. 

This  resembles  very  much  our  custom  of  watching  and  awaiting  the 
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the  arrival  of  the  New  Tear*  Each  December  31st  thousands  of  people 
•it  in  front  of  their  T7  seta  viewing  Guy  Lombardo  and  his  orchestra 
playing  dance  music,  while  people  dance  and  await  the  New  Tear*  Quite 
frequently,  the  scene  changes  and  shows  the  time  remaining  until  mid- 
night* At  a  few  minutes  to  midnight  the  scene  in  Times  Square  New 
York  City  is  shown  and  at  exactly  midnight  the  ball  drops  to  the  bottom 
of  the  tower  and  all  pandemonium  breaks  loose  with  people  shouting, 
and  whistling,  screaming,  embracing,  and  wishing  one  another  a  Happy 
New  Tear,  to  the  accompaniment  of  horns  and  noise  makers. 

Well,  toflay  is  a  day  of  new  beginnings  and  so  let  me  be  the  first 
to  wish  all  of  you  a  Happy  New  Tear*  This  is  the  day  we  have  all  awaited. 
This  is  the  day  to  which  we  have  looked  ever  since  Ash  Wednesday  marked 
the  start  of  Lent.  This  is  the  culmination  of  the  blood,  and  sweat,  and 
tears  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ*  Today,  He  has  arisen.  He  is  no 
longer  held  captive  in  the  tomb,  but  is  alive. 

A  Moslem  once  remarked  to  a  Christian  missionary,  "ye  have  proof 
of  the  death  of  our  prophet.  When  we  go  to  Arabia  we  can  find  his 
tomb  and  thus  show  that  he  really  lived.  When  you  go  to  Jerusalem 
you  cannot  prove  that  he  lived  for  you  have  no  tomb."   "True,"  re- 
plied the  missionary,  "We  have  no  tomb  in  our  religion  because  we 
have  no  corpse.  Our  Gospel  ends  not  in  a  corpse,  but  in  a  con- 
queror. ■ 

Think  of  the  impact  this  resurrection  made  upon  the  followers  of 
Jesus.  We  read  in  our  scripture  how  riary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary 
came  to  the  tomb,  "after  the  sabbath,  toward  the  dawn  of  the  first  day 
of  the  week."  Have  you  ever  watched  through  the  early  morning  hours 
and  awaited  the  arrival  of  dawn?  While  I  was  in  Korea  very  appropriately 
named  "The  Land  of  the  Morning  Calm,"  I  stood  guard  many  nights  at  the 
front  lines,  and  watched  the  blackness  of  night  give  way  to  the  beauti- 
ful light  of  dawn.  To  watch  the  sky  slowly  and  gradually  become  light, 
and  to  see  the  first  light  of  day  is  more  breathtaking  than  I  could 
ever  possibly  describe.  This  is  literally  what  took  place  for  these 
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two  women.  They  saw  the  dawning  of  a  new  day,  literally  and  figur- 

tively.  The  early  morning  hours  were  for  these  women,  moments  of 

grief  and  sorrow.  But  they  were  hours  in  which  they  could  at  least 

3trlve  to  ease  their  grief,  "oy  going  to  the  tomfe  and  seeing  where 

their  beloved  was  entombed.  Matthew  tells  us  they  went  to  see  the 

sepulchre.  We  can  well  imagine  their  utter  amazement  at  the  events 

that  took  place,  what  with  the  earthquake  and  the  stone  being  rolled 

away,  and  the  angel  to  greet  them.  But  it  becomes  all  but  impossible 

to  imagine  the  surprise  they  must  have  felt  when  they  first  viewed  the 

empty  tomb.  They  certainly  were  not  prepared  for  this  shock.  3o  it 

isn't  too  hard  to  understand  why  the  angel  told  them  not  to  be  afraid, 

for  fear  was  probably  the  first  thing  they  experienced.  A  fear  that 

the  body  of  their  beloved  Jesus  had  been  stolen,  or  carried  elsewhere. 

But  Just  imagine  their  joy  as  they  are  told  the  glorious  news  that  He 

has  arisen  is  now  alive,  for evermore. 

This  made  that  day  dawn  Just  that  much  brighter  for  them.  What 

was  once  darkness,  sadness,  grief  and  despair,  had  now  turned  to  a 

lightness  and  brightness  that  nothing  could  ever  match.  What  made  it 

all  the  more  bright  was  for  them  to  leave  the  empty  tomb  to  tell  the 

disciples  of  their  discovery  and  to  be  met  by  none  other  than  Jesus 

Himself.  This  not  only  made  it  believable,  but  here  was  the  proof. 

A  minister  named  John  Henry  Jowett  once  told  of  a  fellow  minister 
when  he  said,  "I  know  a  man  who  always  lights  up  the  burial  ser- 
vice by  the  wonderful  way  in  which  he  reads  the  resurrection 
chapter  in  Paul's  letter  to  the  Corinthians.  While  he  reads  you 
can  see  and  feel  the  morning  dawning,  even  though  you  are  in  the 
house  of  the  dead." 

This  is  what  the  Easter  story  should  do  for  all  of  us.  It 

should  create  the  new  and  glorious  dawning.  When  God  performed  the 

miracle  of  resurrection,  it  was  the  beginning  of  a  Hew  Tear  for  many. 

It  is  a  New  Tear  for  all  those  who  are  in  Christ.  It  is  a  day  of 
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new  life,  of  new  birth. 

A  Janitor  was  cleaning  a  church  basement.  He  had  hauled  away  load 
after  load  of  old  paint  cans,  and  boxes,  atones,  scrap  lumber  and 
rubbish.  He  would  have  hauled  out  the  old  sofa  that  he  found  there, 
but  it  was  too  bulky  and  heavy  to  handle  alone.  So  he  pulled  it  over 
against  one  wall,  and  piled  bags  of  leftover  plaster,  cement  and  sand 
en  it*  One  day  one  of  the  ladies  of  the  church  came  to  the  church 
and  went  to  the  basement  to  get  something.   She  noticed  that  the 
basement  was  now  nice  and  clean  and  during  her  inspection,  she  saw 
the  old  sofa  sitting  against  the   wall.   She  inquired  of  the  J  sail  tor 
as  to  the  ownership  t€  it*  He  told  her  as  far  as  he  knew  it  belonged 
to  the  ohurok.   Ske  replied  that  she  would  like  to  buy  it.   Scorn- 
fully he  asked,  "Tea,  and  Just  how  much  will  you  give  for  that  old 
piece  of  ,junk?!1  3he  answered,  "I'll  give  $400  for  it,  because  it 
Just  happens  to  be  a  French  Chippendale*"  The  Janitor  uncertain  as 
to  what  he  should  do,  told  her  he  would  check  into  it.  Ha  went  to 
the  pastor  and  told  him*  A  furniture  dealer  was  called  in  and  after 
examining  tho  sofa,  told  thorn  it  was  worth  some  Honey.   An  auction 
was  held  and  the  sofa  was  sold  for  81000. 

Thus  it  was  with  Jesus.  The  old  worthless  Jewish  teacher  had  been 
disposed  of*  His  body  was  laid  in  the  tomb  and  for  all  intents  and 
purposes  he  was  Just  as  dead  as  anyone  else*  The  people  who  had  wanted 
his  ministry  ended  could  now  breath  a  sigh  of  relief.  The  religious 
leaders  were  probably  elated,  because  now  this  blasphemer  was  gone. 
His  followers  and  disciples  had  all  disappeared*  Their  hopes  of  being 
a  part  of  the  new  order  were  dashed  to  pieces.  All  of  that  talk  about 
tearing  down  the  temple  and  rebuilding  it  in  three  days,  had  been  Just 
that,  talk*  Their  leader  kad  proton  to  be  Just  ac fallible  as  tkey. 
He  was  now  dead  and  buried  and  kis  ministry  was  just  a  bunch  of  dreams 
and  memories  in  tke  past* 

But  wkat  no  one  considered  was  tke  fact  that  Jesus  himself  had 
predicted  this.  He  had  foretold  that  the  stone  which  the  builders 
would  reject,  would  become  the  head  of  the  corner.  That  old  worthless 
body  was  gone,  and  it  had  been  replaced  with  the  new  and  glorious 
risen  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

The  full  significance  of  Easter  is  that  Jesus  conquered  death 
and  the  grave  and  through  Him  we  may  have  eternal  life.;  f1*fe  should  be 
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tma   ^acli  C&ristiaa.  a  cause  for  joy  and  tkanksgiving  now,  and  so£ieta.ing 

rkick  wo  Baa  anticipate  ftt  tke  close  ftf  tkis  eartkly  Ills. 

Dorlftg  Jorld  Wan-  II  tkings  bocaiae  so  bad  In  uany  areas  bkat  many 
times  people  were  evacuated  for  tkeir  own  safety.  In  Portugal  a 
■lftftlftaftJC7  Wka  itdvioud  to  send  ki&  fftftrlljr  back  to  ungland  *er 
tkeir  safety.  So  one  morning  ke  saw  kis  wife  and  kis  eigkt  ckild- 
ren,  as  well  as  kis  sister  and  ker  tkree  ckildren  loaded  aboard  aft 
ocean  liner,  bound  for  England.  He  remained  bekind. 
On  tku  Sunday  following  tkeir  departure  ko  stood  before  kis  ft  ft* 
gregation  and  announced,  "I've  just  received  word  tkat  all  my 
family  kavo  avrivod  safely  ko^u,"  He  tkon  led  tke  service  uf 
worsklp.  It  was  only  after  tke  service  was  over  tkat  tke  full 
neaning  of  tke  words  became  knoim  to  kie  people.  He  kad  received 
«  telegram  just  before  tke  start  of  tke  service,  informing  kim 
tkftt  a  submarine  kad  torpedoed  tke  skip  and  ©v&rona  on  board  kad 
died.  But  ke  knew  tkat  all  of  kis  family"  were  believers,  and  tkey 
kad  reucksd  kome  safely.  And  altkougk  overcome  witk  yritsf  ftt  tke 
loss,  ke  was  able  to  continue  tkrougk  tke  grace  of  God,  knowing 
tkat  kis  loved  ones  were  enjoying  eternity,  tkrougk  tke  sacrifice 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Ckrist. 

Wkat  a  cause  for  celebration.  Jesus  made  it  possible  for  man 

"to  cross  from  darkness  to  dawn;  from  deatk  to  life;  from  tke  old  to 

tke  new.   It  skould  be  "HAPPY  NEW  TEAR"  tkls  Easter  and  every  Easter, 

"Jesus  Ckrist  is  risen  today,  Alleluia"  and  Amen. 


Walk  in  love,  as  Christ  also  hath  loved  us,  and. 
hatii  given  himself  for  us,  an  offering  and' a 
orifice  to  God,  for  a  sweet  smelling  savour." 

ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvania 
First  Sunoav  After   Easter  April  21,    1 971* 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Velma  Collins,   Organist 
Mb.   Ralph  Coofer,    Choir  Director 
Bill  Wattehson,    Steve  Basehore  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Sywphoni c  Prelude"  Salonie 

"Sunrise:"  Nordman 

Si  lent  Prayer 
•Fpocessional  Hymn   No.    30     "Guide  me,    0   Thou   great  Jehovah" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
■Exhortation 
♦Confession   (In  Unison)   "0   Goo,    gracious  and   long-bufferi ng, 

mO  OELIGHTEET  IN  MERCY  AND  "ILLS  THAT  ALL  SHOULD  RETURN 
UNTO  THEE  AND  LIVE!  FAROON,  »'E  BESEECH  VOU ,  OUR  MANY  SLACK 
AND  EMPTY  HOURS,  OUR  DISTRUST  OF  YOU,  OUR  IMPATIENCE  UNDER 
YOUR  REBUKES,  THE  EV I L  WC  HAVE  DONE,  THE  GOOD  WE  HAVE  LEFT 
UNDONE,  AND  ALL  THE  MANIFOLD  TRANSGRESSIONS  OP  WHICH  OUR 
CONSCIENCES  ARE  AFRAID,  ANO  GRANT  US  GRACE  TO  LIVE  HENCE- 
FORWARD  IN  CHARITY,  OREDTEMCE  ANO  DEVOUT  SUBMISSION  TO 

your  will;    through  jesus  christ  our  loro.     amen.  " 
•Kyrie        (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance   of  Par  bon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:     Ano  our  mouth   shall  show   forth  thy   praise. 
•DoxoLogy        No.    55' 
Scripture   Lesson:        John  20i    19-29 
Hymn  Mo.    239        "Ask   ye  y'Hat  great   thins    I    know" 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith    (Statement   of   Faith) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:     The  Lord   be  »ith  you. 
•People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer   ano  Prayer  Response 
Offerins 

Offertory  "Spring   Flowers"  hainer 

Oute:      "Ps       iOUS  Lore,    Take  My  Hand"   Dorsey     Dutch  &  Hoytoy 

Bo  lam 
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Sermon:  "'.tITHOUT  A   D0U3T!" 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    2^3      "Make  me   a  captive,    Lord" 
•Benediction   and  Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pobtlude:  "Allegro"  Heyseh 

------   *Congrecation   Standing  -----    -_— 

The   Lovely   Flo'"ers   on    the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    George  Pflugh   in  memory  of  their  daughter 
Pamela. 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      'Don  Kingsley,    Daryl 

Tait,    John  Dreher,    Gary   Penar. 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   Ralph   Ki llean  will  represent   Council  at 

the  door   today. 
Nursery   is   provided   today   nv  Mrs.   Peg  Covert   and 

Paula   Stephenson. 
Last  Sunday   ok   had   a  total  of   381. 
■  Hospitalized:      George   Eichhobn   -  Allegheny  Gen.    Hosp./j 
r  TUESDAY   -    7=30   -    BOARD   OF  CHRISTIAN   EDUCATION.—   CM^t-ie 
Tuesday  and   Thursday   evenings  -  Work   night  at   the      £/£c7 

APARTMENT   I  1 0  WaLKER  Av E .    THERE  IS  A  LOT  OF  PAINT- 
ING TO  BE  DONE  -  »»E  NEED  YOUR  HELP  -  MEN  AND  WOMEN, 

SATURDAY  -   S-9  -  Y-OUTH   SWitt     PARTY  -  YMCA.      Refresh- 
ments  RflLL   5e   at  the   Don   Kennedy   residence.      The 
Youth   can   at  picked  up   at   approximately   10:30. 

NATIONAL    CAY   OF  PRAYER   ''ILL  BE   OBSERVED  -    April   30  - 
Tuesday    in  our  Church. 


Mr.   &  Mrs.   Herman  Custead  would   like  to  thank   the 
members   for  cards,    prayers,    visits,    and  for  Rev. 
Link's  visits   ano   Prayers.      They  would   also   like 
to  thank  the  Women's  Fellowship   for   cookies   and 
jelly   3eans .  from  the  oustead  wl th   love   -  - 


a  life  that    is  full   is  a  life  that    is  changed. 
Those  who   do   not  accept   the   risen   Christ   lead   lives 

THAT     ARE     EMPTY.         THEY     LACK    THE     PO'"ER    OF    God'b     SpIRIT, 

the  joy  of  h|8  presence. 

The  resurrection  of  Christ,  therefore,  is  not  a 

MERE  HISTORICAL  RECORD.    It  IS  THE  VERY  DYNAMIC  OF  GoD, 

the   Power  thatTransporms   our   life,    that  makes    It  confoht 
more  closely   to  His,      Easter  means   that  we   now  have 
life    in  all   its  fullness.  atd  assoc. 


Sunday,  April  5,  1970 
Mr.  Halph  Link,  Lay  !iinister 


Prelude 

Li.;htinc  ',he  Candles  of  liorship 

*Bym  Ho.  80 

^Invocation  end  Chord  Introit 

•Prayer  of  Confession  -  Our  Heavenly  Father,  who 
by  Your  love  jade  :ie,  enfi  through  Tour  love  have 
kept  ae,  and  in  Your  love  would  stake  'ic  perfect,   I 
humbly  confess  that  I  have  not  loved  You  with  all 
ny  heart,   soul,  nind  and  strength,   and  that  I  have 
not  loved  ^jy  nui'^ibor  fa  Christ  loved   le.     Your 
life  i3  within  ay  soul  but  ay  selfishness  has 
hindered  You.     I  have  not  lived  by  faith,     1  h.'ve 
resisted  Your  siirit.      I  have  neglected  Your 
ins.-iii-ttions.     Forgive  what   I  have  been;  help  ae  to 
anend  what  I  pa;  and  in  Your  Spirit  direct  what  I 
should  be;  that  You  y.iay  coae  into  the  full  Qlory  of 
Your  creation,   in  ne  and  in  all  nen,  through  Josus 
Christ  our  Lord,  men. 

*The  Kyrie 

■The  .'.ssurance  of  Pardon 

■The  Gloria  Patri 
Jiesponsive  ifeadin;,  Sel.  34,  Page  5^4 
Hym  No,  239 

The  Scripture  Lesson  -  John  20:19-29 
Pastoral  Prayer  and  Choral    :esponse 
Offertory 

*DoxolO;j  rnd  Det';ic;tion  of  Tithes  and  Offerings 
The  Anthen     "Scatter  Sunshine"         The  Junior  Choir 
The  Serion         "without  a  Doubt" 

«::ym  ;iq.  176 

*3cncdiction  and  Choral  llesponse 
*Postlude 

J>Inuic;tos  that  we  strnd 
Grceters 
",ir.  end  ttrs,  E.  A.  Beck 


) 


;jsioracEHJTS 

This  afternoon  at  2:00  -  Consiatory  "feetinc 
cdncsday  evenina  at  6:30  -  Junior  Choir  BehearsAl 


■ednesday  cveninr;  at  7:1^  -  Senior  Choir  .Eehoarsal 
Uednesday  evenin, ,  .t  C:0G  -  Double  G  Class  Jleetinc 
Thursday  evenin,-,,  ■  t  o:Q0     -  -:ashin;J'ton  To'-.nship 
Co-inittee  will  acet   in  the  hoae  of  *lrs.   '.j'ilr.icr 
i.einel. 

Friday,  April  10  -  The  Vac- 1 ion  Jible  School  work- 
shop will  be  held  v.'ith  two  sessions  at  1:00  p,n.  and 
7:30  -"".a.     All  staff  aeabers  and  teachers  arc  asked 
to   contact  Faye  Cox  about  attending. 
Sunday.  April  12  -  If  present  schedules  are  .v-in- 
tuined,  ,iev.  Kettering  will  be  in  our  pulpit  for 
his  first  si  raan  as  ninister  at   First  Church, 

ilr3.   Curt   pessie}  Hill  wishes  to  thank  everyone 
for  a  rds,  f  lowers  and  pr.  yers  extended  on  her  be* 
h.  If,     Bessie  is  recuperating  at  hoae,     tkry  Luke- 
la  rt  continues  to  oake  progress  and  is  still  n 
hospital  patient.      Itora  DeVillinc  underwent  surrjeiy 
last  Ifcnday  in  Citi-iens  Hospital  and  is  recovering 
nicely.     John  itowley,  gr;ndson  of    Ir.  rnd  llrs,   ftiul 
.io'icy,   -..as  able  to  spend  Easter  at  hone  after  flav- 
in:, ^en  hospitalized. 

The  rosebuds  on  the-  altar  announce  the  arrive  1  of 
two  baby  iArls,  the  one  born  to  Mr.  ant',  Hrs, 
Preston  (Linoa  J;  rker)  Saith,   rnd  the  other,  Judith 
Lynn,   born  to  S/Sat.  and  jlrs,  '.lilliai  Frajiton. 

The  Doubia   G  Class  will  hold  a  eookina.  dovmstr.  tion 
at  the    .est  Perm  Po  er  3uildinj;  in  "ashinfjton 
Ta-.-nihip  on  April  21  at  7:30  P-'a.     Donations  I  re 
fifty  cente.per  person  l»;  tickets  ;v.y  be  obtrined 
froa  cliiS3  ambers. 


Just  so  happen  T]ros  carp  by  trade  2/ 

While  Abbanes  in  mkt  place,  Js  came  up  said, 
"Wouldst  thou  buy  a  carpenter?" 

bbanes  say,  "Yea." 

Jb  say;  "I  have  slave  that  carp,  I  desire  sell." 
At  this  he  point  Thos  in  distance. 

f  vy   agree  price  &  Thos  sold 
a^eement  read;  "I  Js,  3on  of  Jos  carp,  acknowledge 
I  have  sold  my  slave  Thos  by  name  unto  thee  Abbanes 
a  merchant  of  Gundaphorus ,  king  of  the  Indians," 

After  deed  drawn  up,  Js  take  %«c  to  jtbtonnns  7~Mo£ 
Abbanes  ask  Thos,  "Is  this  your  master?" 
Thos  reply,  "Indeed  he  is." 
Abbanes  tell  him,  "I  have  bot  you  from  him." 
Thos  no  reply. 
But  in  morn  he  rise  early, pray 

after  prayer  he  say  Js ,  "I  will  go  whither  thou 
wilt  Lord  Js;  thy  will  be  done." 

Story  then  go  on  tell  How  Gundaphorus  command  Thos 
bild  palace  &  Thos  told  him  he  can  do 

ICing  gave  Thos  all  money  needed  bpy  materials,  & 
hire  workmen. 
But  Thos  give  all  away  to  poor 
He  keep  telling  king,  "Palace  rising  steadily." 

3ut  king  grow  suspicious, 
finally  sends  Thos,  asks,  "Hast  thou  bmlt  toe  palac 
Thos  answer,  "Yes." 

When  shall  we  go  see,  asks  king? 
Thos  answers;  "Thou  canst  not  see  it  now,  but  when 
thou  departest  this  life,  then  thou  shalt  see  it." 

king  angry,  Thos  life  endangered, 
but  finally  king  won  over  xpianity,  this  how  Thos 
brought  xpianity  to  India. 

two  things  stand  out  life  Thos 

1st,  he  actually  refuse  believe  that  which  cannot 

see.   Would  not  trust,  in  this  respect  absolutely 

honest. 
Thos  not  kind  man  blindly  tell  of  faith  -  no  belie 
Tennyson  wrote;  "There  lives  more  faith  in  honest 

doubt,  believe  me,  than  in  half  the  creeds." 

(Illustration  Baptist  Fish) 

This  true  all  denom. 
Easter,  JCmas  good  examp  this 
full  church,  many  come,  &  no  idea  what  they  belie 
Oh,  have  some  vague  notion  Js, 
but  ends  there. 


"Without  A  Doubt!" 
Text:  John  20:24-29 

In  world  S-  nation  make  use  word  doubt  often 
In  merchandizing,  whether  car,  washer,  appliance 
(  ?  anything  else,  without  doubt,  best  on  market 

Jury  tol>  "if  resonable  doubt,  then  aquit" 
People  show  doubt  in  belief  of  all  kinds 
Thomas  in  Scripture  could  very  well  say,  "I  doubt 
certainly  very  sceptical 
we  call  doubting  Thomas, 
this  respect  we  show  feelings  toward  doubters 

Thomas  may  been  doubter,  or  sceptic,  but  very  loyal 
Loved  Js,  disc. 

reason  thot  not  with  other  discs,  grief  stricken 
no  want  others  see  this 
since  lived  Js  so  much,  made  statement,  would  no 
believe  until  he  saw  for  self 
When  saw,  made  complete  acceptance,  "My  lord, 
and  My  God." 

Latter  life  Thoa  not  really  known, 
book  supposedly  life  of  Thos  called,  "ACts  Of  Thos 
Only  legendary  story, 

but  true  to  character  as  far  as  Thos  concerned 
Story  like  this: 

After  death  Js,  discs  divide  up  world  among  them 
Each  took  section  known  world  preach  spred  Gospel 
India  fell  Thos  by  lot. 
Some  truth  here,  cause  Thomist  church  South  India, 
"t   ce  origin  Thos 

At  1st  Thos  refuse  go,  said, 

"I  am  an  Hebrew  man;  how  can  I  go  among  the  Indians 

and  preach  the  truth?" 

Js  appeared  nite,said;  "Thos,  fear  not,  go  thou  int 

India  "-,  preach  the  word  there  for  my  grace  is  with 

thee." 

But  Thos  stubbornly  refuse,  said; 

"Master,  whither  thou  sendest  me  I  will  go,  send  me 

but  send  me  elsewhere,  for  unto  the  Indians  I  will 

not  go." 

Just  so  happened  certain  merchant  came  from  India 

o  Jerusalem. 
His  name  Abbanes 

Was  sent  by  King  Gundaphorus  find  akilled  carp 
bring  back  India 


jo  easy  stand  before  cong,  say  few  I  Do's,      3/ 

then  you  a  Xpian 
almost  as  easy  as  getting  married. 
le   have  mixed  up  Churchianity  for  Christianity. 

We  been  reaping  benfits  for  many  yrs,  with  empty 
pews  Sc  half  committed  peop 

ve  long  list  peop  on  roles,  but  not  there  cause 
hx>  commitment  to  Js  Christ. 
Relig  not  taken  seriously 

We  should  have  Thos  doubt, 
we  should  question  all  of  relig  from  Apost  creed 
We  should  question  about  Bible. 
jo  easy  say,  "Well,  I  accept  B.  as  inspired 
word  of  God,"  but  what  does  that  mean  to  you? 

But  should  find  out  what  we  believe, 
find  out  who  wrote,  when  how  written,  what  about 

(Illustration  Bible  for  present) 

We  may  never  receive  a  gift  copy  compliments  of 
author,  but  we  should  know  His  word. 

Nother  point  Thos,  way  he  made  up  mind. 
Once  sure ,  he  went  all  way. 
He  say  Js,  "My  Lord,  and  My  God." 
nothing  %   here. 
He  go  all  way 
This  we  need  today,  more  dedicated  men  fe  women. 

More  peop  on  fire  for  Lord, 
&  not  just  in  pulpits  either 

Too  many  lukewarm  xpians 
Only  time  many  give  Allegiance  God,  when  need  help 
"•lany  only  need  help,  hatched,  matched,  dispatched 

Bapt,  marry,  bury. 
Too  many  only  need  church  when  problems  or  trouble 

To  have  doubts  human 

we  all  have  them. 
I  know  sceptic  asks  show  me  risen  Lord2 

Cannot  actually  prove  this,  nor  more  prove  air 

We  know  air  all  round  us,  cannot  see  it,  but  there 

So  impossible  prove  resurrection  Js. 

We  must  accept  as  Thos,  "My  Lord  &  My  God." 

Js  summed  up  to  Thos,  "You  believe  because  you  can 

^e  me.  Happy  are  those  who  have  not  seen  &  yet 
_dlieve." 

We  no  see  as  Thos,  yet  we  profess  belief. 
We  should  show  acceptance  Withou  A  Doubt,  &  live  it 


Without   A  Doubt 
Text:    John   ?0;    24-^9 

In  the  world   today   and  in  our  nation  we  make  use   of  the  wrd 
doubt   nuite   often.    In  merchandising  we   say,    "This  product,    whether  it  be  a   car 
appliance  or  anything  else,    is  without  a  doubt  the  best  on  the  maraet.      In   jury- 
trials,    the   jury   is  often   instructed   that  if  they  have   a   reasonable  doubt  as   to 
the  guilt  of  an   individual,    then  it   if   their  duty  to   aquit  hin.    lejople  often 
use  the  nhrase,    "I'm  froa   ilissouri,    you'll   hrve  to   show  me,"  when  they  are! 
sceptical   about   somethings   ','ell   the  man  in  our   Scripture  this  morning  could  very 
well   have  uttered  this  phrase,    because  he  was   certainly  very   sceptical..   And  don't 
we  often  refer  to   a  person   sometimes   as  a,    "Doubting  Thomas?"  In   this   respect  we 
show  what  our  feelings  are  toward  a  doubter. 

Thomas  may  have  been  a  doubter,    or  a  pessimist  as  we  would   call 
him,   but  he  was  also  a  loyal  disciple.    lie  loved  Jesus  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
reason  why  he  was  not  with  the  other  disciples,    was  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
r'-'i  not  want   anyone   to   see  how  grief   stricken  he  was  over  the  death  of  Tesus,   so 
he   went  into  seclusion..  And   since  he   loved  Jesus  so  much  he  made   the  statement 
that  he  would  not  believe  it  was  Jesus  unless  he  actually  saw  the  nail  prints 
and  touched   them  and   saw  the  wound  in  Jesus  side..    4nd  when  he  was   convinced  that 
it   really  was   Jesus  he  made  the   complete   acceptance  of  his   Saviour  by   stating, 
"My  Lord   and  my  God." 

?he   later  life   of  Thomas  is  not   really  known,.  But  there  is  a 
book  that  is  supposedly  the  history  of  Thomas.    It  is  called,    "The  Acts  of  '^homas. " 
It  is  only  a  legendary  story,    but  it  certainly  is   true  to   character  as  far  as 
Thomas  is   concerned*  &£tExx±fes:jii£EZ±fc;:a£  The  story    ;oes  like  this,    "After  the 

'  -ci3H;j,  the  disciples  divided  the  world  up  among  them.  That  is  they -each 
took  a  certain  section  of  the  known  world  to  preach  in  and  to  spread  the  Gospel. 
India  fell   to   Thomas  by  lot.    There   is   some   truth  here   since  the   Thomist   Church 

South  India  can  trace  its  origin  to  Thomas.    At  first   Thomas  refused  to  go. 
He  used   the   excuse  that   he  was  not    strong  enough  for  the   journey,   ye   said,    "I   am 
an  Hebrew  man;    how  can  I  go  among  the  Indians  and  preach  the  truth?"  TJut  Jesus 
sheared  to  hin  at  night  and   said,    "Pear  not   Thomas,   go  thou  into  India  and  preach 


2, 

the  word  there,  for  ay  grace  is  with  thee.  "  But  Thomas  very  stubbornly  refuted. 

He  said  to  Jesus,  "Whither  thou  wouldest  send  ae,  send  oe,  but  elsewhere  for  unto 

t1   Indians  I  will  not  go. " 

How  it  just  so  hap-oened  that  a  certain  merchant  came  from  India  to 

Jerusalem.  He  was  named  Abaanes.  He  had  been  sent  by  King  Gundaphorus  to  find  a 

Skilled  carpenter  and  to  bring  him  back  to  India.  And  it  just  so  happened  that 

Thomas  was  a  carpenter  by  trade*  While  Abbanas  was  in  the  market  place,  Jesus  came 

up  to  him  and  said,.  "Wouldest  thou  buy  a  carpenter?"  Abbanas  replied,  "Yes," 

Then  Jesus  aaidr  "I  have  a  slave  that  is  a  eajrpenter,  and  I  desire  to  sell  him," 

at  this  He  pointed  tn  iiiomaa  in  the  distance.  So  they  agreed  on  a  price  and  Thomas 

was  sold.  The  agreement  they  had  between  them  read,  "I,  Jesus,  the  son  of  Joseph 

the  carpenter,  acknowledge  that  I  have  sold  my  slave  Thomas  by  name  unto  thee 

Abbanes,  a  merchant  of  C-undaphorus,  king  of  the  Indians,"  After  the  deed  was  drawn 

up  Jesus  found  Thomas  and  took  him  to  Abbanes,  Abbanes  asked  Thomas,  "Is  thi's  your 

master?"  And  Thomas  replied,,  "Indeed  he  is."  Abb.-nes  told  him,  "I  have  bought 

t1  --e  from  him.  "  Thomas  said  nothing.  But  in  the  morning  he  rose  early  arid  prayed. 

After  his  prayer  he  said  to  Jesus,  "I  will  go  whither  thou  wilt  Lord  Jesus;  thy 

will  be  done. " 

The  story  then  goes  on  to  tell  how  ^undaphorus  commanded  Thomas  to 

build  a  palace  and  Thomas  told  him  thatlhe  was  able  to  do  so.  nhe  king  gave  Thomas 

all  the  money  that  he  needed  to  buyt  the  materials  and  hire  the  workman,  ^ut 

Thomas  gave  it  all  away  to  the  poor.  He  would  keep  telling  the  king  that  the 

ualace  was  rising  steadily.  But  the  king  grew  suspicious.  Finally  he  sent  for 

Thomas..  And  he  asked,  "Hast  thou  built  ae  the  palace.  "  And  Thomas  answered, 

"Yes. "  When  then  shall  we  go  and  see  it,"  asked  the  king?   Thomas  replied,  "Thou 

canst  not  see  it  ncfi,  but  when  thou  departest  this  life,  then  thou  shalt  see  it." 

At  first  the  king  was  very  angry  and  Thomas  was  in  danger  of  his  life.  But  fianlly 

the  king  was  won  over  to  Christianity  and  this  is  how  Thomas  brought  Christianity 

+   India. 

There  are  two       th.it  stand  out  in  the  life  of  Thomas,  The 

first  thing  is  the  fact  that  he  absolutely  refused  to  say  that  he  believed,  when 

indeed  he  did  not.  In  this  repect  he  was  absolutely  honest.  Thomas  had  to  be  sure. 


% 

Thomas  was  not  the  kind  of  man  who  would  blindly  tell  of  hi  „ 
faith  and  not  believe  in  it.  Tennyson  wrote,.  "There  lives  more  faith  in  honest 
d^  >t,  3elieve  me  than  in  half  the  creeds. " 

There  is  a  story  told  of  a  Baptist  minister  who  was  strolling 

along  the  sea  walk  during  a  convention  of  his  members  in  Charleston,.  He  happena 

to  meet  an  old  colored  man  fishing*  Forv  a  long  time  he  watched  the  man  sit  very 

patiently  waiting  for  a  bite.  Finally  he  got  a  bite  and  hooked  the  fish  and 

pulled  him  in.  It  was  an  odd  looking  fish  and  the  minister  asked  what  kind  it 

was..  The  man  replied  that  it  was  called  a  Baptist  fish* "A  3aptist  fish  the  minister 

asked,."  rather  sceptically-  "Sure?,,  said  the  man,  "They  call  them  that  because 

they  spoil  so_fast  after  they  are  taken  out  of  the  water."  "Tow  this  is  true  of 

all  denominations*/!  Many  people  come  into  them,  but  they  have  no  we  idea  ±a  what 

&e±±bxe*  it  is  they  believe..  Oh,  they  have  a  vague  notion  about  Jesus,  but  thats 

about  where  it  ends..  It  is  so  easy  to  stand  before  the  rest  of  the  congregation, 

and  say  a  few,  "I  do's"  and  then  you  are  a  christian*  It's  almost  as  easy  as  gett* 

married.  I  think  that  in  many  repsects  the  churches  that  require  a  period  of 

classes  for  prospective  members  have  a  good  idea..  I  think  that  because  we  have 

made  Christianity  so  easily  obtained,  we  are  reaping  it  with  the  emrty  churches 

and  a  long  list  of  people  on  the  roles  who  should  be  there^  Religion  is  not  taken 

as  seriously  as  it  should  be.  V.'e  should  have  a  certain  amount  of  Thomas's  doubt. 

This  questioning  should  involve  all  facets  of  our  religion  from  the  meaning  of 

the  Apos%les  Creed  to  the  structure  of  the  3ible.  It  is  so  easy  to  repeat  the 

Creed  and  never  really  know  what  it  means.  And  it  is  so  easy  to  say,  "Veil,  I 

accept  the  Bible  as  the  inspired  word  of  God.."  And  let  it  ro  at  that*  But  what 

we  should  do  is  to  try  to  find  out  just  what  it  is  that  the  Creed  means.  And  we 

/>  o  '  //yi 
should  dig  into  the  Bible  to  see  who  wrote  it  and  how  it  was  written  and  the  '**■>*■,•-* 

<S    Is  if  at    It    JA/j      r*     tjf      /»    Mr     C/s*£-      V-  * 

circumstances  under  which  it  was  written.      This  would  help  not  only  to  make  more  % 

dedicated  Christians,   but  people  who  were  well  versed  in  their  religion  and  who 
ilcl   take  it    seriuosly  enough  to  be  a  real   active  Christian* 

Tlw~  q-QOPnrl  point  &$  Thomas*,  was  the  fact  that  once  he  made  up  his 
mind,    or  when  he  was   sure,    he  went  all  the  way.   He  answered  Jesus     „:.]y  Iord  and 


4. 
my  God."  He  was   sure   md   with  this   surety   he  was  willing  to  go  all   the  way.  -.je 
did  not   stoo  half  way  and   just   say,    "My  Lord."  ITo  he  had   to  give   all  4f  the  title 
V    Tesus..  This  is  another  thi.  eed  in   r.ir  religion  today,   ''ore  dedicated  men 

and  women.    And   I  don't .forBt   mean,  behind  the  pulpit  either.    Too     many  of  our  church 
people  are  luke  warm  Christians.   The  only  tine  they  really  give  the  allegiance  to 
their  Saviour  is  when  they  are  in  need  of  help.    A  minister  friend  caf  mine  once 
told  me  that   the  people  who  demand   the  most   as  far  as  religious   services  are   con- 
cerned,   are  the  ones  who  never  darken  the  doorway  of  the   churah.   But  just  let  one 
of  their  loved  ones  die  or  become  ill,    and  they   expect   the  minister  to  be   right 
on  the   job  at   their  bed'  and   call.      To  be  halfi  ay   in  our   religion  is  ±s  almost 
ss  bad   as  having  no  religion   at  all.   we  need   to  live  it   as  well   as  confess  it. 

Po   have  doubts  as   Thomas  did   is   human.    All  of  us  have   them  from 
time   to   time.    But   when  it   comes  to   our   Christianity  we   can  have  no   doubts,    rh, 

I  know  that  the  sceptical   ask  for  proof  of  Jesus  as  the   Risen  Lord.    Bat   to   try 
to  prove  this  is  almost   as  difficult  as  trying  to  orove  that  there  is  such  a 
tUi"ng  as  air..  We  know  that   it  is  all   around  us,   but   we    can't  see   it.     jut  does 
this  mean  it  does  not   exist?   Of  course  not,    so   it  is   just   as  impossible  to   nrove 
the   Resurrection   of  Jesus..  We  must   accept  it  by  faith.    We  must  accept  f'im  as 

our  Lord   And   our  God. by  faith  s*so.    This  is  perhaps  a  difficult   thing  for  bob* 
A 

Christians  to  do,    especi- ll;y   if  they  are  of  a  doubting  nature.  But  Jesus  summed 
it  up  when  He  said  to   Thomas,    "You  believe  because  you  can  see  me.    Hap^y  are 
those  who  have  not  seen  and  yet  believe. "  We   have  not   seen  Jesus  as   the  disciples 
and   Thomas  did,    and  yet  we  profess  to  believe.    We  have   accented  Jesus  as  our 
Lord   and   our  God,,  and   so  we   should   show  this  acceptance  by  not  being  doubtful 
about  our  Christianity.     We   should  kBywitftwwAxaxitaHkta:  live  the  Christian  life, 
and  believe  in  our  Saviour  without   any  doubts   at  all..  Then  when  we   profess  our 
faith,    we  can  truely  say,    "I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ    .ithout  a  doubt." 
Let  us   iray. 


The   earth  is   full  of  the   goodness   of  the  Lord: 
By  the   word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens   made'. 
He^ice   in   the   Lord,   0  ye  righteous:    for  praise   is 
Cc       ly      ST>   PAULi3  UN|teD  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST    for   the    upright. 
Butler,    Pennsylvanj a 
Second   Sunday  After  Easter  April  ££,    1 97** 

Rev.    Ralph  C    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.    Velma  Cqlljns,    Organist 

Mb,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 

Bill  Wattcr-son,    Steve  Basehore  -   Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    IttOO  A.M. 

Prelude  Music;         "Anoante   Pastorale    ,     in  A"      Spence 
"Prelude  Serteuse"        Strickland 

3l LENT    PRAVER 

"Process  I  onal  Hymn  Nq„    177    "Sing   with  all  the  sons   of  glory1" 
•Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 

"EkHQRTATIQN 

*Cqnfession    (In  Unison)    "Gracious   God,    Father  of   our 
Lord   Jesus   Christ,    you   have   promised   to   receive  us 

when   we    come    to    you.      v_    confess    that    *e    have   sinned 

AGAINST  YOU  IN  THOUGHT,  *"QHD  AND  DEED.   We  HAVE  0  1  S- 

qneyed  your  law,   w_  have  not  loved  you  or  cur  neighbors 
as  *e  should.   Forgive  us,  0  God,  and  grant  that 
we  may  live  and  serve  you  in  newness  of  life;  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,   Amen." 

"Kyrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  or   Fradon  -  Choral  Amen 

*PPAlSE 

•Pastor"   t0  Lord  open  our  lips 

"People!  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

*DoXO'LO<3Y  Wo.     55' 

Scripture   Lesson:  Philippians   3:    7-?l 

Hymn  Wo.      25^        "Jesus,    I    live   to    Thee11 
"Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
"Gloria  Patri 
"Call   to   Fraver 

*Pastor".      The   Lord   oe  *  1  th   you. 
*People:      And  with  thy   spirit. 
*Pastor:      Let   us  Pray. 
"Prayer   and   Frayer   Response 
Offer l ng 

Offertory  "Adagio   Cantaei  le"  Beethoven 

Anthem:  "I    Walked    Into   the  Garden"      sy  Weaver 


Sermon:  "OLD  BEDSTEADS,    ANYONE?" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 

Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    4-69      "I    need   Thee   every   hour" 
•Benediction  and  Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pqstluoe:  "Maestoso'1  Martin 

_________   *Cqngreg*t  ion   Standing   ------ 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the   Altar  have  been   placed 

av  'Mr.    &.  Mrs.    Custead    in  memory  of  Mr.   &  Mrs,    Jo>hn 

Reinhqld   -   "Parents11,        (Mr,    &  Mrs,    Herman  Custead) 
Those   sfrving    as   Ushers   today   are!      "Raymond   Covert, 

Rospie  ViNfioE,    Brian  Pfa?e,    Robert   Dellen,    Chris 

Pfage. 
Elder   Arthur  Snyder  will  represent   Council  at  the 

door  today. 
Mrs.    Linda  McMillin,    Jane   and  ELIZABETH  Armstrong 

wjll   be   in   the  Nursery   today. 
Hospj tali  zed :      Mr.    George   ErcHHaRNt    Allegheny  Gen. 

Hosp.   -  Pitts.;     Harold  Camphell,   Mrs.   Matthew 

Dickson    (Helen)   -  BCMH. 
Congratulations   to   Mr*    &  Mrs.    Roland   Thompson  -  new 

grandson     ~   bqv  bqftn  to  m.r  ,.   &  mrs  .    clyde   curry  -bcmh. 
Remember  May  B  -  Mother  and   Daughter  Tureen  Dinner  - 

6:0^  -  The  Circle   Squares    (Mary  Martha  Cir.)   are    in 

charge  of   the   program  and  will   entertain   us  with 

THEIR  FAMOUS  SUFRISE  TALENT.   MaKE  A  DATE  NOW  WITH 

your  Mother*    Daughter,    Niege  or   just   a   friend.      Meat 
and   dessert   and    beverage  *  i  ll   re   provided   -  you  will 
need   a   tureen  and  table   service. 
~-r   TUESDAY   -   7:30  -   NATIONAL   DAY   OF   PRAYER    in   OUR   Church. 
Day  declared   ay   the   Congress    in  which   they  are   asking 
for  a  day   of  Humiliation,    Fasting    and   Prayer   and   to 
turn  to  god  and  ask  his  guidance  amd  help    in  our 
Country, 
=*-  WEDNESDAY  -  7:30  -   CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING 

THURS.   -  The  Newsletter  will  re  fupushed  -  please 

have  all  material    in  sy  ^eone^d ay , 
Attendance   last  Sunday   -  22$ 
The  Confirmation  Pictures   are    in   the  Otice  -  they 

ARE    flEAJTJFUL    "     See     Bea     [M     the     Off1CE     ~     $^-00    EACH. 

'~       I    Tuitn      &   Thurs.    -  Wem»k   night    in   the  apartment   at    110 
*-"«-_:  7    Walker   Ave. 

May  5  -   Lake  Erie  Association  Meeting   -  Lors   Wq&an 
and  Ann  Williams  -  Delegates  -  St.   Marks   -New  HamsuRg. 
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He  goes  on  to  say  vs  12b  2/ 

then  vs  14- 

)tllustration  Daniel  '.Jebster  statement) 

1  .s  what  Paul  getting  at. 

He  sayings  must  leave  all  worthless  monuments  we 

tend  bild,  behind 

must  point  selves,  others  Almighty  God,  thru 
snowing  them  Js  Xp. 
How  many  u  know  wrapped  up  in  old  bedstead? 
11  w  many  us  so  concerned  things-objects  =bedstead 

(Illustration  London  Hewsp„per  prize) 

This  in  essence  what  Paul  trying  tell  peop  Philippi  ! 
lie  say-  vs  17 

rast  week  working  as  chap,  of  wk  for  But.  Council 
churches 
reminded  house  worked  in  several  yrs  ago. 
Couple  live  house,  no  children 
adopted  every  stray  cat,  dog,  hurt,  crippled  etc.  j 
even  went  out  town  pick  up 
she  said  spent  4-0-50  dollars  month  med. -animals.  I 

Tirars  called  on  woman  upset  be  in  hospital 
Listened  story  soon  evident  why  upset. 

About  IS  yr  an;otook  in  home  foster  baby  boy 
he  afflicted  cerebral  palsy 
gave  boy,  all  love  &.   concern 

Heal  mother  want  institutionalize  boy,  sever  all  tii 
expert  say,  boy  die  6  mos,  because  loss  love 
able  adopt  boy  „s  own 

now  18  only  about  this  big,  (2  feet) 
I  j   knows  them,  loves  them  &  they  love  him. 
Boyhrequires  all  time  &  efforts,  both  hus.  &  wife 

ihis  why  she  upset  in  hosp  broken  back,  anxious  got 
real  clincher,  she  spend  4-0—50  dollar  med.     homi 

Here  2  cases  sane  arat  money  spent  died. 
1  for  animal,  other  humans 

Why  normal  healthy  -eop  take  24-  hr,  7day  wk  job 

care  someone  else  afflicted  child? 
Why  on  other  hand  person  lavish  all  lave,  animal 
more  humane  destr§iy,  &  neglect  use  time-money 

helping  other  humans? 

;w  York  classic  examp  too  many  animals,  peop  no 
concern  other  humans. 


"Old  Bedsteads,  Anyone?" 

Te^-:  Deut.  3:11,  "For  only  Og  the  king  of  Bashan 
wa  left  of  the  rnraaant  of  the  Hephaim;  behold,  his 
bedstead  was  a  bedstead  of  ironj  is  it  not  in  Habbah 
of  the  Ammonites?  Nine  cubits  was  its  length,  and 
ti        tfubits  its  breadth,  according  to  the  common  cute 
ihilippians  3:14,  "I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for 
the  prize  of  the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Much  ado  made  over  size  peop  ;i  things,  present  world 
oports,  biggest,  heviest  linemen  for  football 
Basketball,  loo'rs  fellow3  over  6  ft 
Business,  industry,  trying  make,  package  lge 
economy  sizes 
In  Bible  story  of  man,  who  last  in  long  line  tribe 
of  giants 
group  known  as  Hephaim 
story  in  Deut  3 
Moses  telling  story, 
(read  this  story) 

Bedstead  referred  to  considered  be  burial  sarcophogu 
Made  like  bedstead. 
cubit  18in.  length  13)5  ffr,  wirdth  6  ft 
can  see  large  man 
Prom  story  determine  Og  last  of  giants 
he  destroyed  E:  only  bedstead  remain 

We  looking  back  ancient  history, 
even  back  there,  inclination  strive  vast  kingdoms, 
f  lires,  wealth,  amass  fortunes 
■  reached  hts  in  power-riches 
Yet  overthrown  by  Isites,  &  now  they  turn  be 
figurative  giants  of  world 
Prominent  wealthy  man  died,  question  asked,  "How 
much  did  he  leave?? 

oomeone  answer,  "He  left  everything." 
les,  everything  left  behind  at  passing  of  every  111 
..  sometimes  only  thing  mark  passing,  old  iron  bed 

Contrast  life  Og  -  life  Paul  tells  about  in  Script " 

XXa^XiaxaaKaXIlSaieKiiilXfiied.lSXellas^'liJEr.allXtHiitgs 

EfflHanE.iKaa  ■  as  ifeEMia 

C^ad  Phil  5:8) 

.Jaul  stating,  nothing  more  worthwhile  in  world 
than  serve  Master  Js  Xp,  all  else  nothing 


In  the  book  James  we  read,  3/ 

"If  a  brother  or  sister  is  illclad  &   in  lack  of 
daily  food,  and  one  of  you  says  to  them,  'Go  in 
pe  ",e,  be  wrmed  and  filled,'  without  giving  them 
ti   things  needed  for  the  body,  what  does  it  profit' 

It  is  more  important  to  care  for  the  afflicted 
h1  ans  all  around  us. 

But  u  see,  we  all  involved  bilding  monuments  some 
Diff  peop  place  diff  priority  on  what  import  kind 
We  all  prob  have  some  old  iron  bedstead  our  life 
should  get  rid  of. 

Paul  also  says  vss  18-21 

Paul  reiterating,  we  should  be  living  for  heavenly 
home, 
forget  living  to  selves  here  on  earth 

^What  will  u  &  I  leave  behind? 

,  Will  merely  be  old  iron  bedsteads  for  anyone  us? 

Someone  once  said,  "One  life  twill  soon  be  past, 

&  only  that  done  for  Js  Xp  will  last." 

"Old  Bedsteads,  Anyone?,"  or  will  it  be  that  goal 
we  press  on  toward,  for  the  upward  call  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus? 


"Old  Bedsteads,  Anyone?" 

Text:  Deut.  3:11,  "For  only  Og  the  king  of  Bashan  was  left  of  the  reranatt  of 
the  Rephaim;  behold,  his  bedstead  was  a  bedstead  of  iron;  is  it  not  in  Kabbah 
of  the  Ammonites?  Nine  cubits  was  its  length,  and  four  cubits  its  beeadth, 
ac  _>rding  to  the  common  cubit. 

Philippians  3:14,  "I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the  prise  of  the  up- 
ward call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Much  ado  is  made  over  the  size  of  people  and  things  in  our 
present  day  world*   J'or  instance,  in  sports,  the  biggest  and  heaviest  line- 
men are  sought  for  football  teams.   In  basketball,  the  teams  are  looking  for 
the  fellows  who  are  well  over  six  feet.   In  business  and  industry  everyone 
is  trying  to  make  and  package  things  in  large  economy  sizes. 

Well  in  the  Bible  there  is  a  story  of  a  man  who  was  the  last 
in  a  long  line  of  giants  of  a  certain  tribe.   This  group  was  known  as  the 
Rephnim,  and  the  sfrroy  is  found  in  -Deuteronomy  3*    Moses  is  telling  this 
story  and  we  read,  (read  3:1-11) 

"For  only  Og  the  king  of  Bashan  was  left  of  the  remnant  of  the  Rephaim;  be- 
ht._  .,  his  bedstead  was  a  bedstead  of  iron;  is  it  not  in  Rabbah  of  the  Ammonites? 
Nine  cubits  was  its  length,  and  four  c  bit?:  its  breadth,  according  to  the 
common  cubit." 

The  bedstead  referred  to  in  this  scripture  was  considered  by 
most  authorities  to  be  not  a  bedstead  as  we  know  it,  but  instead  a  burial 
sarcophogus.   Using  the  rule  of  thimb  that  a  cubit  was  18  inches  in  length, 
this  sarcophogus  would  have  been  13)£  feet  long  and  6  feet  wide.   Thus  we  wan 
see  that  it  would  have  been  made  for  a  large  man. 

From  this  story  we  can  determine  that  only  Og  remained  of 
a  tribe  of  giants  and  he  was  also  destroyed,  and  the  only  thing  left  was  his 
iron  bedstead.   We  are  looking  back  over  ancient  history,  and  even  way  back 
then,  the  inclination  was  to  strive  for  vast  kingdoms  and  empires,  for  wealth 
a-  '  to  amass  fortunes.  Og  had  reached  the  heights  in  power  and  riches.  Yet, 
he  was  overthrown  by  the  Israelites  and  it  was  now  their  tuen  to  be  the  fig- 
urative giants  of  that  part  of  the  world. 


-2- 
A  prominent  msnx&£  wealthy  man  died  not  too  long  ago  and  someone  in  striving 
tc  determine  just  how  much  money  he  had  remarked,  "How  much  did  he  leave." 
oomeone  else  answered  the  question  by  saying,  "He  left  everything."   Yes, 
xHXKfcrassicxtactiiBXKHiix&f  everything  is  left  at  the  end  of  every  life,  and 
sometimes  the  only  thing  left  to  mark  the  passing  of  someone  is  only  an  old 
iron  bedstead. 

Contrast  the  life  of  Og  with  the  life  Paul  tells  about  in  our 
scripture  where  he  states,  "For  Jesus'  sake  I  have  suffered  the  loss  of  all 
things,  and  count  them  as  refuse,  in  order  that  I  may  gain  Christ  and  be 
found  in  Him."   Paul  is  stating  that  there  is  nothing  more  worthwhile  in 
the  world  than  serving  the  master  Jesus  Christ.   All  else  is  nothing  compared 
to  this. 

e  goes  on  to  day,  "I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the  prize 
of  the  upward  call  h±S  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,"  gnd  he  urges  others  of  the 
S3"?  mind  to  do  likewise. 

Daniel  Webster  made  the  statment,  "If  we  worg  upon  marble  it  will  perish,   If 
we  work  upon  brass,  time  will  efface  it.   If  we  rear  temples,  they  will 
crumble  to  dust.   But  if  we  work  upon  men'  immortal  minds,  if  we  imbue  them 
with  high  principles,  with  the  just  fear  of  God  and  love  of  their  fellowmen, 
we  engrave  on  those  tablets  something  which  no  time  can  efface,  and  which 
will  brighten  and  brighten  to  all  eternity." 

This  is  what  Paul  was  getting  at.   He  was  saying  that  we 
should  leave  behind  us  all  of  those  worthless  monuments  we  tend  to  build  to 
HHiSBXX  ourselves,  and  we  must  point  ourselves  and  others  to  Almighty  God 
through  showing  them  Jesus  Christ.   How  many  people  do  you  know  that  are 
all  wrapped  up  in  a  monument  that  will  left  behind?   How  mqny  of  us  are 
so  concerned  with  things  and  objects  that  are  the  equivalent  of  the  old  iron 
bib^-jtead  of  King  Og? 

ijome  years  ago  a  London  newspaper  offered  prizes  for  the 
best  answers  to  the  question,  "Who  are  the  happiest  people  on  earth?" 
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The  following  were  adjudged  the  four  best  answers: 

T'he  craftsman  or  artist  whistling  over  a  job  well  done 

little  child  building  sand  castles 
A  mother,  after  a  busy  day,  bathing  her  baby 

A  doctor  who  has  finished  a  difficult  and  dangerous  operation,  and  saved 
a  human  life, 

Notice  there  are  no  playboys,  no  millionaires,  no  international  jet  setters, 

no  kings,  no  hollywood  stars,  no  people  high  on  drugs  or  other  stimulants. 

Just  plain  things  that  rquire  work  and  love.   This  in  essence  was  what  Paul 

was  trying  to  tell  these  people  in  Philppi.   lie  said,  "Join  in  imit^tin  me, 

and  mark  those  who  so  live  as  you  have  an  example  in  us."   He  was  beseeching 

others  to  follow  him  in  this  type  of  living.   He  was  telling  them  that  we 

can  look  at  the  lives  of  others  and  we  can  measure  their  Christianity  by 

their  lives. 

This  past  week  as  I  worked  in  the  hospital  as  the  Chaplain 
of  the  week,  representing  the  Butler  Area  Council  of  Churches,  I  was  reminded 
of  a  home  in  which  1  workedx&TE&zaixy&aixxag  some  years  ago.   The  couple  who 
lived  in  this  house  had  no  children.   But  they  adopted  every  stray  cat  and 
dog  that  came  around.   In  fact  they  even  went  to  distant  states  to  pick  up 
dogs  and  cats  their  friends  had  collected  and  brought  them  back  to  3utler 
and  nursed  them  back  to  health.   The  woman  told  me  they  spent  between  40  and 
50  dollars  every  month  just  in  medicine  for  these  animals. 

On  Thursday  I  called  on  a  woman  who  did  not  belong  to  a 
church  and  who  was  very  upset  because  she  had  to  be  in  the  hospital.   As  I 
listened  to  her  story  it  soon  became  evident  why  she  was  upset.   The  story 
is  that  about  13  years  ago  she  and  her  husband  took  into  their  home  a  baby 
boy  as  a  foster  child.   The  boy  was  KH±£&E±ng  afflicted  with  cerebral  palsy. 
fcfcfc&iKxxxK'&i&aiHxXETi  They  gave  this  boy  all  of  their  love  and  their  concern. 
After  a  certain  length  of  time,  the  real  mother  of  the  boy  decided  she  wanted 

place  in  an  institution,  and  wanted  to  sever  all  ties  with  him.   The  womann 
and  her  husband  checked  into  adopting  the  boy,  and  in  the  process  were  told 
that  if  the  boy  were  placed  in  an  institution,  hw  would  S*^#-  in  all  probability 
die  within  six  months,   The  reason  being  that  he  had  grown  to  love  them  in 
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his  own  special  way.   They  had  given  him  care  and  concern  that  he  had  never 

haH  before.   Eventually  they  were  able  to  adopt  the  boy  and  the  mother  was 

glad  to  be  rid  of  him.   She  told  me  the  boy  is  now  18  and  he  is  only  about 

this  big,  (about  2  feet).   She  said  he  knows  them  and  responds  to  them  and 

is  able  to  say  hello.   But  the  boy  requires  all  of  her  time  and  efforts  as 

well  as  much  of  her  husbands  Jrime.   This  is  why  she  was  so  upset  that  she  had 

to  be  in  the  hospital  with  a  broken  back,  and  was  so  anxious  to  get  home. 

But  the  real  clincher  was  when  she  told  me  that  she  spent  between  40  and  50 

a  month 
dollars  in  medicines  for  this  boy. 

Here  are  two  cases  in  whcih  the  same  amount  of  money  was  being 
spent  for  mediaines.   One  was  for  animals,  the  other  for  humans.   XKX&KX&alfgX 
aESx-fcfrKxjiHEEpia  Why  would  a  person  who  has  no  children  otherwise,  tie  herself 
down  to  a  7  day  a  week,  24-  hour  a  day  job  of  raising  someone  else's  afflicted 
child?  when  this  was  not  something  she  had  to  do?  Why  on  the  ther  hand  would 
a  person  lavish  so  much  love  on  animals,  many  of  which  it  would  have  been  more 
humane  to  destroy,  and  neglect  to  xJiEWXxka*  use  that  money  and  time  in  helping 
some  other  human?   I  love  animals,  but  I  believe  it  is  more  important  to  care 
for  the  afflicted  humans  of  the  world  than  for  the  animals. 

But  you  see  we  all  are  involved  in  building  a  monument  of 
some  kind.   Different  people  place  different  priorities  on  what  is  really 
important  to  them.   .Je  all  probably  have  some  old  iron  bedsteads  in  our  lives 
thatvwe  should  rid  ourselves  of.   jtksHXKHXisscAxHSxKsmsxiaxxikKxsxasEHisaxHX 
Ai^xEKffiitx^sia^xaxMSXi^ioiEtxkKijrxteKXXxggxxaxssTiSKxwxxjHy  Paul  also  reminds  us 
of  this  when  he  says,  "Many  of  whom  I  told  you  and  now  tell  you  even  with 
tears,  live  as  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ.   Their  end  is  destruction, 
their  god  is  the  belly,  and  they  glory  in  their  shame,  with  minds  set  on 
..  rfchly  things.   But  our  commonwealth  is  in  heaven,  and  from  it  we  await  a 
Savior,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  will  change  our  lowly  body  to  be  like 
His  glorious  body,  by  the  power  which  enables  him  even  to  subject  all  things 
to  himself." 
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Paul  Is  merely  reiterating  that  we  should  be  living  for 

t"   heavenly  home  and  forget  about  living  to  ourselves  here  on  earth* 

What  will  you  and  I  leave  behind?   Will  it  merely  be  old  bedsteads  for  anyone 

o£  us?  oomeone  coined  the  words,  "One  life,  twill  soon  be  past,  and  only 

that  done  for  Jesus  Christ  will  last."   Which  will  it  be,  old  bedsteads, 

or 

oomeone  once  penned  the  words,  "One  life,  twill  soon  be  past, 

only  that  done  for  Jesus  Christ  will  last."   What  will  you  and  I  leave  be- 
hind?  Will  it  merely  be  old  bedsteads  for  anyone  of  us?   01?  will  it  be 
that  wtexEk  goal  that  we  presson  toward,  for  the  upward  call  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus? 


ST.    rAUUS  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
butler,   pennsylvania 
Festival  of  the  Christian  Home 
Mother's  Day  May   I?,    I971* 

Rev.    Ralph  C*   Link,   Minister 
Mns  r    Velma   Colli  ns„    Organist 
Mpb.    Cynoje   SvfiEi^T,    Youth  Choir  Director 
'aula  Stephenson,    Nancy  Link  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP"    M :0O  A.M. 

Freluoe  Music!  ^Canatina"  Raff 

"Cabaletta"  Lack 

Silent  Fi-^yer 
*Frices3Jinal  Hymn   No.    12   "For  the   fteAUTV  nr  the    earth" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*E*htRtat ion 
'cnhfessjin   (lh  unison)    "christ,    we   ape  gla^  to   be 

aw    important   part    if    vaijfj    kingdom,    anp   we   joyfully 

accept   the   challenge  "'high  our  membership  sets   before 

US.        WE     ARE    GRATEFUL     FOR     THE    OPPC^T UN | TY     TO     EXPLORE 
THAT    CHALLENGE     IN    CHRISTIAN     FELLOWSHIP,      lW    nwnEP     TO 
SHARE    OUR    CONCERNS     WITH     VU     ANr     ONE     ANOTHE"     IN     CHRIST. 
Jo  IN    US     AS     WE    SEARCH     riUR     HEARTS     AN^     WILLS,     THAT    WE 
MAY    KNOW    OUR     SHORTC  "<M  I  NGB  .         SEARCH     OUR     PES  I  RES     ANP 
AMBITIONS    WITH    U3§     THAT    WE    MAY     KNOW     IF     THEY    ARE    PURE, 
SINCERE,      AN1""    WORTHY    OF    FULFILLMENT.         ACCEPT    OUR 
HONEST    SEARCHING     AS     OUR    CONFESSION     IN    CHRJST.     AmeN,  " 

•Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  anp  Pastor.) 
"Assurance  of  Faroon  -  Choral  Amen 
*f  rat  be 

*Fasttr:   '0  Lorp  open  our  lips 

*Feople:   Ant  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  p  aIse. 
*Doxology  No.  55' 

Scripture  Lesson,   f no verbs  31;  10-3' 

Hymn  No.   39^  "Come,  let  us  join  with  faithful  snULn" 
*Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles1  Cree") 
•Gloria  E-atri 

*CALL    TO     f-'AYER 

•Fastor:     The  Lor^   be  with  you. 

*FeOPLE:        An^     WITH     THY    SPIRIT. 

.  'Fastor:      Let  us   Fray, 


*F RAVER    ANP    FraYER    RESPONSE 
Off ERtNG 

Offertory:  "Lullahy"  Brahms 

Anthem!      "In  Pastures   Green"   -  Youth  Choir  - 

SoLn   -  Llovt   Link  -   by   Allene   K.    ^ixav 

Sermon:  "MOTHER*  AMP  OTHERS!" 

Frayer  amp   Lohp's   F' raver 
*Hvmn  of  Deo i Cat i on  No.    I  I    "Ye   Servants   of   Bod" 
*Benemction  ant   Three   FbU   Amen 

Organ  Fostluoe:  "Allegro"  Sarnes 

__„_____  *Congpegat Ion  StaNptng  ------- 

The   Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been  placed  oy 
Mr,    A  Mrs,    Louis   Zuntw    in  memory   of   the  ^"Mothers" 
Bessie  ZubIk   *np  Mabel  Jones. 
Serving,  as  Ushers   tohay  are!     'Wally   Feoer,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKimney,    James  Maloney,    Steve  Vahgo. 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    Earl  l-Vogan  will  reppesent   Council  at  the 

poor   topay, 
Nursery  will  be  provipep  totay  by  Mrs*   Bap-bar  a-  Vargo 
an'-  Mary   Ann   Snow* 
°"^>  Hosp  i  tali  zep  :     Mrs.   Junv  Massert  -5601;   Mr*   Herman 
Lippolp   -  377"     Mrs.   Mary  Young. 
The   attenhance    last  SuNrAY  -  £?4. 
^   The   closing  Hymn  topay  YE  SERVANTS  OF  GOD   is  the 

"National  Federation  of  Music  Club^s'Hymn  of  the  Month 
for  May".      To^ay    is   the   close  of   NATIONAL  MUSIC 
WEEK. 
Wl  wish  to  thank  Mrs.   Marilyn  Stephenson   for  playing 
the  piano   topay, 

MaHIE    STAUFFER    WOULp     LIKE     TO    THANK    THE    CONGREGAT I 0 N 
FOR    ALL    THE     UAftPS     ANP    VISITORS     ANO     l   ASTOR     Link's 

visits   an^    flayers,    while  she  was    in  the  hospital* 
George  Eickhorn  wants  to   thank   ewervH'1*  who  sent 
him  ca^rs   -   remembered   htm    in  their  f-rayers   ano   for 
the    Faster   for   his    calls. 

The   Federation  of  Music   Clurs   has   always    fseen   a   strong 
advocate   of  music    fn   religion   ann   this   year's   theme* 
"Music   Enhances   Life"   not  only   suggests  the   heautv 

ANP  PLEASURE  THAT  MUSIC  CAN  BRING  TO  ONE  '  9  LIFE,   BUT 

ALSO  REMINPS  US  OF  THE  GREAT  LOVE  OF  OUR  CREATOR, 

FROM  WHOM  THIS  BEAUTIFUL  GIFT  HAS  COME  JUST  FOR  OUR 
'                 VERY  JOY  OF  IT.    i^,...,.   *r__ 


SCRIP:   1  PETER   3:1-12;   SERH:    "MOTHERS  &  OTHERS" 


BOTH    EXAMPL5  SHO  BRKDVN   FAMLYS   AS  V.P.    DAN    ^UAYLE  FT  OUT  OS   LAFF 

NOW   IT  POLIT  CCBEC   2SPK  Tins   8.   EVN  OCUPANT  WHIT  HOTS   SEZ  IT 
WTLB   ISSUE  IN  NOV   ELECTIN    -  BUT  V.'IL  IT  BRING   BOUT  CHANG? 
HUS  WAIT  fc  C 
PETER   SETS   TH/STANDARD  FOR   TH/HOMF   IN  THIS    flCRIP 
m  HH-k  OUD  HOME   STARTS  W/MARAG 

ii urn  »  Tiimmii  tii  Mi* 


ARAG 


3GENRATTNS   MOTHRS   »  HOW  DO  D   LIKE  THFK?? 

mod  in  (.  :-7"nr- •"'  -  how  society  lks  at  this  2day 

PERHAPS  THIS  WHY  HAV  THEZ  DEFINITIN5  OF  MOTHERS  

■juiij  ii   "iinr-  "   ■■■—■--  '  "  '  «k— 

«TT»N(mCE   -   ADVIC    APPY/GIVN   2HUSBS   8.   HEN 
Mr   Ar..^.r  WOBB-COMPASSIN  8,  IT  MEANS   2B  SYMPATHETIC 
SYMPATHIZ  W/OTHRS  PROBS 
8,  HOW  CAN  U    B  SYMP7??   MIX  ,     ... 

^jjliB  iwnnnniiiuii '"J,  "LLI'    "IHU   LI"-!P)  *° 

MB3   HAV    A  HART/FEELINGS   ^FEELINGS   OF  OTHRS 

.Wlli   1  T.1   TV  GOLW  RULE  -  DO  UNTO  OTHRS  AS  IHU  0  WTO  HAV  DO 
RUT  SOXIETY  MAS  SEVERS  ALL  THIS 
TT   DO  2THEM  B'tTHEY  CAN   DO  IT  TO  U 

■iiLuu  iiii'ii'imi  ~nn   liiiiii    — -  r~.™™~- 


,LD) 


IHU 


imrrr  irHM  rrnimr       tin  jma. 


www  h  Uk^m  l  I'm 'TMRN 


iTiun  nmir  JJ—*"J— " 

1?=G  WL  BLES   WAT  Q    DO  THAT  IS  RT 

KNOWS  UP  NEEDS  ft  IF  U   ENTRUST  2HIM.HE  WTL  ANSR 
UTS   DAY   5HONOH  MOTHRS, BUT   HOW   MANY  R.EALY   DO?? 
IS   MANY   M  THINGS  OUT  OFSENS   OBLIGATIN   BCUZ  ADVERT/COMMERC" 

bh.uliiliiui  »  ib  n  umi  Til  BWiflHl  iff 


"SS^TO.  «»  »  S^D  ,«D  IT.BUT  BCUZ  U  WANT  TO 
LUV  ONE  ANOTHR 

BUT   DONT  <*GET  2THANK  G  '*ALL  U   HAV 

'  SHAH  UP   LUV  W/GOD  <*WAT  HE  HAS   TON   <*US 
IT'S  WORTH   A  TRY  1  MAYB  TH/STAPT  OF  CHANG  OUR  SOCIETY 


COMMUNITY  BIBLE  CHUHCH   -   SAGMOR?,    PA.    -  MAY   12,    1996 

PRELUDE 

GREETINGS  /JO  YS  /ANNOIINC  EM3NTS/FB ATEH   REtJUES  IS 


•RESPONSIVE  READING  fift 
•HYMN 

PRAYER/OFEFRING 
•DOXOLOGY 

KIKKX   PASTORAL  PRAYER 

XKKIFT  HYMN 

SCRIPTURE:      1   PETER   ^:1-12 

SERMON:      "MOTHERS  AND  OTHERS" 

ST.    PAUL'S,    BUTLER   -   V12/71* 
1EHCSXKTIKH 
»— ' "W 
•HYMN 

•BENEDICTION 
•POSTLUDE 

J>(,  '-L/cr*  — ■ 

j£4" 


These  few  examps 
But  U  see,  home  most  import  inst  in  world 
Isn't  ability  have  children, 

ven  woman  mental  inst.  can  have  baby. 

Hot  import  woman  can  have  child,  but  what  kind  paren 
is  she?  }****   /^wrt-^/.WAHfti*  xeun»»;v 
Uead  I  Peter  3:1-1-      sv.twfa  'Al**>r  M*r*-r- 
it   r  admonishing  women  in  HKExSsxxpx  I  Peter  3:3-1 
Telling  not  only  be  obedient  wives,  hut  be  examp 
for  husband. 
He  saying 5  "Look,  perhaps  you  married  unbeliever, 
he  may  not  believe  iri  Christ.   If  this  case 
way  win  him  over  live  as  Xpian." 
He  saying,  "Don't  be  concerned  about  the  outv„rd 
appearance  of  your  hair  so  much,  or  the  wearing  of 
Jewelry,  and  fancy  clothes,  it  is  what  is  inside 
your  heart  that  is  of  more  importance,   For  this  is 
the  imperishable  treasure  *ka±  of  a  quiet  &  ge 
spirit  &  nature  that  God  loves." 

Ihis  good  advice  for  us  today  as  well. 
We  living  in  world  obsessed  with  looks. 
We  spend  more  cosmetics  any  nation  in  world. 
I  no  talk  women  only,  men  as  well. 
Lison  ave.  decreed  past  few  yrs  men  have  changing 
bona. 
Each  yr  we  tempted  wear  new  cuts  suits  atiii  shirts 
etc,  now  even  wierd  shoes. 

.ihat   not  being  said,  this  done  make  money, 
unfortunately,  many  fooled  believing  this  cause 
soneone  really  cares  how  we  men  look. 

Loofes  today  very  important 

,  women  getting  facelifts  remove  wrinkles, 
I  luse  wrinkles  spell  old  age,  &  peop  no  want  act 

MM 
Minister  tell  of  attending  conference  each  yr  Balti. 
last  yr  attended  ..  theme  helping  peop  after  surgery 
Part  of  it  was  slides  showing  silicone  injections 
into  wonens  breasts  to  make  more  shapely. 

itfhat  this  has  do  help  minister  perform  his  ministry 
better  I  no  know. 

;  every  where  we  turn,  we  confronted  with  urge 

look  better,  dress  better,  &   bettering  of  lives 

never  mentioned. 
i    ized  how  many  peop  talk  to  tell  me,  "I  would  go 
i.  church  if  only  had  proper  clothes." 

I  would  like  someone  tell  me  where  in  Bible  it  says 

we  need  to  dress  or  look  a  certain  way  come  uods 

house , 


"Mothers  And  Others!" 


Tex„:  I  leter  5:3-1, 

"let  not  yours  be  the  outward  adorning  with  braiding 
of  hair,  decoration  of  gold}  and  wearing  of  robes, 
bl  letbit  be  the  hidden  person  of  the  heart  with 
the  imperishable  jewel  of  a  gentle  and  quiet  spirit 
which  in  God's  sight  is  very  precious." 

Today  Mother's  Day 
Good  old  Mom  will  be  wined  Sc  dined  as  magnificently 
as  average  son  or  datters  wallet  can  stand  strain 


"5astsB«Bf»  climax  Xpian  fam  wk 
Past  few  yrs  devoting  sermon  Mom,  frowned  on 
oo  day  been  expanded  Family  life  -in  ., 

ait,  ilome  interpersonal  relationships  day, 

or,  a  period  far  the  re-evaluation  between  parents 

&  children, 

or,  Father,  Mother,  Children  ■!  their  relationship  to 

the  church, 

or  whatever,  F^Sr    *>"'?'"'*     «••"-»  TV/ma.   yv     "A^  /T. 
We  could  go  on,  but  1  individ  summed  beautifully 
in  poem,  "A   1  the  women  of  the  world  belong  to  one 

or  the  other  of  two  classifications," 
poem  is  short  &  sweet, 

"There  are  mothers, 

jic '-.  there  are  others!" 

Let  me  read  letter  sent  to  minister  in  '''idwest, 
(Letter  from  teen  pregnant  girl) 

i<gn*fe*«*k*fr!j±#<3*^e**i»^f  is  opportunity  look  3  gener- 
ations of  mothers. 
How  do  you  like  them? 
Aren't  they  wonderful  peop  to  be  entrusted  raise 

This  why  I  deplore  this  hypocritical  day 
Anyone  truly  loves,  obeys  parents  doesn' tvneed 
special  day  for  it. 

Perhaps  this  why  we  come  point  can  look  at  national 

■'  atitution  or  motherhood  "•.  coin  some  huiuoroue  phraE 

\   llustr-itio--  .lather  is  etc.) 


terhaps  we  church  peop  need  ponder  image  we      3/[ 
create  as  to  dress 
Js  say,  "Take  no  thot  what  u  should  wear,  eat 
!  more  import,  is  he^rt. 
(illustration  little  Martha,  Mess  your  heart) 

-onfused  ,  but  where  our  heart? 
Lt  involved  showing  our  Christianity? 
Or  is  it  in  how  we  look,  or  what  is  latest  fashion 
we  can  buy? 

Love  really  happens  to  be  the  most  import  ingeedient 
in  family  as  weil  as  world 
In  TIsburg  paper  cartoon  "love  is'j  soon  others 
(Here  are  i'ew)   PeoP  have  wri«en  are; 

Lovely  aren't  they? 

But  mostly  have  ring  o£   truth  about  them. 
We  want  show  love  &  only  way  oan  do  is  special  daj 
Life  come  ultimate  tragedy  when  we  reduced  this 
perversion. 

Do  you  love  your  mother  cause  today  May  12? 
Will  U  love  your  father  June  16  cause  Fathers  Day? 
Do  u  love  family  cause  today  Festioal  Xpian  home? 

It's  absurd  isn't  It? 

Solomon  tells  us  the  qualities  of  a  good  wife  & 
mother. 
And  thru  it  all  is  woven  the  strand  of  her  love 
for  her  husband,  children  &  home. 
ohe  loves  because  she  is  first  loved. 
We  all  love  because  wechava  been  loved. 
God  loves  us,  &  why? 

Cause  it  is  faster  or  Christmas,  or  Thanksgiving 
c  Hew  Year's? 
Of  course  not. 
He  loves  because  Me  loves  us,  period. 
&  Just  as  God  loves  us,  we  should  love  1  anot 

should  ldive  wives,  husbands,  children,  families 
not  because  we  told  to,  not  cause  special  day, 
but  cause  we  want  to  love. 

love  of  mothers  strongest  love  in  world. 
Old  saying,  "behind  every  good  man,  good  woman," 
'rue, 
'  .'ue  cause  good  man,  only  good,  usually  cause  of 
mother  sometimes  wife. 


I  fortunate  have  v"   ,  t\/ 

jaw  mother  many  times  make  sacrifices  me,    family. 

:c  with  wife, 

'ccii  her  sacrifice  on  self  for  kids,  me. 

I  don't  know  about  you,  for  me,  I  no  need  special 
day  pay  respects  mother. 

hank  God  often  for  mother. 

remember  her  cause  love  her,  &  not  cause  May 
12th 

(Illustration  Two  Temples) 

Those   children  who  really   love   mother,    will  do 
do   more  -than   once  yr  and  may  many,   many  families 
x*n£xinncx±±±x±HXH::±feHKxiHTrexiEHEa:cas:-:EBBn«iH*sx£  am±±3 

rxstrragxx 

spend  the  day  together,  learning  to  share  and  love 
each  other,  instead  of  drying  to  outdo  each  other 
in  tryinc  to  feed  and  honor  mother. 

In  this  way  we  can  become  complete  families  insteac 
of  being  separated  as  mother,  father  and  children. 
Instead,  let  us  be  Christian  families,  knit  to- 
gether in  the  conmon  bond  of  love  for  each  other, 
and  ta>*-i«4.  fa  t..-£     tv~*4j,    t**    y  ^  ?■/&    j.tl/£  ^^ 
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a  joyful  noise  unto  God,  all  ye  lands: 
ing  forth  the  honor  of  His  name: 
La  praise  glorious. 

ST.    FAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,   Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunday   After   Easter  May   19.    1 97^ 

Rev.    <!alfh  C.    Link,   Minister 
Mrs.   Velma  Collins,   Organist 
Ms,   Ralfh   Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Gordon  Kennedy,   Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music.  "F»ELurE    l«  E   Fur"  Mooreheap 

"Anpante  Con  Moto"  Johnston 

Si  lent  Prayer  „ 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    39     "Safely   through  another  week 
•Abcriftion   -   Choral    Amen 
•exhortation 
•Confession   (In  Unison)   "Host  merciful  Father,   we  have 

"ONE  LITTLE  TO  FORWARD  THY  KINGDOM  IN  THIS  »>ORLP,  TO 
ESTABLISH  THE  BROTHERHOOD  OF  MEN,  AND  LOVE  AS  THE  LAW 
OF  LIFE.   '■''£  HAVE  FORGOTTEN  THAT  WHATSOEVER  IS  PONE 
TO  ONE  OF  THE  LEAST  OF  THY  HRETHREN  IS  PONE  UNTO  THEE. 

Farpoh  our  shortcomings;  forgive  our  past  neglect. 
Give  us  a  simple  .»n  a  single  heart  intent  on  pleasing 
thee.  Help  us  in  all  pur  seeking  to  seek  first  thy 

KlNGPOM  ANr  THY  RIGHTEOUSNESS,  THAT  HE  MAY  BE  PLESSEP  »1 
THE  FULL  MEASURE  OF  THY  BLESSING.   ANP  MAKE  US  TO  COME. 
AB  CAME  THY  SoN  UEBUS  CHRIST,  NOT  TO  BE  MlNIBTEREP  UNTO, 

out  to   minister.      Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  anp   Fastor) 

"Assurance  of  FARrON  -  Choral  Amen 
•Pkaise 

•Fastor:      '0   lorp   open  our   lips 

•People:     Anp  our  mouth  shall  show   forth   thy   praise. 

•DoXOLOGY  No.     551 

Scripture   Lesson:  Ephesians  5'    ' 5— 33 

Hymn  No.      2S6  "Who    is  on  the  Lord's  siteT 

•Affirmation  of  our   Faith       (Apostles'    Creep) 
•Gloria  Fatri 
•Call  to   Frayer 

•Fastor:      The  Lord   he  with  you. 
•People:      Anp   with  thy   spirit. 
•Fastor:      Let  us  Fray. 
Iayer  an     Frayer  Response 


Offeri ng 

Offertory:    "In  A  Quiet  Garden"     SergIssom 
Anthem:     "Beautiful  Savior"  Arr.  by  Christiansen 
Sermon:       "MAKING  A  KING!" 
Prayer  anp  Lord's  Frayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No,  382  "Faith  of  pur  Fathers!" 
•henediction  anp  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Fostlupe:      "Allegretto  Maestoso"    Wilson 
--------  "Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Plovers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Donn  E.  Miller  in  memory  of  "Mother"  Dorothy  Kalb 
Mi ller. 
Serving  as  Ushers  topay:  *Charles  Fenah,  Oarvl  Tait, 

Gary  Fenar,  Don  Kingbley. 
Deacon  anp  Mrs.  Hargy  Fry  will  represent  Council  at 

the  poor  topay, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Covert 
anp  Faula  Stephenson, 
_    Hospitalized:  Mr.  Herman  Lippolp,  Mbb .  Mary  Young, 
-^"^   and  Rev  i  Granville  Cooper. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  -  ?33. 

Mr.  William  Dutter  would  LtKE  to  thank  the  Congregation 

FOR    ALL    THE     CARPS    ANP    PRAYERS    A3    HE     IS    CONVALESCING. 
OUR     SINCERE    SYMPATHY     TO     THE     *l  FE     ANO     FRIEND-S     OF    CaRL 

Miller  who   passed   away   last  Sunday. 
Coming  Soon!   -  The  Women's   Fellowship  will  sponsor 
a  Garage  Sale  at   the  rear  of  3O3  Walker  Ave.      Items 

ARE    NEEDED     FOR    THE     SALE.         Any     LARGE     ITEMS    WILL    FIE 
PICKED    UP    BY    CALLING    THE    ROBERT    Kuauer'S    OR    DoN 

Kennedy's.      The   Sale  will  he  May   31    and   June    Ibt. 

tF     YOU     DO    NOT    HAVE     YOUR     RESERVATION     In/tHE    CHURCH 

School  Workers  Recognition  Dinner  on  May  «?9  -  please 
no  so* 
— -^ Remember  -  BEAT  Recycling  Center,    Saturday  May  25th, 
^^    Negley  Ave.      For    information  contact   Liz   Armstrong 
287-2HSS. 
Next  Sunday  we  will   publish  names   of   those  graduating 
^P*      from  High  School,    Business  School  and   College  - 

Please  -    if   vou   have  not  pone  so  -  contact  Sea   Tait 
in  the  Office   or   at  home. 
AS=hepSleNfromSthe  6fV?ceV^he  lhurch°»,lltp£y  Aeg.btr. 
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out  finger,  do  we  not  bandage  disinfect  etc. 
f  we  tire  self  mental,  physically,  do  we  not  rest 
Mius  take  care  body.  etc? 

I  ;his  show  love  for  own  flesh 

ply  this  :to  wife  relationship,  we  to  love  them 
a.3'  ,v"e  self. 
x'   also  bring  in  creation  atory,  man  leave  father, 
mother  joined  to  wife  &  two  become  one. 
P  liken  this  to  Xp  &  church,  which  perfect  Anion. 
there  no  perfect  union  in  humanity, 
o:il,       ■  ■  cc,'-_   perfect  union, 

But  this  standard  toward  which  we  strive        / 
u     .  ,.-....*     ,1      rtswv  ■ 
Almost  all  heard,  "A  man's  home  is  his  castle 
To  which  we  askif  "Who  love  in  castle?" 
Royalty  &   royal  families,  right? 
How  many  ladies  felt  or  feel  husband  king? 
Perhaps  ask,  "How  many  crowned  husband,  hut  better; 
not  ask,  may  cause  embarrassment?" 
If  accept  above  statement,  then  we  talk  Making  . 
Sach  man  in  own  right  ruler  little  domain 
But  does  actually  work  that  way? 
I  do  not  believe  too  much  anymore 
At  one  time  almost  all  fathers/husbands  rulers  own 
household. 
What  Dad  said,  went. 
Today  Just  reverse  true, 
too  often  what  Mom  says,  goes. 
Many  men  relinquished  rt  to  use  their  rightsul  auth. 
Claused  by  wanting  no  part  raise  family,  let  Mom  do  i 
.j  against  all  normal ,  natural  in  husband/wife 
relatione  '  . 
DotuD't  mean  hus,  must  dominate  honie,  make  everyone 
slave 
Does  mean  man  should  be  just  that,  A  MAH 
I  maybe  old  fashioned,  but  still  believe  man  has 
certain  role,  woman  has  certain  role. 
When  women  start  act  nan,  man  start  acting  woman, 
all  out  of  kilter  S-.  we  reap  harvest  according, 
(male  telephone  operators  good  example) 

Look  stats  divorce,  separation, 

"   "    frustrated  men,  women, children 
"   "    mixed  up  broken  homes , 
Almost  all  can  he  traced  breakdown  Am.  home 

■ors, husbands, men  in  gen  should  be  stabilizing 
fluence  upon  which  society  functions 
But  alas,  too  often  male  populace  too  bu3y  pur- 
sue business,  profession,  or  pleasure. 


ngl" 

:  dphesians  5:28-35 

-  so  husbands  should  love  their  wives  as  their 
.   Be  who  loves  his  wife  loves  himself. 
.''or  _iO  man  ever  hate  his  own  flesh,  but  nourishes  and 
cherishes  it,  as  Christ  does  the  church,  because  we 
are  members  of  His  S°4y.   'For  this  reason  a  man  shal 
leave  his  father  and  mother  and  be  joined  to  his  wife 
and  the  two  shall  become  one."   i'hia  is  a  great  my- 
stery, and  I  take  it  to  mean  ikKxstaosEfc  Christ  and 
the  church;  however,  let  each  one  of  you  love  his 
wife  as  dmself,  and  let  the  wife  see  that  she  re- 
spects her  husband.  " 

Last  wk  those  here,  recal  talked  wives,  mothers, 
said  this  wk  deal  fathers,  husbands. 
looked  critically  An.  inst.  motherhood, 
this  morn  look  equal  critically  male  counterpart 
inst.  known  fatherhood. 

Altho  image  male  as  father  &   parent  not  blown  out 
proportion  as  female,  mother, 
still  disturb  any  male,  father  when  contemplate  imag 

Paul  had  some  distinct  things  say  men  of  Ephesus 
this  scrip  for  morn 
irob  1st  things  ladies  heard  P  advocate  obed  to  hus 
Hay  rankle  some  you,  perhaps  cause  felt  put  down. 
But  must  understand  time  written. 

Women  in  day  of  P  of  little  value 
fit  work,  bear  children 
t-„nerwise,  no  station  in  life. 

But  P  address  women  were  Xpian. 
Js  placed  new  standard  role  women  in  society 
"  taught  against  divorce  woman  no  longer  please  man 
"  enslaving  anyone,  thus  advanded  womina 
lib. 
P  tell  women  be  careful  in  conduct,  because  women 
being  of  value  i  worth  needed  nurturing  3:  working 
He  perhaps  really  saying,  "Cool  it  ladies,     at 
„     until  you  in  better  position  to  assert  self." 

But  what  V   really  point  out,  men  begin  love  wife  as 
he  love  own  body. 

I   this  put  diff  lite  on  subject. 
ue  also  point  out,  "No  one  hates  his  own  flesh. 


but  n 


ourishes 


it  and  ch.Tish.es  it. 


'ept  burning,  glowing  by  little  woman,   5/~ 
if  indeed  she  is  there  &bnot  out  working. 
Little  by  little  husband/father  relinquish  all  con- 
t'  vl  until  perhaps  kids  ask,  "Who  that  strange  man? 
.  jiy  be  far  fetched  but  some  homes  like  this  almost 

(Illustration  Joe  Goebbels) 

fot  only  in  home  need  good  Xpian  fathers,  but  in 
Churchy  workaday  world,  &  wherever  influence  of 
good  men  should  be  felt. 
Not  always  what  say,  but  what  we  do  '.-.  live  speaks 
(Illustration  Robert  McCheyne)  others. 

Wouldn't  be  wonderful  lead  some  ^ne  to  Lord  this 

We  each  have  opportunities,  §e  time  we  changed    rf  y* 
became  examps  to  others 
Especially  to  our  child.  gran=childs,  neighbor  kids 

(Illustration  Mrs.  Richards  "Hand  You  Hold") 

Did  U  ever  stop/think  how  0  may  be  molding,  influen- 
cing some  young  person  in  way  act,  things  do  &  not 
do, 
by  habits,  by  things  say  &  kibd  of  language? 
Yes,  those  little  eyes  upon  us,  little  ears  listen 
&  we  should  &  must  be  providing  proper  guidance 

(Illustration  little  boy  &  too  dark  out) 
It  indeed  too  dark  to  send  any  son/dotter  into  worl 
without  Father. 
This  P  point  out,  he  tell  all  peop  need  P.,  God 
This  F.  best  shown  Js  Xp  who  is  God  in  flesh, 

Js  Xp  King  of  King,  beckon  all  men  emulate  Him 
in  living  of  life. 

W&^_.ien  too  often  all  wrapped  up  work,  provide  for 
family.  are 

We  forget  our  homes  our  castles 

&  in  those  castles  should  reside  men/kings,  women/ 
queens,  children/princes,  princesses 0 
Peop  who  all  are  royal  children  of  God. 
But  what  really  make  King? 
(Illustration  "Door  Kan's  Castles") 

Men,  fathers,  husbands,  grandfathers,  uncles, 
nephews,  or  whatever  be  station  in  life, 
now  accepted  time  be  about  salvation  souls,  young 
'••  old, 

lost  of  all  salvation  of  selves  so  we  be  about, 
"taking  A  King"  in  indiv.  homes,  &  surround  area 
It  too  dark  go  out  withour  Father,  &  especially 
without  Father  who  king  thru  Js  Xp.  living  in 

his  life,. 


7 Making  A  King!" 

Text:  ipphesians  5  =  28-35 

-en  so  husbands  should  love  their  wives  as  their  own  bodies.   He  who 
W/ss  his  wife  loves  himself.   For  no  man  ever  hates  his  own  flesh,  but 
nourishes  ^nd  cherishes  it, as  Christ  does  the  church,  because  we  are 
members  of  his  body.   "For  this  reason  a  man  shall  leave  his  father  and 
mother  and  be  joined  to  his  wife,  and  the  two  shall  become  one."   This 
is  a  great  mystery,  and  I  take  it  to  mean  Christ  and  the  church;   however 
let  each  one  of  you  love  his  wife  as  himself,  and  let  the  wife  see  that 
she  respects  her  husband." 

Last  week,  those  of  you  who  were  here,  will  recall  that  we  talked 

about  wives  and  mothers,  and  we  said  6t8t&   this  week  we  would  be  dealing 
with  husbands  and  fathers.   I  took  a  rather  critical  look  at  the  great 
American  institution  known  as  motherhood,  and  this  morning  I  would  like 
tEDcfeaXHxgHstxssxEExtisai:  to  look  just  as  critically  at  Male  counterpart 
of  this  institution  known  as  Fatherhood.   Although  the  image  of  the  male 
as  a  father  and  parent  has  not  become  as  blown  out  of  proportion  as  that 
of  the  female  as  a  mother,  it  is  still  rather  disturbing  to  any  male  or 
any  father  when  we  contemplate  the  image  created  for  us. 

Paul  had  somecvery  distinct  things  to  say  to  the  men  of  Ephesus,  which 
we  read  as  our  scripture  for  this  morning.   Probably  one  of  the  first  things 
you  ladies  heard  in  that  scripture  was  that  Paul  kss  advocated  the  obed- 
ience of  wives  to  their  husbands.   Although  this  may  rankle  some  of  you, 
and  perhaps  cause  you  to  feel  that  you  are  being  put  down,  you  must  under- 
stand the  age  and  the  time  in  which  it  was  written.   Women  in  the  days  of 
Paul  were  of  little  value.   They  were  in  most  instances  only  fit  to  do  the 
work  that  needed  to  be  done,  and  to  bear  children.   Other  than  that,  they 
held  no  station  in  life. 

But  Paul  was  addressing  himself  to  women  who  wei*  Christians.   Jesus 
placed  a  new  standard  on  the  role  of  women  in  society.   He  ttught  against 
a  man  divorcing  his  wife  on  the  whim  that  she  no  longer  pleased  him.   He 

:•  against  anyone  enslaving  anyone  else,  and  thus  Jesus  advanced  the 
cause  for  womens  liberation.  So   when  Paul  is  telling  the  women  to  be 
obedient  to  their  husbands  he  is  merely  telling  them,  that  they  must  be 
wareful  rs  to  their  conduct,  because  the  idea  of  a  woman  being  of  value  and 
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worth,  needed  to  be  nurtured  and  worked  at.  So  he  was  perhaps  really  sayi  ag, 
' _  ;Ol  it  ladies,  until  you  are  in  a  better  position  to  assert  yourselves." 

But  what  Paul  really  points  out  is  that  men  should  begin  to  love  their 
wives  as  they  love  their  own  bodies.   Now  this  puts  a  different  light  on  the 
subject,  because  as  he  also  points  out,  "No  one  hates  his  own  flesh,  but 
nourishes  it  and  cherishes  it."   Isn't  this  true?  If  we  cut  our  finger, 
do  we  not  disinfect  it  and  bandage  it?   If  we  tire  ourselves  out  physically 
or  mentally,  we  rest  up  so  we  may  be  able  to  perform  our  functions  once 
again.   Thus  we  can  see  that  we  take  care  of  our  bodies.   By  this  we  also 
show  a  love  for  our  own  flesh.   So  if  we  apply  this  to  our  relationship 
with  our  wives,  we  see  then  that  we  are  to  love  them,  as  we  love  ourselves  . 
But  Paul  also  brings  in  a  portion  of  the  creation  story,  where  we  are  t  Id 
a  man  shall  leave  his  father  and  mother  and  be  joined  to  his  wife  and  the 
two  shall  become  oiie.   Paul  likens  this  union  to  the  union  of  Christ  with 

_s  church.   Which  would  be  a  perfect  union,  and  we  know  that  there  are  no 
perfect  unions  in  humanity.   Only  Christ  and  the  church  are  perfect  unions, 

and  really  what  Paul  is  setting  before  us  is  a  standard  toward  which  we 
are  to  strive. 

I  am  sure  that  almost  all  of  us  have  heard  at  one  time  or  another  the 
saying,  "A  man's  home  is  his  castle."   To  which  we  could  ask,  "Who  lives  i  n 
castles?"   Royalty  and  royal  families,  right?   How  many  of  you  ladies  have 
ever  felt  that  your  hisband  was  a  king?  Perhaps  we  should  ask,  "how  many 
of  you  have  crowned  your  husbands,?",  but  maybe  we  better  not  ask  that  to 
avoid  embarassment.   But  if  we  accept  the  statement  that  a  man's  home  is 
his  castle,  then  we  are  talking  about  the  making  of  kings.   Each  man  in 
his  own  right  then  is  the  ruler  of  his  own  little  domain.   But  does  it 

ctually  work  that  way?  I  do  not  believe  that  it  does  anymore.  At  one 
time  almost  all  husbands  and  fathers  were  indeed  the  rulers  of  their 
households.   What  Father  said,  went.   Oftentimes  this  authority  was  very 
much  abused.   But  today  .just  the  reverse  is  true.   Too  often  whatever  Mom 
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says,  goes.   Many  men  have  relinquished  their  right  to  use  their  rightful 
&_  hority,  just  so  they  wan  sit  in  front  of  the  TV  undisturbed  and  let  Mom 
do  the  chores,  as  well  as  the  raising  of  the  kids. 

This  is  going  against  all  that  is  normal  and  natural  in  the  husband 
wife  relationship.  This  does  not  mean  that  a  man  is  to  completely  dominate 
the  home  and  make  everyone  his  slave ,  but  it  does  mean  that  man  should  be- 
just  that,  a  man.   I  t%jkj   be  old  fashmined,  but  I  still  believe  that  men  ha  ve 
a  certain  role  to  play  in  life,  and  women  have  their  role,  and  when  women 
start  acting  and  behaving  as  men,  and  men  start  acting  and  behaving  as 
women,  we  have  thrown  everything  out  of  kilter  and  we  are  going  to  reap  the 
benefits  in  aany  ways.    7£l*rM**^_J!±}£*   £«4tf  *rfA#r***J 

Look  at  the  tatistics  of  divorce  and  separation, .at  the  statistics  of 

juvenile  delinquency,  at  the  statistics  of  frustrated  men,  women,  and  child- 

ren,  and.  the  statistics  of  mixed  up  broken  homes,  and  almost  all  of  it  can 
A 

1   traced  to  the  breakdown  of  the  American  home. 

Fathers,  husbands,  and  men  in  general  should  be  the  stabilizing  influence 
upon  which  our  society  functions.   But  alas,  too  often  the  male  nopulace  is 
so  busy  pursuing  business  or  profession*  the  homefires  must  be  kept  burning, 
and  glowing  by  the  little  woman,  who  waits  patiently  for  the  return  of  the 
breadwinner,  and  meantime  is  father,  mother,  nurse,  ho  isekeeper  all  rolled 
up  into  one.   And  gradually  little  by  little  the  husband  and  father  re- 
linquishes all  control  in  tksx^s^iijr  family  matters  until  perhaps  the  kids 
ask,  "i/ftio  is  that  strange  man  sitting  in  the  living  room  Mommy?"   Now  this 
may  be  a  little  far  fetched,  but  some  homes  are  almost  like  this. 
(Illustration  of  Joseph  Soebbels  being  unloved  in  S.S.) 

It  is  not  only  in  the  home  that  we  need  good  Christian  fathers  and  hus- 
bands, but  in  the  Church,  in  the  workaday  world,  and  wherever  the  influence 

;ood  men  should  be  felt.   It  is  not  always  what  we  may  say,  but  perhaps  "Jffe 
we  live  that  speaks  to  others. 
(Illustration  of  Robert  McCheyne  &  his  influence  upon  soemone) 
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Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  to  lead  someone  to  the  Lord  in  this  manner?   We  have 
th   Dpportunit yes  each  of  us ,  and  it  is  time  we  changed  and  became  examples 
to  others.   And  we  must  especially  be  examples  to  our  children,  grand-child- 
ren, and  yes,  even  the  neighbor  kids. 
(Mrs.  A.  E.  Richards  wrote  about  this  very  thing,  "The  Hand  lou  Hold)" 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  how  you  may  be  molding  and  influencing  some 
young  person  by  the  way  you  act,  by  the  things  you  do  or  do  not  do,  by  your 
habits,  or  by  the  things  you  say  and  the  kind  of  language  you  use?   This  is 
very  sobering  when  we  contemplate  this,  is  it  not?  Yes,  those  little  eyes 
are  upon  us,  nnd  those  little  ears  are  listening,  and  we  should  and  must 
be  providing  the  proper  guidance. 
(Illustration  of  little  boy  &  need  of  father,  "Too  Dark  Out") 

It  is  indeed  too  dark  to  send  any  son  or  daughter  out  into  the  world 
today  without  a  father.   This  is  what  Paul  is  really  pointing  out.   He  is 
tf"  ling  all  of  us  that  people  have  need  of  the  Father  which  is  God,   That 
this  Father  can  best  be  shown  through  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  God  in  the  flesh, 
and  Jesus  Christ  the  King  of  Kings  beckons  all  men  to  emulate  Him  in  the 
living  of  life. 

„re  men  xteHxarKxfacfcfcKXKiptkKxfesxiiK  are  too  often  so  wrapped  up  in  the 

working  and  providing  for  our  families,  that  we  forget  that  our  homes  are 

indeed  our  castles.  And  In  those  castles  should  reside  men  who  are  kings, 

and  women  who  are  queens,  and  children  who  are  nrinces,  and  nrincesses. 

all 
People  who  are  iteK  the  roy^l  children  of  God.   But  what  really  makes  a  king  ? 

(Illustration  of  a  "Poor  Man's  Castles") 

Men,  fathers,  husbands,  grand-fathers,  uncles,  nephews,  or  whatever  may 
be  your  station  in  life,  now  is  the  accepted  time  for  us  to  be  about  the 
salvation  of  souls,  young  and  old.   And  most  of  all  the  salvation  of  our- 
I  ^es  so  we  can  be  about  "Making  A  King"  in  our  individual  homes,  and  in 
the  surrounding  areas „   It  is  too  dark  to  go  ut  without  a  Father,  and  esp- 
ecially without  a  Father  who  is  a  king,  through  Jesus  Christ  living  in  his 
life., 


' 


j  outh  come  know]  ■ 

and  understanding j  he  stores  up  sound  wisdom. for  the 
upright;  d,e  is  s  vho  walk  in  integrit 

guardir  ;      i  fchs  of  justice. 

ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Recognition  of  Seniors  May  26,    t97^ 

Rev,    Ralph  C.    Link+   Minister 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Gordon   Kennedy,   Mary  Oellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :0O  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Sabbath  Reverie"  Martin 

"When  God   Leads"  Clarke 

Si  lent  Prayer 

•PROCESS  TONAL  Hymn  No .  ^-46   "Now  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  YOUTH* 

*ASGRIPTION  -  ChhraL  AmeN 

*ExHQRTAT10N 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Our  God,  great,  eternal, 
wonderful  in  glory,  who  keepest  covenant  and  promise 
for  those  that  love  thee  with  their  whole  heart,  who 
art  the  lite  of  all,  the  help  of  those  that  flee  unto 
thee,  the  hope  of  those  who  cry  unto  thee,  cleanse  us 
from  our  sins,  and  from  every  thought  mspl.easlng  to 

THV    GOODNESS*        CLEANSE    OUR    S^ULS    AMP    aOftl_8,     OUR    HEARTB 

and  consciences,  that  with  a  pure  heart  amp  clear  mind, 
with  perfect  lnve  and  calm  hope,  we  may  venture  confidently 
and  fearlessly  to  pray  unto  thee,   amen," 
*Kyrte   (ChtIr,  Congregation  and  Fastor) 

•ASSURANCE  OF  pARnnN  -  CHORAL  AMEN 

♦Praise 

•Pastor:      '0  Lord  open  our  lips 

•People:      And   nuR  mouth  shall  show   forth  thy   praise. 
*Doxologv        No.    55' 
Scripture  Lesson:  i    Samuel  2:    12-26 

Hymn  No*      U^7         "Purer  yet   and   purer" 
•Affirmation  of   hur   Faith        (Apostles'    Creep) 
•Gloria   Fatri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

*Fasthr:      The   Lord,   be  with  you. 
•People!      And  with  thy  spirit, 
•Pastor:      Let   ub   Fray. 
•Prayer   and   F  rayer  Response 
Offer  1 ng 


Offertory:  " Intermezzo    in   E"  Peery 

Anthem:         "Amertca  the   Beautiful"  Ward 

SermiN:  "THE  KEEFERSJ" 

Prayer   and   Lhrd's    Prayer 
*Hymn  of   Dedication   Mo.    Uk%      " ]    would  be   true" 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  foSTLUDE.  "Allegro"  Sergisson 

_________  ^congregation  standing  _  _  _  _ 

The    Lovely   Flowers   on   the  Altar   have   seem  placed   by 

Mr.    &  Mrs*    James  Stewart    in  memory   of  Mrs,    Ella 

Stewart. 
Serving  as  Ushers   ttday  are!      •Raymond   Covert,   Rodoie 

Vinroe,    Robert  Dellen,    Brtan  Pfabe,    Steve  Smith* 
Deacon  ano  Mrs.   Robert  Knauer  will  represent   Council. 
Mursery  will  oe   provided    today   oy   Linda  McMillin, 

Jane  and   Li z   Armstrong. 
NO   YOUTH   FELLOWSHIP  MEETING   TONIGHT. 
'OUR  CONGRATULATIONS   TO   ALL  THOSE   GRADUATIMG   FROM  HIGH 

SCHOOL,    AND  COLLEGE*      Those  graduating   from  High  School 

are:      Defjby  Campbell,    Wendy   Custeao,   Ci  ndy   Ferree, 

James  Heath,    Nanette  Marburger,    Terry  Mdhr,    Susan 

Palmer,   Srenda  Pawk,    Trina  Rensel,    Sherry  Rensel, 

Shirley   Rieme;r«    Glenda  Weichey. 
From  Butler   Co.    Community  College:      Chuck  Smith  -  son 

gf  Mrs.    Gerald ine  McCandless,    Value   Jean  Nicholas, 

Pamela   Tait,    Ralph   Taylor. 
College:      Edward   Harmon,    Masters    Degree,    Secondary 

Education,    School  of   Education,    Ducjuesne  University. 

Kenneth  W.    Robinson,    from  California  State   College, 

California,    Pa. 
""   From  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  -  Rev.    Ralph  C, 

Li  nk, 
-  This   coming   Friday  3~B   and   Sat.    9~5  -  Women's   Fellow- 

"^^        SHIP  WILL  HOLD  A  GARAGE  SaLE  AT  THE  REAR  OF  3^3  WaLKER 

^  Ave.  Items  are  needed  and  so  is  your  support.   Any 

J$    i      LARGE     ITEMS     WILL    OE     PICKED     UP    -    CALL    R*     KnaUER'S    OR 

I  j,  A  _  Don  Kennei-y'g, 

Ap.    The  Apartment  at    1 1 0  Walker   Ave.    is   completed   and   ready 
V  to   Lease   -    if   you  know  of   anyone  who    is    interested 

\,V      call  Art   Snyder   or   contact   the  Office.    Boo  Knauer 

\    ,y  woui-r    like   to   thank   evcrvoNe  who  helped    in   any  way, 

'    M  Mrs.    Mary   VoUNC    is   now  at   Sunnyvjew  Home 

U'      Recognition  Dinner   -  Wed.   May  _9th   at   6=3°  r*M. 
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Lthin  own  fams,  we  'mow  we  bare  . 

;rs 
b  we  concentrate  thots  on  fains,  come  today  look 

"inin  reason  for  fams,  this  ehildr 

,  dotters, 
'  ;-  looked  '''others  3:  Path    .    .  ;;ime  children 

..stration  mother  Sc  play  pen) 

.irig  recent  Ly 

ile  point  out  we  tried  gei .   '•  -  >ook 

eory  of  spare  rod, 
will  rec;  "        wrote  book,  advoca 
punishment  or  spank. 

,  -isihment. 

'  eory  caused  some  unhealthy  situations  in 
■  sadly  aut'     ay,  he  withdrawn  theory 
Unfortunately,  many  peop  noi  se  I   "on 

Always  be        ,  sensational  news  spred  front 
ruout  nation. 
If  wr  :      rjd  correction,  retraction  printed 
in  iciat  want-ads  or  r1  ify 

Glass  where  seldom  seen. 
ier  eminent  psychiatrist  say,  "Children  ne 

discipline  for  emotion  helth,  as  much  need 
bread  &  butter  for  pi        elth." 

fcher  sajr,  iracter  cannot  be  si 

-  6 .  " 

(Illustration,  dead  bir.I  '       id) 

ot  of  creation  Jod,  entrusted  to  a  d 
thot  of  ■'"  lot  to  do  more 

homes  where  children  be  raised 
re  as  parents  do  not  own  children,  merely  loaned 
-■.trusted  by  Sod  to  raise  nrodnctive  peop, 
"  nepers",  to  ed,  feed,  ciothe,  develop  etc 

■  ins,  SO  '■■'.    !S   :.>aveness  only  cone 
b   child,  on  scene 
Jome  case        .^reness  only  after  almost  grown 
Jadly,  some  child  must  raise  selves, 
;iless  say,  this  cause  problems 
Many  times  in  c<    r   i  op  outsid.       ,  told 

Shild  reach  certain  a^e  free  choose  ch.  or  rel. 
This  bad  situation  say  least 
(Illustration  J.         rex) 
,Ve  as  parents  cannot  a"ford 
If  we  fed  this  manner,  a 

,        a  situation  Use . 
This  not  mean  we  be  complete  dictators,  but  do 
mean  we  to  be  sha;  ■   ,     era  that  character  God 

has  eh 
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-he  sons  of  Eli  »ere  wo    I     ion;  they 
not  the  Lord. 

tmuel,  grew  on,  and  was  in  favor 
bo   with  the  ^ord  and  a] 

lext  this  morn  taken  2nd  chap.  I  Sam.  12  & 
tell  2  diff  storys 
Verses) 

tab  1  of  2  wives  Elkanah 
leninnali  other  wife  able  bear  child,  t„unt  Ha 
for  sterility. 
on  yrly  trip  Temp  in  3hilph,        pray  in  temp 
jnise  God  if  son,  will  dedicate  to  Lord. 

nerd  prayer,  gave  jam. 
oam  means,  "     jf  God,"  or,  "ilia  name  id  God.1 

boy  temp  ohiloh  early  age,  he  left  with  Eli 
,ood  man,  sons  not. 
look  best  meat  selves,         iven,  took  by  force 

ir  toll  young  Sam,  "But  Samuel  ministered  before 
,  being  a  child  linen  ephod." 

,   b  wear  priestly  garment,  act  in  capaoil 
assistant  to  priest  Eli. 

Jam  mother  must  been  good  woman,  loving. 

old  made  little  coat  each  yr,  took  him  when  she 
&  Dad  at  yrly  sacrifice. 
Scrd]      ,      less  Hannah,  Eltcanah  because  loan 
Jam  to  i.ord.   ohe  had  3  more  son,  2  dotter 

tad,  "And  the  child  Samuel  ^rew  on,  and  was  in 
favor  both  with  the  Lord  and  also  wi  t 

In  ancient  Israel,  word  keeper  several  meaning 
.iost  common,  jjuard  over  cattlen,  sheep. 
Abel  keeper  of  sheep,  read  4th  chap  Gen/ 
Cain  kill  Abel  in  fit  anger. 
God  ask  cain  whereabouts  Abel,  Cain  answer, 
"I  know  not;  am  I  my  brothers  keeper?" 

Thus  he  say,  d  or  shep  over  brother? 

Am  I  expected  to  look  after  him  Se  care  for  him?" 

'.vhen  we  ponder  this  we  realize  of  course,  this  sayin 

I  down  to  us  today. 
Pvjp  ask,  when  question  relationship  to  other  peop, 
[  my  broa  keeper?" 


Ideal  ohild/vg  persoi 

Lse 
j  ideal  called  many     .  . 

ave  secret  yearn  to  be  like 
ideal  boy  or  girl. 
coined  phrase   "A  oquare. " 
;;bat  is  a  square) 

rayer  would  be  that  all 
Keepers"  of  squares, 

lat  all  Chi]  eople  beeone"£he  keepers"  of 

a  Square  in  their  live  . 

ig  our  scrip  we  herd  about  son,:  Eli,  at  end  herd 
about  boy  najne  jamuel.  . 

The  sons  of  -ili  were  wor  ;  not  th 

Lord. 

■  the  real  secret  of  life. 
To  be  wbr  now  the  Lord. 

:-ew  on,  an       I  Tavor  both 
,   the  Lord  and  •: 

be  for  I  , 

?en? 

Do  they  know  ' 

Do  all  of 

a  ■  homes  become  the 
present, 
and  where  Js  ip  is  evi  ' 

■  one  become  and  are," 
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.  11. 
jre  permissive  society,  than  one  which  we 
. 
Jhildfaced  nore  obstacl  . .  ,     '.  .:  than  v;e 
,   ore  open. 
.  :■  decisions,  choices  good/bad 

3  L  this  permissive  &  ope; 
too  busy  own  lives  raise  child,  &  trust  raising  to 
Lety,  schools,  churches  e 

(illustration  disgruntled  school  teac 

,  others  school       , 
irate  what  this  one  say. 
It  sadj  but  true. 

t  all  goes  back  to  home  6  what  child  receivi 
If  instructed  how  act,       have  school,  public, 
for  aoat  part  will  not  disappoint  parents. 
1  point  need  be  made  ,  this  dj        ■;.  peop  all 
particularly. 

:nat  I  say,  turn  u  of  , 
uch  what  I  say  u  not  agree, 
bui         hassle  yg  peop,  child,  parents  have 
today        parental  a 

we  expected  do  pax-       , ,  ,  no 
backtalk, 

:ided  we  give  child  saj 
in  matters  discipline. 

unfortun  2  many  yg  peop  taken  this  as  license 
do         ,       .  ,  >ns,  Mom 

Dad  crack  whip,  yg  peop  rebel. 

I  believe  all  yg  peop  need  learn  respect  wisdom  of 

,       there  definite  rea        Mortal  decis 
1  order  be  trusted,  must  prove  trustworthy. 
If  told  be  in  11,  be  in  th- 
If  told  clean  room,  do  chores,  take  care  ; 
things  without  nagging  from  parents. 
And  if  parents  say  something  no  want  *h  u  do,  be  man 
'  accept  decis  without  cause  W.W.  Ill 

All  this  bring  us  to  point  where  pare  ts 

are  "KEepers". 
Jometimes  I  sure  th  of  what? 

Are  they  Apes?   Or  othe3       -   or  wonderful 
iod  known  as  children? 
But  in  all  this  lies  hidden,  ■      keepers  too 
srs  life  ■,    .o  be  keepers 

Ox  all  t: le  fan  has         a  in  any  way. 


"The  Keepers ! "  x— 

Text:  I  oarauel  2:12,  &  26, 

"Now  the  sons  of  Eli  were  worthless  men;  they  knew  not  the  Lord.   And  the 
-  child  Samuel,  grew  on,  and  was  in  f-vor  both  with  the  Lord  and  also  with 
men." 

Our  text  for  this  morning  is  taken  from  the  reading  of  the  2nd  chapter 

of  I  Samuel,  the  12th  verse  and  the  2Sth  verse.  These  verses  tell  two 

entirely  different  stories.   I  prefer  the  King  James  Version  forvthis 

particular  reading. 

(rfead  the  verses) 

HffKHflY  if  ^crl/SriQwKOSXSrsa&MSSgXgSSfi^K^agriiSSKlSXlo  K       -XftZMU 

of 
SaaxsfeRXWExtxfcHXifesxXKnxiKx  Hannah  was  one  of  2  wrtfes  KHaK  Elkanah.Ka&X 

Feninnah  the  other  wife  was  able  to  bear  children  and  she  even  taunted 

Hannah  because  of  her  sterility,   oo  on  the  sxaxx  yearly  occasion  when  they 

went  to  the  Temple  in  Shiloh  Hannah  went  into  the  Temple  and  prayed  to  Go  d 

that  she  would  be  blessed  and  have  children.       romised  Sod  that  she 

would  dedicate  the  Son  she  was  praying  for  to  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

God  heard  her  prayer  and  granted  her  a  son.   She  named  this  Jon  Samuel, 

which  means,  "Name  Of  God,"  or,  ".'As   Name  Is  God." 

So  she  took  the  boy  to  the  Temple  in  Shiloh  at  an  early  age  and  she  left 
him  there  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  priest  Eli.  Eli  was  a 
good  man,  hut  alas  his  sons  were  not.  They  kept  the  best  meat  for  them- 
selves instead  of  only  taking  a  portion  of  the  meat  and  giving  the  largest 
part  to  the  worshiper  of  that  which  was  not  burned  during  the  sacrifice. 
If  they  did  not  receive  the  best  part  willingly  from  the  worshiper,  they 
took  it  by  force "as  we  read  in  the  scripture.   XKxaraxfekaErx±E±±xs±xxks±x 

But  then  the  author  tells  us  about  young  Samuel,  "But  Samuel  ministere  d 
before  the  Lord,  being  a  child,  girdei  with  a  linen  ephod.   Which  is  to 
say  that  he  wore  a  priestly  garment  and  acted  in  the  capacity  as  an  assist- 
ant to  the  priest  Eli. 

Samuels  mother  Hannah  must  have  been  a  very  good  and  loving  mother, 
for  we  are  told  that  each  year  she  made  a  little  coat  for  him  and -brought 
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the  coat ,_'"to  her  son  jgjfegfe,  jm ■  i  when  she  and  k&zxini&fe  his  Father  seme  to 
;he  yearly  sacrif ice. ,47"  Sti-jL^tf 

_'he  scripture  tells  us  that  Eli  the  priest  blessed  Hannah  and  LTkanah 
and  pronounced  the  blessing  upon  Hannah  that  she  would  have  more  children 
because  of  the  loan  of  Gamu&ife  to  the  Lord.  And  she  did  indeed  have  three 
more  sons  and  two  daughters.  But  the  latter  part  of  the  21st  verse  is 
the  most  significant  of  the  entire  scripture,  "And  the  child  Samuel,  Grew 
before  the  Lord." 

In  ancient  Israel  the  word  'IKeeper"  had  several  meqnings.   But  one 
of  the  more  common  meanings  was  that  as  a  guard  over  cattle  or  sheep. 
Abel  was  a  "keeper"  of  sheep  as  we  read  in  the  4th  chapter  of  Genesis. 
And  I'm  sure  we  all  know  the  story  of  how  Gain  killed  Abel  in  a  fit  of 
anger.   Je  then  read  of  God  coming  to  Gain  and  inquiring  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  Abel.   Xfes  Gain  said,  "I  know  not:  an  I  my  brothers 
keeper?" 

Thus  he  was  saying,  "Am  I  the  guard  or  the  shepherd  over  my  brother? 
Am  I  to  be  expected  to  1c      ber  him  and  care  for  him?"   ,,'hen  we  ponder 
this  we  realize  of  course  that  this  saying  has  been  carried  down  to  us 
until  today  it  is  ashed  very  often  by  people  who  are  questioning  their 
itful  relationship  to  people  who  are  strangers  to  them.  So  we  ask, 
"Am  I  my  brothers  keeper?" 

If  we  apply  this  within  our  own  families  we  know  that  we  are  our 
brothers  keeper  and  our  sisters  keeper  as  well.   But  while  we  are  con- 
centrating our  thoughts  upon  families  we  come  today  to  look  at  one  of 
the  main  reasons  for  families  and  this  is  children.   Gons  and  daughters. 

have  looked  at  Mothers  and  fathers,  and  now  it  is  time  we  looked  at 
children  as  part  of  the  family. 

I  was  reading  recently  that  we  are  corning  back  to  the  old  ways  of 
thinking  concerning  the  raising  of  children.   The  author  of  the  article 
pointed  out  that  we  had  tried  a  generation  or  so  of  Br.  Spock  and  his 
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theory  of  sparing  the  rod.   Most  of  you  will  recall  of  course  that  Dr. 

>ck  wrote  a  book  putting  forth  his  belief  that  spanking  or  punishing  a 
child  was  all  wrong.   His  theory  was  that  a  child  should  be  spoken  to 
and  there  should  never  be  any  physical  punishment.   Well,  his  theory  has 
caused  some  very  unhealthy  situations  in  our  nation,  and  from  the  article 
I  read,  he  supposedly  has  withdrawn  his  theory  in  favor  of  certain  punish- 
ments for  children.   Unfortunately  many  people  have  not  seen  his  public 
retraction,  myself  included,  if  indeed  he  did  make  such  a  retraction. 
It  always  bothers  me  that  much  sensational  distorted  news  is  spread  over 
the  front  page  of  many  newspapers  throughout  the  nation.   But  when  a  re- 
traction is  needed  because  some  of  this  news  Is  incorrect  or  false,  you 
need  a  magnifying  :;lass  to  pick  it  out  of  the  want-ads,  or  some  other  place 
where  it  Is  seldom  seen. 

4*t  Anothhr   eminent  psychiatrist  has  said,  "Children  need  rules  and 
discipline  for  emotional  healthe  as  much  as  they  need  bread  and  bitter 
for  physical  health."   Another  man  has  said,  "A  child's  character  cannot 
be  shaped  by  sudden  accident." 

all  of  this  Is  to  say  t       who  are  parents,  bear  a  grave  re- 

: risibility  in  the  raising  of  children.   To  begin  with  we  do  not  own 
our  children.   They  are  merely  loaned  to  us  by  God  to  raise  to  be  pro- 
ductive people.   We  never  own  them  any  more  than  we  own  anything  in  this 
life.   This  then  means  that  we  are  merely  "Keepers"  of  children.   We  are 
in  charge  of  their  feeding,  clothing,  education,  development,  and  all  of 
the  other  things  necessary  to  raise  them  to  adulthood.   This  is  a  grave 
responsibility  and  many  times  inxsras^x  the  graveness  of  the  responsibility 
only  dawns  upon  many  parents  0"wTy  after  the  children  have  arrived  upon  the 
scene,  and  in  some  cases  the  awareness  is  strikes  home  when  the  children 
are  fairly  well  grown.   Sadly  too,  the  awareness  of  parental  responsibility 
sometimes  never  manifests  Itself  In  the  lives  of  some  parents  and  children 
are  le^t  to  almost  raise  themselves.   Needless  to  say  this  causes  them 
many  problems.   Many  times  in  my  conversations  with  people  who  are  either 


outside  the  church  or  who  are  occasional  church  attenders,  I  am  told  that 
when  the  children  reach  the  age  whereby  they  are  able  to  make  decisions, 
they  are  then  free  to  choose  their  own  religion  and  their  own  church. 
This  is  a  bad  situation  to  say  the  least. 

mi4pjQ^jiXigiyj^_j^eX^  fate  J.  Edgar 

Hoover  aAasD  had  something  to  say  about  this  problem. 

(Illustration  of  J.  Sdgar  Hoover) 

as  parents  cannot  afford  to  let  our  children  choose  everything  they 

want  to  do.   If  we  fed  them  in  this  manner,  their  dietT>would  consist  of 

ice  cream  and  cake.   Here  then  is  where  hbce  the  graveness  of  the  situation 

lies.   It  does  not  mean  we  are  to  be  complete  dictators,  but  it  does  mean 

that  we  are  to  be  shapers  and  molders  of  that  character  fetor*  which  God 

has  entrusted  to  our  care. 

This  supervision  applies  not  only  in  the  religious  training  of  childre  n 

but  in  the  secular  aspects  of  life  as  well.  We  are  living  in  a  much  more 

permissive  society  than  the  one  in  which  many  of  us  were  raised.   Cur 

children  today  are  faced  with  many  more  obstacles  and  temptations  than 

us 
many  of,  had  to  face.   This  Is  due  to  the  fact  that  our  age  is  much  more 

enlightened,  saxsraiixasxtfeHxiKKtackSHi;  and  much  more  open,   j^rjcth-ing 
dist^cJ^jju^e<105Sii^a««r^here  is  much  more  freedom  to  make  decisions  and 
choices  that  are  both  good  and  bad.   ^o  with  all  of  this  permissiveness 
and  openness  many  parents  are  too  busy  with  their  own  lives  to  raise 
their  children  properly  and  the  raising  of  them  then  becomes  the  respons- 
ibility of  society.   And  with  this  responsibility  comes  many  problems 
as  well. 
(Illustration  of  disgruntled  school  teacher,  ,''325   2400  illust.) 

Talk  with  atsiqc  school  teachers,  or  anyone  connecting  with  our  schools 
and  many  of  them  will  reiterate  what  this  woman  has  said.   Its  sad,  but  it 
is  true.   So  it  all  goes  back  to  the  home  and  what  the  children  are  re- 
ceiving there.   If  they  are  instructed  how  to  act  and  how  to  behave  in 
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school  and  in  public,  then  for  the  most  part  they  will  not  disappoint  their 

parent ; . 

rpfcer^   are   so   ma"  r  area y  of  pat^tftal  ^esoMsibi^ty^e^ova^ 

o^  Wf^fely  kgpe  tpi^szaa?  MJaera  in— one   serfflSn  a^LoneV 


nos 

IXiL  LiitLiri.  ir  one  final  point  that  needs  to  be  made,  and  this  is  directed 
particularly  to  all  children  and  young  people  individually.   This  does  not 
mean  that  you  parents  are  to~not  listen,  but  for  the  next  few  moments  1 
would  like  to  address  the  young  people  here  this  morning. 

Perhaps  some  of  what  I  have  said  has  turned  you  off.   Perhaps  much  of 
what  I  have  said  you  do  not  particularly  agree  with.   Jut  the  biggest 
hassle  all  children,  young  people  and  parents  have  today,  is  in  the  area 
of  parental  authority.   Many  of  us  were  raised  in  a  home  where  we  were 

3ted  to  do  what  our  parents  said,  without  any  backtalk.   But  many  of 
ud  who  are  parents  have  decided  that  we  would  like  our  children  to  have 
so:7.e  say  so  in  matters  of  discipline.    ,t  unfortunately,  too  many  vow- 
people  have  taken  this  as  a  license  to  do  as  they  paease  and  to  disobey, 
and  when  this  happens,  then  Mom  and  Dad  begin  to  crack  the  whip  and  the 
young  people  rebel.   I  believe  that  all  young  people  should  again  learn  to 
respect  the  wisdom  of  parents  which  comes  with  age,  and  to  learn  that 
there  are  definite  reasons  for  parental  decisions.   In  order  to  be  trusted 
by  parents  you,  the  young  people  must  taxKra  prove  worthy  of  this  trust. 
This  means  that  if  you  are  expected  to  be  in  by  11:00,  that  you  are  in  by 
that  time.   If  you  are  expected  to  keep  your  room  tidy,  or  to  look  after 
a  few  chores  around  the  house,  that  you  take  care  of  these  things  without 
parental  nagging.   And  if  your  parents  say  that  there  is  something  they 
do  not  want  you  to  do,  then  you  should  be  man  or  lady  enough  to  accept 
their  decision  without  causing  World  ',/ar  III. 

all  of  this  brings  us  to  the  point  where  we  realize  that  par- 
are  "Keepers",  and  sometimes  I  am  sure  they  wonder  just  what  they  are 
"  :eepers"0f.   Are  they  apes?   Or  are  they  those  wonderful  gifts  from  God 
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known  as  children? 

But  also  in  all  of  this  xsxtks  lies  hidden  the  fact  that  children  are 
"Keepers"  as  well.  They  are  the  "Keepers"  of  living  the  life  that  has 
been  entrusted  to  them,  and  to  ±jnc&   be  "Keepers"  of  all  that  the  family 
has  given  them  in  any  way. 

The  ideal  child  or  young  person  is  something  all  parents  would  like  to 
raise.   This  xAm±k   ideal  has  been  called  many  things.   3y  the  young  people 
who  prob-bly  have  a  secret  yearning  inside  of  them  to  he  like  this  ideal 
boy  or  girl,  they  have  coined  the  xs  phrase  "A  Square."   h„t  is  a  h^xh 
Square? 
(Illustration  of  A  Square) 

prayervwould  be  that  all  parents  would  be  xfcxXxsKx  "The  Keepers" 
of  Squares,  and  that  all  children  and  young  people  would  become  "The 
Keepers"  of  a  oquare  in  their  lives.  S4^^jfcX^iasJ3BC^ECXKS3SXJSO.f 

]QCS8 !  Q&JlSKBieX £Wr  '  BE .  3 J  SS  g , :  SB "' 

the  very  beginning  o:  are  we  heard  about  the  sons  of  the 

pciest  Eli,  and  at  the  very  end  of  tht  ire,  we  heard  about  a 

boy  named  Samuel.   "The  sons  of  Eli  were  worthless  men;  they  knew  not  the 
Lor;'-.     re  is  the  real  secret  of  life.   To  be  worth  something  we  must 
"know  the  Lord."        he  child  Samuel,  grew  on,  and  was  in  favor  both 
with  the  Lord  and  also  with  men." 

tfhiarh  will  it  be  for  you  young  people?  Which  will  it  be  for  our 
children?   Do  they  know  the  Lord?   Do  all  of  us  know  the  Lord?   Mayball 
of  our  homes  become  the  place  where  God  is  present,  and  where  Jesus 
Christ  is  evident  in  our  lives,  and  where  we  each  one  become  and  are, 
"The  Keepers." 


....  .  ar- 

cs will  worship  the  .Fattier  in  spirit  and  *t  , 

■  ther  seeks    bo 
..  j    and   those    who  ,  ./or- 

i-D  ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  Spirit    &    trutl 

Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Pentecost  June  2,    ISfk 

Rev.   Ralph  C,    Link,   Minister 
Wins.    Velma   Colli  ns,    ORGAN  1ST 
Mr.   Ralph  Copper,    Choir   Director 
Jqdi    Waste,    Marcia  McSripe  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WQRSHIF    I0;00A.M. 

FrELUOE     MuS  I  C  I  "MoRNJNG     PRELUDE11 

"Allegretto" 
Silent   Prayer 
•Processional   Hymn  No,    322     "The  Church's  one 
♦Ascription  -   Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession   (In  Unison)   "0  Lord  Our  God,    great 

WONDERFUL     IN    GLORY,     WHO     KEEPEST     COVENANT     ANP 
FOR     THOSE     THAT     LOVE    THEE    WITH     THEIR    WHOLE     HEA 
ART    THE     LIFE     r]F    ALL,     THE    HELP    ^F     THOSE     THAT 
THEE,      THE     HOPE     OF     THOSE    WHO     CRY    UNTO     THEE,      i 
FROM     OUR    SINS,      AND     FROM    EVERY    THOUGHT    TISPLEA 
THV    GOODNESS,        CLEANSE     OUR    SOULS    AND     nr.pt  E  5, 
ANP     CONSCIENCES,      THAT    WITH     A    PURE     *E*RT     ANP 
WITH     PERFECT     LOVE    ANP     CALM    HOPE,     WE    HAY    VENTU 
AND     FETARLESSLY     Tn     PRAY     UNTO     THEE.        AMEN." 
•Kvrie  CChOIR,      COWGOEGAT  I  n*|    ANP     FaStoRJ 

•Assurance  of  F  ard-on  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastob:   '0  Losn  open  our  lips 
•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  shpw  forth 
•Dokologv   No.  55' 
Scr  i  pture  Lesson:     Acts  2'.    1-21 
Hymn  No.  ISB     "Holy  Spirit,  Truth  nviNE" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles ■  Creep) 
*Glos| a  Patbi 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor;   The  Lord  ce  with  you. 

TeoPLE:        AMP    IT'ItH     THY    SPIRIT. 

•Pastor:      Let  ua   Pray. 

*F RAVER  ANP  FRAVER  RESPONSE 
PER] NG 

Offertory:  "Ar-AGio  Sqstenuto" 

) 


Reap 

Lynns 


FOUNDATION11 


eternal, 
promise 

RT  ,      WHO 
LEE    UNTO 

eanse  us 

S  I  NG    TO 
OUR    HEARTS 

C  LEAR    M  I  Np  , 
RE    CONFI DEKTLY 


rHY    PRAISE* 


Anthem:      "Leap   Kinoly   Light"   -  Womens   Chorus  -   Dykes 
Sermon:  "FILLED  UP*rt 

Prayer  anc    LnRr's   Frayer 
*Hymn   of   DeMcatiin   No,    193   "Spirit   of  God" 
•Benepiction  a  no  Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Fhstlupe;         "Recessional"  Dunn 

--------  •Congregation   Stamping  -----    __- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on   the  Altar  have   been  placed    nv 
Mrs,   Ann  Williams    in  memory   of   "Huspand"   -  Woody. 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Allen  Botacchi,    Jphn 

Redman,    Dan  To-sko,    Ropery  Knauer,    Charles  Fenar* 
Deacon   and.  Mrs.    Paul  Viewer  will   represent   Council  at 

the  poor  topay. 
Nursery  will  ne   provided  today  py  Sharon   Stauffer, 
Laurel  Stauffer  and   Pepoie  McRride. 
^  Hospitalized:     Mrs.   Herman  Custead   5^5 »   M^s.   Homer 
Beatty   G2k,      Pvt.    Keith  Taiy,    Tripler   Army  Hospital, 
APO   San  Francisco,    Calif.    %kj,S, 
^  Wf  wish  to  congratulate  Mr.   &  Mrs.   Altemus  -  former 
Cheryl    (GillilancO   on   a  new   nanv  girl  -  now  living    in 
Evans   City* 
f  Our  s incer:  sympathy  to    the   Family  anp   Friends   of  Mrs. 
W.    A.    (Gladys)  Winters  who  passed   away  this   week*   «**a 
MONDAY   -  7:30  -  WOMEN'S  MARY   PfflJGH   CIRCLE  MEETING,  tift 
WEDNESDAY  -  7:30  -  COUNCIL  MEETING  /£*ct- 

THU^SDAY  -  NEWSLETTER  WILL  RE   PUBLISHED  -  please  have^      ' 

ALL  MATERIAL  IN  PY  WePNESPAY,  ^V 

ARC  PICNIC  *  MEMORIAL  PARK  -  MILLER  SHELTER  -  6:00  - 
on  June  \h   -  Dessert  and  Leverage  will  nE  furnished. 
MQNPAY  -  JUNE  10  -  7:30  P.M.  -  Mrs.  Arthur  Houser  will 

PE     HERE    FOR     A     TeACHERS     TRAINING     COURSE-         ALL    OFFICERS, 

Teachers  ant  interested  people  are  requested,  to  c-e 

HERE. 

TOPAY    IS  FENTECOST  -   a  time  to    rejoice    in    the   presence 
of  the  Holy   Spirit,    who    inspired  the  first   apostles 
anp  who   empowers   the   church  topay  to   carry  on   christ's 
work.     a   pamphlet   "tlme  to  ^ejolce!"  will  he  pistrip- 
utet    topay   along  with   the   hulletln  from  the   stewardship 
Council.       In   the  United   Church   of  Christ   the   General 
synod   has   asked  cnngr.ec at  i ons  to  ooserve   f entecobt 
as   a  time   of  special  fqcus   on  our  christian  worlp 
Mission. 
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speak  foreign  tongue. 
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further  check  show  per.....  Is  that  1..- 

Thus  the  foreign  tongue  so  they  understand. 

(illustration  Florida,  Italian,  Span:   ,     an) 

i.ose  speak  tongue,  to  spred  Gospel  Js 
&  not  show  off  how  wonderful  they  were. 

/''at  -.ossib  was  3p. 

peo]  literally  til'.  Sp. 

...  go  filled,  peop  thot  .' 
To  w".  ■  Lained  only  9*00      '  iposa  he 

on  explain  this  manifestation  of 
wtaic     predict. 

.  Slanley  Jones  once  pointed  out,  " .         val 
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Dave  Alexander  in  Bible, 
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Being  filled  op  manifests  self  diff  ways,  diff  peopy 
Look  at  Apostles,  see  in  them  vast  diff  exist  in 
ministry  &  lives 

te   altogether  cliff  person  than  i  aul 

ote  fjust  as  effective  in  own  way  as  Paul 
hen  diff  Timothy  Barnabas. 
3>-k  diff  Matthew,  John 

ih  lived,  worked  Js,  yet  Gospels  tell  diff  story 
diff      s  want  impart  about  "in. 

_is  good  examp  H.  ^p  working  each  person  unique 
diff  way. 

jo  when  speak  II.  Sp,  many  good  Xpians  not  comnletely 
aware  what  being  saxd. 

:ause  too  long  they  thot  of  II  3p  something  myster 
ious  and  elusive, 

this  only  evident  minister,  missionary  lives 
But  what  not  really  understood  believers,  is  that 
when  become  followers  Js  Xp,  He  become  part  of  lives 
then  H  Sp  which  really  another  manifestation  of 
God,  begin  work  live  our  heart  , 

This  motivate  us,  move  us  do  things  right,  proper. 

'33d. 

i:  inner  voice  tells  help  others,  resist  evil, 
live  better  way,  that  H  sp  God  ir 

each  here  have  H  Sp  working,  living  us, 

needdo  make  more  real,  more  evident,  is 
recognize  He  there. 
Then  must  seek  follow  ore  what  tells  do. 
Other  words,  H.  Sp,  not  something  cannot  compre 
it  God  within,  seeking  motivate  do  right 
1  be  more  instrument  for  him 

p  came  many  ways,  many  peop  diff  ways 
^wuld  name  many  this  AM 

But  would  like  tel.1  one  man  much  used  of  God  & 

how  II  Sp  came  to  work  in  his  life. 
(Illustration  William  ^ooth) 

ioday  may  be  just  nother  day  many  peop  in  many 

diff  churches. 
Sadly  enuf  it  day  often  overlook  in  haste  observe 
all  secular  days  crept  into  church  calendar. 

3  day  soon  over  as  each  day  draws  close , 
perhaps  need  bow  before  God  this  AM  &  pray  as  man 
prayed, 

od,  do  it  again.   Jo  it  again.   Jill  even  me 

l  your  Holy  Spirit  lc  let  me  be  completely  Pilled 
Up,  even  as  those  men  of  old.   0  God,  do  it  again] " 


"Filled  Up!" 
;:    Acts  2:4%,    "And  they  were  all  filled  with  tfc  ■  irit." 

■  -y  is  Pentecos  Lay.      The  v/ord  Pentesost   is  from  the  Greek  word, 

".^tecoste   or  Pentecostos,    meaning  fiftieth.      xkxisxikKXXXxiXBkkxiiiy  The 
first  Pentecost  wasSO  days  after  the  Passover  in  AD  30,   and  it  fell   on 
Sunday  Hay  28th.      Tradition  has  it   that  the   events   of  Pentecost  took  place 
in  the  upper  room  in  Jerusalem.      SHiJAS^3[ti£iij£KXMKKI^gtaJ;g&AijtxJtkfltx&gia: 
Ktea?±KKxtkatXMm3ncMSXKxax3bctH^sxkB^xxxxitffis^":  chHTstsExfckayxxxg 

HSKXK^csxsKfflfei^xiisr/rtlOTxiqrosExrHHisxxxiS^ 
£Eexl:exiibixsirK2&x±]!r/rir-  -.  iisrxi±xxsxpXHfcafe3csxtka'kxt;ksyxwKrsxB:Ktxs£ 

The  opening  events  must  have  taken  place  there,    and  the  remainder  of  the 
events  must   have  been  out   odl  doors.      I      the   1st   chapter   they   are   assembled 
in  per   room.      Je  read   in  the   2nd    chapter" they  hxkx  were   all   to- 

gether."     And  while   they  are   thus   assembled"there   came   the   sound  like   the 

:h  of  a  mighty  wind,    and  it   filled  all  of  the  house  where  they  were 
.  ek 
sittini  . "'        The   word  for  this  wind  is  Pneuma  which  means   either  air  or 

breath.      You  may  recognize   it   as   being  a  part   of  the  v/ord 

dch  has  to  do  with  compressed  air 
pneumatic,    or  pneumonia,    which  has    bo  do   with  EHsqEEESSKsfcxajncx  a  disease 

of  the  respiratory  organs.   If  we  use  the  word  in  the  sense  that  it  is 

Breath,  then  we  can  see  that  this  rush  of  a  mighty  wind  was  the  very 

"Breath  of  God"  that  came  upon  them  and  into  their  midst. 

And  we  read,  "They  were  all  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  and  began  to  speak 

in  other  tongues,  as  the   irit  gave  them  utterance.   What  took  place  was 

a  phenomenon  that  has  never  been  fully  explained.   Barclay  passes  it  off 

as  being  some  sort  of  "unintelligle  gibberish.   David  Alexander  in  jierdmans 

Handbook  of  the  Bible  states,  "Normally  the  Apostles  difficult  Galilean 

speech  would  have  been  hard  to  follow.  Now  to  their  astonsihment ,  every- 

v-jne  XHXkx  in  this  mixed  gKHsqi  audience  heard  his  own  language  being  spoken." 

The  Galilean  sgSKEk  dialect  was  uniquely  identifiable,   tfe  can  read  of  this 

in  Luke's  account  of  Peter's  denial  of  Jesus,  when  a  man  accused  Peter  of 
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being  with  Jesus  by  stating,  "Certainly  this  man  also  was  with  him;  for  he 
if  i  Galilean."   Peters  speech  had  given  him  away.   Xk^xi^xxKXKHXxjsaHsricfciH: 
13iatxtlissKxi:kxsx^iHHFX!a*xaa±±±Kaiixx5tKE  But  if  we  really  want  to  know  what 
took  place,  we  need  to  take  the  Dcripture  reference  and  read  it  for  our- 
selves.  The  ocripture  states  very  plainly  that  all  of  these  XK&pxH  Jews 
who  had  been  living  in  different  parts  of  the  then  known  world,  and  who  all 
spoke  different  languages,  were  being  spoken  to  by  these  Galileans  in  their 
own  native  tongue  and  not  in  Aramaic. 

Barclay  and  all  of '-the  other  interpreters  who  want  to  explain  away  the 
mighty  power  of  God  may  do  so.   But  I  firmly  believe  that  we  need  to  ace 
that  which  we  cannot  completely  understand  as  the  sovereignty  and  majesty 
of  -vlraighty  God.   Jesus  said,  "With  God  all  things  are      '  le , "  and  this 
we  need  to  believe  and  accept. 

need  to  understand  what  speaking  in  tongues  really  means  because  it 
v  <3  been  misused  and  Is  questioned  very  seriously  today.   ../hen  the  -Disciples 
were  given  ;         on  xenteceet  it  was  so  that  they  could  speak  to  others 
ir  the  language  that  they  understood,   The  speaking  in tongues  movement  is 
still  prevalent  today  in  what  we  know  as  the  Pentecostal  churches.   But  much 
of  this  is  not  legitimate,  because  the  people  who  supposedly  are  speaking  in 
tongues  are  merely  speaking  a  gibberish  that  someone  supposedly  interprets. 
Host  people  question  the  validity  of  this  and  with  good  reason.   If  we  0 
the  question  why  we  do  not  have  speaking  intongues  today,  we  need  to  also 
ask  why  we  would  need  it2   Would  it  prove  anything  this  morning  if  I  were 
to  begin  speaking  to  you  in  Latin  or  Gree|i?  Of  course  not,  and  this  is  the 
answer,   God  does  not  want  me  to  talk  to  you  in  anything  except  English, 
because  this  is  what  w     iak  and  what  we  understand.   There  have  been  cases 

/ice    Ot-Q  ££ 

ttej.L   I*t»v&-gggd  abfferb  where  a  person  in  a  group  of  _wor snipers  suddenly 

.gin  to  speak  in  French  or  Latin,  and  when  it  was  checked  into  the  person 

r 

who  spoke  toad  never  taken  the  language  in  school^  and  upon  further  checking 
it  was  learned  that  there  were  people  xfahece  who  could  not  spe"  ish  and 
thus  the  grmich  or  La.l?in  was  beneficial  to  them  anfi  they  were  able  to  hear 


-3- 
the  Gospel  in  their  native  tongu  . 

3  real  parpose  of  this  speaking  in  tongues  was  to  spread  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  not  to  show  off  howxwonderful  t       ...   Jhat  made  it 
possible  was  the  indwelling  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  they  were  people 

i.terally  filled  with  the  Spirit.   In  fact  they  were  so  filled,  thay 
:-3  accused  of  being  drunk,  To  which  rater  gave  them  the  answer  that  it 

was  only  3: 00  AM  and  impossible  for  them  to  be  drunk.   He  went  on  to  explai  n 
that  this  was  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  promised  by  J<      hrist  , 
Stanley  Jones  once  pointed  out,  "Christmas  is  the  festival  of  God 
;  _  entecost  is  God  in  is."  To  which  he  adds  the  question,  "Is  God 
more  with  us  than  in  us?2   tfhich  is  a  very  good  question,  for  if  God  is 
more  in  us  t^HrootExacErHxixiisa  then      n  be  lieterally  filled  up.  Filled 
irit.   But  we  must  remember  that  we  cannot  fill  ourselves, 
-  can  only  be  done  by  God.   Go  then  we  must  put  ourselves  in  the  way  of 
3  filled. 

-.en  we  balk  of  being  filled  up       he  opirit,  we  must  realize 
is  is  not  just  one  set  t"  :  to  everyone.   Being  filled 

a         e  Spirit  manifests  itself  in  different  ways  in  different  people. 
_  ak  at  the  Apostles  and  see  in  them  the  vast  differences  that  existed  in 

Lstries  and  lives.  later  was  an  altogether  different  person  than 
Paul.   But  Peter  was  .just  as  effective  in  his  own  way  as  Paul,   otephen 
was  different  from  Timothy  or  Barnabas.   Look  at  the  vast  difference  be. - 

•itthew,    s&sfcixwaxk ,    and  fcftsxX2£j£XJs±K  John.  of   them  lived  and 

worked  with  Jesus   and  yet   their  Gospels   tell   an  3 :her  different   story 

Jesus   and  the  things  they  wanted  t  rt  about  &\m.     This  Is   a  good 

:    lple   of   how  the    Soly  Spirit   works   in  each  person  in  a  unique   and  differe  nt 
■ 
_                                      oak  of  the  dt,     lany   good  christians  are  not  com- 

pletely aware   of  what   Is  being  said,   because   for  too  long  they  have  thought 
of   the   Holy    Spirit   as   so  '      :  mysterious   and  elusive   that   is   only  evident 

11?^TfK*'f1lftiT2Ti  r  ) il Ml   l  if"* 


what   is  not  really  under- 
in    the   lives   of  preachers   and  missionaries.      But  ikKXSESEKixKfocfekisxisDc 

ood  by  believers,  is  that  when  we  become  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  He 


then  becomes  a  part  of  our  lives,  and  the  holy  spirit  which  is  really 
only  another  manifestation  of  G-od,  ik±s  begins  to  live  within  our  hearts 
and  motivates  us  and  moves  us  to  do  those  things  that  are  right  and  proper 
and  good.   That  small  inner  voice  that  tells  you  to  help  others,  to  fea 
resist  evil,  to  live  in  a  better  way,  that  is  the         'it  of  God  in 
you,   tfe  each  of  us  here  this  morning  have  the  uoly  Spirit  working  and  livi  ng 
in  us,  and  all  we  need  to  do  to  make  Him  more  real  and  more  evident  in  our 
lives  is  to  recognize  lie  is  there,  and  seek  to  follow  more  of  what  He  tells 
us  to  do.   In  other  words  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  something  we  cannot  com- 

l,  but  it  is  God  within  us  seeking  to  motivate  us  to  do  right  and  to 
be  more  of  an  instrument  for  Him, 

The      >pirit  has  come  to  many  people  in  many  different  ways, 
-ould  name  nunerous  people  this  morning,  but  1  would  merely  like  to  tell 
you  of  a  man  who. much  used  of  God,  and  how  he  came  to  have  theHoly  Spirit 
work  in  his  life. 
(Illustration  of  William  Sooth) 

lay  may  be  just  another  day  to  many  people  in  many  different  churches  . 
Jadly  enough  it  is  a  day  that  we  often  overlook  in  our  haste  to  observe  all 
of  the  other  secular  days  that  have  crept  into  our  church  calendars, 
gentecost  will  soon  be  over  Just  as  x±±  each  day  draws  to  a  close. 
perhaps  we  need  to  bow  before  God  this  morning  and  pray  as  that  man  pra;.   . 
rod,  do  It  again.   Do  it  again „   Fill  even  me  with  your  Holy  opirit  and 
let  me  be  completely  filled  up  even  as  those  men  of  old.   0  God,  do  it 
again." 


you,  beloved,  build  yourselves  up  on  your  most 
holy  ■'    ;   cay  in  the  ^olj  Spirit;  keep  yourselvesj 

;  wait  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord. 
T  >us  Christ  unto  eternal  life, 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Fennsylvani a 
Trinity  Sunday  June  9,     \S?k 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,   Minister 
Mrs.    Velma   Collins,    Organist 
Mr,   Ralph  Cooper,   ChoJr   Director 
Jodje  Marte,    Marcia  McSRtDE  -  Acqlvteb 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    10:00  A.M. 

Prelude:  Music  1  "Prelude    in   E"  Sersieson 

,tThe  Hour   or  Worship*1  Coffman 

3) Lent  Praver 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    165   "All  hail   the  power  op  Jesus'    name" 
"Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Gracious   God,    Father  of  our   Lord 

Jesus   Christ,    you  have   promised   to   receive  us  when  we 

come  to   you.      We  confess    that  we   have  sinned   against   you 

IN     THOUGHT,     WORD     AND     PEED.        We    HAVE    DISOBEYED     YOUR     LAW. 

We  have  not  loved  you  or  our  neighbors  as  we  should. 
Forgive  us,  0  God,  and  Grant  that  we  may  live  and  serve 
you  in  newness  of  life;  through  Jeeus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. h 
•Kvrie    (ChoIr*  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

*Pastor :   (0  Lord  open  our  lips 

^People:  And  our  m-outh  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

*  Do  X  n  LI  G  y    Nb .  55 1 

Scripture  Lesson:     Esther  M- 
Hymn  No.   1 91   "Breathe  on  me,  Breath  hf  God" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles1  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patr  i 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People:  And  wjth  thy  spirit. 
•Pasthr:  Let  us  Fray, 
"Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory!      "Offerto ire"  Wells 

Baptism:     Eric  Christopher  H&llefreunp  *  son  of 
Mr.  a  Mrs,  Thomas  Hollefreumd 

) 


Fiano   Duet!        "Salut  p' Amour"  Elgar 

Kitty   Feder  and  Marilyn  Stephenson 
Sermon:  "WHO   KNOWS?'' 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer  binds" 

"Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  280  "Blest  be   the  tie  that 

•Benediction  ano   Three  Polo  Amen 
Organ  Fostlupe:  "Allegro"  Broadheaei 

--------  'congregation  standing  -  _ 

The  Lovely  Flo»'ehb   nn  the  Altar  have   been  placed   by 

Clara   ano   Florence  Shakely   in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones". 
Serving  as  Ushers   today  are:     *Wallv   Feder,   John   Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    James  Maloney  ano   Steve  Vargo, 
Elder   Robert   Tait  will  be   at  the  poor  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today  oy  Barbara  Vargc   and 

Karen  Kenneoy. 
If  you  wish  to   have  credit  fob  Church  School  and   a 

perfect  attendance   pin  -  be  sure  to  sign  up    in  the 

narthex  unr.er  correct  date, 
today  -  we  neep  a  couple  of  men  to  help  bet  up  four 

taples    in  the  Undercroft  for   the  Teachers   Training 

COURSE  ON  MoNnAY  NIGHT. 

MONDAY  -  7:30  -  Gospel  of   Light   Teacher's  Course  - 
Mrs.   Arthur  Houser  will   be  here  for  a  Teachers   Train- 
ing Couhse.      All  Officers,    Teachers  and   interested 
people  are  requested  to   de  here. 

FRIDAY  -  6:00  -  ARC  Ficnic   in  the  Park  -  Memorial 
Park  -  Miller  Shelter  -  Dessert   and  Beverage  will  oe 
furnished  -  Dan  Boeko's    in  charge.     AfKT£C 

Hospitalized  -  Mrs.   Herman  Custgap  and  Mrs.   Homer 
Beatty, 

TODAY  -  We  have   new  living   Ferns   on  the  Altar  -  which 

WERE    PLACED    BY    DoNN    E.    Ml  LLER    AS    A    LIVING    MEMORIAL 

to   Hie   "Mother"  Mrs,   Dorothy  Kalb  Miller. 

QoNN       HAS    DONE    Bo    MUCH    FOR    OUR    CHURCH,     AMP    NOW    HE 
NEEDS     OUR     THOUGHTS     AND     F  RAVERS.    AND     HOPE    HE     WILL    DE 
APLE    TO    RETURN    TO    WORK    BOON    FROM    A    SERIOUS    [JACK     INJURY. 

His   address    ssi     6282  Rahoapob  Ave.,    Cypress,    Calif. 
9063O. 
New  Programs   for  the  year  for  the  ARC  Clabb  are 
availaole.     you  may  pick  them  up   in  the  office  or 
frhm  an  Officer  of  the  Class.      Don't  forget  to   call 
the   Rhuce  McHripe's  283-g9S0  now  for  Reservations   - 
Family  Camping  -  Aug.    9,10,11    -  open  to   C^'rcm. 
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riov/s?"  ^- 

:  ''Then  Hordecai  told  them  to  return  answer  to  Esther,  "Thin1-  not 
it  in  the  king's  palaceyou  will  escape  anymore  than  all  the  other  Jews. 
.  if  you  keep  silence  at  such  a  time  as  this,  re"      id  deliverance 
-  ..ill  rice  fro:::  the  Jews  from  another  quarter,  hut  you  and  your  father 's 
house  will  perish.   And  ather  you  have  not  come  to        .  - 

dom  for  such  a  time  as  this?"" 

Today  and  next  Sunday  our  sermons  will  be  taken  from  the  Old  Testament 
boc         sr.  You  have  heard  me  urge  you  to  read  your  "ibles  from  time 
sis  to  time.   These  sermons  are  a  result  of  re-reading  the  book  of  Esther 
for  the  third  time.   -  9  first  tno  times  I  read  it,  no  ideas  came  to  me. 
But  just  jdbts  in  the  last  few  weeks  I  was  reading  it  through,  and  two 
very  vivid  things  in  this  book  seemed  to  leap  out  at  me  from  its  pages. 
' a  the  value  of  reading  your  Bibles.  You  may  read  the  same  passag 
over  and  over  and  never  have  a  new  them,  but  you 

re-read  them  again  and  have  a  new  and  different  mes  to  you  in 

Is  is  also  "  '  rithin  you  which 

about  last 
To  understand  what  is  :.       slace  in  our  Scripture  for  this  morni-  . 
we  need  to  go  over  some  of  the  background  of  the  pters.   3£Jik 

ksskxsiH3rfcsxHH±x«±fck  Esther  was  an  MatKXJgaiKmiLxlsjt.  had  been 

by  a  Cousin  named  iiordecgi,   Esther  and  Hordecai  were  Je"  . 
The  king  of  Persia  King  Ahasuerus  or       ~-rxes  I  which  was       'eek 
,  had  thrown  several  banquets  and  during  one  of  the  banquets  he  had 
to  have  the  queen  make  a  public  appearance  before  the 
people.   Queen  Vashti  was  -man  and  tl         rated  to 

show  her  off  in  all  her  finery.   But  the  queen  reduBed  to  come  forward 
from  her  :  '        was  very  - 

,  this  point  he  called  upon  his  Inquire  as  to  what  he 

should  do.   They  advised     to  write  up  a  decree  statin         ien 
iti  f         'ition  a  ier  queen  ~-        i  be 

stead.  So  all  of  t    eautiful      ;  ladies  in  the  tin  - 
dom  were  brought  to  the  king  ta  from  which  he  was  to  choose  a  new  queen. 
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ong  these  young  ladies  was  Esther.   Esther  found  favor  in  the  sight 
f  the  king  ar  ;     -is  selected  to  be  the  new  queen.   The  kin    '   not 

not  to  reveal  it. 
e  court  of  "        there  xas  were  two  conspirators  who  plojrted 
Lng.  lac e  and  s 

;e,  gave  Esther  thia  message  which  she  relayed  to  th 
had  them  arrested.  Thus  Mordecai  had  saved  the  life  of  the  kii  . 

luerus  appoint;-     sn  named  irime  Minister, 

..aman  had  the  control  over  and  above  all  of  :-      inces  of  the  court 
i  ig.   All  of  the  princes  and  all  of  the  servants  of  the       -re 
commanded  by  t     .ng  to  bow  to  Haaan.         read  that  Mordecai  did  not 
bow  to  Hainan.   The   '  o  were  at  1" 

.,  .  5ke  to  him  about  this  and  quest'         he  did  not  bow  to  Haman. 

•as  a  Je  . 
jO   these  a  "■-*"-  and  told  hi  of  "%is  and  haman  became 

-;_ous.  j       ,  was  not  content  to  merely  have  Mordecai 

slain,  and  thus  he  devised  a  scheme  whereby  all  of  the  Sews      ;  be 

[e  plotted'-to  have  the  £kk  entire  Je  '    lation  in  xersia  hilled. 
according  to  a  popular  :      ;ion  of  that  time,   and  this  is  of  Baby- 
lonian origin,  there  was  a  certain  time  and  place  to  do  everyt"  ing.   The 

:  Ecclesiastes        this  out  very  well.  had  lots  cast 

to  determine  when  this  destruction  of  the  Jews  was  to  take  "lace. 

The  calendar  at  that  time  ran  from  spring  until  the  next  spring.  This 
was  because  the  ritual  of  Fassover  fc  ice  over  every:-  j    lse. 

year  thus  began  in  the  middle  of  March  which  was  called  the  mc 

Nisan.  jo  in  an  or  Mainshx&H  the  middle  of  March  to  the 

in  the  year  473 
'die  of  April,  lots  were  cast  for  the  destruction  of  the  Jews.   The 

lay  for  this  destruction  fell  to  the  13th  day  of  the  12th         Lch  was 

called  Adar,  and  was  from  mid  February  to  Mid  March. 

Then  haman  went  to  the   '     ' -  that  a  certain  race  of  people 
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Lch  he  did  not  name,  had  its  own  laws  and  did  not  observe  the  royal 

licts,  and  he  promised  the  king  he  would  pay  10,000  talents  of  silver 

or  about  18  million  dollars  into  the  tresury  if  the       oald  give  the 

edict  bo  have  these  people  killed.  The  king  naturally  not  wanting  to  have 

ies  within  his  kingdom  agrees  to  their  destruction,  but  he  tenls  Haman 

he  can  keep  the  money  he  would  have  donated  to  the  treasury 

for  getting  rid  of  these  people,   fo  show  his  good  faith  he  gives  him  his 

iet  ring  as  a  le    of  his  faith  in  Haman, 

is  we  arrive  at  the  pmjnt  where  our  scripture  br      i     en    where 

■lecai  is  sitti  '     "  "   in  sackcloth  and  ashes.   Esther 

ens  of  this  and  sends  a  with  clothing,  and  to  inquire 

:  is  doi    this.  :11s  the  servant  to  tell  Ssther  the  story  , 

hat  is  to  '      ace,  and  since  she  is  the  queen  to  tell  the  king  of 

Injustice.  Esther     ~   the  servant  back  to  I'lordecai  to  tell 

that  even  she  is  not  permitted  to  appear  before  he 

her. 

: cdecais  tells  "  are  to  give  to  Esther.        s , 

not  in  the  kin  'ill        any  more  than  all  the  other 

:•  if  yo\ -Hence  at  sxkisa xiiksxlrkxx  s^ie       e  as  this, 

relief  \  n  iverance  will  rise  for  the  Jews  from  anothe.:      rer,  but 

id  your       's  house  will  perish.   And  who  knows  whether  yon  have 
t  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  tj       "his." 

from  this  reasoning   '  Mordeeai         er  sees  true  role 

instance  and                   to  him  thai  before 

the       -hidden  to  come  forws            ys,  "If  I  perish,  _ 

People  have  q                                    ?  this  is  a      itory,  and  ?  it 

deals  with              Lie.   Io  b  of  the  question!]  use 

throughout  the  10  brief  chapters  o  '        ",  not  once  is  the  na       tod 

•Lth  the  er"          se  of  t  '    !:o  nee 

Impart,  then  I  believe  you  will  see 

3e  of  the  boc  .    ~'r                       >ut  all  of  this  story  '       mowle 

"3  havi'-.     ■  ad  in  the  1ives  of  each  of  tl  involved. 
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'  you  ask  if  I  believe  it  really  happened,  the  answer  is  yes  I  do. 
fcheolo      Findings  have  confirmed  not  only  the  king  of  persia  mentioned 

story,  but  many  other  t'      that  show  it  is  actual  hisfcor;  . 

-  - 

Intone  commentary  I  read"  the  que   '       Mordecai  did  not  bow  do 

/ 

to  daman,  to  which  it  did  not  give  an  answer.   But  if  '     istory 

well  en.  :  a  real  Jew  would  not  bow  down  to  anyone  except 

first   5 
bedience  to  fche.ee  tents. 

If  we   look  at   each  part   of   this   story  we   can   see   the  working   of  God. 

the   queen  was  put   away  because  of  her  refusal  to   obey  the  king.      The 771 

3ther  and  what   is     ihes  -:    is  a  Jewess,   one  of 

'3  chosen  people.      Then  who  t        life   of  Lr    .        or- 

:ai  another  Jew.  se   that   God  is  '  ""Irs   of 

If    fT      AJ-^A/J-       fLslCfjj  — 

■•inn  fit   nVn'riyi   mr  t4 

cently  we  have  been  hear.'-        "  ll  lot 
1  this  story  is  a  good  e       of  the  working  of  Sfctan  in  the  lives  of 
had  worked  his  way  into  the  heart  of  liaman, 
"  >d  to  de story  the  people  of  Israel.  utld  to 

'  :'i   ..■oil,  for  the  simple  reason  that  from      ]  was  to  cone 
Lah,  the  deliverer  of  God's  people.   Thus  if 
plan,  if  he  could  nip  it  in  the  bud,  then  God  could  not  overcome  Satan. 
we  sen  in  each  instance  that  God  is  in  control  and  that  lie  ha^  placed 
: bher  and  Mordecai  at  this  point  in  time  to  be  his  woman  and  man  of  f 
hour.   The  question  that  nordecai  poses  to  Esther  is  one  that  sh   "   lake 
al]  .  .    ponder  our  relationship  to  Jod,  tfher       ;,  "And       ows 
3r  jou  have  not  come  to  fc]    '      for  such  a  time  as  this?" 
Look  at  the  history  of  bl  e  Israelites  right  down  to  our  present  day. 
start:      ,    )ah  as  the  first  one  to  b      nan  of  the  hour  in  Seliverir 
^_ne  people.       __■:".  1,  Moses,  Joshua,  Saul,  David,  Solomc      on  and 
on.   Time  after  tine,  people  have  been  inspired  by       to  destroy  God'd 
people,  but  tine  after  tine  they  have  been  thwarted,   in  our  own  day  it   ->^- 
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has  been  Hitler,   and  Stalin,    and  Krusehev.      Right  now  it  is  Breshnev,    and 
ypt   and  the  Arabs.      But   in  each   and   every  instance   God  has   raised  up 

~f.en   of -the   iraur.      In  each  instance   we   could  well   ask,    "Who  knows 
ither  those  who  have  delivered  these  people  had  not   come  to  the   kit 
:   such  a  tine   as  this?" 

3n  we  put  it  in  this  light,  we  realize  saeh  have  a  set  ti 

a   set   purpose   for  being   in    sxistence.      You  are  not   an   ac cider 
God's   landscape.     You  are  here  because   God  wants  you  to  be  >iere.      Therefore 

deternine    just  what   it   is   that   God  has   in   store   for  Me.      The 
sp>  w  y  V:  JTMnryte fo  rewycrto  m  m  jgM«>:i?KH]gxhMJLMJt, xSitfegxafcciigKSJtfcyxkaiaaifflLggx t he    answer   iaxiiiiscfc 

:~£K%.  to  the  "  xows^",    is  .      So  then 

need  to  as      P      :■  what  purpose  are  we  here?"     The  answer  of  course   is"  dor 
bo   look  to  God  in  determinir  '    .  '   comecto  God  in  prayer  and 

itation,   and  is   individually  as  to  are  here. 

■  ■';   attenders       '      Ls  church,   but  we  are   to  be 
'   builders   of  Hid  ,    and  determine  where  we  fit 

by  see'  :  r.iH       Jesus   said,    "    =  )t  chosen  me,   bu  t  I 

sen  you."     3y  this  >ed   at  this  moment,   at 

Lme,    in  this   local-       -     he  will   of   Almighty         ".  . "      God 

.,    and   it   is   only  by   stri1"'  liv  life   through  Jesus   Chri 

as     ut  Lord   and  Saviuor  that  we  can  have  the  answers  to  the   Who's,    and 

r*s  and   £h  'life.  "      in   your  life  and  ti 

you  too  will    know. 


'I  am  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega, "says  the  Lord  God, 
who  is  and  who  was  and  who  is  to  come,  the  Almighty. 


ST,    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Second   Sunday  After  Pentecost  June    16,    I9JU 

Father's   Day 

Rev.   Ralph   C.    Link,  Minister 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins,   Organist 
Mb.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Fam  Fry,   Ellen  Master  -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF  WORSHIP    [0:00   A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Prelude    in  E"  Sach 

"Allegretto"  Lymes 

Silent  Prayer 
•Frocesbional  Hymn  No.    3 11*       "How  firm*  F'.uNrAti™" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
♦Confession    (In   Unison)    "0   Goo,    who   has    given   us  the   power 

TO  OIBOERN  SHOO  FROM  EVlL,  HEAR  US  AS  WE  CONFESS  OUR  SINS. 
We  KNOW  THAT  WE  HAVE  FA t LEO  THEE  AND  OURSELVES.   ReGAROLESS 
OF  HOW  GOOD  WE  HAVE  fEEN,  WE  REALIZE  THAT  WE  HAVE  NOT  BEEN 
THE  KINO  OF  PERSON  THAT  Vou  WANT  US  TO  OE.   SOMETIMES  OUR 
BELIEF  IN  OUR  OWN  GOODNESS  HAS  PREVENTED  US  FROM  SEEING 
OUR  SINFULNESS.   WE  HAVE  FELT  THAT  ACKNDWLEDG I NG  You  HAS 
MADE  US  OETTER  THAN  OTHERS,   OpEN  OUR  EYES,  0  LORD,  TO 
OUR  HimEN  SINE.  A3  WE  MAKE  A  SINCERE  AN"  HUMRLE  CONrEESION 
IN  THE  NAME  OF  CHRIST.   AmeN,  " 

•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  ano  Fastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•F^ai ss 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

•Fedple:      ANr   our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

*DoKOL0GY  NO.      55' 

Scripture  Lesson:     Esther  6 
Hymn  No.  198     "Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord" 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Path] 
•Call  to  F rayer 

•Pastor:  The  Lowr  n.E  with  you. 
♦People:  And  with  thv  spirit. 
•Fabtor:  Let  ub  Pray. 
•Prayer  ano  Prayer  Response 
Offering 


Christian  soldiers" 
D1 aurel 


^ 


Offertory:  "Adagio   Sostenuto"  Scott 

Solo:  Cyndie  Syrert 

Sermon:  "GOD'S  NO-DOZE!" 

Trayer  ano  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   292     "Onward, 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Fostlupe:  "Recessional" 

_-____-  *Congregati on  Standing  ------    -- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed-   oy 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    Dave  Curtis   in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as   Ushers   today   are!      *Don  Ki ngsley,    Oaryl 

Tait,    John  Dreher,    Gary  Fenar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Mike  Nazaruk  will  represent  Council 

AT    THE    DOOft     TOnAY. 

Nursery  will  re   provided  today  nv  Mrs.   Margaret  Covert 
and  Paula   Stephenson. 

ospitalized:     Mrs.   Herman  Cubteao,   FAb*^— M*ottw* 
riEnpflccni,   ^OMH.   Mrs.   Joan  Vogel  -  Free.   Hose-.    Pitts. 

If   you   are  visiting  with  us   today  oe  sure  ano   sign 

_the  Guest  Register   on  the   left   side  of  the  Sanctuary. 

Don't  forget  to  get  in  touch  with  Mr  .  8.  Mrs.  Truce 
Mc^ripe  283-8980  for  Reservations  if  you  plan  to 
go   camping  Aug.    9,    !0,    II   -  This   Family  Camping   date 

15    OPEN    TO    THE    ENTIRE    CHURCH. 

ARC  -  Programs  for  the  year  are  available  in  the  Office 
please  pick  your  copy  up. 

The  response  to  the  Tapes  has  oeen  tremendous  -  many 
have  been  place0  a6  memorials,  others  rought  to  0e 
placec  in  homes  of  shut-inb,  memorials  will  oe 

PUBLISHED  IN  THE  NeWBLETTER  FOR  AUGUST. 

Have  you  bigned  up  for  Confijmation  Class  and/or 

Confirmation  Camp7 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  185. 
CONGRATULATIONS!   TO  TERRY  McGARRAH  -  he  I S    HOW 

officially  signed  with  the  PIRATES,  -  Good  Luck. 
THE0S  PROGRAM  COMING  TO  RJTLER,   There  is  a  definite 

NEED  FOR  A  SPIRITUALLY  ENRICHED  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 
FOR  THE  WIDOWED  WITHIN  THE  FRAMEWORK  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Looking  toward   this   goal,    an    I nterdenomi nati onal  group 

CALLED    THEOS    IS    OEING    ORGANIZED     IN    HuTLER.         It    WILL 
BE     SPONSORED     BY     St.     MARK'S     LUTHERAN    CHURCH    WITH     THE, 
CO-OPERATION    OF    MANY    CHURCHES.     FlRBT    MEETING    JUNE    <?0, 

at   8-.00  P.M.    St.   Mark's   Luthsran  Church     basement. 


/•         fur-&£~      /"'-'/• 
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Very  peop  he  deliberate  set  destroy,  very  easily 
end  up  destroy  him, 

TJ  may  read  remain  portion  book  find  out  happen  to 

H.  an. 
Only  10  chaps  ft  fascinating  reading 

Here  we  confront  unique  set  events 
wl  '■  start  out  simple  plan  exterminate  pest  to  1 
in^j.v  &  ward  off  others  of  group  become  loathsome, 
now  thickened  into  plot  of  mystery  intrigue 

When  we  analyse  events  this  story  we  C  plainly  hand 
of  Al,  God  in  backgr,  using  simple  means  accomplish 
overthrow  Satan  ft  evil  against  His  peop. 

At  beg.  chap  we  C  something  spectacular  we  prone 

overlook  completely. 

1st  vs  reads.  Y'pn  that  nipht  the  king  could  not  sleep 
King  could  not"  sleep. 
How  simple,  yet  how  profound 
Most  instances,  most  peops  minds  not  say  much 
When  look  sleeplessness  of  king  doesn't  have  much 
effect  on  us. 
Here  an  indiv  wealth,  power,  position,  prestige, 
ft.  he  afflicted  common  malady  effect  many  his  peop. 
We  tempted  say,  "So  what?" 
Is  it  conincidence? 
Is  merely  monarch  with  insomnia? 

I  think  not.   I  see  in  this  examp  how  God  will  step 
into  life  of  person  &  cause  His  plan  be  set  in  motion 
I  sure  all  seen  commercial  TV  advertise  pills  whan 
drive  no  get  sleepy,  Ho«-Doze. 
Here  an  examp  God's  No-Doze. 
It  not  pill  or  tablet, 
It  merely  God  step  in  ft  disturb  person  sleep 

When  we  contemplate  that  God  does  not  need  always  do 
large  things,  spectacular  things  accomplish  purpose, 
we  cannot  help  be  overawed  His  power  &  majesty. 
Dr.  Hurray  write  poem  about  this, 
(Illustration  power  of  God) 
There  may  be  emps  &  rulers ,  may  always  be  kings 
such  as  king  in  Persia  Jime  of  Est. 
But  ruler3  ft  kings  come  ft  go,  but  always  there 
will  be  x  God. 
&  God  will  always  step  in  to  work  His  purpose 
out. 
5   has  disturbed  sleep  of  peop  too  numerous  mention 
±a   each  instance  there  was  set  meaning,  purpose  that 

was  shown  thru  lives  of  peop  involved, 
(Illustration  of  woman  letting  go) 


"God's  No-Doze!" 

Tq  ':  Esther  6:1, 

"On  that  night  the  king  could  not  sleep;  and  he  gave 
orders  to  bring  the  book  of  memorable  deeds,  the 
chronicles,  and  they  were  read  before  the  king," 

(iLj-uafcrati  >n  of  Jhurch  members  trying  to  reform  man 
This  good  examp  Rob.  Burns  quote,  "The  best  laid 
plans  of  mice  and  men  often  go  awry." 
Scrip  read  morn,  nother  examp  of  this 

Ladt  hiun  we  look  plot  llaman  destroy  all  Jews, 
&  today  we  lookwhat  transpire  after  Haman  sat  plan 
in  motion 
We  read  king  unable  sleep,  decide  read,  make  sleepy 
book  he  chose  read,  book  events  happening  kingdom, 
like  read  reminisce  scrapbook. 
From  book  servant  read  incident  slip  king  mind 
This  involve  Mord.  get  info  to  king  about  plot 
kill  king,  king  kill  2  perpetrators 
The  king  ask  servants  if  Word  reward  for  this, 
They,  tell  no 
Now  Haman  came  court  early  that  morn 
King  ask  who  there,  told  Haman 
King  call  in  Haman,  Prime  Minister  to  conference 
Haman  stand  before  king,  king  ask, 
" What  shall  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  de- 
light's to  honor?" 
Haman  impressed  with  self-importancem  naturally  i«- 
pgc  aged  ^Lfca  <aalC,  thinks  king  means  him. 
He  say  self,  "Whom  would  the  king  delight  to  honoi 
more  than  me?" 
d    as   give  king  instructions  what  he  think  should  b€ 
done,  think  all  along  honors  belong  to  him. 
Can  U  imagine  shock  Haman  felt,  &  sense  disappoint 
when  he  discover  man  Hard? 
Imagine  that?  Mord  the  Jew,  only  pers  in  king 
court  who  no  bow  to  him. 

This  kxxxkkxkxx  nerve  to  ignore  Prime  Min.  Haman 
This  lesson  remind  us  story  Js  tell  follow  about 
banquet  ft  take  low  seat,  perhaps  be  honored _ 
This  exact  position  Haman  find  self  this  time. 

Poor  Saman  can  only  swallow  pride  see  Mord  honored 
""hen  read  end  chap  Haman  go  home  mourn  fact  he  no 
anger  #1  man  in  kingdom,  he  not  exclusive  VIP_ 
Wife  &   advisers  instead  sympathize,  rub  salt  in 
wounds,  predict  perhaps  little  world  tumble  around 
ears. 


'Here  common  exaffip  of  this.  5/ 

I  say  common  because  all  it  takes  is  that  person 
lpt  God  work  his/her  life 
'   mean  try  see  just  what  God  try  say/do  thru  us. 

(Illustration  newsboy  San  Fran) 
God  too  powerful  ^  any  1  to  beat  or  best 
If  need  not  only  know  His  sovereignty/majesty/ 
supremacy  over  all,  but  need  seek  Mxsx^sxta   Him 
in  our  lives . 

We  need  let  God  give  each  us  His  No-Doze. 
By  this  I  mean  we  need  make  selves  available  Him 
to  make  use  of  ua, 
whether  middle  night,  or  middle  day. 
If  we  should  find  selves  some  nite  rub  i£xh 
elbows  ancient  king  Persia,  in  that  we  cannot 
sleep,  perhaps  God  try  tell  us  something  or  want 
us  do  something. 

We  need  attune  lives  to  God  6  let  Him  show  us  in 
whatever  way  He  wishes  what  Me  wants  us  do. 

Seek  God  all  things,  but  to  remain  alert  &  awake, 

take  God's  No-Doae. 


"God's  No-Doze!" 

Text:  Esther  6:1,  "On  that  night  the  king  could  not  sleep;  and  he  gave  orders 
to  bring  the  book  of  memorable  deeds,  the  chronicles,  and 
they  were  read  before  thecking." 

(Illustration  og  John  Smith  &  church  members  trying  to  scare  him  into  reform) 
Now  this  is  a  good  example  of  what  the  poet  flobert  Burns  once  said  when  he 
penned  the  immortal  words,  "The  best  laid  pland  of  mice  and  men  often  go  awry." 
The  scripture  we  read  this  morning  Has  is  another  example  of  the  same  thing. 
Last  Sunday  we  looked  at  the  plot  of  Haman  to  destroy  all  of  the  Jews,  and 
we  are  looking  today  at  what  transpired  shortly  after  Haman  had  set  his  plan 
into  motion. 

;e  read  where  the  king,  unable  to  sleep,  decided  to  do  some  reading  to 
perhaps  make  himself  sleepy.   The  book  he  chose  to  have  re-  d  to  him  was  the 
book  of  events  of  what  had  been  happening  in  his  kingdom.   It  was  sort  of 
like  reading  and  reminiscing  with  an  old  scrapbook.   From  this  book  is  read  an 
incident  that  had  slipped  his  mind.   This  involved  Mordecai  getting  the  in- 
i  .-nation  to  him  that  there  was  a  plot  underfoot  to  kill  him,  and  thus  he 
was  able  to  have  the  two  perpetrators  of  that  p  lot  arrested  and  hung.  The 
king  in  reminiscing  over  this  inquires  of  his  servants  if  Mordecai  had  been 
peoperly  rewarded  for  this.   The  servants  who  were  aware  of  all  that  went  on 
in  the  palace  inform  the  king  that  nothing  had  been  done  to  reward  Mordecai. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  Haman  had  come  to  ika  court  early  that  morning, 
and  the  king  inquired  of  his  servants  who  was  in  the  court  so  that  he  could 
check  into  this  matter  and  properly  reward  Mordecai.   The  servants  answer 
that  it  is  the  Prime  Minister  Haman,  and  the  king  sttsiisxfHExkiM  summons  him 
to  a  conference.  Haman  stands  beforecthe  king  and  the  king  asks,  "What  shall 
be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delights  to  honor?"   Haman  who  is  already 
impressed  with  his  self-importance,  naturally  thinks  the  king  is  referring 
t-  him.  And  he  remarks  to  himself,  "Whom  would  the  king  delight  to  honor 
more  than  me?"   Thus  he  gives  the  king  instructions  as  to  what  should  be 
done,  thinking  all  along  that  these  honors  are  going  to  be  heaped  upon  him. 
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But  can  you  imagine  the  shock  that  Hainan  must  have  felt,  and  the  sense 
o.r  itter  disappointment,  when  the  king  informs  him  that  these  honors  arecto 
be  bestowed  upon  Mordecai?  Imagine  that?  Mordecai  the  Jew,  the  only  person 
in  the  kings  court  who  does  not  and  will  not  bow  to  him,  Haman  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  kingdom? 

This  lesson  would  remind  us  of  the  time  when  Jesus  was  speaking  to  his 
followers  and  he  told  them  that  when  they  went  to  a  banquet,  they  should  not 
sit  at  the  head  of  the  tafele,  but  they  should  instead  take  a  place  of  low  rank. 
Then  if  they  perchance  are  to  be  an  honored  quest,  the  host  will  send  for  them 
and  have  them  seated  in  a  place  of  prominence.  This  would  save  them  embarrass- 
ment from  sitting  in  a  place  of  distinction  and  then  perhaps  being  asked  to 
move  to  a  lower  rank.   And  this  is  the  exact  position  in  which  Haman  found 
himself  at  this  time. 

3o  poor  Haman  could  do  nothing  else  but  swallow  his  pride  and  make  the 
n^.essary  arrangements  to  have  Mordecai  honored  in  the  very  manner  that  he 
had  prescribed  to  take  place.   V/e  then  read  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  of 
Haman  returning  to  his  home,  mourning  the  fact  that  he  ^as  no  longer  the 
number  1  man  of  the  king,  and  that  he  was  not  the  exclusive  VIP  in  the  sight 
of  the  all  the  other  kings  servants.   His  wife  and  advisers  instead  of  sympath- 
ising with  him  and  soothing  his  injured  pride,  rub  salt  into  his  wounds  by 
predicting  that  this  episode  could  very  well  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  for 
Haman.   They  advise  him  that  perhaps  tkK  his  little  world  was  about  to  come 
crumbling  down  around  his  ears.  That  the  very  people  he  deliberately  set 
out  to  destroy  and  wipe  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  could  very  easily  end 
up  destroying  him.   You  may  read  for  yourselves  the  remaing  portion  of  this 
story  and  see  what  does  happen  to  Haman.   This  book  is  made  up  of  10  short 
chapters  and  it  is  rather  fascinating  reading. 

s_  But  here  we  are  confronted  with  a  rather  unique  set  of  events.   What 
started  out  to  be  a  very  simple  plan  to  exterminate  a  pest  to  one  individual 
and  to  ward  off  ethers  from  this  group  becoming  as  loathsome,  has  now  thick- 
ened into  a  plot  of  mystery  and  intrmgue.   But  when  we  analyse  the  events  of 
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this  story  we  can  see  very  plainly  the  hand  of  Almighty  God  in  the  background, 
us   g  very  simple  means  to  accomplish  the  overthrow  of  Satan  and  evil  against 
His  people. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  this  chapter  we  see  something  so  simple  and  un- 
spectacular that  we  are  prone  to  uwerlook  it  completely.  The  first  verse 
reads,  "On  that  nig&t  the  king  could  not  sleep."   The  king  could  not  sleep. 
How  simple  and  yet  how  profound.   In  most  instances  and  in  the  minds  of  most 
people  this  does  not  say  much.   When  we  look  at  the  sleeplessness  of  a  king 
it  doesn't  have  too  much  effect  on  us.   Here  is  an  individual  with  wealth  and 
power,  with  position  and  with  prestige,  and  he  is  afflicted  with  a  common 
malady  that  probably  effected  many  of  his  people.   And  with  this  we  are  temptted 
to  say,  "Go  what?2  Is  it  coincidence?  Is  it  merely  an  exam  e  of  a  monarch 
with  insomnia? 

I  think  not.   I  see  in  this  an  example  of  how  God  will  step  into  the  life 
of "a  person  and  cause  his  plan  to  be  set  in  motion.   I  am  sure  we  have  all 
seen  the  commercial  on  television  that  advertises  the  pills  that  a  person 
can  take  when  driving  to  stay  awake,  called  No-Doze.   Well,  here  is  an  example 
of  God's  No-Doze.   It  isn't  a  pill  or  a  tablet,  it  is  merely  God  stepping  in 
and  disturbing  a  person's  sleep.  When  we  contemplate  that  God  does  not  need 
to  always  do  large  and  spectacular  things  to  accomplish  His  purpose,  we  can- 
not help  but  be  overawed  at  His  power  and  majesty.  A  Dr.  Murray  wrote  apoem 
about  this  and  he  write, 
(Illustration  of  The  Power  of  God) 

There  may  be  emperors  and  rulers ,  there  maybt(lways  be  kings  such  as  the 
king  of  persia  in  the  time  of  jisther.   But  rulers  and  kings  come  and  go,  but 
there  always  will  be  God,   And  God  will  always  step  in  to  work  His  purpose 
out.   God  has  disturbed  the  sleep  of  people  too  numerous  to  mention.   In  each 
ii^jance  there  was  a  set  meaning  and  a  set  purpose  that  was  shown  through  the 
lives  of  the  people  involved. 
(Illustration  of  woman  letting  go) 
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Here  is  a  common  example  of  this.   I  say  common,  because  all  that  it 
t^s  is  that  a  person  let  God  work  in  his  ir  her  life.   It  means  trying  to 
see  just  what  God  is  trying  to  say  or  do  through  us. 
(Illustration  of  newsboy  in  San  -Francisco) 

God  is  too  powerful  for  any  one  to  ever  beat.   We  need  not  only  acknow- 
ledge His  sovereignty,  His  majesty,  and  His  supremacy  over  all,  but  we  nBed 
to  seek  Him  in  our  lives.   We  need  to  let  God  give  each  of  us  His  No-Doze. 
By  this  I  mean  we  need  to  make  ourselves  available  to  Him  to  make  use  of  us 
whether  it  be  the  middle  of  the  day  or  the  middle  of  the  night.   If  we 
should  find  ourselves  some  night  rubbing  elbows  with  the  ancient  king  of 
Persia,  in  that  we  cannot  sleep,  perhaps  God  may  be  trying  to  tell  us  some- 
thin  or  want  us  to  do  something.   We  need  to  attune  our  lives  to  God  and 
let  Him  show  us  in  whatever  way  He  wishes  what  He  wants  us  to  do. 

Seek  God  in  all  things,  but  to  remain  alert  and  awake  take  God's  No-Doze, 


ST,    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennbylvani a 
Fourth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  June  ^0,    ISjk 

Rev.   Ralph   C.    Ljnk,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Pam   Fry,    Ellen  Master  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude;  "Prelude   in  A  Major"  Ferry 

•Processional  Hymn  #1*U3     "0   qeautiful  for  spacious  skies" 

•Call  to  Worship 

*  i wvocat10n 

Responsive  Reading   Wo.    72     Page  619 

Hymn  No.    ^39        "God  plesb   our   native  land" 

(Announcements) 

Offeri no 

Offertory:  "Pastorale"  Bbubch 

Sacrament  of  Baptism  j     j„hn   LaVerne   Penrod  -  eon  of 

Mr.   &  MpS.    Harry   Fenrod. 
Solo:      "I'll  Walk  With  Goo"   by  Bhodszky  -   S«Nrv  Cottage 
Piano   Accompanist:      Deo  Melton 

Scripture:       Exodus  20:  f-21 

Sermon:       "ONE  NATION  UNDER  WHICH  GOD?" 

•Gloria  Patsi 

PbayCrs  of  Intercession  For  Our  Nation  and  Our  People 

•Hymn  No.  63  "Our  God,  our  help  i n  ages  past" 
•Benedict! on 
•Threefold  Amen 


•PofiTLUDE. 


Mallard 


"Allegro" 

______~„  *cnngregation  standing  —  — ___- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  hn  the  Altar  have  been-  placed  rv 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  in  memorv  nr   Fam  Pfujgh. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Alv i n  Tajt,  James 

McGLYMriNDE,     MlKE     NaZARUK    AND     GEORGE     P FLUSH- 
DEACnN     AND    MffS.     ChaRLES    FeNAR     WILL,     FIE    OFFICIAL    -QREETERt? 

AT    THE     DOOR    TODAY     REPRESENTING     COUNCIL. 
NuRSEHV     WILL    BE     PROVIDED     TODAY     fJV      MrB-     d^HN     RedMaN 

and   Paula   Stephenson. 
j»-Hospi  taLT  ZED!      Mrs  ,    Vi  rg  i  ni  a  Beattv,    Mr  .   W.    A»   Wi  nterb, 
Mr.    Wilmer   Pfare. 
August  ?5    >s   open   for  Memorial  flowers   ab  well,   as   four 

SuNhAYB  IN  SEPT*  -  I,   I5P  22.  29   AND  EnME  OTHER  HATEB 
THROUGH  OUT  THE  PERIOD  OF  JULY  THRU  DEC*  ■*  I F  VOU 
WANT  A  SFECIAL  SUNDAY  -  LET  US  KNOW  NOW* 
--*p-  Due  TO  THE  HOLIDAY  WEEKEND  THERE  WILL  RE  NO  COUNCIL 

McetINg  in  July  -  notice  was  in  the  Newsletter  df 
June  -  ne*t  meeting  will  ge  in  August. 
According  to  word  received.  -  Rev,  and  Mrs.  Lee 
Neuhaus  ano  their  sons  Kurt  a  no  Jon  will  n.E  visiting 
in  "Sutler  late  in  July  at  our  home.  We  are  planning 

AN  OPEN  HOUSE  ON  JULY  3'  f"™  7"9  F*M.  so  THAT  ANV  OF 
YOU  WHO  WANT  TO  SAY  ,fHELL011  CAN  HO  30,    Lee  AND  KATHY 
ARE  LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  THIS  CHANCE  TO  SEE  MANY  OF 
THEIR  FRIENDS  HERC.  —  G^NE  AND  MARILYN  STEPHENSON. 

^>-Next   SuNrAY  -   Holy  Commun(hn  -  New  Meters   will   ge 

TAKEN  INTO  THE  CHURCH  AT  TV)  I  3  TIME. 

Rememqer  -CHURCH  FAMILY   FlCNlC  -  ALAMEDA  PARK  - 
Shelter  closest  Swimming  Pool  -  Wed.   July  2^  at  6:00 
p*   v.   -  sponsored   by  the   lftv   l|fe  and  work   committee. 

paptism  this  aftehm30n  -  2.00  p.m.  -  b  yr .   old  b0n~gx^t 
of  Mr.    B>  Mrs.    J^hn  Stevenson  and  their  daughter   - 
Kelly  Jo   Ann  Stevenson.      Michelle  Rene  Williams   - 

DAUGHTER  OF  Mr,  &  MrS.  JoHN  WlLLlAMS. 

Confirmation   Class   Camp   registrations  are   r-uc    in    today 
$20.  00  will  he  paid   by  the  Church  and  $15-00  15   to 

ACCOMPANY  THE  REGISTRATION  FROM  THE  PARENTS,  \f  YOU 
PV  ANY  CHANCE  FORGOT  TO  OR  I  NG  THlB  WITH  YOU  TODAY  "* 
PLEASE     LEAVE    US     KNOW     IN    THE    OFFICE. 


t//j  /r** 


■ 
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From  all  this  can  draw  strange  parallels  UGA     2/ 
Country  founded  men  women  driven  here  by  harsh 
cruel  taskmasters ,  Holland,  England,  Germany 

T  -.cher  asked  class,  "Why  pilgrims  come  America?" 

Li»  answered,  "To  worship  God  in  their  own  way, 
and  make  other  people  do  the  same." 

He  partially  right , 
it  was  to  worship  God  as  they  pleased,  in  freedom 
thu3  country  founded  relig  freedom 
1  of  main  principles  of  founding 

Look  at  hist,  of  nation  see  few  Hoses  among  us 
Men  like,  Wash,  Jeff,  Franklin,  Lincoln  name  few 
Men  like  these  led  out  of  wilderness  relig  oppress 
inhqininty  man,  inequality  races  so  on 
Men  who  looked  God  as  author  creator  all  mankind 
Men  who  strove  diligent  incorporate  into  constit 
safeguards  all  peop,  to  protect  against  others 
making  us  slaves. 

Have  seen  country  rise  world  power  leas  200  yrs 
Nation  set  standards  linsurpassed  in  production 
of  everythi'T  from  more  corn  per  acre,  to  canopenei 
nation  reached  out  all  direct  feats  of  daring 
exploration 

Nation  gone  moon  "back,  mtion  blessed  more  wealtl 
than  any  other  nation  in  history  of  world 

But  alas,  like  ancient  Is,  we  made  golden  calves  in 
past  few  generations 
have  slowly,  surely  turned  backs  upon  creator 
wa  have  said,  "These  are  thy  gods  0  America, 
which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  the 
.Je  have  bowed  to  them  and  worshiped  them. 

Ii  look  around  can  see  them 
has  become  such  ingrained  thing  in  nation,  it  has 
reached  grass  roots  level,-''.''  /"'•■   //'Kn'ft 

■io  one  of  us  can  point  finger  &  say,  "Thou  art 
the  man,"  as  Nathan  once  pointed  and  said 

We  all  have  own  little  gods  in  our  lives, 
perhaps  some  more  than  others,  but  all  have  them 

These  gods  wealth,  rower, 
gods  banks,  building  loans,  houses  buildings,  apt3 
gods  stocks,  bonds,  investments,  land  develop 
gods  iron,  steel,  concrete  buying,  selling 

ids  power  equin,  tractors,  cars,  motpr  bikes,  cycle 

gods  tents,  campers,  trailers,  swimming  nools  /«;/ 

gods,  sex,  liguor,  tobacco,  other  husbands,  wives 

At*r  ff*o   /*■  /-,«/;  a*r  i*/e  e*ft  fAr*.£/~t£f. 


"One  Nation  Under  Which  God?" 

.  ixodus  52:^, 
■'and  they  said,  'These  are  thy  gods  0  Israel, 
-which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt," 

EsJ  job   20:3,    "Thou   shalt   have   no   other   fcods  before 

me." 

For  Scrip  read  giving  10  G 
few  short  chaps  later  read  disobed  of  Isrites 
chap  32  Ex,  read  ofvpeop  impatience, 
also  of  discontent 
as  they  wait  Hoses  return  Mt.  >iinai 

God  miraculously  delivered  from  hands  of  Egyptians 
by  crossinf  Bed  Gea. 
Immediately  in  new  land,  only  there  3  day, 
have  difficulty. 
encountered  bitter  water,  cried  against  Hoses 
bringing  them  there 
Moses  call  on  God,  God  shows  tree, 
he  casts  into  water,  water  become  sweet. 
Thus  should  know  God  all  sufficient  for  needs 
They  now  encamped  foot  Mt.  oinai 

Moses  converse  God,  not  only  10  C 
but  instructions  bild  ark  covenant  $'  Am*. 
In  their  impatience,  turned  completely  against  G 
Had  Aaron  make  golden  calf  from  rings,  etc 

had  no  god  could  see  &  must  see  be  assured  he  with 
them 

*ter  Aaron  make  idol  they  say,  (TEXT) 
y  this  declar  give  evidence  forgot  which  God 

brot  up  from  E. 

If  read  on  this  chap  see  God  angry,  would  destroy, 
But  Hoses  intercede  3-,  name  of  God  not  tarnished 
in  Kgypt  elsewhere 
Moses  return,  melt  calf,  put  in  water,  make  drin] 
Gall,  "Who  on  Lord's  Jide?" 
these  ordered  slay  unbeliever,  this  they  did 

Even  after  Moses  again  go  up  Ht  plead  with  God, 
God  promise  blot  out  names  from  His  book  those 
sinned  against  Hi  . 
Also  promise  visit  them  in  wilderness  wanderings 
In  35th  vs  read,  "And  the  Lord  plagued  the  peop 
because  they  made  the  calf  which  Aaron  made." 
We  see  from  this,  must  be  punishment  for  sin 


Vie  have  time  for  everything  but  God. 
We  are  so  wrapped  up  in  our  little  worlds,  we  give 
God  2nd  place. 
Our  priorities  are  all  twisted  up.   It  is  my  need 

wants  1st,  &  if  there  is  any  time  left  then  I 
may  consider  God, 

Ha(  writing  on  wall  my  friends, 
wt.  need  either  change  couse  in  nation  or  we  doomed 
(Illustration  of  Toynbee) 

Just  read  recently  how  10011  child,  women,  men  died 
Africa,  aause  we  no  figure  way  sendcrelief. 
This  disgrace  to  supposedly  Xpian  nation. 

Congress  deliberates  at  snails  pace,  while  country 
falls  in  ruin. 
State  Legislature  cannot  agree  on  anything  for 
months  &  then  passes  2  momentous  decisions  in  1  wk 
We  now  have  stae  insect,  Fifefly,  tt   it  illegal  to 
streak. 

Tremendous  work  indeed, 
we  become  indiff  needs  own  peop  as  well  as  world, 
We  like  woman  on  TV  commerc  several  yrs  ago  with 
headache,  becomes  upset  mother,  yells,  "I  can  do 
it  myself." 

We  have  done  this  with  G-od, 

"We  can  At   it  ourselves  God,  let  us  alojje,  we  Do 
not  need  you." 

We  are  to  be  pitiedfor  we  are  indeed  "One  nation 
under  God,  but  which  one?" 

Let  us  kicgin  U  &  I,  begin  with  this  service  to  have 
a,  -iaily  prayer  vigil  to  ask  God  for  His  help  in  our 
n  ion. 

Let  us  ask  Him  to  intervene  in  the  lives  of  our 

leaders  &  move  them  to  do  rite. 
Let  us  pray  for  pres,  whether  dislike  or  not, 

(Illustration  of  Thou^WlV  lfiS$a^)OL  /JL»/r*l}f 
The  condemnation  still  there  from  God  to  all  peop, 
"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me." 

But  the  promise  is  also  there  as  well, 
"IF  MY  PEOP  WHO  ARE  GALLED  BY  MY  HAMS,  SHALL  HUMBLE' 
THEMSELVES,  AND  PRAY,  AND  SEEK  MY  FACE,  AND  TUSH 
FROM  THSIH  WICKED  WAYS,  THEN  I  WILL  HEAR  FROM 
HEAVEN  AND  WILL  FORGIVE  THEIR  SIN,  AND  HEAL  THEIR 
'  4ND." 


■A     All  these  golden  calves  America  bowing  to,        J, 
more  "'  more  each  year. 

Finally  reached  point  where  ^roup  peop  in  name  of 
pr-tecting  us  from  other  peop  used  all  raira  crookec 
mi.  jis  to  insure  we  protected. 
Thus  stinking  mess  we  call  WATERGATE 
?  lers  using  this  situation  to  smear  and  besmirch 
whatever  vestige  of  respectability  the  Presidency 
has  left. 
Purpose  seems  to  be  to  overlook  or  forget  other 
administrations  8t  shady  dealings  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence. 

All  of  this  proves  that  Mr.  Nixon,  Mr.  Johnson  or  M] 
Kennedy  are  no  better  nor  no  worse  than  any  of  us. 
All  of  this  has  happened  because  we  are  too  con- 
cerned with  our  own  interests,  our  own  greed  and 
desire  for  all  of  the  things  that  men  So  adminis 
can  give  us. 

If  we  disbelieve  this,  only  need  ask, 
"Why  inflation?" 

Because  dealers,  buyers,  sellers  all  kinds  want 
makemost  possibly  can. 

Why  high  rents,  mortgages,  interest  rates? 
Because  investors  big  S  little  want  most  returns 
on  investments  even  at  the  expense  of  the  poor, 
the  aged,  the  widowed. 

We  can  question  all  areas  of  society  &  answers  all 
same,  "THESE  ARE  THY  GODS  0  AMERICA,  'WHICH  BROUGHT 
IHEE  UP  OUT  OF  THE  LAND  OF  THE  UNKNOWN." 

And  what  does  God  say  to  all  of  this  8b  thru  all  of 
ty  It 

h.    still  sa£  today  as  then,  "THOU  SHALT  HAVE  NO 
OTHEH  GODS  BEFORE  ME." 

We  once  prided  selves  on  being,  "One  Nation  under 
God,"K  took  so  much  pride  in  it  we  added  it  to 
pledge  of  allegiance. 
But  must  ask  because  of  conditions  in  nation, 
"One  Nation  Under  God,"  But  which  God? 

Is  it  God  of  hatred,  power,  anger,  jealousy,  wrath, 
wealth,  greed,  sex,  overindulgence  in  foofl,  drink 
&.   drugs,  Is  it  god  of  senatore,  legislators,  govs, 
or  presidents? 

V"  have  cone  to  point  we  begrudge  God  the  little  tin 
\.      give  to  God. 


X 


"One  Nation  Under  Which  God?" 

Text:  Exodus  32:41j,  "and  they  said,  These  are  thy  gods  0  Israel,  which 

brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 
exodus  20:3,  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me." 

For  our  .Scripture  we  read  the  story  of  the  giving  of  the 
-en  Commandments,  but  a  few  short  chapters  later  we  learn  of  the  disobed- 
ience of  the  Israelites.   In  the  32nd  chapter  of  Exodus  we  read  of  the 
impatience 
±±XKHH±Kn:fc  of  the  people,  as  well  as  their  discontent.   They  were  awaiting 

the  return  of  Moses  from  Mt.  Sinai. 

God  had  miraculously  delivered  the  people  from  the  hands  of 
their  harsh  taskmasters,  the  Egyptians,  by  the  crossing  of  the  Red  3ea. 
r  they  had  been  brought  into  this  new  land  they  had  immediately  en- 
countered difficulty  in  following  ^od  completely.   2£S  They  had  been  in 
the  wilderness  only  3  days  and  they  encountered  bitter  water,  and  they  cried 
against  Moses  for  leadingbthem  there.  So  Moses  called  pon  God  and  God 
showed  him  a  tree  whicji  he  cast  into  the  waters  and  they  becamer-sweet. 

is  they  knew  that  God  was  sufficient  for  all  their  needs.   But  now  they 
were  encamped  at  the  foot  of  Mt.  oinaia  and  i-ioses  was  taking  such  a  long 
time  to  come  back. 

Moses  was  in  conversation  with  God  getting  not  only  the 
Ten  Commandments,  but  instructions  about  the  building  of  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant.   But  in  their  impatience  they  turned  completely  against  God 
and  had  Aaron  make  them  a  golden  k±£  calf  which  they  could  worship.   They 
had  to  have  a  god  they  could  -see  and  thus  be  assured  the  god  did  not  leave 
them.  After  Aaron  had  made  this  diol  they  said,  "These  are  thy  gods  0 
Israel,  which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt."  Byt  this  de- 
claration they  gave  evidence  of  having  completely  forgotten  which  god  it 
was  who  brouth  them  up  out  xkKXB±  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

T|ren  if  we  read  on  in  this  chapter  we  see  that  God  becomes 
angry  with  His  people  and  He  would  destroy  them.   But  Moses  interceded  for 
them  and  only  by  his  pleading  that  the  death  of  all  these  people  would 
cause  God's  name  to  be  looked  upon  as  being  deceitful  and  dishonest,  prevents 
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God  from  exacting  a  just  death  upon  all  of  them.   After  Moses  returned 
:o  the  Israelites  camp  and  melted  down  the  golden  calf,  and  spread  it  in 
their  drinking  water  and  made  them  drink  it,  he  tban  called  for  those 
who  in  the  camp  who  were  on  the  Lord's  side.  These  he  ordered  to  slay 
the  unbelievers  among  them,  and  this  they  did. 

But  even  after  this  Moses  went  up  again  on  the  Mt,  and  pleaded 
with  God  to  forgive  their  iniquity.   God  promised  to  blot  out  fctes  from  His 

book  those  who  had  sinned  against  Him.   But  He  also  promised  to  visit  them 

in  their  wilderness  wanderings.   In  the  35th  verse  of  this  chapter  we 

read,  "And  the  Lord  plagued  the  people,  because  they  mxiatfea  made  the 

calf  which  Aaron  made."  So  from  this  we  can  say  that  when  there  is  sin, 

there  must  be  punsihment. 

Now  from  all  of  this  we  can  draw  some  very  strange  parallels 

for  these  United  States  of  America.   This  country  was  founded  by  men  and 

women  who  were  literally  driven  here  by  harsh  and  fruel  taskmasters  in 

England  Holland  and  Germany. 

A  teacher  asked  he  class  why  the  pilgrims  came  to  America,  and  one 
little  boy  answered,  "To  worship  God  in  their  own  way,  and  make  other 
people  do  the  same." 

Now  he  had  it  partially  right,  but  it  was  to  worship  God  as  they  pleased 
without  anyone  telling  them  how  and  when  fete  to  do  it.  Thus  this  country 
was  founded  upon  religious  freedom  as  one  of  the  main  iking  principles 
for  its  founding. 

When  we  look  at  the  history  of  this  nation  we  see  that  we 
had  the  equivalent  of  quite  a  few  Moses  among  us.   Men  like  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Franklin,  k±heh±h  and  Lincoln  to  name  a  few.   Men  such  as  these 
who  led  us  out  of  the  wilderness  of  religious  oppression,  inhumanity  to 
Earn  men,  inequality  among  races  and  so  on.   Men  who  lookedcto  God  the 
-  author  and  creator  of  all  mankind.   Men  who  strove  diligently  to  incorp- 
orate into  the  very  constitution,  safeguards  for  all  of  the  people,  to 
protect  them  against  others  making  us  slaves.   We  have  seen  this  country 


risecto  be  a  world  power  in  less  than  200  years.  A  nation  that  has  set 
tandards  and  been  unsurpassed  in  production  from  everything  is   such  as 
growing  more  corn  per  acre  to  canopeners.   A  nation  that  has  reached  out  in 
all  directions  in  daring  feats  of  exploration.   A  nation  that  has  been 
blessed  by  more  wealth  and  prosperity  than  any  other  nation  in  the  history 

of  the  world. 

But  alas,  like  that  ancient  nation  of  Israel  we  have  made 
for  ourselves  golden  calves  which  we  have  begin  to  worship  in  the  past 
few  generations  and  we  have  slowly  but  surely  turned  our  backs  upon  our 
creator.   We  have  said  as  they  once  did,  "These  are  thy  gods  0  America, 
which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  the  unknown."  And  we  have  bowed 
down  to  them  and  worshiped  theij. 

If  we  look  about  us  we  can  see  the  gods  we  have  made.   It  has 
become  such  an  ingrained  thing  in  our  nation  that  it  has  reached  the  so 
called  grass  roots  level,  and  no  one  of  us  can  point  the  finger  and  say 
"thou  art  the  man"  as  Nathan  once  pointed  the  finger  and  said  to  King  David. 
We  all  have  our  own  little  gods  in  our  lives ,  perhaps  some  of  us  have  one 
a  little  more  than  some  others,  but  we  all  have  them.   We  have  made  gods  of 
wealth,  and  power.   Gods  of  building  and  ihoans  and  banks.   Stocks  and  bonds, 

land  investments,  land  development.   We  have  gods  of  iron  and  steel,  build- 
ings for  rent  and  sale.   We  have  power  equipment  gods  of  tractors,  and  cars 
and  motor  bikes,  and  otor  cycles.   We  have  gods  of  tents  and  trailers  and 
campers  and  swimming  pools.   We  have  gods  of  liquor  and  tobacco,  and  sex 
and  other  peoples  husbands  and  wives.   xx±  All  of  these  are  the  golden 
calves  that  America  has  been  bowing  down  tews,   to  more  and  more  each  year. 
We  have  finally  reached  the  point  where  a  group  of  people 
In  the  name  of  protecting  us  from  another  political  party  or  person,  have 
used  all  sorts  of  crroked  means  to  insure  that  we  are  protected.   Thus  we 
have  a  stinking  mess  we  Call  simply  Watergate.  The  party  out  of  pwsx 
power  thus  uses  this  as  a  wedge  to  smear  whatever  vestige  of  respectability 
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our  present  president  has,  hoping  fctixt  they  may  cover  their  own  tracks, 
id  we  will  forget  they  had  their  Lyndon  dohnson,  and  Kennedy  ssandals. 
But  all  of  this  proves  that  Mr.  Nixon,   r  Mr.  Kennedy,  or  Mr.  Johnson 
is  no  better,  nor  no  worse  than  any  of  as*   We  have  let  all  of  this  happen 
because  we  are  all  only  interested  in  urselves  and  our  own  greed  for  things. 

If  any  of  us  disbelieve  this  we  only  need  ask  some  questions. 
Why  so  we  have  inflation?  Because  the  dealers  and  sellers  want  to  make  the 
most  they  can  for  their  products.  Why  do  we  have  such  high  rents  and  interest 
and  mortgage  rates?  Because  the  investors  big  and  little  want  the  most  re- 
turn on  their  investments.   Thus  we  can  question  all  areas  of  our  society 
and  the  answers  are  all  the  same,  "These  are  Thy  gods  0  America,  kkscfc 
which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  the  unknown." 

But  what  does  God  say  to  all  of  this  and  all  through  this. 
He  is  still  s^fe  saying  today  as  He  did  then,  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me."   We  once  prided  ourselves  on  being,  "One  nation  under  God." 
We  took  so  much  pride  in  this  that  we  even  added  it  to  the  pledge  of 
allegiance.   But  we  must  ask  today  because  of  the  conditions  in  our  nation, 
""One  nation  under  which  God?"  Is  it  the  God  of  hatred,  or  of  power,  or 
of  wealth,  or  of  greed,  of  sex,  of  overindulgence  in  food  and  drink  and 
drugs?   Is  it  the  god  of  powerful  senators,  or  presidents  whose  snap  of 
the  finger  can  have  instant  response?. 

•;e  nave  come  to  such  a  point  in  our  nation  where  we  refuse 
to  give  God  a  few  hours  of  our  time  each  week.   We  have  time  for  everythin 
but  God.   Let  special  services  be  called  in  our  churches  and  people  grumble 
and  moan  that  the  church  is  out  to  make  money  every  time  you  turn  around. 
But  did  you  notice  we  did  not  ask  for  an  offering  tonight?  We  did  not 
ask  not  because  we  were  afriad  to  have  one,  but  simply  because  the  purpose 
of  this  service  is  not  to  take  up  a  collection,  but  instead  to  collect 
ourselves  together  to  pray  to  God  for  our  nation  add  our  people. 

The  handwriting  is  on  the  wall  my  friends.   We  need  to  either 
change  our  course  in  our  nation  in  so  many  areas,  or  we  are  doomed. 
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God  is  not  going  to  stand  by  and  see  us  waste,  and  pollute, 

d  run  rampant  over»'other  people  without  punishing  us  for  It.   I  just  read 
last  week  that  the  United  States  permitted  100,000  men  women  and  children 
to  die  slowly  of  starvation  In  Africa,  simply  because  we  did  not  act  fast 
enough  to  relief  their  suffering.  Our  congress  sits  and  deliberates  at  a 
snails  pace  on  so  many  large  issues  and  passes  legislation  of  no  consequence 
in  a  short  time.   In  Pennsylvania  we  cannot  get  a  budget  through  the  legis- 
lature for  months  on  end,  but  in  a  matter  of  seferal  days  they  passed  two 
bills.  One  to  designate  the  firefly  as  the  state  bug,  and  the  other  to 
fine  anyone  caught  streaking.   A  tremendous  piece  of  work. 

We  have  become  indifferent  to  the  needs  of  our  own  people 
as  well  as  the  people  of  the  world.   irfe  are  like  that  woman  on  the  commercial 
o?  several  years  ago,  suffering  from  a  headache,  who  becomes  upset  with  her 
mother  and  shouts,  "I  can  do  it  myself,  Mother."   Well  this  is  what  we  have 
'.one  to  God.   "I  can  do  it  myself  God,  let  me  alone,  I  don't  need  you." 

We  are  to  be  pitied  indeed.   We  are  indeed  "One  Nation  Under 
jod" ,  but  iWhich  God?"   Let  us,  you  and  I  let  this  service  be  a  start  in 

a  continual  prayer  vigil  in  our  lives,  to  ask  God  for  His  help  in  our  natio  n, 
and  in  our  world. 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Fifth  Sunoay  After  Pentecost 

Communion  Sunday  July  7i    '971* 

Rev.   Ralph  C    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Velma     Collins,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph   Cooper,   Choir   Director 
Shar]   McBride,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  HOLY    COMMUNION      10:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Mus i ct  "Andante   Reli gIoso"  Gqttschalk 

"Cqmmuni an"  Serb  I bson 

•processional  hvmn  no.    \k     "praise  ye  the  father*1 
•Ascription  -  Choral     Amen 
•Call  to  Worship 
•Invocation 
*Prai 8E 

*Pastor     -  0  Lord  open  our   lIpg 

•People  -  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy  praise. 
*ooxology 
Scripture:  Isaiah     53 

Announcements 
O^feri ng 

Offertory:  "Agnus   Dei"  Bizet 

Piano    — 
Organ  - 
Reception  of  New  Members 

Solo:  Karl  Whi te 

Sermon:  "Pass  The  BuckJ " 

*Glqria  Patri 
*Affirmation   of  Jur   Faith    (Apostles   Creed) 

Communion  Hymn     Mo.    3^'        "Here,   0  my  Lord" 
*C.all  to   Communion  -  Page  J,2 

*Euch*r i bti c   Prayer  *l nsti tut  I  on  * Agnus   De] 

The  Hqlv   Communion      (Please   retain   elements  until  all 
are  served) 
•Prayer   of   Thanksgiving  -  Choral  Amen 

*Hymn  of   Dedication   Np.    333        "According  to   Thy  gracious  WQHtj* 
"Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
•Pqstluoe  "Recess i onal  Te i lmam 

______^_    +C0N5REGATlON     STANDING    ------- 


"Agnus   Dei" 
Marilyn  Stephenson 
Velma  Colli ns 


The  Lovely   Flowers  oh  the  Altah  have  hecn  placed  fiv 

Mr*   &  Mrs.   Nick  Nohach    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
The  Elders   and   Deacons   will  also  serve  as  Ushers  today. 
Elder   and  Mrs.   Chester  Stauffer  will  represent  Council 
at   the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today  by   Sharon   Stauffer 

and  DEnniE  McBride. 
We  welcome  the  following  New  Members    into  our  Church 

todays      Larry  R.    Falkner,   Mr.   &  Mrs.   John  Stevenson* 
,  Hospf  yal i 2 ed :     Moo i    V i ae i n i a  B cutty — k&2\ 

MR^--WrirtrtAwi-WiN-rcftq   M6f .  —  /f  L^         /h  t? f  f^^/ 
The   attendance  last  Sunday  was    176. 
Please   get   your  Confirmation  Class  Camp   registrations 

)n  now.     t?0.00  wjll  be  paid  by  the  church  and  $ t % 

to   de   paid   sv  Parents.      The   Camp  will  be   at   Camp 

Living  Waters   -   Aug,    k— 10, 
Date   to    Remember  -  WED.    July  2*1-  -  6:0p  P.M.    -  CHURCH 

FAMILY   PICNIC  -   ALAMEDA  PARK  -   Shelter   closest 

Swimming   Pool  -  sponsored   qv  the   Lay   Lite   and  Work 

Cqmmi ttee. 
Rev*   &  Mrs.    Lee   Neuhaus    and   their   sons   Kurt   and   Jon 

WILL  BBiVlSITlNG  IN  BUTLER  LATE  If*  JULY  AT  THE  HOME 

of  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Euguene  Stephenson.   Open  House  jb 
planned  for  july  3'  from  ?~9  f.m.  so  that  any  of 

YOU    WHO    WANT    TO     SAY     ' HELLO r     CAN     DO    SO.         Lee     AND 
KATHY    ARE    LOOKING     FORWARD     TO     THIS     CHANCE    TO    SEE    MANY 
OF     THEIR     FfllENPS    HERE, 

Some  dates  are  available  on  the  Flower  Chart: 
Aug.  25;  Sept.  I,  15,  2?t  29  and  later  dates. 


Almighty  Goo,  cur  Heavenly  Father,  in  whose 
hands  are  the  living  and  the  dead  j  we  give  thee 
thanks  for  all  those  thy  servants  who  have  laid  down 
their  lives  in  the  £erv<ce  of  our  county.   grant 
to  them  thy  mfrgv  and  the  light  of  thy  presence, 
that  the  good  work  which  thou  hast  oegun  in  them 

MAY     BE     FERFECTEO;     THROUGH     JESUS     CHRIST    OUR     LqRo.AmEN 


Communion  Cards  are  in  the  Pews,   If  you  would  like 

fi      .         TO  HAVE  IT  BENT  TO  YOUR  HOWE  CHURCH  (if  YOU  ARE 

VISITING)  PUT  THE  NAME  Of  CHURCH  AND  ADDRESS  ON  CARD. 


Then  bull  slain,  blood  placed  basin  2/ 

Then  he  enter  Holy  of  Holies  twice, 
1st  censor  filled  incense,  then  basin  blood, 
this  sprinkled  on  mercy  seat. 
This,  the  sacrifice  for  priests. 

Then  2  goats  brat  4th. 
pl(  lug  hands  in  urn  had  2  lots  in  it,  took  lot 
eacii  band, 
place  hands  heads  of  goats. 
1  lot  for  Lord,  &  he  repeat  this  over  appropriate 
other  lot  for  AZAZEL,  meant  Scapegoat.    goat 
red  ribbon  tied  on  neck 
Goat  for  Lord  slain,  blood  sprinkled  horns  altar  of 
incense  which  stood  before  veil 
Then  scapegoat  released  2  remove  guilt  resting  on 
peop  themselves. 
Goat  led  out  to  supposedly  wander  in  wilderness. 
Actually  driven  out  pre-arranged  route  from  city 
to  cliff,  edge  of  town 
Here  rock  tied  red  ribbon,  rock  thrown  over  clif: 
&  naturally  goat  follow  it  &  killed 
According  to  legend  red  thred  tied  door  of  Temp,  &_ 
this  turned  white  at  very  moment  scapegoat  was  slain 

&  this  signify  peop  cleansed  of  sin. 
Now  in  this  we  see  God  provided  substitute  took  upon 
self  sins  of  peop. 
In  this  case  it  was  goat. 
It  remained  this  wBy  yr  after  yr,  the  peop  celebral 
Day  of  Atonement  with  priest  entering  Holy  of  Holi< 
to  offer  blood  of  bull  for  peop, 
&,   goat  being  driven  out  to  cleanse  peop. 

Hen>-ined  this  way  until  Ja  Xp, 
Ol  *ay  His  crucifix,  He  became  scapegoat  for  sins 
peop. 
His  blood  poured  out  upon  mercy  seat  for  cleanse 
peop 
On  this  day  also  veil  of  temp  ripped  top/bottom 
Thus  revealed  1st  time  interior  Holy  of  Holies 

Significance  of  this  man  need^ never  go  priest  again 

to  intercede  to  God  for  hi3  sins. 
Man  could  now  go  directly  to  Omt  Js  Xp  to  intercede1 
to  God  for  him.  i 

This  what  Lord's  Supper  all  about. 
Tt  observance  commemorating  deth  Saviour  Js  Xp     , 
3ut  also  opportunity  each  come  2  God  thru  Js  Xp, 
&   have  sins  we  committed  &  forgiven,  &   never  to 
be  remembered  against  us  again. 


U 


Communion  Meditation 
"Pass  The  Buck!" 

Isaiah  53:12** 


"He  hath  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death;  and  he  was 
nrf  sred  with  the  transgressors;  and  he  bore  the 
sin  of  many,  and  made  intercession  for  the  trans- 
gressor." 

(Illustration  paaing  the  buck:  boy  on  cats  tail) 
This  is  a  good  example  of  what  is  commonly  called, 
"Passing  The  Buck." 

Harry  S.  Truman  quote:  "The  buck  stops  here." 
Passing  buck  originated  with  Adam  &  Eve. 
G.  ask  Ad  whjr  ate  of  tree  knowledge  good/evil, 
Answer:  "Ask  her,  it  was  her  idea." 
Eve  answer:  "Don't  blame  me,  it  was  tricky  snake 

that  hangs  around  that  tree." 
Moses  sought  lead  Isrites  from  cpativity,  he  naswer 
God,  "Why  me?  I  not  able  lead  them,  cannot  speak 

correctly,  get  someone  else." 
King  David  confronted  with  immoral  act,  he  answer, 
"If  only  she  no  take  bath  that  day,  its  all  her  faul; 
Dathsheba  answer  if  asked,  "Well,  after  all  he  king, 
and  when  king  gives  order  you  obey." 
So  hist,  goes  on  &  on,  down  thru  centuries  unti  age 
Js  Xp. 
Even  His  lifetime  we  C  passing  buck 
2  discipes  guilty  this. 
f-^ete  in  courtyard,  try  find  out  what  happen  maste 

he  confronted  by  those  who  try  place  him  scene 
of  Js  ministry, 
He  say,  "Who  me?  Surely  £  mistaken.  Why  I  no  nothing 

this  man.  Must  be  someone  else." 
Judas  after  betrayal  went  return  money  &  says, 
"Here  your  money  back,  his  blood  on  j(,  II  R  responsib 
for  what  happen." 
Thus  we  C  long  history  buck  passing, 
but  God  made  provision  for  this,  long  time  before 
much  this  history  take  plane. 
Lev.  16  we  read  preparations  God  made  &   laid  out 
make  atonement  His  peop 
I   what  took  place  this  special  day  was  this: 
1st  priest  place  hands  head  bull  in  temp, 
&  he  confess  sins  &  sins  his  house. 


We  now  stand  in  place  of  priest  3-.  have  Son  of   3/ 
God  intercede  for  us  with  the  Father 

'Pfe  i  the  signif  of  Scrip  for  2  flay, 
i.,netime  2  day,  this  week  re-read  this  53  chap  Is 
Sead  &  understand  what  God  did  for  U  ?•-.  Me. 

Isf  h  sums  up  in  latter  part  12th  vs. 
"He  L.ath  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death;  and  he  was 
numbered  with  the  transgressors;  and  he  bore  the 
sin  of  many,  and  made  intercession  for  the  trans- 
gressor." 

wo  longer  need  to  "PASS  TH3  BUCK." 
No  longer  need  say,  "She  made  me  do  it," 
"He  made  me  do  it,"  They  did  it," 
Somebody  else  not  nie." 

Kow  can  stand  before  God  &  Say,  as  tax  collector, 
"God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner," 

-Forgive  my  sins  thru  £k  my  Uaviour  Js  Xp." 

We  now  must  admit  we  individ  sinner, 
own  up  to  own  guilt  &  not  try  pass  the  buck  to 
someone  else. 

I  invite  U  to  come  to  His  tavle  6  to  join  me  in 
the  meal  that  made  buck  passing  obsolete. 
Gome,  let  us  eat  at  His  table. 


"Have  A  Buck!" 

Text:  Isaiah  53:12ft,  "He  poured  out  his  soul  to  death,  and  was  numbered 

with  the  transgressors;  yet  he  bore  the  sin  of 
«L_  many,  and  made  intecession  for  the  transgressors." 

Host  of  us  are  probably  very  adept  these  days  with  a  buck. 
By  this  I  mean  that  with  th$  high  prices,  and  the  shcrrages  and  so  on 
we  must  do  some  jmggling  and  figuring  to  get  the  most  for  our  money. 
Now  this  is  one  kind  of  buck.  But  I  am  thinking  this  morning  of  another 
sort  of  buck.   The  late  Harry  S.  Truman  once  made  the  classic  remark,  "The 
buck  stops  here,"  referring  of  course  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  agencies 
and  departments  of  our  governmant,  could  pass  the  buck  on  up  to  the  presi- 
dent, But  when  it  finally  reached  him  it  stopped  there,  since  he  could 
not  hand  it  on  to  someone  else. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  earliest  history  of  man  we  see  that 
the  passing  of  the  buck,  was  originated  with  Adam  and  Eve.  When  God  asked 
Adam  why  he  ate  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  he  answered, 
"Why  not  ask  her,  it  was  her  idea."  Eve  answered,  "Don't  put  the  blame  on 
me,  it  was  that  tricky  snake  that  hangs  around  that  tree." 

When  Moses  was  sought  by  God  to  lead  the  Israelites  from 
captivity,  he  answered  God,  "Why  me?  I  am  not  able  to  lead  them,  and  be- 
sides I  cannot  speak  correctly.  Get  someone  else." 

When  King  David  was  confronted  with  the  immoral  thing  that 
he  had  done  he  naswered,  "If  only  she  had  not  been  taking  her  bath  that 
day,  its  all  her  fault,"  If  Bathsheba  was  asked  about  it,  her  answer© 
probably  was,  "Well  after  all  he  is  the  king,  and  when  he  gives  an  order 
we  must  obey.  So  don't  blame  me,  it  was  his  fault." 

And  so  the  history  goes  on,  down  through  the  centuries  until 
we  rwach  the  age  of  Christ,  And  even  in  His  lifetime  we  see  the  passing 
of  the  buck.   Two  of  His  very  disciples  were  guilty  of  this.  Peter,  who 
"  sat  in  the  courtyard,  trying  to  find  out  what  was  going  to  happen  to  his 
master,  when  confronted  by  those  who  tried  to  place  him  at  the  scenes  of 
the  ministry  of  Jesus,  said,  "Who  me?  Surely  you  must  be  mistaken.  Why  I 


-2- 
know  nothing  of  this  man.   It  must  have  been  someone  else.W 

Judas  after  he  had  betrayed  Jesus  went  back  to  return  the 
money  and  told  them,  "Here  is  your  money  back,  his  blood  is  upon  you 
and  you  are  responsible  for  what  happens." 

But  with  all  of  this  history  of  buak  passing,  God  had  made 
provision  for  this  a  long  time  before  much  of  this  history  took  place. 
In  Leviticus  16  we  read  for  instance  of  the  preparations  that  God  has 
made  and  laid  out  to  make  atonement  for  his  people. 

What  took  place  on  this  special  day  was  briefly  that  first 
the  priest  jalaced  his  hands  on  the  head  of  a  bull  in  the  temple,  and  he 
confessed  his  sins  and  the  sins  of  his  house.  Then  the  bull  was  slain  and 
its  blood  was  placed  into  a  basin.   Then  he  entered  the  Holy  of  Holies 
twice.   First  with  a  censor  filled  with  incense,  and  then  with  the  frasin 
of  blood  which  he  sprinkled  on  the  mercy  seat.   This  was  the  sacrifice  for 
the  priests.  Then  the  priest  went  to  where  there  were  two  goats  that  had 
been  brought  forth.  Placing  his  hands  in  an  urn  that  had  two  lots  in  it, 
he  took  a  lot  in  each  hand.  Then  turning  he  placed  his  hands  on  the  heads 
of  the  goats,  and  the  one  lot  was  for  the  Lord,  and  he  repeated  this  over 
the  appropriate  goat.  And  the  other  lot  was  for  Azazel,  and  this  goat 
then  had  a  red  ribbon  tied  around  its  neck.  Azazel  probably  meant 
"scape  goat. " 

The  goat  for  the  Bord  was  then  slain,  and  its  blood  was 
sprinlled  on  the  horns  of  the  altoar  of  incense  which  stood  before  the  v  eil. 
Then  the  scpae  goat  was  released  to  remove  the  guilt  resting  on  the  people 
themselves.   The  goat  was  led  out  supposedly  to  wander  in  the  wilderness. 
But  really  it  was  driven  out  a, route  from  the  city  to  a  cliff  sxEX±s&kixg 
at  the  edge  of  town.  Here  the  goat  had  a  rock  tied  to  the  red  ribbon  and 
-_  the  rock  was  thrown  over  the  cliff  with  the  goat  following  it,  and  naturally 
Jrhe  goat  was  killed.  According  to  legend  a  red  thread  that  was  tied  to  the 
door  of  the  temple  turned  white  at  the  very  moment  that  the  scapegoat  was 
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pushed  over  the  cliff,  thus  signifying  that  the  people  were  cleansed  of 

j__  ;heir  ains. 

Now  in  this  we  see  that  God  provided  a  substitute  fctrxJsfrg 

to  take  upon  itself,  lu  ^hlJi^ar.a~a^*at,  fmr   the  sins  of  the  people. 
/a  7////    £,/> j*      A     c'--^rm 
'    k      And  it  remained  this  way  year  after  year,  the  people  celebrating  the  Day 

of  Atonement,  with  the  priest  entering  the  Holy  of  Holies  to  offer  the 

blood  of  the  bull  for  the  people,  and  the  goat  being  driven  out  to  cleanse 

the  people/ 

It  remained  this  way  until  the  arrival  of  Jesus  Christ.  For 
on  the  day  of  His  crucifixion,  He  became  the  scapegoat  for  the  sins  of  the 
people.  It  was  His  blood  trhat  was  poured  out  upon  the  mercy  seat  for  the 
cleansing  of  the  people.  And  it  was  also  on  this  very  day  that  the  veil 
of  the  temple  was  ripped  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  revealing  for  the 
first  time  to  all  people  the  interior  of  the  Holy  of  holies.  The  signifi- 
cance of  this  is  that  at  last  man  need  never  go  to  a  priest  to  intercede 
to  God  for  his  sins.  Man  could  go  directly  to  Jesus  Christ  to  intercede 
for  him  individually. 

TJris  is  what  the  Lord's  Supper  is  all  about.  It  is  the  ob- 
servance of  commemorating  the  dfeath  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  But  it 
is  also  the  opportunity  for  each  of  us  to  come  to  God  through  this  same 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  have  our  sins  taken  away  garttYKr  and  forgiven.  To  have 
the  sins  we  have  committed  in  the  past  forgiven  and  never  to  be  remembered 
against  us  again.  We  can  now  stand  in  the  place  of  the  priest  and  have 
the  Son  of  God  intercede  for  us  with  the  Father.  This  Son  of  God  who  has 
taken  the  role  of  the  scapegoat,  for  us.  gwr»ylDflpqggx3sa&x3Etx3B3^ 
There  is  no  longer  any  need  to  pass  the  buck.  -9oaoT  hava  a  bu(ri^«with-me , 
'     -»»i1  let  us  share  the  meal  of  Him  who  made  buck  passing  obsolete.  Come  let 
.  us  eat  at  His  table. 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunday   After  Pentecost 

Rev.   Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.   Velma  CoLLrNS,   Organist 

Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 

Shari   WcBrioe,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   10:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Chanson  Mat i nale"  Kramer 

"Prelude    in   E"  Read 

Silent  Prayer 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.      320       "0  Zion,    haste" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)   "In  thy  great  mercy  hear  us, 
our  Father,   as  we  confess   our  many   sins  against  thee 
and   our   brethren.      For   all   anger   and  self-will;   for 
all  use  of  our  strength   to    beat  d0*n  those  who  are 
weaker!   for  every  unholy  oes i  re   and    impure   thought: 
tor  the  love  of  money   which    is   the   root  of   evil!   for 
hatreds   and   prejudices   which    injure  others   and   corrupt 
our  own  souls:   tor  little  sacrifices   on  behalf  of   great 
causes?    for  placing  dependence    in  ourselves    rather  than 

IN  THEE,  FORGIVE  US,  0  LoRD,   THROUGH  JeSUS  CHRIST  OUR  SAVIOUR, 

Amen. " 
♦Kyhie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Ch5ral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor*  '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•Peopl/:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 
•Doxoldgv  /No.  55' 
Scripture/ Lesson:     Hebrews  111  1-16 
Hymn  No.  652      "Take  Thou  our  minds,  dear  Lord" 
"Statement  of  Faith      (Front  of  Hymnal) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Layman:  Let  us  Pray, 
rayer  ano  Prayer  Response 


Mrs. 


Frysi ngep 
Robert  Heaton 


I  live  to  Thee" 
Nolte 


Offering 

Offertory:  "Meditation" 

Sblb:  "Because   He   Lives" 

Sermon:  "WHO    IS  FIRST!" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    2^   "Jesus, 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold   Amen 
Organ   Postluoe:  "Maestoso" 

________  *Congregat ion  Standing  -_____- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    Edward  Weichey   in  memory  of   "Parents". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today   are:     *Wally   Feder,   Mont 
MacKinney,    James  Maloney,    Steve  Vargo. 
Nursery   is  provided   today  by  Barbara  Vargo   and   Karen 
Kennedy, 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Alv i n  TaIt  will  represent  Council  at 
the   door  today. 
The  attendance   last  Sundav  was  _"£&. 
"Jy  Hospitalized:     Mrs.   Helen  Custead   (Maximum  care), 
Mrs.    Jean  Pflugh   431*. 
Our  Sincere    Sympathy   to    the   Family  and   Friends   of 

Mrs.    Alberta    (Mae)   Weitzel  who    passed   away   last  Sunday 
Mrs.   Mary   Youno  wt-L  be  7S  years  of  age  on  July   17, 
this  coming  Wednesday  -  send   her   a  card  -   1    know  she 
woulo   appreciate   it.      She   is   now  a  resident  of 
Sunnyvi ew  Home. 
ARC  CAMPING  (open  to  anyone   in  Church)   -  Camping  fee 
of   _U.OO  plub   license  numbers  to  be    in  by  August  U, 
to   Bruce  McBrIde's   dh  Howard   BoLame. 
CHURCH  FAMILY  PICNIC  -  July  2k  -  Wednesday  -  6:00 
Shelter  closest  swimming  pool  -  ALAMEDA  PARK  - 
sponsored   by  the   Lay   Life  and  Work:  Committee. 
Rev.   &  Mrs.    Lee  Neuhaus   *Nr  sons  will  be   in  Butler 
July  31    -  Wed.   -  open  house   at  Gene  Stephenson's 
from  7-9  P.M. 
The  new  Tape  Ministry  for  Shut-ins  has  been  greatly 
received.     a  good  number     have  been  bought  for 
memorials,   while  others  have  been  purchased  by 
Families  to  be  placed    in   the  homes  of  Loved  Ones, 
This  makes   a  great  Living  Memorial  which  goes   on 
and   ON. 

:■ 


If  still  yea,  ask  self  again,  &  again,  &  again,   2/ 

until  U  Can  truthfully  say  HO. 
Because  ther  not  1  us  here  who  can  truthfuilt  say, 
T  1  to  th?t  quest,  &  not  stand  in  danger  of  con- 
ti-iimation  of  God  4  being  liar. 

No"  if  this  sounds  pretty  strong  to  II,  it  should. 

IV  e  us  loves  God  with  all  hart,  mind,  sole,  mind 
(Illustration  Dr.  Torrey)&  young  man) 

&  so  we  could  ask  same  quest  this  morn, 
Have  any  us  put  God  1st  in  lives,  really  put  Him  -la- 
Have  any  us  put  Him  1st  in  our  politics, 
in  our  businesses,  in  our  pleasures,  in  our  joys, 
in  our  sorrows. 
Has  He  been  Number  1? 

II  C  when  we  put  these  terms,  it  not  simple  A,B,C. 
No  longer  like  nice  little  memory  verse  we  learn 
as  children,  &  long  since  put  aside  these  many  yrs 

It  become  hardest  thing  we  ever  do,  or  strive  do. 
Js  not  putting  down  wise  little  saying,  easy  pie 
No,  He  demanding  diseiplaship,  /fol 

this  discipleship  above  all  us. 

But  because  it  impossible  us  do,  no  mean  we  no  strivt 
Like  any  other  thing  put  4th  Js,  it  guideline  life 

(Illustration  Ike,  &  infected  leg) 

Here  an  esamp  faith  in  God,  but  also  put  God  1st, 
1st  in  illness,  as  well  as  all  things. 
We  speak  Eisenhowers  we  no  speak  peop  far  removed 
by  centuries  ago, 
We  speak  peop  on  level  similar  ours. 

Sl  isust  ask  quest  2  day, 
Who  is  .First  in  my  life? 
Is  it  God,  or  is  it  me? 
Is  it  my  wife?  My  huaband? 
My  children?  My  hobbies?  My  pleasures? 
My  business?  My  property? 
Where  does  God  fit  in? 
Is  there  room  for  Him  at  all? 

wiksxaiix3CKiizxxBai:^:xj[niKMitJ5xaii:xxHHr>:i[iin±^xt5t±8Xta 

1rtlH:.:k;rwM-tryiraJy-p-rTrirfe^.aiMin.iiTBiABItahT 

"Thous  Shalt  love  the  L  rd  thy  God,  with  all  thy  heai 

v-'th  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is 

t  j  first  and  great  commandment. " 

"WHO  IS  FIRST? 


"Who  Is  First?" 

Text:  Matt.  22:57, 
"Yf   shall  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart 
an-  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind." 

In  our  ilcrip  this  morn,  we  read  narrative  by  author 
Ef  rews  of  many  familiar  characters  of  OT 
'mis  showed  their  deeds  of  faith 
Men  like,  Noah,  Abe,  Mosea  &  rest  stand  out  as 
very  familiar  persons  in  realm  faith  in  God 

If  read  on  in  chap,  author  cites  3arak,  Samson, 
Jepthah,  David  &  others  as  examps  he  could  have  incl 

If  read  stories  these  famous  men,  we  C  very  distinc 

why  they  stand  out 
Answer  all  2   obvious,  it  is  FAITH 

FAITH  VI  ingred  life  anyone  desiring  follow  Lord 
Without  F,  we  cannot  do  much  anything 
(Illustration  girl  home  Xmas  vacation  St  faith) 

From  this  situation  we  gather  what  F  all  about. 
But  rather  than  deal  F  alone  this  morn, 
I  like  deal  nother  dimension  of  it. 
F  like  so  many  otherthings  has  more  than  1  facet 
We  must  look  all  facets  to  understand  proper 
So  this  in  mind,  let  us  look  def  Js  give 

If  look  22  chap  Matt,  it  explain  simply  there 
Sadduceea  come  Js,  Ss  try  trick  him  with  pay 
trib  Caesar,  P.-.  resurrection  Ded,  (They  no  believe) 

When  he  silence  them,  Pharisees  come  ask,  vs  3^— 37* 

Now  this  great  Commandment. 

(f  lustration  boy  call  boss  inqmire  how  he  doing?) 
j.t  good  practice  take  stock  lives  periodic  interva 
Perhspa  some  ue  do,  perhaps  some  no  do 

2  no  which  direction  we  head,  it  imperative  we  pause 
look  back,  C  what  done,  how  we  live 

Then  make  preps  either  change  what  kept  from  rt  pa* 

path,  or  amend  lives  accordingly 

If  I  were  ask  quest,  "How  many  us  here  can  say  we 

love  Lord  with  all  harts,  with  all  soles,  with  all 
minds?" 

I  wonder  how  many  could  say,  "Yes,  I  have?" 

T**  U  thinking  of  self  rt  now,  that  U  done  this, 
&   self  again. 
If  U  still  come  up  with  YES,  then  ask  self  again, 
And  if  answer  still  YeSj  tnen  &gk  self  again- 


"Who  Is  First?" 

Text:  Matthew  22:37,  "You  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart, 

and  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind." 

In  our  Scripture  this  morning  we  r*ad  the  (j&ULiui  'P#-JI*lji'#w^ 
narrative/of  many  of  the  familiar  characters  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  their 
deeds  of  faith.  Men  like  Abraham,  Noah,  Moses,  and  all  the  rest  stand  out 
as  very  familiar  persons  in  the  realm  of  faith  in  God.   If  we  read  on  in 
this  chapter  the  author  cites  Barak,  Samson,  Jepthah,  David,  and  others  as 
examples  that  he  could  have  also  included.  Now  if  we  read  the  stories  of 
these  famous  Biblical  men,  we  see  very  distinctly  why  they  stand  out.   TJre 
answer  is  all  too  obvious,  and  it  is  faith, 

Faith  is  a  very  important  ingredient  in  the  life  of  anyone 
desiring  to  follow  the  Lord.  Without  faith,  we  cannot  do  much  of  anything. 
We  are  somewhat  like  the  young  lady  who  was  home  on  Christmas  vacation  from 
college,  and  who  became  engrossed  in  a  discussion  with  a  minister.   She  told 
"■"him  quite  frankly  that  she  was  unable  to  believe  in  the  story  of  Jesus. 
He  asked  her  how  she  was  going  to  get  badk  to  college,  and  she  replied  that 
she  was  going  to  fly. 

"Well  how  will  you  get  to  the  airport,"  he  asked.   "I'll  take  a  taxi  from 
downtown"she  answered.   "How  will  you  arrange  to  get  a  ticket  for  the  plane?" 
he  asked.   "I'll  call  ahead  and  make  reservations,"  she  answered. 
"Now  let  me  get  this  straight,  "  the  minister  said.   "First,  you  will  call 
the  airport  to  make  reservations,  then  you  will  get  into  a  cab  on  the  day 
of  departure  and  drive  to  the  airport,  and  then  you  will  board  the  plane." 
The  girl  assured  iter  him  this  was  all  correct.   "Do  you  know  the  girl  at  the 
ticket  counter?"  he  asked.   "No"  said  the  girl.  FDo  you  know  the  taxi  driver?" 
he  asked,   "No"  said  the  girl  again.   "Do  you  know  the  man  who  will  fly  the 
,  ^lane?"  he  asked.  Again,  the  girl  replied  no, 

"In  other  words,  you  are  willing  to  get  in  a  cab,  the  driver  of  which  you  flo 
not  know,  and  trust  him  to  drive  you  to  the  airport.  You  are  going  to  the 
ticket  counter  to  pick  up  a  ticket  from  a  reservations  clerk,  you  have  trusted 
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wmll  have  saved  a  ticket  for  you.  You  are  going  to  board  a  plane  the  pilot 
of  which  you  do  not  know  and  probably  will  never  see,  and  trust  that  he  will 
get  you  safely  to  your  destination.  And  with  all  of  these  unknowns  in  a 
very  real  situation,  you  can  ,Um»*.  in,  but  you  say  you  cannot  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ,  even  though  he  has  heen  written  about  and  spoken  of  by  many, 
many  witnesses."    ?»//      fJ      CTK4r*£       S'^^j 

From  this  >  utl  i  8*1  situation  we  can  gather  what  faith  is 
all  about.  But  rather  than  deal  with  faith  alone  this  morning,  I  would  like 
to  look  at  another  dimension  of  it.  Faith  like  so  many  other  things  has 
more  than  one  facet,  and  so  we  must  look  at  it  from  each  facet  if  we  are  to 
understand  it  properly.  So  with  this  in  mind,  let  us  look  at  faith  from  the 
definition  that  Jesus  gives  us. 

If  we  look  at  the  22nd  chapter  of  Matthew  we  can  find  it  ex- 
plained vefcy  simply  there.  In  this  chapter  we  see  that  the  Pharisees  took 
■•ounsel  together  to  see  how  they  could  trap  Jesus.  So  they  came  to  Him  ask- 
ing Fvi»yFnfeta»fc*«»iniTMwxfe*Bw-inrtamrfc  about  paying  tribute  to  Caesar.  We  all 
know  Jesus  classic  answer,  "Render  to  Caesar  the  things  of  Caesar,  and  to 
Cod  the  things  of  God." 

And  a  little  later  the  Sadducees  come  to  him  and  they  ask  him 
a  hypothetical  question  about  marriage,  after^the  resurrection.  First  of 
all  the  Sadducees  did  not  believe  in  the  resurrection,  and  sedondly,  they 
were  merely  trying  to  trick  Him.   So  Jesus  knowing  their  intent,  gives  them 
a  very  wise  answer.  First  he  tells  them  there  is  no  marriage  in  the  resur- 
rection. And  secondly  he  tells  them  that  God,  is  a  God  of  the  living,  and 
not  the  dead.  Now  when  Jesus  tells  the  Sadducees  this,  He  is  really  stating 
that  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Hacoh  are  not  dead,  but  arecalive  somewhere,  and  Jesu: 
is  showing  by  this  that  there  is  life  beyond,  thus  disproving  the  theory  of 
hese  learned  men. 

And  we  read  that  the  crowd  was  astonished  at  His  teaching. 
How,  that  he  has  put  down  the  Sadducees,  the  Pharisees  are  happy  and  they 
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want  to  make  points  with  this  wise  man,  and  so  they  send  a  lawyer  to  Him, 
to  ask  the  question,  "Which  is  the  great  commandment?"  And  Jesus  answers, 
"You  shakl  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  with  all  yomr  soul, 
and  with  all  your  mind,"  There  is  more  to  this  chapter,  but  what  I  want  to 
sjieak  to  now  is  merely  this  great  commandment. 

It  is  a  good  paactice  to  take  stock  of  our  lives  at  periodic 
intervals*  Perhaps  some  of  us  do  this,  and  perhaps  some  of  us  never  give 
this  a  second  thought.  I  believe  that  in  order  to  see  in  which  direction 
we  are  headed,  it  is  imperative  that  from  time  to  time  we  pause,  to  look 
back  on  what  we  have  done  and  how  we  have  lived,  and  then  to  make  preparations 
to  skx  either  change  what  has  kept  us  from  the  right  paths,  or  to  amend  our 
lives  accordingly. 

If  I  were  to  ask  the  question,  "How  many  of  us  here  can  say 
that  we  love  the  Lord  our  <iod  with  all  our  hearts,  with  all  our  souls,  and 
fith  all  our  minds?"  I  wonder  how  many  could  answer,,  "Yes,  I  have."  And  if 
you  are  thinking  to  yourself  right  now,  that  you  have  done  this,  ask  your- 
self again.  And  if  you  still  come  up  with,  "Yes,  I  have,"  then  ask  yourself 
again.  A|ftl  if  your  answer  is  still  yes,  then  ask  it  again  and  again  until 
you  can  truthfully  answer  "WO.",  because  there  is  not  a  one  of  us  here  who 
can  say  truthfully  Yes  to  that  question  and  not  stand  in  the  way  of  God's 
wrath  for  being  a  liar. 

Bow  if  this  sounds  pretty  strong  to  you,  it  should  sound 
that  way.  None  of  us,  ever  loves  God  with  all  our  hearts  with  all  our  souls 
and  with  all  our  minds.   Dr.  R.A.  Torrey  a  very  noted  preacher  of  some  years 
ago  once  told  of  a  ^mssspaswscxssoEis^xJssy^am   minister  coming  to  him  and  telling 
him  of  a  young  man  who  wanted  to  be  a  minister. 
(Illustration  of  young  man  and  Dr.  Torrey' s  questions  on  loving  God.) 

And  so  we  could  ask  the  same  questions  this  morning.  Have 

any  of  us  put  God  first  in  our  lives?  In  our  politics,  in  our  businesses, 
in  our  pleasures,  in  our  joys,  in  our  sorrows?  Has  He  been  number  1? 


Yott  see,  when  we  put  it  in  these  terms,  it  is  not  the  simple 
&.,  BL  C,  type  of  thing  that  we  perhaps  thought  it  was.   It  is  no  longer  the 
nice  little  memory  verse  that  we  perhaps  learned  as  children  and  have  long 
since  thought  of  only  in  these  terms.   It  becomes  the  hardest  thing  that  a 
person  could  ever  strive  to  do.   Jesus  was  not  setting  down  here  a  wise 
little  saying  that  was  as  easy  as  pie  to  follow.  Ho,  he  was  demanding  a 
type  of  discipleship  that  is  above  and  bejond  the  rttach  of  all  of  us. 
But  because  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  do,  does  not  mean  that  we  are  not  to 
strive  toward  it.  Like  many  other  things  put  forth  by  Jesus,  it  is  a  guide- 
line to  help  us  to  live  the  good  life. 

A^c^MMxfairgBjggxgrMfcfririinnrraaray^ 

(Illustration  of  Ike  Eisenhower  and  infected  leg) 

Now  here  is  an  example  of  faith  in  God,  but  also  of  putting 
"■od  first,  in  illness,  as  well  as  in  all  things.  When  we  speak  of  the  Eisen- 
hower family,  we  are  not  talking  of  some  far  removed  people  of  centuries 
ago,  but  of  people  who  were  xek  and  are  on  a  level  similar  to  ours. 

So  we  must  ask  the  question  of  ourselves  today,  "Who  is 
first  in  my  life?  Is  it  God?  Or  is  it  me?  Is  it  my  wife?  My  Husband? 
My  children?  My  hobbies?  My  pleasures?  My  business?  My  property? 

Where  does  My  God  fit  in?  Is  there  room  for  Him  at  all? 
"You  shall ]ove   the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  with  all  your  soul, 
and  with  all  your  mind,  this  is  the  great  and  first  commandment." 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsvlvani a 
Ninth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  August  k,     197^ 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Ltnk,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Velma  Collins,    Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    ChoIr  Director 
Randy  Dell en,   Gpeg  Posko  -  Acolytes 

QRCER   OF  ■.■□RaH»P    I  D:nn   AJ-", 
Prelude  Music:  "f'ofiNi  ng  Prelude"  Andre1 

'"Andante  Amorqsq"  Zittehpat 

Silent   Pi aver 
•processional  hvmn  no,   3^'      "flim6  out  the  banner!? 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

■ExHQRTATl ON 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Our  heavenly   Father,    who   bv 

THY     LOVE    HABT    MaOE    US,      AND     THROUGH     THV     LOVE    HAST    KEPT 
USt     AND     IN     THY    LOVE     '■■•OULGST    MAKE    UB     PERFECT*        mt    HUM'S LV 
CONFESS     THAT    lflE    HAVE     NOT     LOVED     THEE    "ITH    ALL    OUR    HEART 
AND     SOUL    AND     MIND    AND     STRENGTH,     A  NO     THAT    WE    HAVE     NOT 
LOVED    ONE     ANOTHER     AS     CHRIST     HATH     LOVEO     US.         THY    LlFf     IS 
WITHIN    OUR     SOULS,      SLT     QUA    SELFISHNESS     HATH    HINDERED     THEE. 
..e     HAVE     NEGLECTED     THINE     INSPIRATIONS.         FORGIVE    WHAT    t*E 
HAVE    OEEN;     HELP     US     TO     AMEND     IKHAT    WE     ARE  I     AND     IN     THV 

Spirit  direct  *hat  we  shall  be;  that  thou  mayest  come 
into  the  full  glory  of  thv  creation,  in  us  and  )n  all 
men;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,   Amen," 

*Kyr| E      {ChO I R,  CONSREGAT IQN  AND  P  AS  TOR-) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  or  en  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  shoi"  fosth  thy  praise, 
*  Do  xo  lo  g  y   Mo .  55  * 
Scripture  Lessons     Jeremiah  ?3:  ' 6—3^ 
Hymn  No.  392    "Jesus,  Thou  divine  Companion" 
*Affi rmat roN  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patpi 
•Call  to  F paver 

*Pastcr;  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

•People?     And  rlTH  thy  spirit. 

•Pastors      Let  us  P»ay. 
^     /aver  and  "-ayer  response 


"■" 


Offering 

Offe«torv;  "Med i tat  ion"  Kinder 

«      m    Solo  *  Wies   Oenise  Reed  faom  Akron  Ohio— Guest  Soloist 

^    Sermon:  "PM  (V   OFlNIOMJ ,f 

Prayer   and  Lord's   Frayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   U-02     "Let  there   be  light" 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Fostludc:  "Allegro"  Peery 

-----   ---  *c0ngregation  standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flo1,  erb   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   by 
Mr,   &  Wfts.   '-"'i  lwer  Ppabe  to   the  "Glory  of   Goo". 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Allew  Rotacchi »    John 
Redman,    Dan  Sosko,    Robert  Knauer   and   Charles   Fenar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Robert   Knauer  kill  represent   Council 

at  the  door  today, 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today   bv  Mrs,    Sharon  Stauffer 

ano  Laurel  Stauffer   and  Debbie  McfetDC 
Monday  -   .X>iEN'J  MARY  PRUGH   CIRCLE  FICN1C  -   August 
5  at  6:00  o'clock*     Meat,    Dessert   and   beverage  will 

nt     FURNISHED, 

"*^>*    Tuesday   -  PROPERTY  COMMITTEE  MEETING  -   7:00  -   This 
«***^        ts   important   that   you  atteno* 

■ -VE0NE30AY   -  MO  COUNCIL  JELTIWG  TH  I  d      EEK  -  COUNCIL 

j^    MEETING    iILL  BE  HELD  ^T  7:30  P.M.   -  August    IUth. 
The  ARC  Class  Vem&ers   are  asked  to   pick  up  their 
Sunday  School   material    in  the  Office  -   so   that   you 

MAY  LOOK  IT  OVER  SV  THE  TIME  CLASS  RESUMES   SEPT,   I* 
AS  OF  TODAY  THE  FlO^EOS  WILL  BE  DIFFERENT  EACH  WEEK 
AND  THE  PRICE  HAS  GONE  UP  TO  Si  0.60.    ■'■'£  HAVE  MADE 
A  CHECK  OF  ALL  THE  FLORISTS  AND  THIS  IB  NOT  OUT  OF 
LIKE.    If  A  FAMILY  *OULD  LIKE  TO  GO  TOGETHER  FOR  A 
SuNrAY  THIS  IS  NO  PROBLEM.   YoU  WILL  GET  CREDIT  ON 
YOUR  STATEMENT  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR  FOR  ALL  FLOWER 
PURCHASES  FOR  THE  ALTAR.    SEPTEMBER  I,   1 5.  29  ARE 
OPEN  AS  *ELL  AS  OCT*  ?7,  NOV.  3,   10,   I?  AND  OTHERS 

in  December  except  for  P2nd. 
ARC  CAPPING  -  Camping  Fee  of  B^, DC  plus  licences 

TO  BE  IN  BY  TODAY  TO  BRUCE  McSrIOe's  OR  HoWARO 

Bolamts.      Tour  of  the  Greenville  Home   le   planneo 

FOR     &JNPAY. 

>ThE     ATTENDANCE    LAST    SuNOaV    -     13** 
There  will  be  a   short  meeting  of   those   that   are  going 

CAMPING     IN    THE    UnoERCROFT    RIGHT    AFTER    TH         'iRVICE   YOOA\ 

wn.o/r    Vi  >  r     - 


Pies,  speaks  on  TV  &0  min,  &  commentators  will    2/ 
take  15  to  tell  us  wnat  they  think  he  said, 
Look  entertain  section  paper,  U  will  find  reviews 
w  tten  by  someone  whose  opin  supposed  shape  iir 
trussing  whether  certain  picture  or  play  good/bad 

Li  :  TV  section  paper  see  reviews  what  someone 
^Thinks  best  TV  shows,  in  their  ppin. 

A  survey  taken  among  1M  1500  peop  as  what  program 
"They  watch  on  cert  nite,  &  this  supposed  be  natl 
avg,  thus  some  programs  U  I  think  good,  H  dumped 

Investment  counselors  tell  me  what  I  should  do  with 
whatever  money  I  may  have, 
opin  some  star  athlete  should  determine  which  blade  j 
"fuse,  or  witch  cereal  I  eat,  or  witch  hj,ir  tonic 
I  should  use  on  my  thinning  hair. 
Qpins  movie  stars  dteraine  which  cosmetics  best  fori 
miladys  complex,  or  which  soap  better. 

Opin  Supreme  Court  can  change  entire  course  of  nation 

Coin  of  jury  decides  gilt  or  innocence  person  accuse* 

"Tiny  Vanderbilt  or  Emily  Post  determines  which  fork 

Tshall  use  for  salad,  or  whether  I  should  eat 

chicken  in  public  with  my  fingers,  (as  I  can  do  in 

privacy  of  my  home) 

Perhaps  need  pray  as  1  man  did,  "Lord,  give  me  this 
day  my  daily  opin,  3:  forgive  me  4  the  1  I  had  yester. 

In  MY  Opin,  the  voices  of  preachers  &  prophets  have 
many  times  only  been  expressing  opins  fc  2  manny  yrs, 
lasted  sound  4-th  as  tru  pr's,  too  often  words  only 
op  iis 
D  f  tween  tru  pr.  &.   fals  pr,  accord  Jere  ft.  all  pr'i 
was  if  message  preface  with  words,  "Thus  say.s  Lord" 
If  this  term  culd  not  be  apply  prophecy  then  not 
legit 

Well,  "  L'hus  says  the  Lord"  today  as  He  always  said, 
"Beware  Of  "False  Prophets" 

There  2  many  voices  clamoring  be  herd, 
unfortunately  some  herd  in  our  churches 
Insted  Gosp  Js  Xp  be  proclaimed,  Gosp  mans  needs  & 
&osp  of  man  being  proclaimed 
Insted  Gosp  Salv  be  preach,  message  of  save  self 
thru  doing  things  be  preached 
If  we  2  be  truly  led  by  God,  be  truly  open  His  voice 
we  must  listen  for  Him  in  His  Word,  The  Scripturesip 
p  we  must  listen  for  Him  in  our  lives 

It  j.s  time  we  looked  at  sxz  what  are  our  convictions 
and  what  are  our  opins.  .       «.   ^  ,»__ 

Someone  said,  "Peop  die  for  convictions,  but  no^1™, 


"In  My  Opinon!" 

T-^t:  Jeremiah  8fex  23:  28, 

"l'up  prophet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a  dream: 
an  he  that  hath  my  word,  let  him  speak  my  word 
faithfully. " 

Several  yrs  ago,  cult  of  peop  prophesied  end  of  wor] 
These  peop  live  Salif. 
said  certain  day,  during  summer  yr  world  end/ 

Packed  all  provisions,  &  belongings  went  live 

caves  in  hills,  await  end. 

Their  surprise  must  been  unbounded  when  day  came/wenl 
still  no  end.  Wocld  went  on 

Can  recall   hear   reporters   tell    how  p»op   wflnt   silent] 

quietly  back  to  homes,  no  fanfare. 
But  were  more  vocal  when  proclaiming  end  of  world. 

This  good  examp  false  propets, 
ierm  Mt,  Js  tell  peop  beware  false  pr. 
He  say,  come  sheep  clothing,  inwardly  like  ravenous 
wolves. 
He  go  on  say,  "By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them1 
Pir.  Jere  spoke  against  false  pr  in  scrip 
He  say,  vs  16,  they  speak  lies  supposedly  from  God. 
He  questions  vs  18,  if  they  have  stood  before  God 
&  gotten  the  message  from  Him. 
He  tell  God's  wrath  upon  false  pr.  vss  19,  20 

God  has  said  thru  him  (Jeremiah) ,  He  did  hot  send 

the   pr's  yet  they  prophecied,  vs  21, 
H'V  they  stood  before  Him  they  would  have  performed 
the  duty  of  real  pr,  preach  repentence  to  Binners. 
vs  22 

He  tell  God  ask  if  man  can  hide  from  God,  vs  24- 
He  tell  God's  Word  powerful,  strong  vs,=r9 
Gott  against  all  false  propteta,  &  prophecies  «ss 

j}0-:$2 
We  live  age  more  fals  pr's,  perhaps  any  other 
Jere  culd  easly  be  speak  us  2day. 
tell  us,  "let  prophet  who  has  dream,  tell  dream, 
but  let  him  who  has  Word  of  God,  speak  that  Word 

faithfully."'  " 

(Minister  being  stopped  interview  illustration) 

We  ill  have  opins,  &  perfectly  willing  share  n.t  drop 

oi  _iint  to  do  so. 

(Illustration  Eli  Uallech  and  old  movie) 

This  about  what  our  age  amt  to,  opins,  opins,  ^™°^e 


This  proven  by  Gosp  Js  Xp«  2#- 

This  Gosp  always  same,  always  will  be 

'e  sinners,  wages  sin/death 
_,  we  cannot  save  selves  good  works,  good  deeeds 

We  _  ihj   be  saijred,  by  come  Him  accept  Him  personally 
in  our  lives. 

We  must  ignore  opins  those  pr's  would  have  us  belie 

we  have  salvation  by  work  in  ghettos, 
or  by  help  social  movements  of  day 

We  must  listen  what  He  say,  "No  man  comes  to  the  F. 
except  by  me." 
So  if  we  2  B  Xpian  we  must  believe  what  Js,  tell  us 
We  must  come  2  Him  in  other  words. 

(Illustration  2Jrd  Psal  &  knowing  Shepherd) 

Here  good  examp,  knowing  the  lines,  but  what  good  is 
it  if  we  can  say  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  and  never 
know  the  rue  meaning  of  it? 

"Let  the  prophet  who  has  a  dream  tell  the  dream,  but 
leTTTfiim  who  has  My  Word,  speak  my  Word  faithfully," 
says_  the  Lord. 

Read  your  bulletin  back  for  today,  it  ironic  what 

it  says. 

This  what  Js,  did,  &  this  we  must  do 

It  said  on  Newton  tomb  chiseled  words,  "Nature  and 
nature's  laws  lay  hid  in  the  nite,   God  said,  "Let 
jTewton  be,"  and  all  was  lite." 
,'e  no  this  not  complete  tru 

no  Newton  had  vast  knowledge  as  well  as  wisdom, 
out  we  also  no  he  knew  his  wisdom  &  knowledge  limi' 
He_.Qn.ce  said,  he  was  a  little  child  picking  up  peb- 
bles alomg  the  seashore.  Around  him  the  vast  unendin 
sea  of  unknown  whispers. 
"Fleeting  shadows  in  a  cave,"  are  what  Plato  called 
it. 
Paul  said,  "We  see  iJcetrxa:  in  a  mirror  darkly" 
Gilbert  Chesterton  has  said  of  the  modern  news- 
paper, "It  is  a  loud  vulgar  organ  by  which  our 
civilization  proclaims  that  is  has  nothing  to 
say." 

So  when  we  tempted  accept  opins  of  editorsm  commetato 

movie  stars,  star  athletes  let  us  accept  them  for 

what  they  are ,  OPINIONS . 

L<   us  instead,  "Let  the  propeht  who  has  a  dream  tell 
£V,  but  listen  for  the  Word  of  God  speoken  faith- 
fully by  the  real  prophet '  wh0  wan^s  to  sPeak  for 
the  LORD,"  thus  says  fhe  LORD,  in  my.  opinion. 


"In  My  Opinion" 

Text:   Jeremiah  2J:28   "Let  the  prophet  who  has  a  dream  tell  the  dream, 
hut  let  him  who  has  my  word  speak  my  word  faithfully." 

Several  years  ago,  a  cult  of  people  in  California,  made 
the  assertion  that  the  world  would  end  on  a  certain  day  during  the 
summer  of  that  year.   3o  they  packed  all  of  their  provisions  and  be- 
longings and  many  of  them  went  to  live  in  caves  on  a  hillside  to  await 
the  end.   Their  surprise  must  have  been  unbounded  when  that  day  came  and 
want  and  the  world  still  went  on.   I  can  recall  hearing  reporters  tell- 
ing  how  these  people  went,,  quietly  back  to  their  homes  without  any  fanfare. 
But  they  were  more  vocal  when  they  were  proclaiming  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  is  a  good  example  of  false  prophets.  flwmmy  feeld  In 
the  Sermon  on  the  Kount,  Jesus  told  the  people  to  beware  of  false  prophets. 
He  said  they  come  to  you  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  inwardly  are  ravenous 
wolves.  He  went  on  to  say,  "By  their  fruits  you  will  know  them." 
The  prophet  Jeremiah  spoke  against  the  false  prophets  in  our  scripture 
this  morning.  He  said,  "Don't  listen  to  the  false  prophets  who  speak 
of  vain  hppes,  w  o  speak  visions  of  their  minds,  which  ar&  not  from  the 
mouth  of  God.   They  will  tell  those  that  despise  the  Lord,  that  all  is 
well,  and  to  everyone  who  stubbornly  refuses  to  follow  God's  way,  that 
no  evil  shall  come  upon  you. 

But,  he  asks,  "Who  among  them  has  stood  in  the  council  of 
the  Lord,  to  perceive  and  hear  his  word,  or  who  has  given  heed  to  his 
word  and  listened?"  He  tells  that  God  has  said,  "I  did  not  send  the 
prophets,  yet  they  ran;  I  did  not  speak  to  them,  yet  they  prophesied. 
But  if  they  had  stood  in  my  counsel,  then  they  would  have  proclaimed 
ay  words  to  my  people,  and  they  would  have  turned  them  from  their  evil 
way,  and  from  the  evil  of  their  doings."   He  tells  of  God  asking  if 
man  can  hide  himself  from  God?  God  says  that  he  can  see  man  and  he 
knows  what  man  is  saying  and  doing.   "I  have  heard  what  the  prophets 


2 

have  said  who  prophesy  lies  in  my  name  saying,  'I  have  dreamed,  I  have 

dreamed 1 '  How  long  shall  there  be  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  prophets 

who  prophesy  lies,  and  who  prophesy  the  deceit  of  their  own  heart,  who 

think  to  make  my  people  forget  my  name  by  their  dreams  which  they  tell 

one  another,  even  as  their  fathers  forgot  my  name  for  Ba  al?  Let  the 

prophet  who  has  a  dream  tell  the  dream,  but  let  him  who  has  my  word 

speak  my  word  faithfully. " 

We  are  living  in  an  age  that  has  more  false  prophets, 

fffi-it  than  Jst  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the  world.   Jeremiah  could 
A 

very  easily  be  speaking  to  us  today  and  telling  us  to  let  the  prophet 

who  has  a  dream  tell  the  dream,  but  let  him  who  has  the  word  of  God 

speak  that  word  faithfully. 

A  minister  told  of  being  stopped  for  a  personal  interview 
on  the  street.  He  said  he  could  well  imagine  the  radio  -audience  holding 
its  collective  breath  awaiting  the  pearls  to  drop  from  his  mouth.  He 
said  he  felt  that  sureljr  the  announcer  must  have  perceived  that  here  was 
a  very  intelligent  and  discerning  individual.  A  man  whose  very  wisdom 
had  gone  untapped  for  tool  long.  He  said,  "There  is  probably  no  greater 
flattery  we  can  give  domeone  £tarfcx  than  to  ask  his  opinion  on  something." 

We  all  have  opinions  and  we  ar&  perfectly  willing  to  share 
them  at  the  drop  of  a  hat.   On  the  Thursday  night  movie  this  past  week 
Eli  Wallach  the  noted  actor  portrayed  a  man  who  xacs  is  like  so  many 
people  in  the  world  today,  a  number  and  not  a  person.   His  sense  of  not 
belonging  made  him  want  to  do  something  spectacular,  so  he  plotted  to 
kidnap  a  woman  to  prove  his  point.  It  was  a  rather  hilarious,  yet 
stupid  plot,  and  after  he  had  abducted  this  woman  and  taken  her  to  his 
apartment,  she  begins  to  tell  him  something  and  he  shouts  at  her, 
-  "Shut  up,  shut  up,  I  don't  want  to  hear  your  opinions.   Everyone  has 
opinions,  and  I  don't  want  to  hear  yours." 


This  is  about  what  our  age  amounts  to,  opinions,  opinions 
and  more  opinions.   Let  the  president  speak  on  television  for  30  minutes 
and  then  we  must  he  subjected  to  15  minutes  of  what  the  commentators 
think  he  said.  Look  at  the  entertainment  section  of  the  paper  u.t»  ihe 
mJUPLCS  and  you  will  find  reviews  written  by  someone  whose  opinion  is 
supposed  to  shape  your  thinking  as  to  whther  a  Certain  picture^is  good 
or  bad.   Look  at  the  television  section  of  the  paper  and  someone  there 
has  written  a  review  of  which  programs  are  in  their  opinion  the  best. 
A  survey  is  taken  of  about  1000  or  1500  people  as  to  what  programs  they 
are  watching  on  a  certain  night  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  the  average 
opinion  for  the  nation,  and  so  some  programs  that  perhaps  you  and  I 
think  are  good,  are  dumped. 


diifcpdtfc  oini ,  r^i: 


The  investment  counselors  tell  me  what  I  should  do  with 
whatever  money  I  have.   The  opinion  of  some  star  athlete  should  deter- 
mine which  razor  blade  I  use,  or  which  cereal  I  should  eat,  or  which 
hair  tonic  I  should  use.   The  opinions  of  maivie  stars  determine  what 
cosmetics  are  best  for  miladys  complexion  or  which  soap  is  better. 
The  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  can  change  the  entire  coursse  of  our 
nation.   The  opinion  of  a  jury  decides  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  a 
person  accueed.  Amy  Vanderbilt  or  Smily  Post  determines  which  fork  I 
shall  use  for  my  salad  or  xkfeste  whether  I  should  eat  chicken  in  public 
with  my  fingers,  Cas  I  can  do  in  the  privacy  of  my  home). 

Perhaps  we  need  to  pray  as  one  man  supposedly  did, 
"Lord,  give  me  this  day  my  daily  opinion,  and  forgive  me  for  the  one 
I  had  yesterday." 

In  my  opinion,  the  voices  of  the  preachers  and  so  called 
prophets  have  only  been  expressing  opinions  for  too  many  years  now. 


4 
Instead  of  sounding  forth  as  true  prophets  iihnuid,  too  often  the  words 
have  been  merely  opinions.  The  difference  between  a  true  prophet  and 
a  false  prophet  according  to  Jeremiah  and  all  the  prophets,  was  if  the 
message  could  he  prefaced  with  the  words,  "Thus  says  the  Lord."  If 
this  term  could  not  he  applied  to  a  prophecy  then  it  was  not  legitimate. 

Well,  "thus  says  the  Lord"  today  as  He  has  always  said, 
"Beware  of  false  prophets!"  There  are  too  many  voices  today  clamoring 
to  be  heard  and  unfortunately  some  of  them  are  to  be  heard  in  our  churches. 
Instead  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  being  proclaimed,  the  Gospel  of 
Man  and  Kan's  needs  is  being  proclaimed.   Instead  of  the  message  of 
Salvation,  the  message  of  saving  yourself  through  doing  things  is  being 
preached.   If  we  are  to  be  truly  led  by  God  and  to  be  truly  open  to 
His  voice,  then  we  must  listen  for  Him  in  His  word,  the  scriptures,  and 
we  must  listen  for  Him  in  our  lives. 

The  Gospel  of  Sir  Jesus  Christ  is  ever  the  same  and  will 
always  remain  so4  uu d  Wi jl U  ^m ,  ^e  are  sinners,  and  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death,  and  we  cannot  save  ourselves  by  good  works  and  deeds.   We  can 
only  xs.   be  saved  by  coming  to  Jesus  Christ  and  accepting  Him  personally 
in  our  lives.  <!&&oA  those  prophets  who  would  have  us  believe  that 


we  have  salvation  by  working  in  the  ghettos,  or  by  helping  in  the 
social  movements  af  the  day,  jt  iiiiiiI  "Irnni"  tlinii  axnntBTi  and  listen 
to  what  the  Lord  says%  Jesus  said,  "ITo  man  comes  to  the  Father  except 
by  me."  So  if  we  are  to  fagfrtwrrgxfckg  be  Christian,  we  must  belieS^what 
Christ  tells  us.   We  must  come  to  know  Him  in  other  words. 

XtaE  At  a  large  dinner  party,  a  certain  well  known  stage 
actor  was  asked  to  entertain.  He  had  chosen  to  recite  the  23rd  Psalm. 
(Illustration  of  Knowing  the  Shepherd.) 

Here  is  a  good  example  of  knowing  the  lines,  being  able 
to  present  them  flawlessly,  and  yet,  not  being  able  to  convey  the  mes- 
sage, because  of  an  incomplete  knowledge  of  the  Shepherd. 
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"Let  the  prophet  who  has  a  dream  tell  the  dream,  but 
let  him  who  has  my  word  speak  my  word  faithfully,"  says  the  Lord. 
It  is  said  that  on  Newton's  tomb  are  chiseled  the  words,  "nature  and 
nature's  laws,  lay  hid  in  night.   God  said:  'Let  Newton  Be,'  and  all 
was  light."  But  we  know  this  is  not  completely  true.  We  know  that 
Newton  had  a  vast  knowledge  as  well  as  wisdom,  but  we  also  know  he 
knew  that  his  wisdom  and  knowledge  were  limited.  He  realized  his 
knowledge  was  brief  and  he  knew  #hat  he  didn't  know.  He  once  said  that 
he  was  a  little  child,  picking  up  pebbles  along  the  seashore.  Around 
him  the  vast,  unending  sea  of  xk±spsxx  unknown  whispers. 

"Fleeting  shadows  in  a  cave,"  are  what  Plato  called  it. 
Paul  said,  "We  see  in  a  mirror  darkly,"  Gilbert  Chesterton  has  said 
of  the  modern  newspaper,  "It  is  a  loud  vulgar  organ  by  which  our 
civilization  proclaims  that  it  has  nothing  to  say. "  So  when  we  are 
tempted  to  accept  the  opinions  of  editors  or  commentators,  or  movie 
stars  or  athletic  heroes,  or  to  listen  to  the  false  prophets  surrounding 
us  on  all  sides,  "let  the  prophet  who  has  a  dream  tell  it,  but  listen 
for  the  word  of  the  Lord  spoken  fiathfully  by  the  real  prophet,  who 
wants  to  speak  for  the  Lord,"  thus  says  the  Lord,  in  my  Opinion, 


As  for  me,  I  will  call  upon  God,  and  He  shall  hear 
my  voice :  He  hath  delivered  my  soul  in  peace  from 
the  battle  that  was  against  [ie. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Tenth  Sunhay  After  Pentecost  August    II,    I971* 

Rev,   Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Velma  Collins,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,   Choir   Director 
Ranoy  Dellen,   Greg   Bosko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORoHIP    10:00  A.M. 

Prelude  Music:  "Prelude   in  E  Flat"  Read 

"Andantino"  Nolte 

Silent  Prayer 
'Processional  Hvmn  No.     S       "Praise  ye  the  Lord" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession  (In  Unison)    "0   Lord  God  of  Our   Fathers,   who   In 

thy  g00dne6s  hast  led  this  people  hitherto  sy  wondrous 

ways;  WHO   MAKEST   the  nations   to  praise  thee,    ano   kmittest 

THEM  TOGETHER  IN  THE  BONOS  OF  PEACE;  WE  BESEECH  THEC  TO 
POUR  THINE  ABUNnANT  BLESSING  ON  THIS  NATION  OVER  WH I  CM 
THOU  HAST  CALLED  THY  SERVANT  OUR  PRESIDENT.   GRANT  THAT 
ALL,  OF  WHATEVER  RACE  OR  COLOUR*  Qp  TONGUE,  MAY,  IN 
PROSPERITY  AND  PEACE,   BE  UNITED  IN  THE  BONO  OF  BROTHERHOOD, 
AND  IN  THE  ONE  FELLOWSHIP  or  THE  FAITH,  SO  THAT  WE  MAY  BE 
FOUND  A  PEOPLE  ACCEPTABLE  UNTO  THEE!  THROUGH  JeSUS  CHRIST 
OUR  Loro.   Amen, " 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praibe 

•Pastor:      '0  Lord  open  our   lips. 

*People:     Ano  our  mouth  shall  bhow  forth  thv  praise. 
•Do'ology       No.   551 
Scripture  Lesson:         John  S:   3'~^7 
Hymn  No.     M-63       "Jesus,    Saviour,    pilot  me" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith        (Apostles'   Creed) 
•Gloria   Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 

3AVER  AMD  PpaYEH  RESPONSE 

) 


Offer i ng 

Offertory:  "Reverie"  Guvliand 

Duet:       "a  Song  of  Peace"     Sibelius  Suno  bv 

Dale   and  Lloyd   Link 
Sermon:  "TRUTH?" 

Prayer  ano   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication   No.   399   "Once  to  every  man   and  natioi 
•Benediction  ano  Three   Fold  Amen 
Ohgan  Postluoe:  "Recessional"  Schusert 

--------    *CoNGREGAT'ON    StANDING    ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been  placed  gy 
Miss  Marie  OaUbenbpeck    in  memory  of  her   "Parents" 
Mary  El i zadeth  Daubenspeck   and  George   Freece 
Daubenspeck. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:      •Wally  Feder,   Mont 

MacKinney^.  Steve  Vargo. 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   Ralph  Killean  will   represent  Council  at 

the  oocr  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today   by:      Mrs.    Barb  Vargo 
and  Patty  Basehore. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   153- 
'  WEDNESDAY   -   7:30  -   COUNCIL  MEETING 

( THURSDAY  -    THE   NEWSLETTER   WILL   BE   PUBLISHED  -   HAVE 
ALL   MATERIAL     IN    BY    WEDNESDAY. 
FLOWER   DATES   ARE   OPEN   -   Sept.     I    AND    (5    AND   29™, 

Other  oates   are   available. 
Rev.    Link   will   be   away  on  vacation  the   laet  two  weeks 

of  August. 
Rev.   Granville  Cooper  will  be  i"|th  us  next  Week. 
Rev.   Charles  AoamI,    Jr.   will  be  here  on   the  25th. 
The  ARC  Class  and  others   trom  the  Congregation  are 
Camping  at   Pymatuning,      They  will  be  visiting  Green- 
ville for  Services   and  have   a  tour  of   the  building 

TODAY,  

0  Goo,    OUR  Father,   give  to  the  nations  of  the  world 

A  NEW  HEART  OF  COMRADESHIP i  THAT  EVERY  PEOPLE  MAY 
BRING  ITS  TRIBUTE  OF  EXCELLENCE  TO  THE  COMMON  TREAS- 
URY, AND  ALL  THF  WORLD  MAY  Go  FORWARD  IN  THE  NEW  ANO 
LIVING  »'AY  WHICH  HE  HATH  CONSECRATED  FOR  US  :  WHO  NOW 
LIVETH  AND  REIGNETH,  I'lTH  THEE  AND  THE  Sp  |  R I T  OF 

Truth,  one  Goo,  w0RLd  without  end,  Amen. 


Don't  know  bout  you,  2/ 

but  I  liked  what  I  saw  &  herd  from  Mr.  Ford. 
ue  not  ashamed  call  upon  God 
>r  he  ashamed  ask  for  prayers  for  self  8s  nation. 

2  things  he  said, 
1s*   "Honesty  still  the  best  policy." 
a   ,  "Truth  is  the  glue  that  holds  govtf  together.' 

I  think  he  rt, 
but  we  must  take  1  step  furtherm 
We  must  all  as  peop  be  honest, 

We  must  all  be  aware  truth  is  glue  holds  nation 
together  as  well. 

We  had  enuf  lies,  untruths,  deception, 
We  had  enuf  false  prophets  surrounding  leaders. 
It  now  time  we  seek  have  honest  peop  all  walks  life, 
it  now  time  we  all,  "Know  truth,  and  the  truth  will 
make  us  free  and  keep  us  free." 


"Truth?" 

Te  :  John  8: 52,  "And  you  will  know  the  truth,  and 
the  truth  will  make  you  free." 

i'V   w,  To  Tell  The  Truth, 
foi^at,  object  of  show. 
It  game  lying  deception,  tho  only  game 
it  shows  how  truth  pushed  into  background 

Js  said,  (Text) 
He  speak  Jews  believe  in  Him, 
He  inform  rev.  of  G.  they  have  Tr.  &  tr.  set  free 
in  world. 

Also  Jn  story  trial  Js  Pilate  ask,  What  is  Truth? 
Good  quest.  Tr?   What  is  it?  Who  define  it? 
Who  has  it?  What  meant  by  it? 

OT  books  I  K.  22,  II  Chron,  18  story  recorded. 

If  care  follow,  we  use  I  K.  22 
(Exegete  oh.  22,  vss  1-28) 

This  story  good  examp  how  Tr.  circumvent  &  lies  sot 
Compare  story  events  past  week  after 

&  past  2yr  Watergate  mess. 
We  see  1st  time  nation  prea  toppled  power, 
because  aids  assts  surround  him,  false  prophs 

What  really  take  place,  flasehood,  lies,  steal,  chea 
almost  way  of  life  some  peop 
Conf.  camp  examp. 
good/evil,  chance  get  test  answrs  15 • 
Surpisingly  major,  kids  group  think  about  it 
Tf  s  reflection  how  child  act/react  circums.  round 
illustration  boy  raised  wrong)  them 

Isn't  this  where  prob  lies?  At  Home? 
Isn't  it  we  parents  must  set  examp? 
Amazed  times  parents  say  me  cannot  get  children 
go  on.  3S  &  pass  off,  "Oh,  one  day  they  have  child 
of  own,  they  come  back  to  ch." 

'Pliat  like  conversation  Coleridge  had  with  parent 
(Illustration  this  conversation) 

Said  before,  will  say  again,  &  probably  many  times 
"We  need  start  tr.  rt  own  homes ?  own  area,  then 
revival  may  take  place,  in  nation." 
L  Delieve  God  stepped  into  affairs  our  nation, 
He  brot  change  cause  peop  called  name  of  God  to 
intercede  our  affairs. 


"Truth?" 

Text:  John  8:32,  "And  you  will  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  will  make 
you  free." 

-   Tfcere  is  a  show  on  Television  that  is  called,  "To  Tell  The  Truth." 

Most  of  you  are  probably  familiar  with  it.  For  those  who  aren't  it  is 

composed  of  a  panel  of  celebrities,  and  they  interview  groups  of  3  people, 

and  the  object  of  the  interviewing  is  to  determine  which  one  of  the  three 

is  actually  the  person  who  works  at  an  odd  trade,  or  performs  some  feat 

out  of  the  ordinary.   At  the  end  of  a  certain  perios  of  time  the  real 

person  being  represented  by  all  3  is  asked  to  step  forward.  Although 

the  n3me  of  the  game  is"to  tell  the  truth,"  it  is  in  actuality  a  game  of 

lying  and  deception  to  keep  the  panel  guessing.   Now  although  this  is  only 

a  game,  it  is  e\'idence  of  how  Truthchas  been  pushed  into  the  background. 

Jesus  said  in  the  8th  chapter  of  John  in  the  32nd  verse,  "And  you  will 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  will  make  you  free."   He  was  speaking  to  a 
group  of  Jews  who  believed  in  Him  and  He  was  informing  them  that  through 
ae  revelation  of  God  in  their  lives  they  would  have  the  Truth,  and  this 
Truth  would  set  them  free  from  the  world. 

On  the  othervhand  in  another  portion  of  the  Gospel  of  John,  during 

the  questioning  of  Jesus  at  Hid  trial,  Pilate  asks  the  question,  "What  is 

Truth?"   And  it  is  a  good  question.   Truth?   What  is  truth?  Who  can  define 

it?  What  is  meant  by  it?  Who  has  it?  In  the  Old  Testament  there  is  a 

story  that  is  recorded  in  two  different  books.  It  is  recorded  in  I  Kings 

chapter  22,  and  in  II  Chronicles  chapter  18.   If  you  care  to  follow  along 

we  will  be  using  the  story  as  it  is  found  in  the  book  oE  I  kings,  chapter  22  . 

inxxKx5t  The  story  begins  by  telling  that  for  3  yrs  there  had  been  peace 

between  Israe'  and  Syria.   During  the  3rd  year  the  King  of  Judah,  King 

Jehosaphat  meets  with  the  King  of  Israelm  King  Ahab,  and  they  plot  to 

fight  against  Ramorh-Gilead  which  is  part  of  Syria.  King  Jeshoshaphat 
army 
-pledges  his  wsx,   his  horses,  feisxEkscKXEfcx  and  his  people  to  King  Ahab 

to  fight  in  the  battle  against  Ramoth-Gilead. 
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But  first,  King  Jehoshaphat  wants  to  know  if  this  is  in  accordance 
th  the  will  of  God.  So  he  tells  Ahab  to  inquire  of  the  Lord,  what  they 
should  do.   So  Ahab  assembles  his  400  prophets  and  inquires  what  the  Lord 
has  to  sijy  about  the  matter.  And  they  all  answered,  "Go  up,  for  the  Lord 
will  give  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king."  But  Jehoshaphat  is  a  little 
sceptical  and  perhaps  feels  that  these  prophets  are  merely  mouthing  what 
King  Ahab  wants  to  hear.   So  he  inquires  if  there  is  not  yet  another  pro= 
phet  that  could  be  called  upon.   And  Ahab  tells  him  there  is  indeed  another 
prophet,  but  he  does  not  call  upon  him  because  he  never  has  anything  good 
in  thecway  of  prophecy.   He  confides  to  Jehoshaphat  that  he  hates  this  pro- 
phet.  Jehoshaphat  tells  him  to  fetch  this  prophet  and  hear  his  prophecy  as 
well. 

So  Ahab  sends  a  messenger  to  get  Micaiah.  While  they  are  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Micaiah,  the  kings  are  seated  on  thrones  wearing  their  fine 
-'obes,  and  all  the  prophets  are  prohesying  before  them.  Zedekiah  made  a 
"pair  of  iron  horns  and  he  holds  them  up  like  a  bull  and  declares,  "Thus 
says  the  Lord,  'With  these  you  will  push  the  Syrians  until  they  are  destroy- 
ed.'" And  all  the  prophets  prophesied  with  one  accord  and  said,  "Go  up  to 
Ramoth-Gilead  and  triumph;  the  Lord  will  give  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king." 

Now  the  messenger  who  went  to  fetch  Miaaiah  tells  him  what  all  the  other 
prophets  have  prophesied,  and  he  tells  him  to  speak  likewise.  But  Micaiah 
informs  him,  "As  the  Lord  lives,  what  the  Lord  says  to  me,  that  will  I  speak." 
So  he  comes  before  the  king  and  the  king  inquires  as  to  whether  he  should 
go  into  battle  against  the  Syrians.  And  Micaiah  tells  him,  "Go  up  and  tri- 
umph; the  Lord  will  give  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king."  But  the  king  sees 
through  this  prophesy  and  he  knows  that  Micaiah  is  merely  imitating  the  other 
prophets.   So  he  tells  him  to  speak  the  truth  and  to  tell  ahat  the  Lord  really 
ants  him  to  tell. 

So  Micaiah  tells  him  of  the  vision  he  saw  of  the  death  of  the  leader, 
(shepherd  or  king),  and  how  the  people  are  defeated  and  return  home  defeated  . 
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Ahab  turns  to  Jehoshaphat  and  says,  "Did  I  not  tell  you  that  he  would 

t  prophesy  good  concerning  me?"  And  Hicaiah  then  tells  him  that  all  of 

the  prophets  have  merely  been  telling  the  king  what  he  wants  to  hear,  and 

how  they  have  been  speakinglies  through  the  instigation  of  iks  Satan  and 

his  helpers.  These  are  strong  words  to  be  speaking  against  this  vast 

becomes  angry  and  strikes 
army  of  prophets.  Because  of  this  Zedekiah  iaxHKjcK£&dxsm±xfciKxxi::K±kKS  Micaiah 

Mm  the  cheek  and  inquires  as  to  how  he  would  interpret  this  action?  And 

Micaiah  informs  him  that  he  shall  indeed  know  someday  when  he  was  by  himself 

and  had  time  to  think, 

Ahab  becomes  furious  with  Micaiah' s  prophesy,  and  has  him  put  in  prison 
with  scant  food,  until  the  King  returns  from  battle.   Micaiah' s  parting 
shot  to  the  king  is,  "If  you  return  in  peace,  the  Lord  has  not  spoken 
by  me."  And  he  tells  all  of  them,  "Hear  all  you  peoples."  The  remainder  of 
the  chapter  tells  how  Ahaj;  is  killed  in  battle  and  the  prophesy  of  the  Lord 
^tice  again  was  right. 

This  story  is  a  good  example  of  how  truth  is  so  often  circumvented  and 

instead  lies  are  sought  after.  I  cannot  help  but  compare  this  story  with 

the  events  of  this  past  week  and  of  the  past  2  years  in  the  Watergate  mess. 

We  have  seen  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  nation,  a  president 

toppled  from  powwr  because  his  aides  and  his  assistants  who  surrounded  him, 

were  false  prophets  in  so  many  ways.   But  what  has  really  taken  place  is  that 

trying  to 
falshood  and  lies,  cheating  and  stealing,  geti±HgxKHyxM±ttexiibbig  awaybwith 

things  has  become  a  way  of  life  for  some  people. 

This  past  week  at  the  Confirmation  Gamp  at  Living  Waters,  I  was  privileged 

to  lead  the  theme  for  Wednesday  on  Good  and  Evil.   One  part  of  this  session 

involved  dividing  the  gx  whole  group  into  4  smaller  groups  and  giving  each 

group  a  different  hypothetical  situation  to  work  on.   Each  situation  involved 

linking  through  what  decision  should  be  rendered,  choosing  either  good  or 

evil.  The  one  group  wrestled  with  the  problem  of  a  boybor  girl  in  a  simss 

math  class  and  not  doing  well  in  it  at  all.   A  good  friend  offered  to  sell 
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the  answers  to  the  test  to  be  given,  guaranteeing  the  grade  of  A-,  The 

-  est  ion  raised  was,wWhat  would  you  do,"  mmriraric  ?"  Surprisingly,  the 

in  this  group 
majority  of  the  kids  said  they  would  have  to  think  it  over  whfcther  they 

would  buy  the  answers  or  not.   I  think  this  is  a  reflection  of  how  our 

children  react  and  are  reacting  to  the  circumstances  around  them. 

(Illustration  of  fejoy  raised  wrong  &  parents  cannot  undesstand  this). 

Isn't  this  where  the  problem  really  lies,  in  the  home?   Isn't  it  we 

parents  who  must  set  the  example?  I  cannot  help  but  be  amazed  at  the 

times  I  have  heard  parents  confess  to  me  that  they  cannot  get  their  children 

to  go  to  church  or  Sunday  School  and  they  pass  it  off,  that,  "Oh  one  day 

when  they  have  children  of  their  own  they  will  come  back  to  the  church." 

Thats  about  like  the  conversation  the  poet  Coleridge  had  with  a  parent, 

(Illustration  of  this  conversation.) 

I  have  said  it  before  and  I  will  s§y  it  again,  and  probably  several  more 

times,  "We  need  to  start  with  the  truth,  right  in  our  own  homes  and  our 

"own  area,  and  then  we  will  see  a  revival  in  our  nation. 

I  believe  that  God  tests  stepped  into  the  destiny  of  our  nation  and  brought 

about  the  change  we  have  seen  take  place  this  past  week,   I  Relieve  it  has 

come  about  because  the  people  of  this  land  have  called  upon  God  to  intercede 

in  our  affairs.   I  don't  know  about  you,  but  I  liked  what  I  heard  and  saw 

from  Mr.  Ford.  We  could  say  that  the  Cadillacs  in  the  White  House  have  been 

replace  by  a  lowly  Ford.   But  Mr.  Ford  was  not  ashamed  to  call  upon  the  name 

of  God,  Nor  was  he  ashamed  to  admit  he  needed  our  prayers  in  his  life. 

they  were,  "honesty  is  still  best  policy 
twoStHE  thing  he  said  that  made  a  lot  of  sense,  jocjtxikxsrax ,  "Truth  is  the  glue 

that  holds  government  together."  I  think  he  is  right.   But  we  must  take  it 

even  one  step  further.  We  must  all  as  a  people  be  honest,  and  we  must  all 

be  aware  that  truth  is  the  glue  that  holds  a  nation  together. 

We  have  had  enough  lies  and  untruths.  We  have  had  enough  false  prophets 

surrounding  our  leaders.   It  is  time  we  seek  to  have  honest  people  in  all 

walks  of  life,  and  it  is  time  we  all,  "Know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  will 
make  us  free,  and  keep  us  free." 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Thirteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       Sept.    I,    i$jh 
Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Chris  Campbell,    Nancy  Link  -  Acolytes 

"  ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Dialogue"  M02ART 

"Contentment"  Gr  I  eb 

Silent  Prayer 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    I3I      "0  Master  "Workman  op  the  race" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

♦Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "0   God,   who  has  given  us  the  power 
to  discern  good   from   evil,    hear  us   as  we   confess  our  sins, 
We   know  that  ve   have   failed  Thee  and  ourselves.      Regardless 
of  hoy/  good  yje  have  been,  v'e  realize  that  we  have  not  seen 

THE  KIND  OF  PERSON  THAT  YoU  WANT  US  TO  BE.   SqMETIMES  OUR 

belief   in  our  own  goodness   has   prevented   us  from  seeing 
our  sinfulness,     1%  have  felt  that  acknowledging  you  has 
made  us   better  than  others.     open  our  eyes,  0  lord,   to  our 
hidden  sins,    as  "»e  make  a  sincere  and  humble   confession   in 
the  name  of  christ.     amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,   Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of   Fardon  -  Choral   Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastctr:  "0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

■People:     Ano  oufl  mouth   shale  show  forth  thy   praise 
•Doxology       No.    551 
Scripture   Lesbon:  Luke    12:    16-34 

Hymn  No,    392  "Jesus,    Thou   divine  Companion" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

'Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with   you. 
•People:     And  with   thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
•Prayer   ano  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offf     ory:        "Come,    Holy   Spirit,   Heavenly  Dove"   Roogers 


Solo:  "In   the    Image   of   Goo"      Peterson  -  Von  Malonev 

Sermon:  "INFLATED  LAB0RJ" 

Prayer  and    Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   355     "God,    labor  ons" 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold   Amen 
Organ  Postlupe:  "a  Hymn  of  Peace"  Price 

--------  •Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Plovers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

the   Fidelity   Bible   Class   to  the   "Glory  of  Goo". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:     *Allen  Botacchi, 

John   Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert  Knauer,    Charles   Penar. 
Deacon  Allen  Botacchi    «'Ill  represent  Council   at  the 

poor    this   morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today   by:     Sharon  Stauffer, 

Laurel   Stauffer,    Desai e  McBride. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was    183- 
The  Pastor's   Class   for  Confirmation  will  begin  during 

the   Sunday   School  hour  on  Sept.   8th  -  9:!*5.      The 

class  will  be  held   on  Sunday  only  and  will  be  for   a 

period  of  two  years  with  Confirmation  taking   place 

on  Palm  Sunday  of    the   second   year. 
Thurs  -  Sept.   5  -  6:30  P.M.      17/76   Fund   Dinner  - 

no  charge  for  dinner,    but  a   free-will  offering  will 

re   taken.      Would  like  to  have  at   least  five    (5) 

Council  members  there. 
Sat.    Sept.    H  -  3:00  P.M.      -  Dan  Schall,    noted  Butler 

AREA  GOSPEL  SINGER,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  CLAIR  HaLSTEAD 

men's  choir  will  present  a  religious  concert  at 
Butler  High  School  for  the  benefit  of  Butler  Co. 
Branch  of  the  National  Cystic  Fibrosis  Research 
Foundation.   Tickets  are  S3. 00  and  can  be  obtained 
at  Trader's  Music  Store,  mail  -  Lynn  Beatty 
(S9S-095S);   Annette  Bassforo  (2S3-0958):  or  at  door. 
WEDNESDAY  -  7:30  -  CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING 
THURSDAY  -  THE  NEWSLETTER  ,„ill  be  published  -  please 

have  material  in  by  Wednesday. 
CONGREGATION  DINNER  -  (for  Senior  Christians  and  all 

OTHER    MEMBERS    OF    THE    CoNGREG AT  I  on)    -    KEEP     IN    MIND 

Sept.  22  -  5:3°  P.M. 
Holy  Communion  will  be  the  first  Sunday  in  October, 
--short  meeting  after  worsh  i  p  today, 


,  Mee 


n  the  Undercroft.  - — >  _/"***  a-*-^" 
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T^t-K.     At "1        S  J       /T-j      0*Jg0£H  _  y/e//» 


"Inflated  Labor!" 
Text:  Scclesiastes  5:9-20 
Text  Verse*  9:16b 
"   I  what  profit  hath  he  that  hath  labored  for  the 

wind?" 

Je-ome  K.  Jerome  19C  humorist  wrote: in  5  men  to  boat, 
"1   ik  work:  it  fascinates  me.   1  can  sit  and  look 
at  it"  for  hours.   I  love  to  keep  it  by  me:  the  idea 
of  setting  rid  of  it  nearly  breaks  my  tie„rt. 
There  been  all  sorts  comments  bout  labor/work. 
Suffice  2  say,  W  we  all  do  *  lifetime, 
&.   cannot  escape  it.  »._*.._ 

2day  we  speak  inflation  &  everyone  knows  what  we 

talk  about.  .  .  , ' 

3eell,s  1   most  peop  their  income  no  stretch  lar  as  , 

outgo. 

Inflation  worldwide. 
Herd  news  past  weeks,  Italy  bankrupt,  this  week 
1-th  ma^or  bank  Germany  forced  close 
Thus  inflation  serious  matter. 
But  did  D  ever  consider  inflation  in  labor/ 

Tu-n  5th  chap  Ecclesiastes ,  &  perhaps  see  this  so. 

Vs.  9.  king  same  as  we.   S„me  level  common  man,  must 

depend  on  others  who  sweat  ",   toil  in  order-  to  eat. 

With  all  wealth  he  still  depend  common  things  life. 

vs.  10,  More  we  get,  more  we  want.  Proven  fact  8= 

part  of  nature. 

vs.  11,  More  we  get,  more  we  use,  &  we  only  see  them 

H.  short  time  &  they  gone.  Only  see  them  with  eyes. 

v  12  Wan  who  do  good  day  work  no  problem  sleeping 
R  h  man  have  insomina  because  maybe  ill-gotten  gam 

Worried  bout  stocks,  bonds,  financial  deals. 

Vs.  15,  Nothing  wrong  have  riches,  evil  in  amassing 

&  never  using  for  good 

(Illustration  LeTourneau) 

vs  1*4-  Wealth  of  richman  does  him  no  good  &  cause 

trouble  if  he  keep  for  self.   Hay  have  joy  °*   son, 

but  often  son  only  fit  waste  dad's  money. 

vs.  15,  Way  we  came  in  world,  go  out  same  way. 

vs  16a,  Solomon  calls  evil  go  out  as  came  in.   But 

T  it  evil?  He  perhaps  express  fact  they  only  hope 

i  surr.  ft  thus  great  loss  leave  all  behind.   But 

L~Ls^hj1js.m:  m  sSBii'fcsrai- 

home. 


vs.  16b,  What  can  we  gain  if  labor  filled  with 
wind?  Or  we  work  for  inflated  values? 


2/ 


17,  Person  who  live  this  way  filled,  anger,  sorro 
tration 


vs,  18,  It  good  2  enjoy  fruits  of  labors,  this  what 
Goc<  wants  for  us.  But  this  only  end  result  when  we 
do7  aat  should  do  with  what  given  to  us. 

vs.  19,  God  blesses  us  with  gifts  &  we^to  use  properl 
This  is  gift  of  God. 

vs.  20,  Life  flies  by  so  quickly,  &  we  only  remember 
fraction  of  it.   But  God  answers  in  the  joy  of  our 
hearts.   In  other  words,  we  know  when  we  are  doing 
what  is  right  because  we  have  sense  of  joy  &  satis- 
faction in  our  hearts. 

This  what  Js  poln  out  in  Scrip  *  this  morn. 
He  told  rich  man  &  inflated  labor  &   wealth 
Told  how  this  did  him  no  good,  oause  he  had  leave 
all  behind. 
Told  how  can  only  wear  1  suit  at  time,  eat  1  meal, 
Told  2  think  of  2day  &.   not  worry  bout  tommrrow, 
He  close  discourse,  "For  where  your  treasure  is, 
there  will  your  heart  be  also." 

How  many  us  here  this  morn,  work  at  job  we  feel  reall 
1  best  suited  for  us? 

Will  not  ask  show  of  hands, 

I'll  just  ask  think  over  in  minds. 

Have  U  ever  considered  God  has  special  plan  &.   place 
employment  4  each  His  children? 
Way  to  find  is  2  seek  His  help  &  guid  thru  prayer 

I,  irked  with,  known  many  men  bitter  frustrated 
simply  because  work  at  job  cause  pension/  other  km 
benefits. 

Employers  cross  country  tell  young  men  ask  1st, 

not  what  expected  of  me, 

but,  "Do  I  get  pension?  How  bout  hospit?  Vacation? 

When  I  speak  get  in  job  right  4  U,  I  speak  experience 
if  U  forgive  getting  personal  this  morn. 
I  here  cause  I  kept  asking  Godshow  me  way. 
He  led  me  different  places  of  employ. 
Each  1  training  ground  4-  next  step. 
Finally  tender  age  10,  some  say  life  begin,  &   I 
agree),  I  entered  Seminary. 
■L„  time  in  life,  suare  peg,  square  hole,  or  round 
peg,  round  hole. 
God  finally  placed  rS«  where  He  wanted  me 


'He  can  do  same  4  U  3/ 

If  U  disatisfied  work  or  occupation,  don't  hang  on 
cause  inflated  values/  finge  benefits, 
I  ice  problem  in  hands  of  God. 

I  do  not  advocate  all  go  work  on  Tuesday  say  "I  quit," 
I  advocate  instead  U  look  at  self  &  employment  in 
nf   &  honest  way. 

Ask~self ,  "Am  I  here  because  God  really  wants  me  here'' 
Or  am  I  here  because  I  can  make  the  most  money  even 
if  I  have  to  trade  my  pride,  my  dignity,  and  my 
Christianity  to  be  here? 

We  need  come  God  talk  Him  just  as  would  talk  old  frier 
We  need  tell  Him  how  we  feel  about  job,  how  we  want 
be  where  he  wants  us  2  be. 
Continue  at  job,  continue  pray  about  it. 

He  may  send  another  job  offer. 
He  may  tell  you  stay  where  U  are , 
He  may  want  U  move  another  part  of  company. 
But  U  must  open  your  life  &  hart  to  God,  &  let  His 
Holy  Spirit  work  in  U 

(Illustration  of  Chinese  woman  &  how  she  prayed) 

Perhaps  we  each  need  look  anew  at  daily  life  &  labors 
We  have  inflated  labor  to  extent  we  lost  sight  of 
commonplace  in  life. 
We  need  think  more  of  simple  things  of  life  &  seek 
as  Js  tried  teach  us,  "To  place  treasure  where 
heart  is" 

If  do  this  we  strive  lay  up  treasure  in  hvn,  &  strive 
less  lay  up  treasure  on  earth  where  moths  consume, 
&  -'lst  destroys. 

Solomon  had  it  right  when  he  said, 
"And  what  profit  hath  he  that  hath  labored  for  the 
wind?" 

May  this  not  be  said  of  us,  but  instead,  "We  seek 
the  kingdom  of  God"  and  let  Hig  add  the  proper  things 
to  our  lives." 


"Inflated  Labor!" 

Text:  Ecclesiastes  5:9-20, 
^xt  Verse:  9:1Sb 

"And  what  profit  hath  he  that  hath  labored  for  the  wind?" 

an 
Jerome  K.  Jerome  *Jih  English  humorist  of  the  19th  century,  wrote  in  one 

of  his  works  entitled,,  "Three  Men  In  A  Boat,"  "I  like  work;  it  fascinates 

me.   I  can  sit  and  look  at  it  for  hours.   I  love  to  keep  it  by  me:  the  idea 

of  getting  rid  of  it  nearly  breaks  my  heart." 

There  have  been  all  sorts  of  comments  made  about  labor  &.   work.   Suffice 

it  to  say,  work  is  something  that  we  do  for  a  lifetime,  and  it  is  something 

that  all  of  us  share  and  cannot  escape  from.  Today  we  speak  of  inflation 

and  everyone  knows  what  we  are  talking  about.   It  seems  that  for  most  people 

their  income  does  not  stretch  as  far  as  their  outgo.   Inflation  is  not  only 

in  America,  but  it  is  worldwide.   I  heard  on  TV  this  past  week  that  the 

country  of  Italy  declared  bankruptcy,  and  that  the  4th  bank  in  Germany 

_  as  closed  because  of  the  money  situation.   Thus  we  can  see  that  inflation 
is  a  very  serious  matter.   But  did  you  ever  consider  that  there  may  be 
inflation  ih  labor?  Well,  If  we  turn  to  the  5th  chapter  of  Ecclesiastes, 
I  think  we  can  determine  that  this  is  perhaps  so. 

In  the  9th  vs  of  the  5th  chapter  of  Ecclesiastes  we  read,  (read).   In  other 
words  the  king  is  on  the  same  level  as  the  common  man,  because  without  the 
toil  and  labor  and  sweat  of  other  people  he  cannot  eat.   He  is  dependent 
upon  the  produce  of  the  field  ss  just  as  his  servants  are.  With  all  of  his 
wealth  and  fortune  he  must  depend  upon  the  common  things  of  life. 
Vs.  10,  The  more  we  get  the  more  we  want.  It  is  a  proven  fact  and  it  is 
part  of  nature. 

Vs.  11,  The  more  we  get  the  more  we  use,  and  we  only  see  them  for  a  short 
time  and  they  are  gone.   We  can  only  see  them  with  our  eyes. 

-  Vs.  12,  A  man  who  does  a  good  daysxwork  can  lie  down  at  night  and  drop  off 
to  sleep  with  little  or  no  effort.   The  reasons  being  that  he  is  1,  tired 
physically,  and  2,  he  knows  or  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  has 


_2- 

indulged  in  honest  labor  and  his  conscience  is  not  going  to  bother  him 
with  guilt.   The  rich  man  in  many  instances  cannot  indulge  himself  in  „ 
"good  sound  sleep.   Too  often  he  is  bothered  with  insommia  because  his  stocks 
and  bonds  or  his  latest  financial  deal  is  on  his  mind. 

Vs.  13)  There  is  nothing  wrong  with  having  riches,  the  evil  or  the  wrong 
is  in  amassing  them  and  never  using  them  for  good. 
(Illustration  of  Letourneau) 

Vs.  14,  The  wealth  of  a  rich  man  does  him  no  good  and  cause  him  trouble  if 
he  tries  to  keep  it  for  himself.  He  may  have  the  joy  of  having  a  son,  but 
often  that  son  is  only  fit  to  waste  the  father's  money. 

Vs.  15,  The  way  we  came  into  the  world  is  the  way  we  are  going  out,  with 
nothing. 

Vs.  16,  Solomon  calls  it  a  great  evil  to  go  out  as  we  came  in,  but  is  it 
really  evil?  Perhaps  what  Solomon  was  expressing  was  the  fact  that  there 
was  only  a  hope  of  resurrection,  thus  it  was  a  greatvloss  to  leave  all 
behind  at  death.   But  you  see,  death  is  the  great  equalizer,  for  at  death 
we  are  all  the  same.   We  are  all  reduced  to  the  same  commonness,  king, 
or  beggar,  statesman,  or  laborer.   We  are  just  another  human  being  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  loved  equally  by  Him.  We  are  no  longer  kings  or  queens, 
or  Presidents  or  Vice  Presidents,  we  are  merely  Mr.  or  Mrs,  or  Miss. 
Vs.  16b,  What  can  we  gain  if  all  our  labors  have  been  filled  with  wind, 
or  with  inflateed  values?   We  pump  air  into  £ires,  footballs,  and  basket- 
balls, and  labor  can  be  pumped  full  of  wind  if  it  is  merely  something  that 
is  done  because  we  must  earn  a  living. 

Vs.  17,  A  person  living  this  qay  is  filled  with  anger,  sorrow  and  frustration 
Vs.  18,  It  is  good  to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  labors  because 
this  is  what  God  wants  us  to  do.   But  this  can  only  be  the  end  result  of  our 
labors  when  we  are  doing  what  we  should  do,  with  what  has  been  given  to  us. 
Vs.  19,  God  blesses  us  with  gifts  and  we  are  to  use  them  properly.   This  is 
the  gift  of  God. 
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Vs.  20,  Life  flies  by  so  swiftly  and  quickly,  and  we  can  only  remember  a 
small 

'^action  of  it.   But  God  answers  us  in  the  joys  of  our  hearts.   In  other 

words,  we  know  when  we  are  doing  what  is  right,  because  we  have  the  sense 

of  joy  and  satisfaction  in  our  hearts. 

This  is  exactly  what  Jesus  was  pointing  out  in  the  portion  o§   Scripture 
we  read  this  morning.   He  told  of  a  rich  man  looking  to  his  inflated  wealth 
and  how  it  did  him  Kxaskigc  no  good  whatsoever,  because  someone  else  was  able 
fco  enjoy  it  after  he  had  died,  and  all  of  his  efforts  to  amass  it  went  for 
nought.  He  told  how  we  can  only  wear  one  suit  at  a  time,  or  eat  one  meal 
at  a  time,  and  to  think  of  today,  and  forget  about  the  worries  of  tomorrow. 
He  closed  His  discourse  with  the  words,  "For   where  your  treasure  is,  there 
will  your  heart  be  also." 

How  many  of  us  here  this  morning  are  working  at  the  job  we  feel  is  really 
the  one  that  is  feest  suited  for  us?  I'll  not  ask  you  to  raise  your  hands, 
but  I'll  ask  you  to  think  it  over  in  your  own  minds.   Have  you  ever  consider- 
ed that  God  has  a  special  plan  and  a  place  of  employment  for  each  of  Hip, 

children?  The  way  to  find  it  is  to  seek  His  help  ±kesHgk  and  guidance 

and  known 
through  prayer.  I  have  worked  with  many  men  who  are  bitter  and  frustrated, 

merely  because  they  insist  upon  staying  in  a  certain  field  or  occupation 
simply  because  the  pension  isxso  good,  or  some  other  benefits  are  so  great. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  liking  the  job,  or  being  suited  for  it,  it  is  a  matter 
of  fringe  benefits.   Employers  across  the  country  tell  us  the  first  question 
asked  by  most  young  men  who  apply  for  a  job,  is  not,  "What  is  expected  of 
me?"  But  is  instead,  "Do  I  get  a  pension?  How  about  hospitalization?  How 
many  weeks  vacation  do  I  get?" 

When  I  speak  of  getting  into  the  right  job  for  you,  I  speak  from  ex- 
perience if  you  will  forgive  my  getting  personal  today.   I  am  here  this 
•norning  because  I  kept  trying  to  answer  God's  call  in  my  life.   As  I  look 
back  over  it,  I  see  that  He  placed  me  in  different  positions,  merely  to 
train  me,  and  prepare  me  for  the  next  one.   Finally  at  the  tender  age  of 
4-0,  when  some  people  say  life  begins,  and  I  agree  that  it  does,  I  entered 
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Seminary.   For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  knew  that  I  was  a  square  peg  in 

square  hole  or  a  round  peg  in  a  round  hole.   God  had  finally  placed  me 
where  He  wanted  me  to  be. 

He  can  do  the  same  for  you.   If  you  are  disatisfied  with  your  work, 
or  your  occupation,  don't  hang  on  because  of  the  benefits  or  the  things 
that  inflate  labor.   Place  your  problem  squarely  in  the  hands  of  G-od. 
I  don't  advocate  that  everyone  who  has  a  little  gripe  at  their  place  of 
employment  rush  up  to  their  boss  tomorrow  morning  and  declare  "I  quit." 
I  do  advocate  that  you  look  at  yourself  and  your  occupation  in  a  new  and 
honest  way.  Ask  yourself,  "Am  I  here  because  G-od  really  wants  me  here, 
or  am  I  here  because  I  can  malce  the  most  money  even  if  I  must  trade  my 
pride,  my  dignity,  and  my  Christianity  to  be  here?" 

We  need  to  come  to  God.  and  talk  to  Him  just  as  we  would  an  old  friend. 

Tell  Him  how  you  feel  about  where  you  work,  how  you  want  to  be  where  He 

wants  you  to  be.   Continue  at  your  job  and  continue  praying  about  it,  and 

"eventmally  He  is  going  to  tell  you  what  to  do.   It  may  take  the  form  of 

another  job  offer,  or  it  may  take  the  form  of  changing  positions  in  the 

same  organization,  or  staying  right  where  you  are.   But  you  must  open  your 

and  let  His 
life  and  your  heart  to  God  and  iks  Holy  Spirit  ia  work  in  you. 

(Illustration  of  Chinese  convert  and  how  he  prayed  to  God  about  his  work) 

Perhaps  we  need  to  each  look  anew  at  our  daily  life  and  lahors.  We  have 

inflated  labor  to  the  extent  that  we  £ave  lost  sight  of  the  commonplace  in 

a  i.  out 
life.  We  need  to  think  more  the  simple  things  of  life  and  seek  as  Jesus 

tried  to  teach  us,  "to  place  our  treasure  where  our  heart  is."   If  we  do 

this,  we  will  strive  to  lay  up  treasure  in  heaven,  and  strive  less  for  the 

treasure  of  earth,  that  moths  consume,  and  rust  destroys.   Solomon  had  it 

right  when  he  Said,  "And  what  profit  hath  he  that  hath  labored  for  the  wind?" 

May  this  not  be  said  of  any  of  us,  but  instead,  may  hhxkx  "we  seek  the 

kingdom  of  God,"  and  let  Him  add  the  proper  things  to  our  lives." 


ST.    FaUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Fennsylvani a 

FOURTEENTH    SUNDAY    AFTE^     FenTEC-ST  SePTEMR£R     S,       1^7^ 

Rev.    Rj-lph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,   Marilyn  Stephenson,    Organist 
Ute,    Ralph  Copper,    Choir  Director 
Chris   Campbell,    Nancy   Link  -   Acmlvtes 

ORDER  OF  V;0RbH  IF    I  I  i  00  A,M, 
Frelute  Music:        "Litany  tf  the  Bells"  Bayl-r 

"Adagio"  Martin 

SlLENT    FfTAYEB 
*F'f»r,CESStnN4L    HvMN    Hn ,      I      "HoLV.     H^LV,     HoLvJ " 

■ascription  -   Choral  Amen 

*Ej(HnRTArSnN 

•C^nfessi— m   (In   Unison)    "Forgive   us,    0  G^r,    f^r    uur 
feeple   an^  weak   efforts   ti  ql^gIfy  Thee.      We  riiLn 

MAGNIFY    THY     NAME*     BUT    !*,E     ERR     ANr     3TUMPLE     ALONG     THE 
WAY.         We    HAVE     SET    UP     ">UR     ALTAR,      BUT    WE     ^LUMfER     AS    W'E 

call  upon  Thee.   Take  awav  «ua  PRIME  *wr  make  us  humqle 

PERSONS,     Win THY    *>F    wriHSH  I  P"  NG     THY     HOLY     NAME.         TeaCH    US 
TWE    '"AY    ^F     THE    MaSTER.         GRANT     UB     A    T^UGH    HF    HIS     HUMILITY 
ANO    Q|VE    US     A     PrKJTMN     DF    HIS     GPACE.        OPEN    THE    PAGES 
nF    HIS     LIFE     ANR    HELP    US     TO     SEE    THE    SECRETS     WHICH    *RE* 

HIM  unt^  Thee.   Ant  may  we,  through  meekness,  learn  the 

WAY    HE    WOULP     l?ln    US     TAKE.         AMEN.  " 

*Kypje    (CHora,  Congregation  ANr  Pastor) 
•Abeurance  of  Fab'Phn  -  Choral  Amen 

"pRAlftE 

'Faster:         '0   L/ipr.  rvpgN  pu«  lipb. 

*Fe^PCe:        ANr     nUR    MOUTH    SHALL     SH^lW    F^RTH    THY     PRAISE 
*0""iX^Lr.GY  Mo*      55' 

SCRIPT.MRE     LebS^n:  JoHN     l7:      ' -?3 

Hymn  No .   3S0  "0  Zion,  haste,  thy  mission" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Fa ith   (Apostles1  Cnecr ) 
"Gloria  Patri 

'•Call  to  Prayer 

*Faetor:  The  Lhrd  be  with  you. 

*Fecplei  An^  with  thy  spirit. 

*FaStor.  Let  us  Fray, 

"fRAVER    ANt>     F'  AVER    RESPONSE 


I    1 


Offer  1 ng 

Offertory:  "MELnr  1  e"                            TschaikowSky 

Anthem:  *At  Worship"                                   Thompson 

Sermon:  "ALL  ONE?" 

f  RAVER    «fir    Lore's    FRfiVEB 

•Hymn  of  Din  sat  i on  No.  393  "0  brother  man" 
•Benct  iction  anc  Three  FoLf  Amen 
Organ  Fostlute:    "Grant  Chorus  >n   A  Minor"  Demurest 

____   —    ——__    *CoNGf3EGAT  I  ON    dTANrlNS    —    ————    — 

The  Lovely   Flowers   in  the  Altar  have  been   placee   eiv 
Mrs.    Grace  Rieele   in  memory   of   "Loved  Ones". 

Serving   as  Ushers   to" ay  are:      *WallV  Fepek,    John 
Snow,   Mont  MacKinney,   James  Maloney,    Steve  Vargo. 

Deacon  ANr  Mrs.    Charles   Fenar  will  represent   Council 

AT    THE    POOR     TOeAY. 

SHORT   CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING    IMMEDIATELY   FOLLOWING 

TORSHIF    SERVICE    TODAY. 
THE    ATTENEANCE    LAST    SuNOAY    WAS     I &3 - 
NORSERV    WILL    RE     PROVIEEE     TOr"AY     BY    BARB    VaRGO     ANE 

Karen  Kenneey, 
,- Hospital i  no:  Mrs.  Eleanor  McWilliams  -  St.  Margaret' e 
Hospital  -  Pittsburgh.  Mr,  Leo  Baleauf  -  V.A. 

-^  FOR  PABT  h    WEEKS.   MRS.  CyNTI E  SyHERT  -  BCMH  - 

Daughter  -  Jennifer  Marie  born  gorn  Sept,  5  ™ 

CONGRATULATES.     ******     «"*»«*. 

~   We  wish  to  Congratulate  Mr.  &  Mns.  Roy  Pflugh  on 

THEIR  S'fTH  WeteING  AnNIVERSARV  TO"»»  -  BeST  WISHES 
ANO  MANY  MORE. 

—  Fritay  -  B:00  -  ARC  Weiner  Roast   ane  Hay   Rite   at 
THE   Harry    Fry   RESirEN»E   -   fin  I NG    YOUR   own    Hot   Dogs 
a«e  Buns.      The  Harry  Fry's   ano  Ron  Knauer's   are   in 

CHARGE  OF  THE  ARRANGEMENTS.   Th I S  WILL  PE  FOR  AOULTS 
ONLY  -  ONLY  ONE  WAGON  SOULr  BE  OPTAJNEE- 

Nekt  SuNrAY  -  5eft.    15  -  The  Youth  Fellowship  will 

HAVE  THEIR  F | RBT  ORGANIZATIONAL  MEETING  FOR  GRACES 

7   ANr  up  -  They  will   elect  officers. 

Lames  eon't  forget  -  The  Soup   ane  Salad  will  re 
coming   up   soon  -  Oct,    15th.      Items  shoule   be  btastep 
for  the   Bazaar   table.      See   article  un"er  Women's 
Fellowship  -  Anyone  having  vegetables  -  please  call 
Lois  Wig ah   (282-1032)   -   every   little   hit   helps. 

Remember  -  Sun.   22  -  Congregational  Dinnee    -  5'3" 


"All  One?" 
John  17:21^.  "That  they  may  all  be  one." 

Most  of  us  have  perhaps  looked  at  the  official  emblem  or  insignia 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  have  noticed  the  wording  printed  around 
the  outer  edge  of  the  emblem.   In  case  you  cannot  remember  what  it  says, 
it  states,  "That  they  may  all  be  one."  This  is  taken  from  the  first  portion 
of  the  ":21st  verse  of  the  17th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  according  to  John,  which 
we  read  as  our  Scripture  for  this  morning.   This  xxx  formed  a  part  of  the 
prayer  which  Jesus  was.  praying  before  His  arrest  in  the  Garden  of  Getheemane. 

This  statement  should  raise  questions  in  the  minds  of  people  as  to  just 
what  it  means.  In  the  emblem  of  ttie  U.C.C.  is  it  to  imply  or  to  mean  that 
all  Christians  are  to  be  members  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ?  Did  Jesus 
mean  it  in  this  sense  or  was  there  another  thought  behind  it? 

Well,  if  we  compare  this  to  other  statements  that  He  made  in  the  New 

Testament,  we  can  readily  see  that  this  statement,  "That  they  may  all  be 

one,"  ties  in  with  His  total  thinking  along  a  certain  line,  We  read  for 

instance  in  Mark  16:15,  "Go  ye  into  flll  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel 

to  every  creature."  Now  the  question  arises,  "Was  Jesus  saying  that  by 

preaching  the  Gospel  to  all  ksh  mankind,  that  "They  would  all  become  one?" 

Did  He  mean  that  everyone  would  become  a  Christian,  merely  by  the  telling 

of  the  Gospel?   The  answer  is  surprisingly,  that  many,  many  will  hear  the 

Word  and  reject  it  completely.   He  speftled  this  out  in  the  parable  of  the 

householder,  where  the  owner  built  a  winepress,  and  planted  vines  and  leased 

it  to  tenants.   When  he  sent  his  servants  to  collect  the'.: fruits  due  him, 

the  tenants  killed  the  servants,  do  he  sent  still,  others  and  these  were 

killed  as  well,  finally  in  desperation  he  sent  his  son  to  them  believing 

that  they  would  spare  him.   But  the  wicked  tenants  killed  him  as  well. 

I     us  was  comparing  this  parable  to  Himself  and  how  men  would  reject  Him, 

both  in  His  own  time  and  in  the  future. 

that  some  will  reject  the  Saviour, 
But  since  we  are  aware  H£xthRXEsJKEtiHuxH£xSEKHX        does  not  mean 

that  we  must  abandon  all  efforts  to  reach  mankind.   It  only  makes  it  that 
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much  more  urgent.  The  fact  that  Christians  have  used  this  Scripture  over 
a   over  does  not  minimize  that  it  is  our  supreme  task  to  "Go  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."   This  is  known  as  the  Great 
Commission.   All  else  is  secondary. 

We  need  to  ask  why  we  haven't  Evangelized  the  world  in  almost  2000  years. 
In  Proverbs  29:18  we  read,  "'./here  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish." 
We  do  not  lack  money.   Last  ye^ar  churches  spent  enough  money  on  new  buildings 
to  evangelize  a  hundred  and  eighty  worlds  this  size.   Itfe  don't  lack  manpower. 
Missionaries  of  this  and  the  past  generation  have  led  tens  of  thousands  to 

the  Lord/  The  only  bottleneck  is  that  we  lack  vision &   vision  to  do  what 

we  have  been  commissioned  to  do. 

We  must  change  our  netnods.    In  Roman  15:11  we  read,  "And  that,  knowing 
the  time,  that  now  it  is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep:  for  now  is  our 
salvation  nearer  than  when  we  believed.   The  night  is  far 'spent ,  the  day  is 
hand:  let  us  therefore  cast  off  the  works  of  darkness,  and  let  us  put  on 
the  armour  of  light."   There  are  40,000  missionaries  in  the  whole  world  of 
5.7  billion  people.   Last  ye^r  all  of  them  by  conventional  means  only  reached 
one  half  of  one  percent  of  an  unevangelized  world.   As  a  matter  of  fact, 
every  time  somebody  was  reached  for  the  Lord  by  conventional  mbixx&igr  mission- 
ary work,  there  were  15  born. 

But  there  is  a  Scriptural  way  to  evangelize  the  world  in  this  generation. 
In  Mark  6:59,40  we  read,  "And  He  commanded  them  to  make  all  sit  down  by  com- 
panies on  the  green  grass.   And  they  sat  down  in  ranks  by  hundreds  and  by 

Fifties."   .hen  Christ  was  faced  with  feeding  the  multitudes  he  knew  he  had 
use  a 

to  fex  systematic  method,  hence  He  seated  the  people  in  groups  of  hundreds 

and  fifties.   If  you  will  recall  the  vast  numbers  of  people  who  came  to  the 
Billy  Graham  Crusade  in  oeoul  Korea,  you  will  remember  that  this  method  was 
u„^d  to  determine  how  many  people  were  in  attendance.   This  is  how  they  knew 
there  were  overvlmillion  at  the  one  service.   Sections  were  roped  off  fcksk 
and  each  section  had  been  measured  and  determined  that  it  would  hold  so  many 
people.   Thus  the  knowledge  of  a  fairly  accurate  head  count. 
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Well,  this  is  what  Jesus  was  doing,  and  the  disciples  said,  send  them  a  way, 
E   Jesus  said  the  multitude  must  be  fed. 

One  way  in  which  the  multitude  will  be  fed  is  by  the  every  home  crusade 
sponsored  by  the  World  Literature  Crusade.   In  our  Scripture  for  this  morning 
we  read  as  I  said  before  Jesus  praying  to  His  Father,  "That  they  may  all  be 
one;  as  Thou  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  Thee,  that  they  mqy  be  one  in  Us; 
that  the  world  may  believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  Me."   In  other  words  in  a 
united  effort  we  can  do  it.  415  denominations  are  c operating  in  a  program 
known  as  every  home  crusade,  which  is  a  systematic  effort  to  place  two  Gospel 
booklets  in  every  home  in  a  nation.   Every '-prisoner,  hospital  patient,  univ- 
ersity student  and  seaman  is  reached.  Also  a  very  thorough  follow-up  program 
is  given  to  all  new  converts.   .Every  day  Imillion  new  people  are  reached 
systematically  with  a  printed  Gospel  message,  written  in  their  own  language 
so  they  can  understand  it.  For  those  who  cannot  read,  talking  messages  are 
y    \ng  prepared  along  with  a  picture  type  of  booklet.   These  talking  messages 
are  low  cost  cassesttes  of  some  kind.   The  bauty  of  this  program  is  that  the 
booklets  are  printed  in  the  nation  in  which  they  are  distributed.   The  print, 
the  ink;  and  the  paper  are  naii  supplied  by  the  nation  involved.   The  work  of 
preparing,  printing  and  distributing  is  all  handled  bybnative  born  people. 
Thus,  the  progaam  cannot  be  accused  of  being  foreign  or  mx.   being  pushed  by 
outside  people.  3o  far,  one  billion,  one  hundred  and  seventy  million 
people,  one  third  of  the  world  have  been  systematically  reached,  and  the 
World  Literature  Grusade  is  averaging  30  to  35  thousand  written  decisions 
each  month. 

Now  why  is  literature  the  answer  instead  cf  conventional  missionary  methods? 
First,  it  greatly  multiplies  a  missionary's  outreach.   It  means  that  many 
thousands  more  can  be  reached  that  would  be  possible  in  the  lifetime  of  that 
nu,jSionary.   oecond,  it  makes  missionaries  out  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
dedicated  national  Christians.   It  puts  more  people  into  the  spreading  of 
the  Word,  than  have  ever  worked  at  it  before.   And  third,  it  enables  a  person 
to  ponder  and  re-read  what  Christ  has  fiigfered  to  those  who  put  their  trust  in 
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Him.   In  the  privacy  of  their  homes  the  people  can  make  their  decision,  spoke 
t   oy  the  Holy  opifcit,  without  pressure  of  any  kind. 

In  John  17:4-,  Jesus  prayed,  "I  have  glorified  Thee  on  earth:   I  have 
finished  the  work  which  Thou  gavest  me  to  do."   World  Literature  Crusade 
provides  toms  of  literature  free  of  charge  to  your  missionaries  ,,long  with 
the  methodology  to  reach  every  man.   Five  dollars  will  provide  the  Gospel  to 
1000  people.   Every  Christian  could  provide  12,000  people  with  the  Gospel 
next  year  for  §r  5  dollars  a  month  and  the  finishing  of  the  task  that  God 
gave  to  man  could  be  accomplished. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  you  saw  the  telecast  on  August  25  for  5  hours  on 
WIIC.   If  you  saw  all  of  it  or  part  of  it,  would  you  please  raise  your  hands. 
Thank  you.   Now  I  suppose  you  were  wondering  what  the  change  in  the  usual 
style  of  sermon  was  all  about.   Well,  it  came  about  because  I  had  a  free 
lunch.   World  Literature  Crusade  sponsored  a  luncheon  in  Pittsburgh  prior  to 
J  "25,  while  I  was  on  vacation.   Selected  ministers  and  wives  were  invited. 
So  sHirley  and  I  went.   WIIC  picked  up  the  tab  for  the  luncheon  and  for  the 
five  hours  of  telecasting  on  Aug.  25.   Go  you  can  see  there  are  still  some 
people  who  are  interested  in  spreading  the  Gospel.   Immediately  following  the 
luncheon  after  the  mission  of  World  Literature  Crusade  had  been  explained  to 
all  of  us,  we  were  asked  if  perhaps  we  would  share  it  with  our  people.  So, 
since  I  was  full,  and  sort  of  felt  an  obligation  I  volunteered  to  share  it 
with  you,  and  thus  this  measage. 

If  any  of  you  would  be  interested  in  supporting  this  work  we  could  supply 
you  with  the  address  so  you  could  do  with  it  as  you  saw  fit.  Now  mind,  I  am 
not  soliciting  money  for  anyone ,  I  am  merely  making  you  aware  of  a  worldwide 
effort  to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.   When  you  stop  to  think  that  one 
mailing  and  preparation  of  the  Readers  Digest,  the  paper,  the  print,  the  ink, 
tu  i  packaging  and  so  on,  could  give  the  Gospel  message  to  8  billion  people 
which  is  aatHtkBKXxxiEsxasxKaiqcxpssifilK  twice  the  number  of  people  in  the  world 
today,  when  you  consider  this,  you  can  realize  how  we  waste  millions  of  dol- 
lars, while  the  world  all  around  us  falls  apart  for  lack  of  something  to  hang 
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on  to.  When,  we  speak  of  the  World  literature  Crusade,  we  are  speaking  of 
v,  s.   that  is  being  done  outside  of  the  United  States.   At  the  present  time 
the  effort  to  evangelize  America  is  not  b^ undertaken  on  this  sort  of  scale. 
The  reason  being  the  much  greater  cost  that  it  would  take  to  do  it  here. 
Thus  we  must  be  involved  in  spreading  the  Word  by  any  available'  means  at  any 
and  all  opportunities  .vhich  is  why  as  you  probably  read  in  the  latest  News- 
letter, we  are  pursuing  the  possibility  of  going  on  Gable  TV.   You  as  members 
of  this  church  will  not  be  solicited  to  support  this  ministry,  but  if  you 
would  know  of  any  businesses .that  would  like  to  support  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel  in  this  area,  please  let  me  know,  so  I  may  contact  them. 

i;ach  day  that  we  delay  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  message  to  all  creatures 
is  another  day  that  is  wasted.   We  must  be  about  our  Father's  bmsiness,  for 
now  id  the  accepted  time, a today  is  the  time  to  work,  for  the  night  is  coming 
when  man  can  work  no  more.   May  God  grant  us  the  desire,  the  strength,  and 
f  >  necessary  resources  to  spread  His  Word  throughout  this  area,  and  through- 
out the  world. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   Pennsylvania 
Fifteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       September    (5,    iyjk 
Rev.   Ralph  C,   Link,   Pastor 
Mrs,   Marilyn  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooperi    Choir  Directib 
Pam  Fbv».  Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  1:00  A.M. 

Prelude:     at  An  Old  Tryst»hs  Place  Macdowell 

Galilee  Clarke 

Silent  Prayer 
'Processional  Hymn  No.     21 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)      "0  Christ  who   has   called  us 
]w  love  to   oe  one  wlth  each  other  and  with  god, 
forgive  us  when  we  have  not  oeen  true  to  your  call! 
when  our  families  have  not  oeen  one  in  christ  directing 
us  to  Christian  growth  through  a  Church  United   in  your 
name;   when  we  have   tot  attempted  to  learn  your  will  for 
us;    when  we   have  failed   to  understand  our  COMMUNITY 
ano   Its   needs   for  healthy  growth.     Be  mehcIful   and 
understand! ng,    granting   us   forgiveness   and   the  will 
and  desire  to  show  in  christian  unity.     amen," 
•KvhIe        (Choir,   Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      *0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thv  praise 
•Doxilogy     No.   551 
Scripture  Lesson:     Titus   II 
Hymn  No.   229 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith     (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Glorj  a  PatrI 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor!      The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:     Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer   and  Prayer  Response 
"'■ferins 


Offertory  I      Reverie Qedubsy 

Anthem:     Peace   Be  Still  Q¥  pALMEfi 

Sermon:      pLA)N  TALK 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    15 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:     Marche  Laohner 


~     I — 


' 


-—-—-——-  *Congregation  Standing  ----_____ 
The  Lovely  Flowers   01*  the  Altar  ha»e  been  placed   oy 

Mr,   and  Mrs.    Charles   Fleeger 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are:      'Paul  RIemer,    Darly  TaIi 

John  Dreher,   Gary  Penar,    and   Don  Kingsley, 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Robert  Knauer  will  represent  Council 

at   the  dhor  today, 
Nursery  will  oe  provided   today   oy  Mrs.   Margaret   Covert 

and  Paula  Stephenson. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  209. 
^•■Tonight  -  7:00  -  Youth  Fellowship  -  7th  Grade  ano  up. 

Organizational  Meeting  -  Election  of  Officers. 
Monday  -  6:00  -  FIDELITY  BIBLE  CUSS  TUREEN  DINNER. 
Wed,   -  6:00  -  GOLDEN  CIRCLE  -  SALAD  SMORGASBORD. 

Bring  a   balao   anp   your  table  service  -  dessert 

akd    BEVERAGE    WILL    DC    F-oviDED,       ANOTHER    FEATURE 
OF    THE    EVENING    WILL    OE    A       Farmer's    MaRKET,     60 
ORING    OAKED    GOODS,     JELLY,     CANDY,     ETC. 
THUR6.    -    JOsOO  -  MARY  MARTHA   CIRCLE  MEETING    -    Items 
for   the  Bazaar  at  the  Soup'n  Salad   Supper  will  de: 
MADE;      Bring  a  sandwich  and  dessert  and   deverace 
will  oe  provided, 
r   Sept.   22  -  NEXT  SUNDAY  -  CONGREGATIONAL  PINNER  - 

Senior  Christians  will  oe  honored  and   they  are 
expected  to  3ring  nothing.     others  are  to  oring 

GENEROUS  TUREENS  -  5:30.   CHET  StaUFFER  WILL  OE  M. 

~   Hospitalized:      Cathy  Sheppeck     Room  l*|g 
*   Monday  -  Sept.    16  -  7:30  -  Spiritual  Council  will 
have  a  meeting. 


r&vj  ./*>j  City, 

I 


2nd  vs,  P  point  out  T  2  instruct  older  men  of     2/ 
church  in  virtues  admired  respected  by  all 
Thpse  instructs  not  elders  church,  hut  Senior  citiz 
mi 
I  ructs  2  women  some  vs. 3 
With  age  come  wisdom/dignity/experience 
theret  older  man/woman  show  bj  life/examp  how  liv 

its  4  what  older  peop  can  teach  younger 
Yg  wonswn  be  temp,  show  love  4  Bus  §h  fam, 
mind  own  bus,  no  gossip,  be  clean/neat, 
obedient  bus. 
Hot  mean  be  told  Wh„t  do  all  time,  but  be  wife 
&  hus  work  at  be  hue. 
In  this  manner  Word  of  God  not  scandalized  by 
improper  liv  &  those  outside  church  see  what  is 
&  mean3  be  Xpian. 

vs  6,  yg  men  advised  be  sober  minded, 
tend  bus,  be  proper  member  society. 

Then  P  adds  some  advice  T  2  follow  own  life 

In  vs  9,  servants  told  how  live/aot 
2  be  obed,  no  talk  back, 
no  steal  as  many  did  froia  employer, 
they  2  be  trutbitul/faithful  in  manner  Js.  Xp. 

Then  message  what  God  did  in  world  again  brot  out 
by  P.  to  show  reason  for  liv  life  in  new  diff  way 

P.  close  chap  by  advise  T. , 

"Th,ese  things  speak,  and  exhort,  and  rebuke  withall 
a;   ority.   Let  no  man  despise  thee." 

He  tell  speak  plainly,  urge  peop  live  this  manner, 
but  also  liv  life  of  love,  so  no  man  hate  U 

Thus  have  message  fl-  2day  as  well. 
It  message  "Plain  Talk,"  &  simp&e  speech 
It  messahe  God's  love  as  evidenced  in  life/min/dett 
J«.  Xp. 

Many  areas  society  hear  much/understand  little 
In  rel.  coram,  many  voice  raise  tell  raany  thing  in 
multi-syllabled  words/phrases,  few  if  any  understand 

Insted  should  be  hear  things  readily  understood. 
Good  examp  minister  at  lunch  */   __ 

(Illustration  fireman  making  speech)  *^J 

'■.■(*■  it  makecf ireman  speech  so  wonderful? 
.me  from  heart 
It  nust  "PLAIN  TALK" 
Not  fancy  adjectives/flowery  phrases, .__*/„ oui 
but  basics  he  knew  bout  job  g,  ^e  put  hearw^uj. 
in  it 


"Plain  Talk!' 


3peak  thou  the  things  which  become 
sound  doctrine." 


1i       :    Tijus  2:1, 

If  I  began  this  morn  by  saying,  (read  whereas  etc.) 
Most  U  would  ask,  "  .fliat  he  try  say? 
Those  who  legal  mind  recofmize  Sgoing  jargon  as 
something  conveyed,  deeds/wills,  legal  documents 

4  most  part,  no  speak  this  manner. 
j.  2  do  so  be  like  man  want  here  senator  speak 
*U  (Illustration  senator  speak) 

We  make  lite  fact  times  we  hear/read  things  no  under 
stand 
However,  it  actu%l  happen  unfortunately,  &  this 
exasperating  if  U  ever  encountered  it. 
Theolog's  good  exam  this  at  times 
Let  me  illustrate: 

Han  from  start  time  tried  show  cause/effect  evil, 
&   how  it  can  exist  without  God  be  able  control  it. 
Jjig.  theo.  by  name  PI. B. Ahem  wrote  book, 
called,  (What  else?)  The  Problem  Of  Evil. 


Here  exmps  his  writting: 
(Illustrate  this) 


4   ? 


This  what  P.   had  mind  b!?  A  J  when  wrote  T. 


I  think  perhags  all  U  have  idea  point  I  make, 
If  U  understand  what  he  talk  about  on  either  an 
attract,  specific,  or  concrete  plane  about;  problen 
a      evil, 

the  specific  abstract  problem  of  evil,  or  the 
specific  concrete  abstract  problem  of  evil, 
I  sure  wish  U  tell  me. 

Maybe  old  conserv  preach  had  best  answer  bout  evil 
(Illustration  this  radio  preacher)  jnr  V 
But  this  only  copout,  &   doesn't  answer  quest  eithei 
Merely  nother  form  doub/talk. 
This  P.  admonish  Titus  about 
He  tell  T.  talk  plainly,  give  facts  8=  details 
that  sound/true/basic 

He  seek  have  T  share  with  peop.  Crete  truth  plain 
&  simple. 

P.  write  1st  vs,  (read  text) 
,  P's  main  purp  2nd  chap  share  with  T,  work  of  true 
minister  St  paator. 
T  in  turn  2  use  knowl  in  deal  little  flock  &   . . 
help  by  instruct,  by  share,  by  set  examp  own  Iiie 

J 


3/ 


Timeless  words,    just  true   2day  as  were   1900  yr  ago 

Wo"  ~s   that   should   speak  2day  to  young  &  old/married 
&  I    ngle/children/grandchildren, 
t,4._j.IN  TALK"   that   Js.   Xp.    is  the   same  yesterday, 
today,   and  forever." 

Let  us  always  remem  2,    "Speak  thou  the  things  which 
become   sound  doctrine." 


"Plain  Talk!" 
Text:  Titus  2:1,  "But  speak  thou  the  things  which  become  sound  doctrine." 

^■~  If  I  were  to  begin  this  morning  by  stating,  "Whereas  the  pastor,  herein- 
after to  be  known  as  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  the  congregation  of 
St.  Paul's  United  Church  of  Christ,  hereinafter  to  be  known  as  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  do  hereby  covenant  together  in  that  the  party  of  the  first 
past  will  conduct  services  of  worship  at  the  convenience  of  the  party  of 
the  second  part  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  designated  by  the  party  of  the 

second  part  in  agreegent  with  the  party  of  the  first  part,"   I  am  sure  most 

ask 
of  you  would  axElaina,  "Just  what  is  he  trying  to  say?" 

For  those  of  you  who  are  legally  minded,  you  would  perhaps  recognize 
fciiix  the  foregoing  jargon  as  being  something  that  is  conveyed  on  deeds,  and 
wills  and  other  legal  documents.  For  the  moat  part  we  do  not  speak  in  this 
manner.  To  do  so  would  perhaps  be  similar  to  the  man  who  hurried  to  hear  a 
certain  senator  speak  at  a  local  rally.   He  arrived  late,   Kk  As  he  was 
oxtering  the  auditorium  he  met  a  man  who  was  leaving.   He  asked  him  ifvthe 
senator  had  spoken  yet.  The  man  replied,  "He  is  speaking  now,  and  has  been 
doing  so  for  the  last  half  hour."   "Whqt  is  he  talking  about?asked  the  man. 
"I  don't  know,"  was  the  reply,  "he  hasn't  said  yet." 

We  make  light  of  the  fact  that  there  are  times  when  we  hear  and  read 

things  that  we  cannot  understand.  However,  it  is  something  that  actually 

happens  unfortunately  and  it  is  something  that  is  exasperating  if  you 

have  never  encountered  it.   Theologians  are  a  good  example  of  this  at 

certain  times.   Let  me  try  to  illustrate  this.   Man  has  from  the  beginning 

of  time,  tried  to  show  the  cause  and  effectvof  evil  and  how  it  can  exist 

withouTGod  being  able  to  control  it.  An  English  theologian  by  the  name  of 

M.  B.  Ahem  wrote  a  book  on  this  subject  and  he  entitled  it,  (what  else?), 

he  Problem  of  Evil.  Here  are  a  few  examples  of  his  writing; 
— 

"It  will  be  argued  that  the  whole  subject  of  God  and  evil  has  been  in 
a  confused  state,  due  to  failure  to  separate  questions  that  are  diff- 
erent and  to  keep  in  clear  the  precise  nature  of  each  question." 

We  are  lead  to  believe  by  this  sentence  that  the  author  wiibl  make  the 


problem  clear.   He  goes  on  to  say: 

"It  will  be  shown  centrally,  there  are  three  distinct  kinds  of  problem  . 
****"   about  the  logical  capability  of  God  and  evil.   It  will  be  maintained 

that  the  traditional  problem  of  evil  is  fundamentally  an  abstract  prob- 
lem and  that  it  is  a  problem  about  evil  in  general.   It  will  be  claimed 
that  besides  the  traditional  problem  there  are  other  distinct  problems 
which  concern  specific  evil.  Some  of  these  are  fundamentally  abstract 
problems  which  ask  xf  whether  the  existence  of  God  is  compatible  with 
specific  evil.  The  others  are  concrete  problems  which  ask  whether  the 
conditions  for  compatibility  are  met  in  the  whole  world.   The  former 
class  of  problems  will  be  called  the  specific  abstract  problem  of  evil 
and  the  latter  class  will  be  called  the  specific  concrete  problem  of 
evil.   There  will  then  be  three  kinds  of  problem  about  the  logical 
compatibility  of  God  and  evil  designated. 

It  will  be  argued  that  it  is  essential  to  distinguish  the  general 
problem  of  evil  from  the  afeafcEHKi  specific  problem  and  that  it  is 
essential  to  distinguish  the  abstract  problems,  whether  -eneral  or 
specific,  from  the  concrete  problems." 

"This  study  is  concerned  with  both  the  specific  and  general  problems." 

Now  this  may  seem  simple  enough  for  the  author  and  no  doubt  he  knows 

exactly  what  he  is  trying  to  say.   To  make  sure  the  reader  understands  all 

of  this  he  quotes  a  source  dating  back  to  34-2  BC,  written  by  a  man  named 

Epicurus. 

"God  either  wishes  to  take  away  evils,  and  is  unable;  or  he  is  able, 
and  is  unwilling;  or  he  is  neither  willing  nor  able;  or  he  is  both 
willing  qnd  able.   If  he  is  willing  and  ak±KX  unable,  he  is  feeble, 
which  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  character  of  God;  if  he  is  able 
and  unwilling,  he  is  malicious  which  is  equally  at  variance  with  God; 
if  he  is  neither  willing  nor  able;  he  is  both  malicious  and  feeble  and 
therefore  not  God;  if  he  is  both  willing  and  able,  which  is  alone 
suitable  to  God,  from  what  source  are  evils  or  why  does  he  not  remove 
them?" 

Well,  I  think  that  perhaps  from  all  of  this  you  have  an  idea  of  the 
point  I  am  trying  to  make.  And  if  you  understand  what  he  is  talking  about 
on  either  an  abstract,  specific,  or  concrete  plane  about  the  problem  of 
evil,  the  specific  abstract  problem  of  evil,  or  the  specific  concrete 
abstract  problem  of  evil,  I  sure  wish  you  would  tell  me. 

Maybe  the  old  conservative  radio  preacher  had  the  best  answer  available 
about  the  problem  in  of  evil  in  the  world.  He  told  the  story  of  God's 

?eation  and  of  man's  disobedience  to  God  and  the  result  of  sin  and  evil 
coming  into  the  world.  He  wanted  to  prove  to  point  to  his  audience  beyond 
a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  but  he  had  to  get  Satan  here  on  earth  before  the  fall 
of  Adam  and  Eve  or  his  whole  argument  was  lost.  He  shouted  into  the  microphone 
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at  his  unseen  audience; 

"My  Christian  friends,  do  you  know  when  Satab  came  upon  earth?  Do  you 
know  when  evil  came  down  to  tempt  man  and  to  lead  him  away  from  God? 
No?  Well,  I'm  going  to  tell  you! 

Satan  was  kicked  out  of  heaven  by  God  who  got  tired  of  his  nagging  and 
he  came  down  to  tangpli  earth  to  tempt  man.  And  I  want  you  to  understand 
friends,  that  this  happened  between  the  second  and  third  chapters  of 
the  book  of  Genesis." 

But  you  see  this  is  a  copaut  and  doesn't  answer  the  question  at  all.   It 
is  merely  another  form  of  doubletalk  and  this  is  what  Paul  was  admonishing 
Titus  pgainst  doing.   Paul  was  telling  him  to  talk  plainly,  to  give  the 
fgcts  and  the  details  that  are  sound  and  true  and  basic.  He  was  seeking  to 
have  Titus  share  with  these  people  on  Crete  the  truth  plain  and  simple. 
Paul  writes  in  the  very  first  verse:  "But  speak  thou  the  things  which  become 
sound  doctrine." 

Paul's  main  purpose  for  writing  to  Titus  in  this  second  chapter  was  to 
share  with  him  the  work  of  a  true  fxsxt   minister  and  pastor.  Titus  in  turn 
Wi   to  use  this  knowledge  in  dealing  with  his  little  flock  and  to  help  them 
by  instruction,  by  sharing  with  them,  and  by  setting  an  example  with  his  own 
life. 

In  the  2nd  vs  he  points  out  that  Titus  is  to  instruct  the  older  men  of  the 
church  tHxfesxsHfeKx  in  the  virtues  that  are  admired  ana  respected  by  all. 
These  instructions  were  not  to  the  elders  of  the  church  but  to  the  Senior 
Citizen  men.   The  instructions  to  the  women  are  the  same  in  vs  5.   With  age 
should  come  wisdom,  dignity  and  experience.  Therefore  an  older  man  or  woman 
can  show  by  life  and  example  how  to  live. 

In  vs  4  what  the  older  people  can  teach  the  younger  is  brought  out.  The 
young  women  are  to  be  temperate,  to  show  love  for  husband  and  family,  to  mind 
their  own  business,  not  be  gossipers,  to  be  clean  and  neat,  to  be  obedient 
f-  their  husbands.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  are  to  be  told  what  to  do 
feTTl  the  time,  but  to  work  at  the  job  of  being  a  wifem  and  the  husband  is  to 
work  at  being  a  husband.  In  this  manner  the  Word  of  God  will  not  be  scandalized 
by  improper  living  and  those  outside  the  church  would  see  what  it  is  and  means 


to  be  a  Christian. 

Vs  6  young  men  are  advised  to  be  sober-minded.  To  tend  to  business  and 
be  a  proper  member  of  society.   Then  Paul  adds  some  more  advice  that  Titus  is 
to  follow  in  his  own  life.   In  vs  9  the  servants  are  advised  in  how  to  live 
and  act.  They  are  to  be  obedient  and  not  to  talk  back.   They  are  told  not 
to  steal  from  their  employers  which  is  what  many  of  them  were  doing.  They 
were  to  be  truthful  and  faithful  in  the  manner  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  the  message  of  what  God  has  done  in  the  world  is  once  again  brought 
out  by  Paul  to  show  the  very  reason  for  living  life  in  a  new  and  different 
way.  And  Paul  closes  the  chapter  of  this  letter  by  advising  Titus,  "These 
things  speak,  and  exhort,  and  rebuke  with  all  authority.  Let  no  man  despise 
thee."  He  is  telling  him  to  speak  plainly  and  to  urge  his  people  to  live  in 
this  manner,  but  also  to  live  a  life  of  love,  sb.  no  man  can  hate  him. 

Thus  we  have  a  message  that  we  can  share  today  as  well.   It  is  a  message 
o  ^lain  Balk,"  and  simple  speech.  It  is  the  message  of  God's  love  for  the 
world  as  evidenced  in  the  life,  ministry  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ,   In  many 
areas  of  society  we  are  hearing  much,  but  understanding  little.   In  the  re- 
ligious community  many  voices  are  raised  in  telling  us  many  things  in  multi- 
syllabled  words  and  phrases,  which  few  if  any  can  understand.  Instead  we 
should  be  hearing  things  we  can  readily  understand.  A  good  example  of  this 
is  the  story  a  minister  told  about  being  in  a  dining  room  at  lunch  time. 
Before  he  could  finish  his  meal  and  leave  a  man  got  up  and  announced  that 
another  man  was  going  to  make  a  speech.  He  introduced  the  Chief-  of  the  Fire 
Deaprtment,  while  all  the  while  the  minister  was  hoping  he  could  get  up  to 
leave,  But  since  he  had  paid  for  his  lunch,  he  was  determined  to  eat  it,  and 
leave  as  best  he  could.  The  Fire  Chief  started  off  by  stating,  "I  aint  no 
sneaker."  But  as  he  started  into  his  speech  he  pointed  out  things  most  people 
■.,..  that  room  never  thought  of.  He  told  how  most  folks  never  knew  the  number 
of  the  fire  department  and  so  had  to  look  it  up  if  needed.  He  told  that  many 
people  would  light  a  match  to  see  how  much  gas  was  in  the  gas  tank  or  can. 
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he  told  how  on  the  -.verage  one  garage  caught  fire  everyday.  The  minister 
fc   I  himself  becoming  more  and  more  engrossed  in  this  man's  speech  until  he 
did  not  want  to  leave,  hut  wanted  to  hear  what  this  man  had  to  say.  At  the 
end  of  the  speech  he  said  again,  "I  aint  no  speaker.   I  been  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment ever  since  I  was  a  kid.   I  Don't  know  nothin  except  how  to  fight  a  fire." 
The  minister  sat  there  thinking  to  himself,  "Mister,  you  may  not  be  strong 
on  grammar  and  your  speech  may  not  be  accepted  in  many  places,  but  if  you  only 
knew  it,  you  are  making  one  of  the  best  speeches  I  ever  heard." 

What  made  the  fireman's  speech  so  wonderful?  It  came  from  the  heart.   It 
was  just  "Plain  Talk."  Not  a  lot  of  fancy  adjectives  or  flowery  phrases, 
but  the  basics  that  he  knew  about  his  job,  and  he  put  his  heart  and  soul 
into  what  he  had  to  say. 

This  was  what  Paul  trarahcxHxaix  must  have  had  in  mind  back  in  65  AD  when  he 
wrote  this  letter  to  Titus.   Timeless  words,  that  are  just  as  true  today 
&i    '"hey  were  1900  years  ago.   Words  that  we  should  speak  today  to  young  and 
old,  to  married  and  single,  to  children  and  to  grandchildren.  "Jesus  Christ 
is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever."  Let  us  always  remember  to, 
"Speak  thou  the  things  which  become  sound  doctrine." 


Exalt  ye  ttie  Lord  our  G^d,  and  worship  at  bis 
footstool  for  He  is  Holy. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRJST 
Butler t    Pennsylvani a 
Sixteenth  Sunday   After   Pentecost  September  22t    f^k 
Rev.    Ralph  C.    Li nk,    Pastor 
M»5,   Marilyn  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Copper,   Choir  Director 
Pam  Fry,   Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  "ORSHIF    I  MOO  A.M. 
Prelude  Musjc:  "How  Lovely  Ape  Thy  Dwellings"   Lipple 

"LpYL11  RrcwoLsoN 

Silent  Fpayer 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    3°  "Come,   we  who   love   the  Lqrp" 

•Ascription   -  Choral    Amen 

*e*hortat i ow 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Most  Holy  Gon,  who  hoes  search 
awp  purify  the  hearts  of  men!  grant  us  to  know  ourselves 
as  we  truly  are;  ofen  to  us  the  conpition  of  our  soul©; 
give  us  penitence  antj  forgiveness  f^r  our  sins,  enable 
us  with  steadfast  resolution  to  amenp  our  lives;  relive^i 
us  from:  the  captivity  of  false  thoughts  anp  evil  habits, 
that  m'lth  unitv  of  mlnp  anr  peace  of  conscience  we  may 

HAVE  OUR  FULL  r£Cq  WC  t  LI  AT  I  OH  WITH  YOU*   ANP  BE  OF  THE 

dlessed   company  of   all  your   faithful  people i   through 
Jesus  Christ   our   Lorf.      Amen.11 

*KYRlE  (ChoIR,     CrjNGREGAj  |on    ANC    PASTOR) 

•Assurance  of  Farpqn  -  Choral  Amen 

*  F  ft*  I  3  E 

*FABTCRi    '0  LORH  OPEN  OUR  Ll  PB, 

•People:   Anp  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*Dqxology   No*  55 f 
Scripture  Lesson:    Joshua  6=  !-24 
Hymn  Nq«  30U  "The  King  of  love  my  Shephert  is" 
•Affirmation  if  our  FaITH   (Apostles'  Creep) 
*Glori a  Patr 1 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lorp  re  with  you. 
•Peofle*  ANr  with  thy  spirit* 
•Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer  ANr  Prayer  Response 
Offering 


Offertory:     "Mep  itati  on"  Stickles 

Anthem:    "Hear  Our  Prayer1*  {with  3aa"  qdligato) 

BV    RutlENSTEIN 

Sermon:  ■tt.U.B.U* 

Frayer  ANr   Lorp'b  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    J?£6"Dear   Lor^   anp    Father11 

*RENEPI CTI ON  ANP  THREE  FoLP  AmEN 

Organ  Fostlupe:     "Maestoso"  DoIge 

—  —  «.  —  —  —  —  *Consregati on  Stamping  -------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placep  hy 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Sanohach  tti   memory  of  "Mother"  -  Mrs. 

F*  M.  Perri n. 
Serving  as  Ushers  TorAY  are:   *Raymonp  Covert, 

Rooert  Dellen,  Brian  Ffahe,  Steve  Smith*  Chris  Pfatie. 
Serving  in  Nursery  today  ouring  Morning  Worship  - 

Mrs.  Li npa  McMillin,  Mrs.  Jane  Armstrong,  Elizabeth 

Armstrong. 
The  attenpawce  last  Sunpay  was  256. 
Deacon  anp  Mrs.  Alvin  Tait  will  represent  Council 

at  the  poor  to^'ay. 
r  TODAY  -  5^0  P.M.  -  CONGREGATION  DINNER  -   The  Senior 

Christians  will  he  honorep  and  they  are  expectep  to 

firing  nothing,   the  rest  of  the  congregation  please 

bring  enough  tureens  to  compensate  for  the  adpitional. 

IF  ANY  OF  THE  SeNIOR  CHRISTIANS  WEEP  A  RIPE  -  PLEASE 

contact  Bill  Pflugh   (285-6837)   or   let  us  know   in  the 
office.    Dessert    Awn    deveRage   will    pe    froviped. 
-  WE  NEED  SOME  MEN  TO  HELP   SET  UP   THE  TABLES    IN  THE 
UNDERCROFT  -   right   after   the  tfoRSHlP  Servtce   this 

MORN! NG. 

THURSDAY   -   7:30  -  CONSTITUTION  REVISION  COMMITTEE 

MEET  I  K9. 

r-HosPlTALi  zEr :      Mrs.    Amelia   Drehetr,    DehqraH  McSrice  - 
M.HBJ   Mary  Jane  WfIsensteIn,   Mrs.    Susan    (Palmir^ricker, 

0  All  Y    GIRL* 

p>  The  Shut-ins  are  very  happy  with  the  tapes  from  the 
Sunday  Services  -  as  you  know  a  larger  machine  was 
purchased,    90  that    it  woulr   not  take  an   hour  to  make 

EACH  TAPE.    IT  IS  A  GREAT  ASSET  TO  OUR  CHURCH.   ShOULP 
YOU  WISH  TO  PLACE  A  MEMORIAL  OR  A  DONATION  TOWARDS 
THIS  NEW  MACHINE  -  WHAT  A  TRULY  QREaT  *NP  LIVING 
MEMORIAL  IT  COULT  SE  FOR  OUR  OWN  BHUT^INS. 


Again  trump  sound,  Josh  call  out  fam  Carmi        Jj/t 
■  His  father's  fam,  his  own  bros/sis  '-,   fams 
Achan  now  terrified  prob 
?t,   then  at  last  his  name  called,  he  stand  B4  Josh 

Jo-jii  said  2  {rim  (vs  19) 
Jo  read  Achan  confess  ?■.   once  again  G. U.B.I,  had 
d  e  its  work. 

s  Univ.  But  Invest,  gotten  right  man 

We  read  iJroverbs  15  =  3,  (r.?£iL  t*xJLL 
!C   know  this  Goa'all-seeing/all-iUiowing 
We  may  think  can  do  things  secretly  not  found  out, 
but  we  only  kid  selves. 

Ad  &  Eve  do  this  &,  sin  came  into  world 
K.  David  plot  deth  Uriah  so  have  Uriah  wife, 
God  found  him  out, 
Jonah  sot  go  against  G's  plan,  &.  G.  Sound  out. 
Ananias  St  liapphira  lied  piece  prop  &   found  out 
much  like  Achan 

In  all  these  instances  we  see  G. U.B.I,  at  work 
Hoses  cautioned  laites  in  Num.  32:23, 
"Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out.'' 

In  Hev.  20:12  read:  "And  the         re  opened;  and 
a&pther  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life: 
iad  wore  judged  out  of  those  things  which 
were  written  in  the  books  according  to  their  works." 

1'hus  we  realize  we  going  answer  4  things  we  do/say 
Think  of  many  modern  jCpian  much  like  Achan, 
many  quiet  conscience  false  belief  G.  not  nearly 
as  particular  as  Bible  make  out  2  be. 

ilow  often  we   can  hear  peop   say,    "U  don't  really 
be'     ive  G   is   that  partic  do  U?" 

Or  say  something  like,  "Well,  1  realize  isn't  exact 

ilka  KhaSxixattH^ifacsa^xxxxxxxxxx 

what  I  should  have  said  or  done  .accord  Bib,  but  it 
was  such  small  thing." 

Or  hear,  "Wall,  it  really_  wasn't  an  untruth,  it 

just  little  white  lie." 

What  tragedy  will  B  some  discover  our  modern  ideas 
bout  big  sins/little  sins,  just  as  much  out  harmony 
with  Word  of  0,  as  was  Achans  idea  little  theft  only 
minor  thing. 

G'S  Univ.  Bur  Invest  may  know  all  bout  us,  but  not 
st  keep  in  line ,  it  because  intense  love  4  us 
rie  provided  solution  4  o.Hr  sin  thru  Christ 


More  he  thot,  more  donvince  must  B  some  1  else 
iJome  1  do  worse  than  he. 
After  all,  only  trifles  &  he  going  use  4  family 
Only  immediate  family  knew  2s  they  no  tell 

Bui  B  some  1  else 
&  so  nite  prob  seem  never  end, 


2/ 


'inally  dawn  &   camp  stir  2  life 


rTeps  made  great  assembly,  peop  move  2  &  fro 

Still,  Achan  uneasy,  "'What  if  some  1  tell?" 
While  thots  disturb  him,  trump  sound  long/loud 
J  eop  hurry  central  area  encamp. 
Quikly  survey  sit.  &  breath  sigh  relief  4  there 
over  600,000  peop  here 
How  could  1  indiv  be  single  out  this  crowd7 
With  this  assur  Achan  took  place  tribe  Judah 

But  at  this  pt  G. U.E.I,  went  work 
Fame  Scot  Yd  &  FBI  well  known, 
but  long  9  B  4  God's  Univ.  Bureau  Investigation 
was  in  operation 

1st  trigs  Judah  singles  out  by  Josh. 
This  strange  &  perhaps  Acham's  family  drew  closer 
him,  look  him  in  fear. 

But  Achan  reassur  with,  "So  what,  after  all  76M 
in  tribe  Judah.   Can't  U  see  imposs  task  Josh  has? 
iielax,  play  it  cool." 
iiven  as  Achan  try  reassur  fam.  trump  sound  again 
Josh  call  out  family  Zerah  as  contain  culprit 

Zerah?  Achan  hart  must  beat  faster, 
Why  this  great-grandfather,  he  himself  1  that  fam. 
Must  quikly  look  faces  aunts/uncles/cousins  C 
'lilty  face. 

.ie  prob  think  1  them  did  something  terrible 
&  why  he/she  no  confess? 

Again  trump  sound, 
Josh  call  out  family  of  Zabdi, 
Why,  this  own  Grandfather,  Achan  must  thot 
All  eyes  turn  immed  relatives. 
Surely  some  1  must  step  4ward  confess. 

Little  bit  Achan  taken  not  bother  him, 
G  not  worried  over  few  little  trophies  he  take, 
one  his  relatives  done  something  terrible, 
but  who  could  it  be? 

i      glance  up  see  Josh  stare  intently  him. 
.jjould  he  go  4ward  confess? 
No,  couldn't  do  that.   What  peop  think  him? 


We  told,  "If  we  cc 
Just  to  forgive  us 
all  unrighteousness. 


sin,  He  is  faithful  and'-/ 
nd  to  cleanse  us  from 
Joan  1:9, 


an   in  Heb,  7:25  we  read, 

re.fo.re  He  is  able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost 
th" t  come  unto  God  by  Him,  seeing  "He  ever  liveth  to 

n;    intercession  for  them," 

Thus  we  assured  we  need  only  come  2  Him  &  accept 
Him  as  1  who  redeemed  us  from  our  sins, 
&  we  have  not  only  4-giveners  of  our  sins, 

but  communion  with  Him  each  day,  asxwe  strive 

live  Xpian  life. 

"3e  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out,"  but  also 
be  sure  that  Gra  Univ.  Bur.  Invest  not  willing  1 
soul  perish. 
So  He  stand  ready  receive  any  &  all  who  come  2 
Him  thru  His  bon. 

Have  U  done  this? 

1  urge  U  come  2  Him,  oast  self  upon  Him,  Sc  ask  Him 

2  live  in  your  life. 


"G.U.3.I," 

T"xt:  Proverbs  15=3,  "The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in 
every  place,  beholding  the 
evil  and  the  good." 

f   lustration  little  boy  &  God  watching  him) 

Perhaps  many  con.jure  idea  God  like  this  when  thin 
8.  all-seeing/all-knowing 

4-  Scrip  red  fall  Jericho,  how  Is.  took  city  et  all 
B^  battle  warned  Josh  not  take  riches/riches  4  G. 
All  B  burned  cept  gold/silver/brass/iron, 
2B  place  G's  treasury. 

All  Is.  2  obey  rules, 

but  in  7  chap  read  man  tribe  Judah,  Achan,  felt 

could  disobey  G.  &  not  found  out 

Everything  start  out  so  innocently. 
Battle  Jer.  end,  all  city  burned 
all  things  value  taken  t-  Lord 

Mow  Is  could  recup  from  battles,  enjoy  measure 
prosp,  rest  assurance  acted  accord  G's  will 
Josh  send  men  spy  out  Ai, 
when  return  tell  not  need  all  men  2  conquer 

Josh  send  3M  in  battle 
men  Ai  attack  Is ,  kill  J6 
Unknown  Josh  &.   Is.  G  withdrew  favor  cause  Achan 
He  steal  what  should  go  G's  treasury. 

Defeat  disturb  Josh  so  much  we  read  (vs  6) 

Josh  cry  to  G  &   said,  (vss  7-9) 

6   tell  Josh  what  must  B  done  (vss  10-15) 

Mow  when  Achan  take  beautiful  coat  styled  after 
Babylon  garments,  must  reasoned  self, 
"Why  let  this  B  burned?  What  waste.  Ho  1  know 
here,  owner  prob  ded,  shame  destroy  it." 

&  next  it  he  find  silver  worth  200  shekels, 
&  gold  wedge  worth  50  shekels. 
So  take  wrap  in  coat,  bury  in  tent  under  rug. 

Josh  issue  call  peop  assemble  next  AH 
If  look  sit  thru  eye  Aohan,  lets  put  selves  his 
place  4  moment. 
(   He  herd  report  some  1  sinned  greatly  gainst  G, 
He  also  herd  person  be  exposed  next  AM. 
His  mind  prob  ponder  quest  whether  he  should 

SO  confess  or  not 


"G. U.B.I." 

Text:  Proverbs  15:3,  "The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholding 

the  evil  and  the  good," 

For  many  years  the  name  of  Scotland  Yard  was  synonymous  with  crime 

Bureau 
detection  and  the  apprhension  of  criminals,  r  Back  in  1908  a  iKaqsacEtaHBHi 

of  Investigation  was  started  in  our  country.   In  1935  it  became  the  famous 

Federal -'SKSiLEak  Bureau  of  Investigation  that  is  equally  famous  throughout 

the  world.   But  long  before  either  of  these  organizations  ever  came  into 

bVing,   God  had  his  Universal  Bureau  of  Invstigation  in  operation,   I  nm 

sure  that  almost  all  of  us  have  been  .told  at  one  time  or  another  that  God 

is  everywhere  and  that  fie  sees  all  that  we  do  and  all  that  we  say. 

A  mother  whose  little  boy  was  exteemely  bad  one  day,  was  at  fcksxEjrcfc 

st   her  wits  end,  and  finally  had  reached  the  point  where  she  felt  she  had 

to  do  or  say  something  to  make  him  behave,  blurted  out  to  him,  "You  better 

start  behaving,  because  you  know  that  God  Is  watching  you  and  He  sees  every- 

hears 
thing  that  you  do  and  xx  everything  that  you  say."   He  answered,  "Is  that 

all  He  has  to  do  all  day,  lay  on  his  stomach  up  there  and  watch  me?" 

Perhaps  this  is  what  many  others  conjure  up  in  their  minds  when  they 

think  about  the  possibility  of  God  being  all-seeing  and  all-knowing.  For 

our  Scripture  this  morning  we  read  of  the  fall  of  Jericho  and  how  the 

Israelites  took  the  city  and  all  that  was  in  it.  But  before  the  battle 

took  place  they  were  warned  by  Joshua  not  to  take  any  arfckExg  of  the 

riches  of  the  city  for  they  were  to  he  consecrated  to  the  Lord. 

Xlfitxxss  Everything  was  to  be  burned,  except  those  things  that  would 

not  burn,  and  these  things  were  the  gold,  and  silver,  the  vessels  of 

bronze  and  brass  and  iron.   These  were  to  be  consecrated  to  the  Lord  and 

placed  in  His  treasury.   All  Israel  had  to  obey  these  rules,  but  we  read 

in  the  7th  chapter  that   a  man  of  the  tribe  of  Jmdah  named  Achan,  felt  that 

ne  could  disobey  these  rules  and  not  be  found  out.  Everything  started 

out  so  innocently.  The  battle  for  Jericho  had  been  ended  and  all  of  the 

city  had  been  burned,  andd  all  of  the  things  of  value  had  been  taken  for 
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the  Lord,      Now  Israel   could  recuperate   from  her  battles   and  enjoy  a 
measure   of  prosperity,   resting  in  the   assurance   they  had  acted   in  accord- 
ance with  God's  will.     S^*Xi^iacKaciic??]qcxsKij5dcH®«MxtsxtJisxrHHtx]afxis]sa[Ki^ 

KhiigXfcSHyX^Ea^aEKSxSHXEXKEKHSgxthHXSlIESgXXESeXSXEiiaiiHSXSHnSEZIliH^XtilH 

K±kxHH£xAi^xEkExSiaEaxKasxaHg2XXK±Ekxi:kaM  Joshua  sent  men  from  Jericho  to 

spy  out  the  land  of  Ai,  and  when  they  returned,  they  informed  Joshua  that 

all  of  the  army  would  not  be  needed  to  conquer  this  town.  So  they  sent 

3000  men  into  battle  against  the  army  of  Ai,  and  the  men  of  Ai  attacked 

them  killing  35  of  the  Israelites.   But  unbeknown  to  Joshua  and  the 

Irsaelites  this  came  about  because  God  had  withdrawn  His  favor  and  was 

some 
angered  because  Achan  had  stolen  of  the  things  that  should  have  been 

placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

This  defeat  disturbed  Joshua  so  much  that  ks  we  read  (vs  6) 
And  Joshua  cried  out  to  God  and  said,  (vss  7-9) 
So  God  told  Joshua  what  must  be  done  (vss  10-15)- 

Now  Achan  the  guilty  party  had  taken  a  beutiful  coat  styled  after  the 
Babylonian  garments.  He  had  probably  reasoned  to  himself,  7 Why  let  t  da 
beautiful  coat  to  be  burned.   It  seems  like  such  a  waste.   The  owner  is 
dep,d,  and  no  one  knows  it  is  here,  it  would  be  a  shame  to  destroy  it." 
And  next  to  it  he  found  silver  worth  200  shekels  and  a  wedge  of  gold 
worth  fifty  shekels.   "Why  give  them  to  the  Lord  when  his  treasury  is 
already  full,"  he  probably  asked  hinself.  And  so  he  took  them  and  wrapping 
the  silver  and  gold  in  the  coat,  he  dugg  a  hole  under  the  rug  in  his  tent 
and  buried  them  there  for  safe  keeping. 

Now  Joshua  had  his  instructions  from  God  and  he  issued  the  call  to  have 
the  people  assembled  the  following  morning.  If  we  put  ourselves  in  Action's 
shoes  for  a  few  moments  we  can  ^rHkafeix  perhaps  try  to  see  the  situation 

hrough  his  eyes  as  it  were.  He  along  with  all  of  the  rest  of  the  Israel- 
ites had  heard  that  someone  in  the  camp  had  sinned  grievously  against  the 
Lord.  He  had  also  heard  that  the  person  was  to  be  exposed  the  next  day. 
His  mind  must  have  pondered  the  ±±   question  as  to  whether  he  should  go  and 
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The  more 
confess  or  not.   xx  he  thought  about  it  the  more  he  must  have  convinced 

limself  that  someone  else  must  have  done  something  far  worse  than  he.  After 

all  he  had  only  taken  a  worthless  garment,  to  be  destroyed  anyhow.   No  one 

knew  of  this  exceptbthe  members  of  his  immediate  family  and  they  had  not 

told  anyone.   It  just  had  to  be  soemone  else.  Probably  the  night  seemed 

to  never  end  for  Achan,  but  a±  at  last  the  dawn  came  and  the  camp  began  to 

stir.   Preparations  were  being  made  to  hold  the  great  assembly,  and  people 

were  moving  to  and  £hxx  fro.   But  Still  achan  was  uneasy,  "What  if  someone 

had  told  on  him,"  he  probably  reasoned.  And  while  his  private  thoughts 

troubled  him  the  trumpet  sounded  long  and  loud.  People  hurried  to  the 

central  area  of  their  encampment.   Quickly  he  surveyed  the  situation  and 

then  he  must  have  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief,  for  there  were  over  600,000 

people  here.  How  could  one  individual  be  singled  out  from  this  crowd? 

With  this  inward  reassurance  Achan  walked  toward  the  crowd,  and  took  his 

-'lace  among  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

But  it  was  at  this  time  that  Gpd's  Universal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
went  to  work.   First  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  singled  out  as  the  tribe  in 
which  the  guilty  party  ks±HH  was  a  member.   That  was  strange  and  perhaps 
Achan' s  family  drew  closer  to  his  side,  and  looked  at  him  with  looks  of 
fear.  But  Achan  could  very  easily  have  reassured  them  by  saying,  "So  what, 
that  doesn't  mean  anything.   After  all,  there  are  76,000  people  in  the 
tribe  of  Judah.   Can't  you  see  the  impossible  task  Joshua  has  in  finding 
us  in  auch  a  large  multitude?  Relax,  play  it  cool! 

But  even  as  Achan  was  trying  to  reassure  his  family  the  trumpet  sounded 
again,  and  Joshua  called  out  the  family  of  Zerah  as  containing  the  culprit. 
"The  family  of  Zerah?/1  Achan  must  have  asked  himself,  and  his  own  heart 
must  have  begun  to  beat  faster.   Why  that  was  xteE  his  great-grandfather. 

j  himself  was  one  of  the  family  of  Zerah.   He  must  have  very  quickly  looked 
over  the  faces  of  his  uncles  and  aunts,  his  cousins,  to  see  if  he  could 
detect  there  a  guilty  face.   He  must  have  been  thinkingbthat  one  of  them 
had  really  done  something  terrible,  and  why  didn't  he  or  she  confess  it? 
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Again  the  trumpet  sounded,  and  Joshua  called  out  the  family  name  of  Zabdi, 
hrhj   this  was  his  own  g»andfather,  Achan  must  have  thought.  All  eyes  turned 
towards  his  immediate  relatives.  Surely  someone  must  step  forward  and  confess. 
The  little  bit  Achan  had  taken  was  not  troubling  him,  God  wasn't  worried 
over  the  few  little  trophies  he  had,  one  of  his  relatives  had  done  something 
terrible,  -but  who  could  it  be? 

He  glanced  up  and  sax  saw  Joshua  staring  intently  at  him.  Should  he  go 
forward  and  confess?  No,  he  couldn't  do  that.   What  would  people  think  of 
him? 

Again  the  trumpet  sounded,  and  Joshua  called  out  the  family  of  Garmi. 
His  father's  family.   His  own  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  families, 
Achan  was  probably  now  terrified.  And  at  last  the  dreaded  moment  arrived 
and  feKxnasxEStiiHEbcggEEXSOiEt  his  name  was  called  and  he  found  himself  standing 
by  himself  facing  Joshua. 

And  Joshua  said  to  him  (vs  19).   So  we  read  that  Achan  confessed,  and  once 
^ain  the  G. U.B.I,  had  done  its  work.  GOD'S  Universal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
had  gotten  the  right  man. 

We  read  in  Proverbs  15:£¥  3»  "The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place, 

beholding  the  evil  andcthe  good."   We  know  from  this  that  God  is  all  seeing 

and  all  knowing.  We  may  think  that  we  can  do  things  and  not  be  found  out, 

but  we  are  only  kidding  ourselves.  Adam  and  ive  did  this  and  this  is  the 

reason  we  have  sin  in  the  world!   King  David  plotted  to  have  Uriah  killed 

so  he  could  have  Uriah's  wife,  and  God  found  him  out.  Jonah  sought  to  go 

against  what  God  wanted  him  to  do  and  God  found  him  out.   Ananias  and 

Achan 
Sapphira  lied  about  a  piece  of  property  and  were  found  out  much  liKe  iisxkK 

was.  In  all  of  these  instances  we  can  see  the  G. U.B.I,  at  work.   Moses 

aautioned  the  Israelites  that  if  they  did  not  do  as  the  Lord  commanded  they 

'  re  sinning,  and  he  says  in  Numbers  32:25,  "Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you 

out."   In  Revelation  20:12  we  read,  "And  the  books  were  opened  :  and  another 

book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life:  and  the  dead  were  judged  out 

of  those  things  which  were  written  in  the  books  according  to  their  works." 
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Thus  we  realize  that  we  are  going  to  have  to  answer  for  the  things  we 
*  and  say.  The  thinking  of  many  modern  Christian  is  much  like  Achan.  Many 
of  them  are  quieting  their  conscience  with  the  false  belief  that  God  is  not 
nearly  as  particular  as  the  Bible  makes  him  out  to  be.  How  often  we  can 
hear  people  say,  "You  don't  really  believe  that  god  is  that  particular  do 
you?"  Or  they  will  say  something  like,  "Well,  I  realize  that  isn1 tbexactly 
what  I  should  have  said  or  done  according  to  the  Bible,  but  it  was  such  a 
little  thing."  Or  more  often  we  hear,  "Well,  it  really  wasn't  an  untruth, 
it  was  just  a  little  white  lie." 

What  a  teagedy  it  will  be  to  some  to  discover  that  our  modern  ideas 
about  big  sins,  and  little  sins,  are  just  as  much  out  of  harmony  with  the 
Word  of  God  as  was  Achan' s  x&kxk  idea  that  his  little  act  of  theft  was  only 
a  minor  thing.   God's  Universal  Bureau  of  Investigation  may  know  all  about 
us,  but  it  is  not  just  to  keep  us  in  line,  it  is  because  of  His  intense  love 
f^r  us.   He  provided  the  xhm±  solution  for  our  sin  through  Christ.   We  are 
■Bold  that  "If  we  confess  our  sin,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our 
sin  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness,"   "wherefore  He  is  able  to 
save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by  Him,  seeing  He  ever  liveth 
to  make  intercession  for  them."   Thus  we  are  assured  that  we  need  only  come 
to  Him,  and  accept  Him  as  the  one  who  redeemed  us  from  our  sins,  and  we  can 
have  not  only  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  but  sommunion  with  Him  each  day, 
to  help  us  as  we  strive  to  live  the  Christian  life.   "Be  sure  your  sin  will 
find  you  out,"  but  also  be  sure  that  God's  Universal  Bureau  of  Investigation, 
is  not  willing  that  one  soul  should  perish,  and  so  He  stands  ready  to 
receive  any  and  all  who  will  come  to  Him  through  His  Son. 


It  is  good  to  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is 
great,  and  greatly  to  be  praised*  Ascritee  to  the 
Cord  the  glory  due  His  name, 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRfST 
Butler,    Pennsylvan  i  a 
Seventeenth   Sunday   After  Pentecost     September  29,    197^ 
Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Marilyn   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper*   Cnorfl  Director 
Pam   Fry,    Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDFH  OF  WORSHIP  I  t  :  CO  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:           "Antante*  Rheinberger 

"Pastorale"  Borne y 

Si  lent  Prayer 

•Processional  Hymn  No,    £3   "Open  how  thy  gates    of  beauty" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*E>!HORTATf  on 

""Confession   (In  Unison)   "Have  mercy  upon  us,    0  God, 
according   to   your   loving  -   ktmonees;,    according   to    the 
multitude  of  your  tender  mercies,    blot  out  our  transgressions. 
Wash  us   thoroughly   prom  our   iniquities,    and   cleanse  us 
from  our   sins.      fofi  we  acknowledge  our   transgress  i one,    and 
oufi  bins   are   ever   before  us.      purge  us  and  we  shall  be 

CLEAN?  WASH  US  tMD  WE  SHALL  BE  WHITER  THAN  BNoW.    CrEATE 
IN  US  CLEAN  HEARTS,  0  G.OD,   AND  PUT  A  NEW  AND  RIGHT  6PlR|T 

within  us.   Cast  us  not  away  from  your  presence*  and  take 
not  your  Holy  Spirit  from  us.   Resto&e  to  us  the  joy  of 
your  Salvation,  and  uphold  us  with  a  willing  spirit. 

In  the  name  of  Christ,  your  Son,  our  Lord.   Amen." 

*KYRJE     (CHOIR,  CoNGREGATfON  AND  PaSTOh) 

'Assurance  of  Parbon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Pdo!G.e 

♦Pastor:      '0   Lord   open  our   lips, 

*People:      And  our   mouth   shall  show  forth   thy  praise. 
♦DoxoLbgy     No.    551 
Scripture   Lesson;        Acts    13:    '  3~33 
Hymn   No.       2B0        "Blest    oe   the    tie    that    hinds" 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
♦Gloria   Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

'Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with  you. 
*Pehple;      And   'with   thy  spirit* 
*Pastor*      Let  us   Pray, 
ayer  ai      Prayer  Response 


Pra 


Offering 

Offertory:  "Over   the  Stars"  Abt 

Anthem:  "Only  a  Whispered  Prayer"      by  Meregith 

Women ' s   Chorus 
Sermon:  ,rA   FfSTFUl  OF  ACES" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 

*HyMN    OF     DEDtCATION    Nb .     3'3     "NeARER,      MY    fiHD,      TO     THEE" 

*Beneg jct(on   ano  Three   Fold   Amen 
Organ  Postlude!  "Postlude"  Mozart 

--------    *CriNGRF.GAT  ION     STANDING    —   —    —    —    ---    — 

The  Lively  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
f/.fis ,    Wacge  Trace  I  n  memory  of  her  "Husband"  — 
Arthur  C.  Trace. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   'Alvjn  Tait,  Mike  Naiaruk, 

Robert  Stewart  and  Richard  Mangel. 
Mr*  &  Mrs,  Earl  Wogan  will  represent  Council  at  the 

poor  this  morning. 
Serving  in  Nursery  today  during  morning  worship  - 
Mrs.  Judy  Snyder  and  Patty  Rasf:rb«e. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  wag  £19'  £j&f***  i-,rjT/y^. 

;^f-Hospi  tali  zed  :  Mrs.  Amelia  Dreher,  Mr.  Mb,  A.  Winters, 
f\Ai*r'tf      Raymond  Mt ller  -BCMH  :   Leo  BaLoauf  -V.A.  Hospital, 

(Our  Church  has  charge  of  Ushering  Patients  to  Service 
*'L*,r/*K,  at  the  Veterans  Administration  Hospital  during  the 


month  of  October.   If  you  are  asked  oh  you  can  help, 

PLEASE     DO    SO     -    CONTACT     B I LL    PfLUCH    -    HE     NEEDS     ALL 
THE    HELP     HE     CAN     GET. 

TqpAY    NJNE     (3)    OF     OUR    TQ'JTH     ARE     AT    THE     YoUTH    RflLLY 

at  Camp  Living.  Waters  -  this  was  a  two  day  event. 
Today  -  Lake  Erie  Association  Meeting  at  Sharon  - 
2:30  -  g:00  -  if  you  would  like  to  go  you  would  tje 

WELCOME. 

Wednesday  -  7:30  -  COUNCIL  MEETING 

Thursday  -  The  Newsletter  will  be  published  -  please 

HAVE  ALL  MATERIAL  JN  BY  WedNESdAY. 

'WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION  will   be   ne*t  Sunday   at    II :0n  A.M. 
The  following   Sunday  -  Oct.    I  3  ■  Baptism. 
Tuesday  -  Oct.    I  5  -  SOUP  AND  SALAD  SUPPER  sponsored 
by  Women's   Fellowship,      Tickets  can  be   obtained  from 
any  member  of  Circles. 
— -   mon  -  7*3^  ~  constitutional  r£v.    comm.    meeting, 
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His  promise  imparted  by  Js  Xp  He  not  leave  comforts/ 
jee  evidence  H.  dp.  many  areas  life,         less 
if  willing  place  all  aspects  life  Hia  hands 

He   aee  God  supplies  all  material  needs  His  child. 
4  J.sites  taok  form  supply  needs  40yr  wilderness 


states,  "Forty  years  bore  He  their  manners  in 
tThe  wilderness. '"~ 


By  this  he  mean  God  patiently  listened  their  grumbs 
&  moan  about  life  &  how  treat  them. 
Don't  U  imagine  God  still  patiently  listening  our  ' 
gnumblings/groanings  2day? 
I  sure  He  is, 
But  I  also  sure  many  times  we  not  rt  kind  peop 
2  B  grumbling/groaning  because  many  times  our    1 
probs  self-inflicted. 
Good  examp  this  is  situation  many  parts  world 

(Illustration  living  100  dollar^  year.) 
This  good  illua  what  happening  in  world 
We  publicize  this  &  question  why  permitted, 
why  it  happen? 
Others  may  question  "Is  this  an  examp  of  God  r^ivii 
aces  to  His  children?" 
This  good  question, 
but  answer  lie  inner  circles  denoms 
Many  times  spend  money  things  should  take  2nd  placj 
GovJ  officials  more  concerned  keep  prices  up 
certain  commodities,  thus  many  things  rot,  thrown/ 
away, 
but  could  be  diet/marketed  for  needy  in  world 

But  America  pay  for  waste  as  peop  &  nation 
Vr   talk  inflation  shortages,  they  present  cause 
BV  Tishness  &.   greed 

Js  talked  God  aware  of  sparrows  &  needs,  Ss  ho«  God 
more  concerned  His  children. 

He  tells  God  supply  needs  in  life. 

(David  Brainerd  tells  God  supply  needs  illustration? 

This  1  ace#  God  supplied  4  his  peop  many  centuries,  ; 
But  He  also  expert  man  help  dist.  supply  He  give 
mankind. 


3ext,  we  G  God  given  His  peop  Salvation. 

He  not  only  content  merely  isupply  comfort  hrs  need,) 

Or  supply  material  needs, 

But  had  save  them  from  themselves 

'lis  He  promised  would  come  thru  David      .  T 
This  He  did  altho  children  Is.  refuse  accept  js 

Nazareth  as  MESSIAH 


"A  Fistful  Of  A£esl" 

Text:  Exodus  14:8b,  "And  the  children  of  Israel  went 
"out  with  ah  high  hand." 

Scripture:  Acts  13:15-58  33 

In  ^days  mod  world  almost  any  1  recognise  ace  hi  ran 
Military  circles  ace  1  overcome  more  of  enemy 
peop  remark  beloved  true  friend,  Aces  with  me 
thus  signify  he  greatest 
In  card  circles  "Fistful  of  Aces"  unbeatahle 

la  Ex.  14:8b  we  re„d  (read  text)    X?&  *    ^Xtu  i 
I  aware  this  no  imply  Isites  cardplayers  f'"*'rW A4i 
Let  us  put  this/this  context  this  AM  to  simplify 
In  13th  chap  Acts  j-aul's  1st  sermon 
P.  &  Barn  come  Antioch  on  Jew  Sabb 
After  reading  of  Law/prophets  from  sacred 
scrolls,  they  invited  speak 

Paul  was  speak  Jews/Jewish  setting 
words  of  sermtold  history  God  done  them  as  peop 
He  told  them  of  unbelief  in  Messiah 
Cannot  know  suee,  but  must  been  murmurings, 
discontent  as  upstart  preach  stool  B4  them  & 
tramped  on  toes. 

P  begin  vs  17  tell  God  chose  peop, 
He  quote  Ex.  14:8,  wrongly, 
he  often  do  this,  quote  memory  &  wrong 
He  convey  message,  but  misquote 

ACES,  vs  1?  #1,  #2  vs  18,   #3  vs  19,   //4  vs  20, 
if  vs  21,   #6  vs  22,  §1   vs  23,   #8  vss  24-26. 

How  this  add  up  8f  only  4  in  deck, 
But  God  always  give  more  than  given  Him 
This  lesson  every  Xpian  should  know, 
cannot  outgive  God, 
More  U  give ,  more  He  give  U 
Here  in  Acts  13,  capsulated  form  history  P 
shared  Jewish  peop, 
God  given  "A  Fistful  Of  Aces" 

From  this  portion  scrip  some  things  we  can  apply 
present  d^y  «  age. 

See  1st  God  sufficient  needs  of  all  peop 
(Illustration  Promises  of  God,  Barnhouse) 

Q   helps  peop  times  stress  to  give  calm  nssur  He 
tiiere. 


Thus  God  not  only  fulfilled  prophecy  by  send  3/  jf£ 
Son  into  world, 
But  He  provide  means  salv  4-  mankind  which  ours  4 

tailing 
Go  n  all  this  we  C  not  only  provided  Children  Is 
down  thru  ages  with  "A  Fistful  Of  Aces", 
1  "i  He  also  provided  U  &  me  with  "A  .Fistful  Of  Aoes 
ka   well. 
What  He  gave  Ah,  Is,  Jac,  Dave,  Sol,  P  &  others 
is  ours  too 

What  a  hand  hold  as  go  thru  life 
The  Hand  Of  God,  "A  Fistful  of  Aces" 

Can  U  not  C  my  friends  that  with  all  this  we  riche 

any  king  ever  reigned? 
As    "ghilH-fpn  nf  Jq-pap]    Wftllt   oufc  with  an  Mate  hand." 
so  can  we  by  taking  the  Fistful  Of  Aces  Mat  tiod 
extends  to   each  His  children. 

&  let  us  never  forget  that  though  life  may  have  toil 
troubles,  we  always  have  a  Saviour  that  closer  any 
earthly  friend, 

&  we  need  thank  God  each  day  4  Him, 
4-  He  ia  God's  Ultimate  gift  to  our  hand. 


"A  Fistful  Of  Aces!" 
Text:  Exodus  14:8b,  "And  the  children  of  Israel  went  out  with  an  high  hand." 
S^ipture:  Acts  13:13-32 

In  todays  modern  world  almost  anyone  recognizes  that  an  ace  is  the  highest 

in  rank.   In  military  circles,  an  ace  is  one  who  has  overcome  more  of  the 

a  beloved  and  true 
enemy  than  the  rest  of  their  comrades.  People  remark  about  xHMEHHSxHfeHxxx 
friend 
fcEpxxinxBtkKExfia:i!tsx  "He  is  aces  with  me,"   thus  signifying  that  he  is  the 

greatest.   In  card  circles,  a  kxmi  "Fistful  of  Aces"  is  an  unbeatable  hand. 

^,.       -,         -^--— v       a  portion       ^*  '  «^^-»— "~ 
In  our  Scripture  this  morning  we  read  of  Paul's  first  recorded  sermon. 

law  it  does  'not  spell  it  out  in  this  scripture,  so  I  am  taking  what  is  known 


as  literary  license  to  make  a  comparison  between  this  Scripture,  and  relate 
it  to  our  day,  our  thinking,  and  to  use  something  we  can  use  :o   make  it  more 
understandable.   ^<_— — • 

BSOfl.  In  Exodus  the  14th  chapter  $x&   latter  part  of  the  8th  verse  we 
read,  "And  the  children  of  Israel  went  out  with  an  high  hagd."   How  I  am 
well  aware  that  this  verse  does  not  imply  cardplaying  on  the  part  of  the 
children  of  Israel.   But  let  us  just  put  it  in  this  context  this  morning  to 
simplify  it  for  our  understanding.   How  this  particular  verse  is  quoted  by 
Paul  in  the  portion  of  Scripture  we  read  this  morning.   In  the  13th  chapter 
of  Acts,  xscxixix  we  read  of  Paul's  first  recorded  sermon.  Paul  and  Barnabas 
had  come  to  ±wts±   Antioch  and  went  to  the  Synagogue  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath. 
After  thecreading  of  the  Law  and  Prophets  fron  the  sacred  scrolls,  they  were 
invited  to  speak  as  was  the  custom. 

Paul  was  speaking  to  Jews  in  a  Jewish  setting  and  the  words  of  his  sermon 
first  told  of  the  history  of  what  God  had  done  for  them  as  a  people,  and 
secondly  he  told  them  of  their  unbelief  that  the  Messiah  had  come  and  lived 
'  ">ng  them.  Now  we  do  not  read  all  of  the  ramifications  of  what  Paul  said, 
but  one  cannot  help  but  feel  there  must  have  been  some  murmurings  and  dis- 
content as  this  upstart  of  a  preacher  stood  before  them  and  tramped  on  their 
toes. 


" 
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P^ul  begins  (vs  1?),  by  telling  that  God  had  chosen  this  people  and  had 
*_fted  them  above  the  Egyptians  among  whom  they  lived.   He  tells  them,  quoting 
from  Sxodus  14:8,"Avd  with  an  high  arm  brought  he  them  out  of  it,"   We  need 
to  understand  that  many  times  iaul  quotes  Scripture  from  the  Old  Testament, 
but  many  times  he  misquotes  it.  Of  all  the  Biblical  personalities  Paul  is 
one  who  relies  upon  his  memory  for  scripture  and  more  often  than  not  misquotes 
it.   This  is  not  to  say  that  Paul  was  unable  to  convey  the  message  because  of 
this,  it  is  merely  to  point  nut  what  he  did  on  many  occasions. 

When  God  brought  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt  as  Paul  states  it  in 
vs  17,  we  could  call  this  one  ace.   Ace  2  is  vs  18,  #3  vs  19,  #*  vs  20, 
#5  vs  21,  #6  vs  22,  #   7  vs  23,  #8  vss  24,25.  Now  perhaps  you  may  be  thinking 
that  there  are  only  4  aces  in  a  deck  of  cards,  and  you  are  right.   But  when 
we  are  talking  about  God,  we  ust  always  remember  that  God  does  not  act  or 
do  things  as  in  a  normal  circumstance.   God  always  gives  back  more  than  is 
v_.jr  given  to  Him.   Ig  there  is  one  lesson  that  every  Christian  should  and 
must  be  aware  of,  it  is  the  lesson  thqt  you  absolutely  aahnot  outgive  God. 
The  more  you  give,  the  more  He  will  give  in  return.   And  here  in  the  capsulated 
history  that  Paul  shared  with  these  Jewish  people ,  God  has  given  the  children 
of  Israel  "A  Fistful  of  Aces." 

Now  from  this  portion  of  Scripture  there  are  some  things  that  we  can 
apply  to  our  present  day  and  age.  We  see  first  that  God  is  sufficient  for 
all  of  the  needs  of  His  people. 
(Illustration  of  the  promises  of  God,  from  Barnhouse) 

God  helps  His  people  in  times  of  stress  to  give  them  His  calm  assurance 
that  He  is  there.  His  promise  that  was  imparted  to  us  by  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ  was  that  He  would  not  leave  us  comfortless.   Thus  we  can  see  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  many  areas  of  life  if  we  are  willing  to  place 
&j.l  aspects  of  our  life  in  His  hands. 

Next  we  see  that  God  supplies  for  the  material  needs  of  His  children. 
For  the  Israelites  this  first  took  the  form  of  supplying  their  needs  in  the 
wilderness  for  40  years.   Paul  states  it,  "Forty  years  bore  He  their  manners 
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in  the  wilderness."  By"  this  he  means  that  God  patiently  listened  to  their 
gir-^mblings  and  moanings  about  life  and  how  it  was  treating  them.  And  don't 
you  imagine  that  God  is  still  patiently  listening  to  the  grumblings  and  %ss&x 
groanings  of  His  people  today?   I  am  sure  He  is ,  but  I  am  also  sure  that  many 
times  we  are  not  the  right  kind  of  people  to  be  grumbling  and  groaning  because 
many  times  our  problems  are  self-inflicted.  A  good  example  of  this  is  the 
situation  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 
(Illustration  of  living  on  100  dollars  a  year) 

This  is  a  good  example  of  what  is  happening  in  the  world.  We  publicize 
this  type  of  thing  and  we  question  why  it  is  permitted,  and  why  it  happens, 
and  all  of  the  othervthings  that  remain  unanswerable  about  it.   Others  may 
weia>  question  hunger  and  starvation  in  our  world  today  bjj  asking,  "Is  this  an 
example  of  God  giving  Aces  to  His  children?"  Which  is  a  good  question,  but  the 
answer  lies  in  *ithin  the  inner  circles  of  our  denominations.   We  are  more 
c  .cerned  with  spending  dollars  in  too  many  areas  that  should  take  secondary 
priority.  Our  government  officials  are  more  concerned  about  keeping  the 
prices  of  certain  commodities  up,  and  the  way  to  do  this  is  to  let  certain 
crops  rot,  rather  than  have  them  marketed  and  distributed  to  the  needy  through- 
out the  world.   America  is  going  to  pay  for  its  extreme  waste  as  a  people  and 
as  a  nation,  andcrightly  so.   We  talk  of  inflation  and  shortages,  and  they 
are  present  today,  because  of  our  selfishness  throughout  the  world.   Jesus 
talked  of  God  being  aware  of  the  sparrow  and  its  needs,  and  how  God  is  more 
concerned  over  his  children  than  the  birds.   David  Brainerd  was  a  missionary 
to  the  American  Indians  in  the  early  days  of  our  country.  He  tells  the  story 
of  the  3sxhxx±boikk  God  supplying  his  needs  at  one  point  in  his  life. 
(Illustration  #908  24&0  Quotations, illustrations) 

This  is  one  of  the  aces  God  supplied  for  His  people  down  through  the 
many  centuries,  but  He  also  expects  man  to  help  distribute  this  supply  of 
what  He  has  given  for  all  mankind. 

Next  we  see  that  God  has  given  to  His  people  oalvation.   He  was  not  con- 
tif*£iy  5">  S'"t'ptr7       comfort  for  their  hours  of  need 

tent  to  <^s*s/  be  suf ficient^£dSaeit&04^i«£^**"aa^-ffere^6,  or  to  supply  for  their 
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material  needs.  But  He  had  to  save  them  from  themselves.   This  He  promised 
t  .  do  through  His  servant  King  David.   And  this  He  did,  although  the  children 
ofl  Israel  refused  to  accept  Jeeus  of  Nazareth  as  the  promised  Messiah,   iforfr 
3eknsxMSxsaHxsaKxfEHSxa±i->cBfxtkisxtkafexaast  Thus  God  not  only  fulfilled  prophecy 
by  sending  His  Son  into  the  world,  but  He  provided  a  means  of  salvation  for 
mankind,  which  is  ours  for  the  taking.  So  in  all  of  this  we  can  see  that 
God  not  only  provided  the  children  of  Israel  down  through  the  ages  with  "A 
Fistful  Of  Aces,"  but  He  also  provided  you  and  me  with  "A  Fistful  Of  Aces," 
as  well.   What  He  gave  to  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  David,  Solomon,  Paul  and 
pll  the  rest  is  ours  too. 

What  a  hand  to  hold  as  we  go  through  life.  The  Hand  of  God,  "A  Fistful 
of  Aces."  Can  you  not  see  my  friends  that  with  all  of  this  we  are  richer 
than  any  king  that  ever  reigned?  As  the  "Children  of  Israel  went  out  with 
an  high  hand,"  so  can  we  by  taking  the  Fistful  Of  Aces  that  God  extends  to 
<.  ,h  of  His  children.  And  let  us  never  forget  that  though  life  may  have  its 
toils  and  troubles,  we  always  have  a  oaviour  that  is  closer  than  any  earthly 
friend,  and  we  need  to  thank  God  each  day  for  Him,  for  He  is  God's  ultimate 
gift  to  our  hand. 


Eii-bftE  Aliia  ;,_art_r_ ;  >£____  s  .,wiKS  A_Jiatflcs£i:_Mg 

ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRtST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvani a 
Eighteenth   Sunday  After  Pentecost        Oct.    6,    1 97^ 
communjon  sundav  -   american    i  no  i  an  sunday 
Rev.    Ralph  C*    Link,    Pastop 

MrS.     MarILYN    STEPHENSON,     ORGftMIBT 

Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 

Paula  Stephenson,  Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  FOR  HOLV  COMMUNION  I  I :C0  A.M. 
Prelude  Music;   "Kyrie  Fleibon"  Mozart 

" Communion"  Guilmant 

"In  Hrs  Temple"  Blake 

•Process i onal  Hymn  No.  kjQ   "Saviour,  Thy  -ying  love" 
*Abcription  -  Choral  Amen 
*call  to  worship 

*l NVOCATION 
"PRAISE 

"Pastor  -  0  Lord  open  our   lipb 

"People   -  And   our  mouth  shall  show   forth  thv   praise. 
"Doxology 

Scripture;  Hebrews   9 

Announcements 

Qfferi  ng 

Qffertqry;   "God's  Morni ng"  Clarke 

Anthem:    "0  lord.  Give  Us  All"      John  Lewis 
"Gloria  Patri 
"Affirmation  of  Our  Fatth   (Apostles  Creed) 

Communion  Hymn  No.  3^'   "Here,  0  mv  Lord'1 
"Call  to  Cop^imuniow  -  Page  3«? 
"Eucharistic  Frayer     "Institution    *Agnus  Dei 

The  Holy  Communion   (Please  retain  elements  until  all 
are  served) 
"Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  -  Choral  Amen 
*Hymn  op  Dedication  No.  I 5S  "When  I  survey  the  wondrous 

cross" 

Benediction  amp  Threefold  Amen 

"Postluee       "Te  Deum  Laudamus"        Nordman 

------  — -  *Congregat ion  Standing ______ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  R.  Falkner  to  the  "Glory  of  God". 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Chester  Stauffer  will  represent  Council 
at  the  dhor  today. 


Nursery  will  se  frovidec  today  dy  Mrs.  Sharon  Stauffer, 
Laurel  Stauffer  and  Pebbi e  Mc^ride. 
The  Elherb  and  Deacons  will  serve  as  Ushers  today. 
^^p  Hosp i TALf zed :  Mrs.  Amelia  Dreher, 
*0'^     Mr.  W.  A.  Winters,  Mess  Clara  Shakely, 

Mr*  Everett  MgCanoleSs  -West  Penn  Hosp.  -  Pitts, 
Mr.  Leo  Baldauf  -  V,A,  Hospital. 
~~r  Mrs.  Nellie  Hughes  will  be  93  tomorrow,  1 03  Morton 

ave.  -  she  likes  to  &e  visited  and  would  appreciate 
a  card  from  you. 
^   Mrs.  Granville  Cooper  was  77  yesterday  -  it  is  still 
not  too  late  to  remember  her* 
TONIGHT  -  7;0Q-  VGUTH  FELLOWSHIP  -   each  youth  IS 

ASKED  TO  BRING  A  PAIR  OF  ScJSBORS, 

MONDAY  -   7 :J0  -  WOMEN'S  MARY  PRUGH  CIRCLE  meeting. 
WECNESDAY  -  7:30  -  CONSTITUTIONAL  REVISION  COMM. 
^  THURSDAY   -   7  00  -   BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION   AND 
flit  TEACHERS  MEETING  -  Undercroft  -    important. 
^^"Next  Sunday   -  Baptism   -  should,   you  want  your   baby 
baptized  at   this  time  -  please  get    in  touch  with 
Rev.    Link, 
Don't  forget   -  Today    is   American    Indian  Sunday  - 

fF  YOU  FORGOT  YOUR  ENVELOPE  -  THERE  ARE  EKTRA  qNEB 
IN  THE  NARTHEX. 

IS   IT  SOUP  VET?   -  Not   yet  -   however,    some    ingredients 

ARE    STILL    NEEo/-    Dl O    YOU    READ     YOUR     NEWSLETTER? 

II  qtb.  of  string  beans,  onions,  carrots,  cag("iabe 

AND  PARSLEY,,  ALSO  FRESH  TOMATOES  FOR  SALAD*  GeT 

in  touch  with  Lois  Wogan   (2S--IG32)   or  Mary   Lou 
Davis   (283-II&2)    if   you  can   supply   any  of   these. 
^"--^  Tickets   are   available  from  most   anyone    in   the  Circles. 
Bazaar   items   are  needed  -  handiwork,    raked  goods, 
candies   or   anything  appropriate  for  the  bazaar  table. 
This  month   -  Bt<    Paul's  has   charge  of  wheelchair 

PATIENTS  AT  THF  DESHON  -  CONTACT  B | LL  PfLUGH  IF  YOU 
COULD  POSSIBLY  HELP  OUT  -  BEFORE  AND  AFTER  THE  ^lOO 
SERVICE  AT  DESHON  V,  A. 

There  were   f9'    persons   present   last   Sunday. 
*—      Communion  cards   are    in  the   Pews.       If  you  yjould  like; 
^t        to  have    it  sent  to   your  home   church   {lf  you  are 

VISITING)  PUT  THE  NAME  OF  ChURCH  AND  ADDRESS  ON  CARD. 

——  The  Youth  Choir  will  be  starting   for   anyone    in  grades 
■^     4  and  up.      Please  sign  up   in  the  Office, 
I  Welcome  visitors,   please   sign   register*      ) 
Judy  Vinroe   birthday  today- 


;  ■  -  -  ; 
3?Qxt :  Hebrews  9 :  22 

ature:  Hebrews  9: 


(Illu^  """irin  yrrinnrr   "n  i  p-f  nj  Pine  4  kids,  but  we  sbud 

right :  E  ipec  things  of  church 
:..":.^t}   Buechner,,  '  tp^V,  '■;  'ril  i* ,    '  ,     s\    ^i-r^ 
anyl,espec  preach  Bliev  this,'-,  preach  it? 

consist  ""e  r-.l"1  "-;io  i7s  j*u;t 
-'iy _ -!:':' n.:i" :  -'I-  -'--'PC  •_  °  '■  r.lle'"  ''■  -^ -'-^  — nnn^  *  y-r.^-" 
~-  t'ii,?.  all  it  is, Make  iSIiev  v;e  celebrate  wro'v  , 
"  ladies  make  coj6fee,eat  donuts  Si  taZ 
ran  not  this  &  if  U  Bliev  let  me  educate: 
'"l_  -i-t  ir  ititut  By  Js  2  prep  discips  4  His  sacrif 
3^  after  He  ded  they  got  point 
(Use  words  institut)  He  conpar  blud,boc     red, wine 
id  as  sy  ori  *% 

-1'2   plim;  la  Velv  wud  never  ■ 

Lev  I  Js  ...  \±s   insult  Js  ~\   blasphemy 
:  — '•  lie  sed  bro1:  bod, shed  blud  had  signif , specif = 
4  Uemiss  sins,  other  word  He  ijiv  4  mankind  2B  4giv 
(jv  \  ■'   ■  "   3=  interpret: 

eb  law  say  sacrif  "5  made  4  -4giarness  sins 
2  Offer  animal, had  2  giv  up  lif  &  lif  man/anim  blud 
Blud  keep  liv  &  wen  shed  lif  given  wp 
Js  shed  blud  ialv   aacrif  made 
■._  t-.:.;  :  ■;    n   .  '■    "   i   ..'--  .'■  ,1  ;k:iv  .:~:  ,  ■  I  :  ,  h 

iltho  He  did  8o  price  paid  1nce  4  all, signif  sacnr 
our  livs  we  sin  daily 

2  L'S  Sup  cert  occas    *ek  4giv  4  sins 
Heard  preachers  say," 

2   Js.acc       Lie  4  us,';':  wen  we  do  this  we 
■  ;ivn  sinners, 
it  no  rehash  sin:,  past  over,  over  4  negate  J  a  sacr 
,e  .  _  :/-   .  .'"■'  ..-■  ?   4  :iv  .:in::  ..".■.  2  clens  unri:  ;ht 
his  purp  '.-- '  T  .■'.-    no  other,  we  no  swallow  Js  ere. 
We  gather  2  ask  G  2  4giv  sins  we  commit  sine  last  tim 
11   meet  as  common  sinner s/l  sam  as  U,no  better, 
o_  Ho  f  ::.   T   .:  .  "V  H  .'_-•'■/  ITH 

,  ody  brok  4us, 
Ther  cud  B  no  4giv  if  no  tak  place 
-  —      e  wud  B  kill  anira  &  sacrif  on  that  altar 
2B  4giv,  if  Js  no  pay  price  4  us 

:ik  L  *  s  "  by  thoz  who  cum  2  hav 

sins  4giv. 
It  4  penitent   i      .4  no  othe: 

-  orifice  of  Js        not  I      LIEV, 


"Make  Believe?" 

Text:  Hebrews  9:22,  "Indeed,  under  the  law  almost  everything  is  purified 

with  blood,  and  without  >the  shedding  of  blood  there 
is  no  forgiveness  of  sins." 

1973 
In  the  April  issue  of  AD  magazine  there  aas  an  article  entitled  tkE  "The 

A,  B,  C's  of  Salvation",  which  was  written  b^  the  Rev.  Frederick  Buechner, 

a  Presbyterian  minister.   The  article  spelled  out  the  different  things  about 

the 
Christianity  using  each  letter  of  the  alhabet  for  SHBXKgx&lraxfckxiigxx  first 

letter  of  the  doctrine  or  sybol  used.   For  instance   P  was  for  flaith,  and 

ixwscsx^iaxxiisxKx  L  was  for  the  Lord's  Supper.   Much  of  what  he  wrote  I  dannot 

agree  with  and  in  particular  what  he  wrote  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  is  completely 

unacceptable  to  anyone  I  firmly  believe.   I  must  say  in  fairness  to  him  that 

some  of  the  things  he  wrote  were  right  on  and  in  line  with  what  we  should 

believe,  and  these  points  I  can  accept.   But  let  me  share  with  you  what  he 

wrote  about  the  Lord's  Supper. 

(Ouote  his  interpretation) 

-  After  I  read  this  I  asked  myself  the  question,  "How  can  anyone,  especially 

one  who  calls  himself  a  minister  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  serving  Him  in  the 

ministry  of  a  church,  believe  this,  or  worse  yet,  put  it  down  feirxHtkEE  to 

help  others  to  believe  this  way?"  But  shortly  after  reading  this  article, 

I  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  mine  who  is  serving  a  three  point  charge 

in  Edinburgh,  Virginia,  that  led  me  to  believe  that  there  are  many  Christians 

who  are  misinformed,  or  believe  wrongly  about  what  the  Lord's  Supper  is. 

This  friend  wrote  that  at  one  of  the  Consistory  meetings,  the  President  of 

the  Consistory  made  the  remark,  "Why  we  all  know  that  Jesus  was  Just  giving 

God  thanks  for  the  food  on  the  tatole,  and  having  been  allowed  to  be  with 

such  a  wonderful  gropp  for  three  years." 

really 
Now  if  this  is  what  communion^ means,  then  I  believe  we  are  celebrating  it 

ir  the  wrong  manner.   If  this  is  all  it  is,  or  if  it  is  "Make  Believe"  as  Mr 

Buechner  would  have  us  believe ,  then  I  suggest  we  send  some  of  the  ladies 

downstairs  to  put  on  a  pot  of  coffee,  and  get  some  rolls  or  doughnuts,  and 

Let's  just  sit  around  and  drink  coffee  and  eat  roils,  and  talk  about  inane 
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little  ftiings  this  morning. 

But  Communion  is  not  either  of  these  things  I  have  quoted,  and  if  any  of 
us  here  this  morning  believe  Communion  to  be  this,  then  let  me  educate  you 
as  to  what  the  Lord's  Supper  really  is. 

Hirst,  it  was  inxftia:ts!±  instituted  by  Jesus  Christ  with  His  disciples  tp 
prepare  them  for  His  sacrifice.   He  did  not  explain  everything  to  them  in 
detail,  but  they  got  the  point  after  He  was  taken  out  and  killed.   At  the 
meal,  "He  took  bread,  and  when  He  had  given  thanks,  He  broke  it,  and  gave  it 
to  His  disciples  and  said,  "Take  and  eat,  this  is  my  body  which  is  broken  for 
you,  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.'   In  like  manner  he  took  the  cup  after  they 
had  supped,  and  He  gave  it  to  them  and  said,  'Take  and  drink,  this  cup  is  the 
New  Testament  of  my  blood  which  is  shed  £or  many  for  the  remission  of  sins.'" 
How  please  note,  that  Jesus  was  saying  His  body,  and  His  blood  were  to  be 
compared  with  the  bread  and  wine.   He  set  these  two  elements  aside  to  be 
ep^en  and  drunk  as  a  symbol  of  Him  and  what  He  was  about  to  do.   He  did  not 
say  that  this  Communion  was  "Make  Believe"  or  that  whenever  it  was  observed 
XXkExxisximpx^&EXHKXH&HxkEKakKXEHKxteEaxGfc  the  bread  and  thenwine  were  actually 
Hi£  body  and  blood,  but  that  they  only  represented  His  body  and  Blood. 
And  this  plump  person  who  does  not  hsk  smell  of  Aqua  Velva,  (because  I  do  not 
use  it),  would  never  under  any  circumstances  want  you  to  make  believe  that  I 
am  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  an  insult  to  Jesus  Christ  to  ever  believe  that  a 
human  being  is  could  ever  stand  in  His  place,  and  besides  that  it  is  blasphemy. 

Secondly,  He  said  that  the  broken  body,  and  the  shed  blood  had  the  signifi- 
cance of  being  broken  and  shed  for  a  specific  purpose.   And  that  purpose  was, 
in  His  words,  "For  the  remission  of  sins."   In  other  words,  He  was  giving 
His  body  and  His  blood,  so  that  mankind  could  be  forgiven  of  their  sins. 
The  author  of  Hebrews  pointed  out  in  our  Scripture  for  this  morning,  (read  the 
t   t).   What  he  was  saying  was  that  according  to  the  old  Hebrew  Law,  a  sacrifice 
had  to  be  made  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins.   In  the  case  of  offering  up  an 
animal  it  reauired  that  the  animal  had  to  give  up  its  life,  and  the  life  of 
anything  whether  it  be  man  or  animal  is  the  blood.   It  was  the  blood  as  they 


considered  it  that  kept  life  going  and  naturally  when  the  blood  was  shed,  life 
ha  been  given  up.  Thus  in  the  case  of  Jesus,  He  gave  up  His  blood  on  Calvary 
and  the  sacrifice  had  been  made.  So  with  the  sheddijg  of  His  blood,  there  was 
now  forgiveness  of  sins  through  Him, 

Now,  although  He  gave  His  body  and  His  blood  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins, 
and  the  :-orice  has  been  paid  once  and  for  all,  the  significance  of  this  sacri- 
fice is  thatin  our  lives  we  commit  sins  daily.   So  on  certain  occasions  we 
meet  together  and  we  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  it  is  at  this  time  that 
we  eat  the  bread  and  drink  the  cup,  and  as  we  eat  and  drink,  we  ask  God  to 
forgive  us  for  the  sins  we  have  committed.   But  as  someone  was  telling  me  oust 
this  past  week,  hs  and  I  also  heard  one  of  my  favorite  radio  preachers  say  it, 

we  should  not  dwell  on  our  past  sins.   We  must  come  to  Jesus  accepting  that  He 

we 
died  for  us,  and  this  death  when  i   acknowledge  Him,  cleanses  us  from  all  our 

past  sins.   So  when  we  hash  and  rehash  all  of  the  ttein^x  sins  of  the  past, 
wf  \egate  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus.  John  tells  us,  "He  is  faithful  and  just  to 
forgive  us  our  sins  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness."   Thus,  come 
to  Him  and  have  your  sins  blotted  out,  washed  away,  and  -remembered  against  you 
no  more.  Gome  to  His  ta  table  and  partake  of  the  heavenly  food  prepared  for 
you,  and  walk  away  from  His  table  cleansed  and  made  whole  again. 

This  is  the  purpose  of  the  Lord's  oupper.   For  anyone  to  say  we  meet  to- 
gether to  share  our  humanness,  or  to  make  believe  that  we  are  swallowing  Jesus' 
life  into  our  own,  or  to  say  that  it  is  only  a  meal  of  fellowship  and  fun, 
is  sheer  nonsense. 

We  gather  about  the  Lord's  Table  to  come  to  God  in  humility  and  in  pen- 
forgive  us 
itence,  to  ask  Him  to  g±gaaggxnK  for  our  sins  which  we  have  committed  since 

last  we  came  to  Him  seeking  forgiveness.   We  meet  aa  common  sinners.   I  am 

on  the  same  level  as  you,  and  am  just  a  great  a  sinner  as  any  of  you,  and  by 

t.   same  token  iksES  none  of  you  are  any  better  than  me  or  anyone  else.   We 

are  common  sinners  who  need  this  bread  and  this  cup  to  cleanse  us  and  make  us 

whole  again,  and  this  we  do  "In  remembrance  of  Him." 

Jesus  blood  was  shed  for  us,  His  body  was  broken  for  us.  There  could  be 
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no  forgiveness  of  sins   if  this  had  not  taken  place.   This  morning  we  would 
be   illing  and  shedding  the  blood  of  some  animal  and  offering  it  upon  that 
altar  as  a  sacrifice  to  God  in  hopes  that  we  might  be  forgiven,  if  Jesus  had 
not  paid  the  price  for  us. 

So  make  no  mistake  about  it,  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  partaken  of  by 
those  who  come  to  have  their  sins  forgiven.   It  is  for  penitent  sinners,  and 
not  for  any  other  purpose.   The  sacrifice  of  God's  only  Son  was  not  "Make 
Believe,"  but  was  made  for  believers. 


Whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giving  thanks  to  Gad  and  the 
Father  hy  Him. 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
NrNemrcNTH  Sunday  After  Pentecost     October    13, 197U 
Rev-    Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn   Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Chojr   Director 
Shari   McSrioe,    Ellen  Master  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    MsOO  A.M. 

Prelude  Music:  "Dreams"  Bizet 

"Beneath  the  Elms"  Veon 

Silent  Prayer 
"Process i onal  Hymn  Mq.    7      "Rejoice,    ye  pure   in  heart" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortati on 
♦Confession  (In  Unison)   "Gracious  Goo^    Father  of  our 

Lord  Jesus   Christ,    you   have   promised   to  receive  us 

when  we  come  to   vou-      Ve  confess   that  we  have  sinned 

AGAINST     YOU     IN    THOUGHT,     WORD     ANQ     DEED.        We    HAVE     DISOBEYED 

your  law.  We  have  not  loved  you  or  our  neighbors  as  we 

SHOULD,         FffltlVt    LS,      0    GOD,      AND    GRANT    THAT     WE    MAY     LIVE 

and  serve   you   in  newness  of  life;   through  jesus  christ 

our   Lord*      Amen." 

•Kvrie   (Choir.  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   Ano  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

•Doxolqgy  No.  551 

Scripture  Lesson:   Matthew  23*  ' 3H33 

Hymn  No.  252  "Take  Thou  our  minds,  oear  Lors" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (apostles1  Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri 

•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you, 

•People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 

•Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 

•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

-  v* Bapt I SM  OF  Infants 

Offering 

Offertory:     "Petite  Pastorale1*         Carey 

Anthem:   "I  Love  to  Tell  the  Story" 

Men's   Chorus 


Seamon:  "ONLY   A  MQUTHFIECEt* 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn   of  Dedication  No,    2^3      "Take  my  life,    and   let 
•Benediction   and  Three    Fold   Amen  tT  BE 

Organ  Postlude:  "Recess ional"  Baftiste 

_-«*.„---    *CoNSftEGAT  I  ON    STANDING    ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.   &  Mrs,    Rqland  Thompson   in  memory  of  Roland's 

"Father11  Mr.    Howard    Thompson. 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:   *Wally  Feoer,   John   Snow, 

Mont  MacKjnwey,    James   Ma lone y   and   Steve   Vargo. 
Elder  Robert   Tait  will  represent  Council  at   the  door 

today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today  by  Mrs*    Barsara  Vargo 

ANn  Karen  Kennedy. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   264, 
The    amount  of  5162  was  collected   last   Sunday  for  the 

AmERICAIySonc'ay    -    VoU    CAW    STILL    PUT     YOUflENVELOFE     JN 
THE    COLLECTION     ANY     SUNDAY    THIS     MONTH.-        &.*■****   >//t>-.-^   " 

■^PosptTALlZED:     Mrs.   Amelia  Hreher  -  BCMH;   Mr,   Everett 
-^^    McCandlesb  -West  Fenn  Hosp.    Pitts;  Mr.    Leo  BALOAUF-DESHor' 
Pamela  Sue  Gray  sorn  to  Mr.   &  Mrs.   Donald   Eugene  Gray 

July  26,    1 97I+  and  Kelly   Sue  Mangel  born  to  Mr,   &  Mrs. 

Richard  Mangel   on  Aug.    23,     197^  -   baptized   today. 
j^pTuesday  -  Oct.    15  -  5:nQ~7:AQ  ~  Soup   and  Salad   Supper 

Please   have   items   for  the   Bazaar  table    in  qy  Monday 

and   no   later   than  tuesday  morning,      tickets   are 

AVAILaSLE  FROM  CIRCLE  CHAIRMAN  OR  MOST  ANYONE   IN  ONE 

op  the  Circles, 
Wed.    -   8:00  -   Golden  Circle  -  Bible   Study  with   ^ev.    Link. 
Six   (6)   Women   are   needed   for  wheelchair   aides   at 

THE  DeSHON  FOR  THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  MONTH.    CONTACT 

Marilyn  Stephenson  2S7-7933   if  you  can  help. 
Mrs.    Leo  Baloauf  would  like  to  thank  the  members   of 

OUR  CHURCH  FOR  THEIR  PRAYERS  AND  CARDS  ANQ  TOR  ReV. 

Link's   visits  -  her  husband    is   a  patient   at   Deshon. 
Mrs.    Cooper  appreciated   the  birthday   cards  she   received 
last  week  fdr   her  bjrtbday   amd   wanted  us   to   thank  you. 
"^^"churches    in   the  butlep    area  ahe  sponsoring   small   group 
Birle   Studies    to   re  held    in  churches    and   homes, 
"Kick-off11   Sun.    will  be  Oct.    20.      Norma   Knauer    is 
small  Group  Ca.pt.    for   our  church  and  as   such  will 
organize   our   participation. 

Jelcorae  visitors,  please  come  back 

tsrrr  ja^j  m<s&-  rent?**  /%&*■  j?**. 


ving  continued  protection  of  G.  K±i±::sax      2/ 
xiiixaHjt, 

will  l;an  upon  She  Lord  and  say,  Is  not  tn< 

Micah  confronts  group  S-.  passes  sweep  judgement  on 
them  all  &  their  works  and  says, 

"Th£   fore,  s;  Tor  yanc  sake  be  r>T  nwad  R3 

TJeJtCZSHalJerusalem  shall  become  he-   , 
mountain  of  the  house  "-ices  of  the 

Tbrest7T1 
He  tell  them  Zion/which  Jerus  be  destroyed 
Tills  proph  had  nerve  stand  4th  &  shout  their  natl 
shrine  be  complete/utter ;y  destroyed. 
That  it  become  like  plowed  ground 
All  homes. '■'■■   what  hold  dear  ruined, 
&,   most  of  all  this  an  affront  to  think  beloved 
city  of  Dave  destroyed,  go  Beloved  Temple  as  wall) 

1  oft  repeated  assurances  of  priesthood  &  proph 's, 
Jerus  never  destroyed, 
G  mite  punish  peop  'l-  sons  i   r^in  rath  on  them, 
but  He  never  destroy  Temp 
rielig  ldrs  almost  2   man,  certain  Jerus  never  destr 
Somehow  G  intervene  .".-.  not  let  happen. 
U  can  imag  how  well  receiv  this  new3  was 

But  M,  say  *3C  Jt  ypim  ijaftf  ■, 
Because  of  TJ  this  2  happ 
t]  S  bring  about ,  because  Of  U  this  come  pass 

i-icture  if  will  how  these  eop  must  felt,  hearing 

distressing  news. 
As  looked  beaut  bldga,  wonderful  city,  magnif  Tenp 
it   columns,  courts/altars,  Be  all  be  rubble 

Could  anyone  bear  this  burden  2  even  think  this 
want        let? 
But  we  know  in  586  city/temp  burned 
Kicahs  proph  came  true 
and  from  this  history  U  think  Jewish  peop  learn 
from  experience 
jo  not  surpris  in  time  Js ,  He  lash  out  same  think 
same  kind  peop 
But  no  need  stop  there/look  our  time/age  we 
see  same  peop. 

In  our  nation  sins  larger  cities/i  sins  smaller  citi 
'norease  lar^e  percent  ge 

Jrime  rate  up,  immorality  rampant/"-,  sin  in  gen 

rage  on  all  sides 
What  a  ahallenge  set  W   xpian  2days  world 


"Only  A  Mouthpiece!" 

Text:   Micah  3:11,12, 

.leads   jjusgg   for  reward,   and  hex  priests  teach 
fs      hire,    and   he  Tor   none;/;    yet 

wtigj.   they  lean   u  Lad   jo./,    3 

us.     liisreior  e 

Shaj  ■    '     hh     a     f  i  p"M  ,     anfl 

Jeru .         1  become  heaps.,  and  Che  mountain  of 
laces  of  t  e  forest." 

Question:  What  is  pharisee? 
most  wood  answer  "Flan  who  observed  law. " 
Some  wood  say  "men  disliked/distrusted  by  Js  &  dis. 

Both  correct/but  in  fairness  really  relig  peop 
Is  strict  adher  relig  laws/princip/reguls  is  salva 
then  rh's  1st  in  kingdom. 

iroblem  they  overzealous  interpret  letter  of  law 
Here  they  came  conflict  Js. 
Borip  this  AM  scorching  denunciation  these  men, 
they  lead  many  astray  doomed  to  Hell,  simply  by 
their  interpretation  of  law. 

But  8  centuries  be4,  nan  stood  B4  leaders  as  well 
as  peop  of  Is  '-.  condemned  4  same  things. 
Naturally  he  not  speak  same  auth  Js, 
but  his  message  similar  &  he  speak  4-  G. 

Man  named  Micah,  his  message  in  7  short  chaps. 
In  3rd  chap  11,12  vss  we  read,  (r 

What  Micah  say  it  was  money  not  princip  guided  leads 
in  dealings. 
He,  -"efer  judges  accept  bribes/rule  in  favor  them 
;  cater  those  can  influence  them  most. 
Pr  keeper  sacred  law  &  also  his  duty  reveal  it  to 
peop  thru  words/fe  life 
Proph 's  prophesy  for  money, 

if  person  came  gave  money,  then  prophesy  good 
things  that  person. 
They  not  sneak  truth  as  G  reveal  it,  but  speak 
what  they  want  hear. 

Art  of  di'gining  similar  fortunetelling 
Those  divined  told  future  by  cast  lots,  watch  birds 
in  flite. 
oort  of  like  we  amuse  selves  by  tell  it  hard/easy 
winter  by  stripes  wooley  worm,  or  by  how  early 
.'  irds  go  south  etc. 

But  these  peop  no  do  amuse,  but  for  money 
2  compound  trub,  they  all  do  under  guise  relig 


Lt  chance  2  speak  out  gainst  sin/corruption,    3/ ~ 
just  as  Js  ':■  Hicah  did 
le   cannot  overcome  degeneracy  by  remain  mute 
io  need  instead  become  "Moutpieces"  as  were  for  G. 

WhVc  is  "Mouthpiece?" 

oeveral  definitions 
Mt  ic  cicc.les,  a  Mpiece  is  object  placed  on  end 
ik_  jr. 
:hen  instr.  played  help  make  beaut  music 

But  if  Mpiece  just  3-a^i  shelf/table  it  "Only  A  Mpiece" 
There  1  other  Mpiece  we  *e*w-  iaifcif-e-??" 
•%  that  is  slang  term  we  refer  2  in  life  &  that  lawye 
A  Mpiece  this  case,  1  who  pleads  case  of  another 

&  this  what  we  as  xpians  must/,-,  should  do. 
cWe  2  B  mpieces  of  G. 
This  what  Micah  was  &  all  other  proph's 
.e  2  B  proph's,  not  in  sense  Is,  Jere,  Ezek,  etc, 
but  B  Mpieces  in  that  we  speak  out  3=  4  G. 

Hue  &  cry  in  nat.  what  wrong  our  country? 
What  happ  leaders?   Where  we  turn? 
Answers  2  all  quests  remain  each  us  individ 
If  not  like  what  go  on,  (&  all  must  agree  we  don "I 
then  must  speak  out  B  herd 

But  again  peop  ask, "What  can  1  person  do?" 

(Illustration  one  man  in  arenea) 
Not  many  us  have  oppor  make  change  in  world, 
But  reform  or  reviv  any  kind  begin  i  man. 
Jomeone  must  start,  &  if  1  starts  no  know  where  end 

1  mother  Charleston  W.Va,  start  campaign  gainst 
school  books 
Pe   aps  we  need  check  our  system,  instead  ask  what 
wrong  with  kids 
We  can  speak  out  by  let  pres, congress  know  what  we 
want  &  do  not  want. 
We  can  go  out  vote  2  elect  rt  peop  officj 

Black  comic  Dick  Gregory  say,  "We  can  decide  not  to 
be  controlled  by  a  few  degenerate  men,"  8s  he  right 

We  can  use  voice  thru  pen  as  well  as  v&cal 
But  we  need  B  mpieces  by  all  we  s-^y  &  do, 
3y  live  closer  G  we  show  word/deed  we  witnesses  4  Lor 
in  all  of  life. 

Let  us  never  thinkselves  be  "Only  A  Mouthpiece"  4 

we  must  B  more  than  that.   Anyone  can  B  just  that 
unfort  many  xpians  just  this. 

G.  needs  each  &  every  1  speak  out/witness  4  Lord 

all  areas  life  . 

jet  us  ins  ted  each  b  tha*  mpiece  makes  us  instr  4  G. 


_,  "Only  A  Mouthpiece!" 

Text:  Micah  3:11 ,12, 

"Her  heads  judge  for  reward,  and  her  priests  teach  for  hire,  and  her  prophets 
vine  for  money;  yet  will  they  lean  upon  the  Lord  and  say,  Is  not  the  Lord 
among;  us,  No  evil  can  come  upon  us.  Therefore  shall  Zion  for  your  sake  be 
plowed  as  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  the 
house  as  the  high  places  of  the  forest." 

Scripture:  Matthew  23:15-33. 

If  I  were  to  ask  you,  "What  is  a  Pharisee?",  most  of  you  would  answer 
they  were  men  who  observed  the  law.   Some  of  you  would  probably  say  that 
they  were  men  who  were  disliked  and  distrusted  by  Jesus  and  His  followers. 
Both  answers  are  correct.   But,  we  should  first  of  all  state  in  fairness  to 
them  th  t  the  Pharisees  were  the  most  religious  people  who  ever  lived.   If 
the  strict  adherence  to  rules  and  regulations  and  laws  were  salvation,  then 
the  Pharisees  weuld  be  the  first  in  the  kingdom.   Their  problem  was  they 
became  overzealous  to  interpret  the  letter  of  the  law.   Here  is  where  they 
came  into  conflict  with  Jesus  Christ.  .le   read  as  our  Scripture  a  scorching 
attack  upon  these  men,  and  how  they  were  leading  many  to  be  d  omed  to  hell, 
[     ipiy  because  xkKX  of  their  interpretation  of  the  law. 

But  the  really  strange  thing  about  all  of  this  is  that  approximately  8 
centuries  teefore  this  a  man  stood  before  the  leaders  as  well  as  the  people 
of  Israel,  and  condemned  them  for  the  very  same  things.   Naturally  he  did 
not  use  the  same  language  or  speak  out  as  authoritatively  as  Jesus,  but  his 
message  was  similar,  and  he  was  speaking  for  God. 

The  mans  name  was  Micah,  and  his  message,  axxiaas  is  to  be  found  in  7 
shopt  chapters  in  the  book  named  after  him.   The  portion  that  I  am  making 
reference  to  this  morning  is  found  in  the  3rd  chapter  and  ikE  using  the 
11th  and  the  -12th  verses.   V/e  read  there,  (read  text). 

What  Micah  was  saying  was  that  it  was  money  and  not  principle  that  guided 
the  leaders  in  their  dealings.   He  is  referring  to  judges  accepting  bribes 
and  for. /ruling  in  favor  of  those  who  could  pay-ithem  the  most.  The  priests 
i«  takes  to  task  because  they  cater  to  those  who  can  influence  them  the  most. 
ifx&xpxxKxfexHxsxpKxdxfegcxxBiBK&HK  A  priest  was  the  keeper  of  the  sacred  law, 
and  it  was  also  his  duty  to  xExsia  reveal  it  to  the  people  through  his  words 
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as  well  as  by  his  life.   The  prophets  were  attavked  by  Micah  because  of  the 
p   ctice  of  prophesying  for  money.   In  other  words  if  a  person  came  and  gave 
them  a  certain  sum  of  money,  then  the  prophet  would  prophecy  good  things 
for  that  person,  not  speaking  the  truth  as  God  would  revela  it  through  the 
prophet,  but  speaking  what  that  person  paid  to  hear.   The  art  off  devining 
was  similar  to  that  of  fortunetelling.   Those  who  divined  told  the  future 
by  casting  lots,  or  observing  flights  of  birds  or  some  other  things.   It 
would  be  sort  of  like  the  amusing  ways  we  tell  it  will  be  a  hard  kxk±k  or 
easy  winfeer  by  the  stripes  om  the  wooly  worm,  or  by  how  early  the  birds  head 
South  or  some  of  the  other  things  we  use  as  guides.   But  these  people  did 
not  do  it  out  of  amusement,  but  for  money. 

And  to  compound  the  problem  Micah  points  out,  they  do  all  of  this  under 
the  guise  of  being  religious,  and  having  the  continued  protection  of  God. 
"Yet  will  they  lean  upon  the  Lord  and  say,  Is  not  the  Lord  among  us.  No  evil 
c   come  upon  us."  So  Micah  confronts  this  group  of  leaders  with  their 
shameless  and  mercenary  ways,  and  he  passes  a  sweeping  judgement  on  them  k±± 
and  nn  all  their  works.   He  says,  "Therefore  shall  Zion  for  your  sake  be 
plowed  as  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  the 
house  as  the  high  places  of  the  forest." 

He  is  telling  them  that  Zion,  which  is  another  term  for  Jerusalem,  will 
be  destroyed,   This  prophet  has  the  nerve  to  stand  forth  and  shout  that  their 
beloved  national  shrine  is  to  be  completely  and  utterly  destroyed.   That  it 
was  to  become  just  like  plowed  ground.   All  of  their  homes  and  things  they 
own  and  hold  dear.   And  most  of  all  this  an  affront  to  even  think  of  such 
dire  circumstances  for  this  is  the  City  o£  David  and  the  home  of  their 
beloved  Temple. 

One  of  the  oft  repeated  assurance  of  the  priesthood  and  of  the  prophets, 
\  j  that  Zion  would  not  be  destooyed.   God  might  punish  the  people  for  their 
sins  and  rain  his  wrath  upon  them,  but  He  would  never  destroy  His  Temple. 
The  religious  leaders  fea  almost  to  a  man,  were  certain  that  Jeruasalem  would 
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never  be  destroyed,  Somehow  or  other  God  would  intervene  and  not  let  this 
a   >en.  Bo  you  can  imagine  how  well  received  this  bit  of  news  was  from  this 
prophet. 

But  Micah  pointed  out  in  his  words,  "For  your  sake."  Bacause  of  you,  this 
id  going  to  happen.  You  are  bringing  it  about.  Bacause  of  you  this  must  srome 
to  pass.  Picture  if  you  will  how  these  people  must  have  felt  when  hearing 
this  distressing  news.   As  they  looked  about  them  at  the  beautiful  buildings 
and  wonderful  city,  with  its  magnificent  temple  with  its  stately  colinms  and 
pillars,  its  courts  and  its  altars,  and  all  of  this  was  going  to  be  reduced 
to  rubble.   Could  anyone  bear  this  burden  to  even  think  of  such  wanton  de- 
struction?  But  we  do  know  that  in  586  BG  the  city  and  the  Temple  were 
burned.   Thus  Micah's  prophecy  did  come  true.   But  even  with  all  of  this 
history  behind  them,  you  would  think  that  the  Jewish  people  would  have  learned 
from  experienc  e .  KfflEXTraXi&tOgK^XiiraBKax^ 

f  xggggXptSKMifls: . IpJlavalXXa&MgX-KK&iO  Bo  it  is  not  surprising  that  in  the 
time  of  Jesus  He  was  lashing  out  at  the  same  kind  of  thinking  and  the  same 
kind  of  people.   But  one  need  not  stop  there,  we  only  need  look  at  our  age 
and  our  times  and  we  can  see  that  we  are  still  surrounded  by  these  kinds  of 
people  . 

In  our  nation  today  we  see  that  the  sins  of  our  larger  cities  as  well 
as  the  sins  of  our  smaller  cities  have  increased  by  a  large  percentage. 
The  crime  rate  is  up,  immorality  is  rampant,  and  in  general  sin  is  raging 
on  all  sides.   What  a  challenge  that  is  set  before  the  Christian  in  todays 
world,  to  speak  out  against  the  sin  and  corruption  just  as  Jesus  and  Micah 
did,  [ile   cannot  overcome  sin  andcdegeneracy  by  remaining  mute.   We  need 
instead  to  become  "Mouthpieces"  as  it  were  forvGod.   What  is  a  "Mouthpiece?" 
There  are  several  definitions  e   But  the  one  I-  like  is  the"  dsf  initiorfithat-<Ls 
v   *  as (slang*  A  '"Mouthpiece  according  "to  tb,isrcLeFinitlon  is  a  lawyer 7  or 
,one'_  who- "stands  arid  "pleads  -another's  case.  '  j  :iSafiT~pleafted  God*  s  case'  to  the 
a^etsglS;.  -  ^esasCpieaded^-GoMT1  S-  cask '  to  the  ^eSple^Sio . 
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that  is 
In  musical  circles  a  "Mouthpiece"  is  an  object  xSkh  placed  on  the  end  of  an 

when 
inr  -ument,  and  the  instrument  is  played  it  helps  to  bring  forth  beautiful 

music.   But  if  the  "Mouthpiece"  is  just  lying  on  a  shelf  or  table,  it  is 

just  that,  "Only  A  Mouthpiece."  There  is  one  other  "Mouthpiece"  that  we  refer 

to  in  life,  and  that  is  the  xMsx£fc£±K£BX  slang  terra  we  apply  to  a  lawyer.   A 

"Mouthpiece  in  this  case  is  one  who  pleads  the  cause  of  another.  And  this  is 

what  we  as  Christians  are  to  be  and  do.   We  are  to  be  "mouthpieces "of  God. 

This  is  what  Micah  was,  and  all  the  other  prophets.   We  are  to  be  prophets, 

not  so  much  in  the  sense  as  Isaiah,  Ezekiel,  Jeremiah,  Micah  and  the  others. 

But  to  he  Mouthpieces  in  that  we  speak  out  and  for  God. 

The  hue  and  cry  in  our  nation  today  is,  "What  is  wrong  with  our  nation?" 
What  has  happened  to  our  leaders?  Where  are  we  to  turn?  "  The  answers  to  all 
of  these  questions  remain  with  each  of  us  undividually.   If  we  do  not  like 
what  is  going  on,  and  I  think  we  can  all  agree  we  do  not,  then  we  must  speak 
OU-1-  and  be  heard.   But  again  people  ask,  "What  can  one  person  do?" 
(Illustration  of  man  who  braved  the  arena  pg  86  Barclay,  Matthew  vol  2  ) 

Not  many  or  perhaps  any  of  us  may  ever  have  this  kind  of  opportunity  to 

make  changes  in  the  world.    But  a  reformation  or  revival  of  any  kind,  begins 

with  just  one  man.   Someone  must  start  it.   It  can  begin  in  a  haaa  private 

home,  or  where  an  individual  works.   But  if  one  man  or  woman  starts  it,  no 

one  can  ever  know  where  it  will  end.   A  gxsrsqa  mother  in  Charleston  West  Virginia 

questioned  the  textbooks  this  year  that  are  authorized  by  the  schhol  borad 

as  required  reading  in  the  school.   One  mother  against  a  sc]  ool  bo  rd.    Changes 

are  being  instituted  in  the  system  there.   Perhaps  we  need  to  question  what 

is  being  taught  in  our  schools  here,  to  see  if  perhaps  there  are  influences 

being  exerted  on  our  children  that  should  not  be  exerted.   We  can  speak  out 

by  writing  our  president  and  our  congressmen  to  lettthem  know  how  we  feel 

We  can  also  speak  out  be  voting  • 
a1   it  some  of  the  irresponsible  things  that  are  going  on.  SktExxxxtraxxMH 

sa^xfeExxMsKfekiiiffKKKXXHHix^axKXXSfftxicsxiaHESX  The  black  commedian  Dick  Gregory 
says,  "We  can  decide  not  to  be  controlled  by  a  few  degenerate  men,"  and  he 
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is  right.   We  can  use  our  voice  through  pen  ami  as  well  as  being  vocal. 

But  ihove  all  we  need  to  also  be  "Mouthpieces"  by  all  of  what  we  say  and. 

do.  3y  living  cloeer  to  God  we  can  show  by  word  and  deed,  that  we  are  the 

witnesses  for  our  Lord,  in  all  of  life.   But  let  us  never  think  of  ourselves 

as  being  ittaicfcyxiteiEfcfcpxHixsx  "Snly  A  Mouthpiece"  for  we  must  be  more  than  that  . 
Anyone  can  be  just  that,  and  unfortunately  too  many  Xpians  are  just  this. 
God  needs  each  and  everyone  of  us  speaking  out  and  witnessing  about  our  Lord, 

"Mouthpiece" 
in  all  areas  of  life.   Let  us  each  instead,  be  that  iirxfeoraiKHi  that  makes 

us  an  instrument  for  God, 


Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised: 

in  the  city  of  our  God,  in  the  mountain  of  His 
holiness. 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Twentieth   Sunday  After  Pentecost  Octoher  20,     1 37^ 

Rev.   Ralph  C,   Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn   Stefhensqn.    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Paula   Stephenson*    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

~~~~~~~~~~~^~~^0ROEfl~GF~W)RSH J?   lT700  O." 
Prelude  Music:        "The  Lost  Chord"  Sullfvan 

"Tranqu  i l j  ty"  Clarke 

Si  lent  Praver 

•Processional  Hymn  No,    50     "Still,    still  m  th  Thee" 

•Ascription  -  Choral   Amen 

*ExHofiTAT I  ON 

♦Confession   (In  Unison)   "Have  mercy  upon  us,   0  God,    according 
to   thy  lov  img-kr  npness  ',   according   to   the  multitude  of  thy 

TENDER    MERCIES     BLOT     OUT    OUR    TRANSGRESSIONS.        WaSH    US     THOROUGH' 
LV     FROM    OUR     INIQUITIES,     A  NO     CLEANSE    US     FROM    OUR     SINS*         FqR    WE 

acknowledge  our  transgressions,  and  our  sin  is  £ver  before  us 
Purge  us  and  we  shall  se  clean:  wash  us  and  we  shall  be  whjte 
than  snow-  cpeate  in  us  clean  hearts^  0  god,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  with  us.  cast  u6  not  away  from  thy  presence, 
and  take  not  thy  holy  &p  1  r i t  from  us.  amen."  -  -psalm  5' 

•Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Pra  I SE 

*Pastqr:   1Q  Lord  open  our  lips, 

*People!  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 
•Dokology   No.  55  ' 
Scripture  Lesson:   Genesis  ki    I-I5 
Hymn  No.  275     "0  Love  of  Goo  most  full11 
♦Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles1  Creed) 
*Glori a  Patri 
•Call  to  Praver 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People;  And  with  thy  spirit* 
•Pastor  i  Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Baptism  of  Infant  -  Jennifer  Marie  Sysert  born  Sept. 5 

to  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Robert  Svbert 
Ottering 

Offertory     "Autumn"  Stickles 

J 


Solo:  "In  the   Image  of  God"  Peterson 

-  Von  Malqnev 

Sermon:  "RAISING  ABEL!" 

Prayer  and   Logo's   Praver 
•Hymn  of  Dedication   No.    2&9   "Soldiers   of  Christ,    arise" 

{Standing   for   all  TKfttt  verses) 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:  "Postlude    in  F"  Thvgerson 

----------  *Congreeati on   Standing  ----- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  Armstrong  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones". 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are:    *Paul   Rjemer,    Daryl  TaIt, 

John  Dreher,    Gary  Penar,    Don  Kkngsley. 
Deaconess  Mrs.    Ann  Williams   will   represent  Council  at 

the  door   today. 
TONIGHT   -   7: no  -   YOUTH    FELLOWSHIP  -  each  youth    is 

ASKCO     TO     BR  I  NG     A     STAPLES. 

MONDAY    -   7:3a   -    FIDELITY    BIBLE  CLASS  MEETING. 
WED,    -  700  -  CONSTITUTIONAL  REVISION   CGVM.    MEETING. 
Nursery   will   be   provided   today   by  Mrs.   Margaret  Covert 
and  Patty  Basehore. 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was  212. 
— ^  Hosp 1  tali  zed :      Mi ss   Clara   Shakely,    Mrs.    Eli zabeth 
S        Clark,    BCMH ;    Everett  WcCandlesb  -  West  Penn  H0sp. 
Pitts.;   Leo  Baldauf  -  VA  Hospital. 
We  would   like   to   extend  our   Congratulate onb    to 
*—~y  Mr,    A  Mrs.    Coyle  Fowler  who  are   celebrating  their 
^     IiCth  Weooing  Anniversary   today   -  Best  Wishes. 
World   Community  Day  -  Friday  -  Nov.     1st   at  Grace 
Lutheran  Church  -  7*-30  P.M.   Subject  -"They  Have  A 
Dream"   by  Mas.   Oakley  Weaver.      Sponsored   by  Greater 
Area  Council  of  Churches, 
"^>A   baby  girl   was    born   to  Mr.    &  ttafi»    Larry  R.    Falkner, 
k\    Carol  Drive   Saxqnburg    16056  -  Oct.    1st.    North 
Hills   Passavant  Hosp...    (Mrs.    former  Ann   Stroup) 
i    would   like   to  thank   the   council  members  for  voting 

TO  SUPPORT  ME  IN  MY  TRIP  TO  DaYtoNa  BeACH  NEXT  MARCH 
FOR  THE  EVANGELISM  SEMINAR.   W|THOUT  THEIR  SUPPORT, 
J   COULD  NOT  ATTEND,  -  -  -  ThaNK  YOU,    DEB  MELTON* 

Rev.  Granville  Cooper  was  made  Chaplain  of  Sunnyview 
Home  -  he  i  s  so  happy  and  we  are  happy  for  him. 
~^-^Next  Suntay  -  3:00  P.M,  -  Special  Communion  Service 

'"*  FOR     THE     S-HUT-IN3t     AT     THE    CHURCH* 


from  all  this  we  gather  3eai  someramg  rrom  wmon  d. 
need  3  delivered  E4  consumes  individ  completely  & 
SMB&   leads  dire  circun. 
C  guilty  overwhelm  anger,  read,  "So  0  was  very  angr^ 


"Raising  Abel!" 


An(jir  nother  emot  need  control 
Uncontrolled  anger  perhaps  been  respons  more  deths 
bo   ly  injury  any  other  emot. 
Vit;  Hugo  "Pride  robs  me  of  God,  envy  of  my  neighboi 
anger  of  myself. " 
From  this  short  va  C  inflame  jeal/anger/consum  anijer 
4  brother  •      f$ 
So  much  so,  he  lured  broe  field  kill  him 
C'a  action  separate  from  G. 
■;ven  2  this  day  when  some  1  in  wrongdoing  what 
do  say? 
Vie  say,  "lie/she  r-,ise  C,"  do  we  not? 

Sometimes  we  laff  as  tho  funny  which  isn't. 
We  say  bout  young  fellow,  "Must  sow  wild  oats." 
or,  "He  must  raise  C." 
But  does  he? 
Is  rt  us  say  boys  B  boys,  or  girls  do  those  things 
Is  rt  us  pass  off  sin  this  way? 
Should  we  not  insted  B  strive  teach  children/selves, 
"Raise  Abel? 

Wouldn't  3  better  all  concern  we  strove  emulate 
good  bros  insted  bad  1? 
We  all  fall  heif sins  flesh  3cause  4fathers, 
but  just  cause  we  heirs  sin,  does  not  nean  we  need 
wallow  in  it,  2   know  what  it  is. 

There  those  who  lead  us  this  kind  think,  &  because 
of i   we  have  all  kinds  loose  living  2day. 

We  nave  free  love/free  sex/new  morality  &  all  other 

poor  excuses  flagrant  sin  which  rampant  on  scene  2dj 
Xg  peop  ask  us,  "How  can  I  know  I  can  live  with  cert 
girl  unless  I  1st  live  2gether  no  get  married?/' 

WE  H  told  yg  peop  must  experiment  drugs  know  how  to 

avoid  them. 
If  we  follow  this  equation  to  logical  conclusion,  I 
supoose  I  need  go  out  rob  bank  know  what  steal  is. 

Or,  1  need  murder  somel  know  what  kill  i3, 
All  which  make  no  more  sense  than  other  arguments 
can  3  used  salve  conscience  anyl  who  wants  flag- 
rantly do  wrong  ■•  sin. 
G.  tell  us  thru  1.  in  Romans,  "The  wages  of  sin  is 
deth." 
'this  Jtert  took  place  episode  •  '. 


A. 


Text:  Gen  4:5,  "But  for  (lain  anri  his  offering  He 
bad  no  ro-ard.  ,o  :-.\  ■■■■■■  very 
angry  ana  his   countenance   fell. 


-icripture   Gen.    4:1-15 

From  story  Cain/Abel  lot  said,  lot  left  undaid 
We  read  1st  part  4th  chap  A  shepherd/Cain  farmer 
1  keeper  sheep/other  tiller  of  ground 
Both  worthwhile  reputable  occupations. 

Then  read  G  brot  offer  fruit  of  ground 
S;  A  bring  Istlings  of  flock  as  offer  to  G. 
Read  Lord  had  regard  for  A  "•  offer,  then  T3XT  (reai 

several  theories  as  why  A  accepted  ?;.  0  not 
1st  A  brot  animal  offer  &  C  did  not 
Animal  could  B  sac  Si  shed  blood  cleanse  from  sin 
&  C  brot  grain/cereal  offer  ?<-.  not  proper  offer 
If  theory  correct,  ask,  'Where  does  state  C  &  A  to 
bring  animal  offer?" 
Answer:  this  not  purt  text  &.   not  spelled  out  here. 

2nd  theory:  A  brot  animal  no  spot  blemish  &  C  brot 
second  ban  best  of  what  he  had. 
This  plausible  Z-.  -explain  why  G  regard  A,  &  not  C. 
Also  from  this  we  derive  bring  best  to  G. 

Along  all  this  we  C  logical  progression  sin  in  world 
&  in  man  life  stemming  from  orig  sin  Ad/Eve  in  garde] 
we  read  (Text), 
thus  1st  fruits  sin 

.e  S  not  only  outward  anger/but  C  hatred/ jealousy 
I      all  cause  aome  1  looked  on  more  favor 

Do  not  nean  imply  A  more  special  site  of  G, 
but  must  realise  iomething  A  did  placed  his  offer 
ahead  of  G's  offer. 
Hence,  must  believe  A  offer  better  than  C. 

If  look  G's  feelings  J  they  still  with  us  2day  i 
need  dealt  with 
G  must  had  intense  feel  jealousy  Bause  statement, 
"and  ill';  OountenpflCfj  tsf       " 
i  Cher  words,  3  Li3sapointed  cause  offer  no  recei' 
like  A's 
Thus  C  give  vent  intense  feel  if  left  uncontrolli 
gnaws/eata  persons  very  insides  -■'■.   erupts  flagran" 
act  to  person  whom  directed 
js  diet  define  Jeal  as  somel  who  resentful/envious 
Ghrysostom  "As  a  moth  gnaws  a  garment,  so  doth  envy 
consume  a  man." 
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cc  wueouer  we  au.iu.LT;  or  noi;,  it;  nappens  m  JLxves      J  ~~ 
each  us,  when  we  disobey  God  have  us  do, 

(Illustration  Leonardo  fJeVinci  &  2  models) 
may  think  no  pay  penalty  sin,  but  we  >© 
from  this  illus  we  C  sin  leaves  mark  someway  upthn 
s~   sr. 
Terhaps  it  not  always  evident  exterior  phys  feeturt 
but  distorts/wrinkles/twists/warps  soul. 

But  prob  with  man  always  been  he  equates  life  that 
of  others. 

We  look  life  of  C  exclaim,  "I  do  things  that  wrong, 

but  I  no  guilty  murder  my  bros." 

Perhaps  not,  but  we  can  B  so  overcome  deal,  we  defame 
somel  life/charadter  we  all  but  kill  physically. 
We  may  show  so  much  hatred  2  nother,  we  not  only  fil 
selves  such  poisonness  thots  that  stunt  Xpian  growth 
but  may  unwittingly  cause  somel  do  something  rash 
by  our  rumors  or  gossip. 

We  may  Bcome  so  filled  anger  we  provoke  somel  lash 
out  2  nother  in  violent  words/deeds. 

Yes,  may  not  be  guilty  as  G, 

but  we  all  capable  his  deeds  in  diff  ways  equl  dedly 

But  as  all  such  area  life,  there  chance  live  act  as 
should. 
We  need  not  resign  selves  be  separated  from  G  as  G 
4  even  tho  C  bansih  from  presence  of  G,  still  he 
no  destroyed,      &/<■<-  +>*.■ 
This  indication  G  not  will  destroy  His  creation. 

/e  -ay  assur.  pardon,  "G  has  no  pleasure  deth  of 
wic^  d,  but  that  wicked  turn  from  his  way  \   live." 
TEIs   only  poss  by  come  2  Sp.  confess  sin  &  trust 
Him  4  forgiveness, 

But  also  means  we  each  must  begin  "Raising  Abel."  in 
lives,  insted  "Raise  Gain." 
Anyone  can  "Raise  Gain"  but  takes  person  wants  live 
as  Xpian  to  "Raise  Abel,  A   ■  w#*   w^,- 

&  thus  by  "Raising  Abel"  we  show  we  followers  Xp, 
&  we  can  not  only  live  this  way  in  our  lives,  but 
we  can  pass  it  on  2  our  fams, /friends. 

Let  us  all  strive  live  anew  by  "Raising  Abel." 


"Raising  Abel ! " 

Text:  Gen.  4:5,  "But  for  Cain  and  his  offering  He  had  no  regard.   So  Cain  was 
very  angry  and  his  countenance  fell." 

c-^ripture  Gen.  4:1-15 

(Joke  or  illustration  to  begin) 

Prom  the  story  of  Cain  and  Abel  there  is  a  lot  that  is  said,  but  there  is 
also  a  lot  that  is  left  unsaid.   We  read  in  the  first  part  of  this  4th  chapter 
how  Abel  w^s  a  keeper  of  sheep  and  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.   One  is 
a  shepherd  and  one  a  farmer.   Both  worthwhile  and  reputable  occupations. 
Then  we  read  how  Cain  brought  an  offering  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  and 
Abel  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his  flock  as  an  offering  to  God.   Then 
we  read  that  the  Lord  had  regard  for  Abels  affering,  but  that  He  had  no  re- 
gard for  the  offering  of  C8±n.   '.There  have  been  several  theories  presented 
as  to  Kkyxfckixx  how  and  why  the  Lord  would  regard  one  and  not  the  other. 
The  first  theory  is  that  Abel  brought  an  animal  offering  that  could  be  sac- 
""'ficed,  and  it  required  the  shedding  of  tha  animals  blood  for  the  cleansing 
of  sin,  and  since  what  Cain  beought  was  probably  cereal  or  grain  as  an  offer- 
ing, it  was  not  the  proper  type  of  ofiering.   .Tow  if  this  theory  is  correct 
we  must  ask  the  question,  "//hare  does  it  state  that  Cain  and  Abel  were  told 
to  bring  an  animal  offering?"   The  answer  of  course  is  that  this  is  not  a 
part  of  the  text,  and  it  is  not  spelled  out  as  such. 

A  second  theory  advanced  is  that  tohat  Abel  brought  was  an  animal  without 
spot  or  blemish  and  what  Cain  brought  to  be  offered  to  the  Lord  was  less  than 
the  ver;/  best  fruit  of  the  ground.   This  is  a  more  plausible  explanation  and 
would  explain  why  God  would  have  regard  for  the  offering  of  Abel  and  not 
have  regard  for  the  offering  of  Cain.   ±kxs  It  is  also  from  this  theory 
that  vie  derive  our  thinking  about  bringing  the  very  best  we  have  to  God. 

3ut  along  with  this  we  can  also  see  the  logical  progression  of  sin  in 
w  porld  and  in  the  life  of  man,  stemming  from  the  original  sin  of  Adam  and 
Eve  in  the  garden.   We  read  in  the  5th  verse,  "But  for  Cain  and  his  offering 
he  had  no  regard.   So  Cain  waS  very  angry  and  his  countenance  fell."   Thus 
we  see  the  firstfruits  of  sin.   We  see  not  only  outward  anger,  but  we  see 
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hatred  and  jelousy  as  well.,&  All  because  someone  is  looked  upon  with  more 
do 
ror.  Now  I  sraaist  not  mean  to  imply  that  Abel  was  more  special  in  the  sight 

of  Sod,  and  thereby  received  special  regognition,  but  by  this  story  we  must 

realize  that  something  Abel  did,  placed  his  offering  ahead  of  that  of  Gain. 

Hence,  we  must  believe  that  on  the  strength  of  what  we  read,  Abel's  offering 

must  have  been  better  than  that  of  Gain.   If  we  look  at  the  progression  of 

feelings  that  Gain  must  have  lived  through,  we  can  see  that  each  one  of  them 

is  still  with  us  today  and  need  to  be  dealt  with  in  our  lives. 

Cain  must  have  had  an  intense  feeling  of  jealousy  because  of  the  statement, 
"and  his  countenance  fell."   In  other  words  he  was  dissapointed  xh  because 
his  offering  was  not  received  by  God  in  the  same  as  Abel's,   Thus  Gain  was 
giving  vent  to  an  Intense  feeling  that  if  left  uncontrolled,  gnaws  and  eats 
at  a  person's  very  insides  until  it  erupts  in  some  flagrant  act  toward  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  directed.   ..'ebster's  dictionary  defones  jealousy  as 
f  neone  who  is "resentful,  or  envious."   St.  Chrysbstom  says,  "As  a  moth 
gnaws  a  garment  so  doth  envy  consuije  a.  man." 

Prom  all  of  this  we  can  readily  gather  that  jealousy  is  something  from 
which  we  need  to  be  delivered  before  it  consumes  the  individual  completely 
and  leads  to  dire  consequences. 

Cain  was  guilty  of  an  overwhelming  hatred  for  his  brother  a±  for  we  rend, 
"So  Gain  was  very  angry."   Anger  is  another  emotion  that  needs  to  be  con- 
trolled. Uncontrolled  anger  has  perhaps  feeen  responsible  for  more  deaths  and 
bodily  injury  than  perhaps  any  other  emotion.  Victor  Hugo  once  said,  ".ride 
robs  me  of  God,  envy  of  my  neighbor,  anger  of  myself."   Go  from  this  one 
short  verse  we  can  see  that  Gain  became  inflamed  with  jealousy,  anger  and 
a  consuming  hatred  for  his  brother,   oo  much  so,  that  he  lured  him  out  into 
a  field  and  killed. him.   Thus  we  can  see  where  Gain's  actions  separated  him 

Dm  God.   And  even  to  this  day  what  is  it  we  say  when  someone  is  involved 
in  flagrant  wrongdoing?   We  say  he  or  she  is  "Raising  Cain"  do  we  not? 
Sometimes  we  accompany  the  statement  with  laughter  as  though  it  is  something 
funny,  which  it  isn't,   vie  say  of  a  young  fellow  that  "He  has  to  sow  his  wild 
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oats,"  or  that  he  has  to  "Raise  Cain,"  but  does  he?   Is  it  right  for  us  to 

is  off  sin  and  misbehaviour  with  inane  remarks  such  as  that,  or  to  let  it 

go  as  boys  will  be  boys,  or  girls  will  do  those  things?   Should  we  not 

instead  be  striving  to  teach  our  children  and  ourselves  to  "Raise  Abel"? 

Wouldn't  it  be  better  for  all  concerned  if  we  strove  to  emulate  the  good 

brother  instead  of  the  bad  one? 

all  have  fallen  heir  to  the  sins  of  the  flesh  because  of  our  early 

forfathers,  but  just  because  we  are  heirs  of  sin,  does  not  mean  that  we 

need  to  wallow  in  it  to  know  what  it  is.   fhere  are  those  who  would  lead  us 

to  this  kind  of  thinking. &  Because  of  it  we  have  all  kinds  of  loose  living 

today.   We  have  free  love,  free  sex,  the  new  morality  and  all  of  the  other 

poor  excuses  for  flagrant  sin  which  are  ramoant  on  the  scene  today.   Young 

ask  or  fellow 

people  xhx±  us,  "How  can  I  know  that  I  can  live  with  a  certain  girl  unless 

unless  we  first  live  together  for  a  while  without  getting  married?"   We 

Id  that  yaioig  people  must  experiment  with  drugs  to  know  how  to  avoid  them. 

If  we  follow  this  equation  to  its  logical  conclusion,  then  I  suppose  I 

need  to  go  out  and  rob  a  bank  in  order  to  know  what  stealing  is.   Or  I  must 

murder  someone  in  order  to  know  enough  not  to  kill.   All  of  which  makes  no 

more  sense  than  any  of  the  other  aurguments  that  can  be  used  to  salve  the 

who 
conscience  of  anyone  ikxi  wants  to  flagrantly  sin  and  do  wrong.   But  God 

tells  us  through  Paul  in  the  letter  to  the  Romans,  "The  wages  of  sin  is 

death,"  and  this  certainly  was  what  took  place  in  the  episode  of  Cain  and 

Abel.   And  whteher  we  want  to  admit  itbor  not  it  happens  in  the  lives  of 

each  one  of  us  when  we  disobey  what  God  would  have  us  to  do. 

xaxK^xih±Hto<MKxa^HXHsxx^3^±^xaxprisKxxHExs±Ei^:xk[cfc 

(Illustration  Leonardo  BeVinci  and  two  models) 

:e  may  think  we  are  hot  paying  a  penalty  for  sin,  but  we  are,   From 

lis  illustration  we  can  see  that  sin  leaves  its  mark  in  some  way  upon  the 

sinner.   Perhaps  it  is  not  always  evident  on  the  exterior  physical  features, 

but  it  distorts  xsdt   wrinkles, ikKxamridc  SHBfc  twists  and  warps  the  soul. 
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3ut  the  problem  with  man  has  always  been  that  he  equates  his  life  with 
at  of  others.   Msh  We  look  at  the  life  of  Gain  and  we  exclaim,  "I  aay  do 
things  that  are  wrong,  but  I've  never  been  guilty  of  murdering  my  brother. 
Perhaps  not,  but  we  can  be  so  overcome  with  jealousy  that  we  defame  some ones 
life  and  character,  that  we  all  but  kill  them  physically „  ",/e  may  show  so 
much  hatred  toward  another  person  that  we  not  only  fill  ouBselves  with 
poisonness  thoughts  that  stunt  our  Christian  growth,  but  we  may  unwittingly 
be  responsible  for  soemone  else  doing  something  rash  by  our  rumors  or  gossip. 
;e  may  become  so  filled  with  anger  that  we  provoke  someone  to  lash  out  to 
another  in  violent  words  or  deeds.   Yes,  we  may  not  be  as  guilty  as  Bain, 
but  we  are  all  capable  of  his  deeds  in  a  different  ways  that  are  equally  as 
deadly. 

But  as  in  all  such  areas  of  life  there  is  a  chance  to  live  and  act  as 

we  should.   We  need  not  resign  ourselves  to  being  separated  from  God,  as 

\S  Cain.   7or  even  though  Cain  was  banished  from  the  presence  of  God, 

still  he  was  not  destroyed,  toixwasxEHzmiiKaaxEH  -his  is  an  indication  that 

God  is  not  willing  to  destroy  his  creation.   We  say  in  the  assurance  of 

pardon  that  God  has  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the 

wicked  should  turn  from  their  way  and  live.   This  is  only  possible  by  coming 

to  Christ,  confessing  our  sin  and  trusting  Him  fop  forgiveness. 

each 
But  it  also  means  that  we  must  begin  ixxMZ  "Raising  Abel"  in  our  lives 

instead  of  "Raising  Cain."   Anyone  can  actually  "R^ise  Cain",  but  it  takes 

a  person  who  wants  to  live  as  a  born  again  believer  to "Raise  Abel."  And 

thus  by  "Raising  Abel"  we  show  that  we  are  follows  s  of  Christ,  HKxaKBOTiEH 

live  this  way 
And  we  can  not  only  xkxx  then  in  our  lives,  but  we  can  pass  it  on  to  our 

xxiKiiGtsxKHixXKX&iiKEXX  families  and  friends,  anfakaipXHtkaxs  let  us  all 

strive  to  live  anew,  by  "Raising  Abel." 


As  many  as  are  led  by  the  opirit  of  God,  they  are 
the  sons  of  God* 

The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our- spirit 
t'  jt  we  are  the  children  of  G-od, 

ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Penmsylvawi a 
Reformation   Sunday  October  27,     1 97^ 

Youth  Sunday 

Rev,   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.   Marilvn  Stephenson,    Organist 

Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Di rectos 

Paula   Stephenson,    Brian   Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Autumn11  Chaminade 

"He  That  Believeth"  Frick 

Silent  Prayer 

"Process  ional  Hymn  Mo.    kj>      "When  morning   gilds   the  skies" 

"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

"Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "Most  Merciful  Father,  who  hast 
6ct  ue  in  communities,  and  sound  us  together  by  common 
duties  and  sympathies,  we  lift  our  hearts  to  thee  and 
pray  with  one  accord  that  thou  woulost  send  thy  blessing 
upon  our  city  amd  nation,  prospering  every  honest  man, 
sweeping  away  every  temptatjon  to  evil,  delivering  the 
weak  of  our  people  from  t ntemperanc e  and  vice  of  every 
kind,    feeding   men's   hands  with   labour   and   their  mouths 

Y'lTH     BREAO,      AND    SPREADING     THROUGH     EVERY     HOME     THY     LqVE 

and  knowledge*  that  we  may  praise  thee  evermore  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord-   Amen.1,1 
*Kyr i e   (Chojr,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  or  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Prai se 

"Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

"People!   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

"DoXOLOGY   No,   55 I 

Scripture  Lesson:  Romans  $:    I  — I  I 

Hymn  No*  2g2  "Faith  of  our  Fathers!" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Statement  of  Faith). 
•Gloria  Patri 

"Call  to  Prayer 

"Pastor:  The  Loro  be  with  you, 
"People:   And  with  thy  spirit, 
"Pastor:  Let  ua  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Grayer  Response 


Offer i ng 

Offertory  "Chorale"  Blake 

Reception  of  New  Members 
Anthem:      "They'll  Know  We  Are  Christians"  Scholtes 

Howard   Bocam  -   Guitar;   Roland  Thompson,    Saxaphone. 
Sermon:  "WHY  REFORM?" 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  of   Dedication  No.   2SI    nA  mighty  fortress    is  our 

God" 
"Benediction  and  Three    Fold   Amen 

Organ  Postlude:      "Allegro  Riseluto"  Wilson 

«■—  —  ———■—*    Cong res  at  *  on    Stand  I ng    -------- 

The   Lovely1   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been  placed   by 

Mr.    Lloyd   French    in  memory  of  his    "Wife"   -  Gertrude 

French, 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      "Raymond  Covert,   Robbie 

Vinroe,    Robert   Dellen,    Br»an  Pfabe   and   Steve   Smpth. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,    Charles   Penar  will  represent  Council 

at   the   door  today. 
The   attendance   last   Sunday   was  217- 
Nursery  will   he   provided  today   by  Mrs*    Linda  McMillIn, 

Mrs.    Jane  Armstrong   and  Li?  Armstrong. 
/^Hospi tali  zed-      Mrs.    Elizabeth  Clark,    Mr,   Mike   Nazaruk, 

BCMH;   Mrs,    Vonnie   Payne   -  Jamjsqw  Memorial   Hospital, 

New   Cabtle,    Pa.;   Mr.    Everett  McCandless   -  West   Penn 

Hosp,    Pitts. 
TODAY   -  3:00  P.M.      SPECIAL  SERVICE  FOR  SHUT-INS     [%  rtfr-Z> 

and  Communion   -  anyone  wishing   to   attend  may   do   SO, 
PWE  WELCOME    INTO   OUR    FELLOWSHIP    TODAY: 
By   PROFEseigN   of    Faith: 

Mr.    &  Mrs.    John  Stevenson,    k2$  Miller   St. 

Mrs.    Rose  MgFeaterb,    4-35  Ne**  Castle   St* 
by   Letter   of   Transfer: 

Mr.    Rsbert  Weibenstein,     F20  Cornell   Drive 
>WLD  COMMUNITY    DAY  will   be  observed   on   Friday,    Nov, 

I,    at   the   Grace   Lutheran  Church,    at   7'3^  P-M-      The 

subject,    "They   Have   A  Dream",    will  be   developed   by 

Mrs.    Oakley  Weaver.      The  program    is   sponsored   bv    the 

Women's   Commission  of  the  Greater  Butler   Area  Council 

of   Churches. 

~J/I/e    WELCOME    THOSE    V  I  S  I  T t NG    WITH    U9     TODfcY,      AND     ASK     THAT 

you  sign  the  Guest  Register  to  the  left  of  the  NAVE. 
ySupT     '-y-v/rt  /%*.-.  .-    /  yjr 


% 


This  caps  form  what  set  stage  4  Luth,  2 

Luth  Dad  want  him  be  lawyer. 
~uth  start  out  this  direction 
2  events  change  this, 
1.  good  friend  die  short  after  grad  Erfurt  Univ 

this  shook  yg  Luth 
?.  Walk  forest  thunder  storm,  narrowly  escape 
deth,  on  knees  pray  St.  A-im,  "Help  me  dear  St. 
Anne,  1  will  become  a  monk. 
Thus  enter  Augustinian  monastery  Erfurt 
Luth  in  turmoil  all  monastic  life 
search  peace  soul/concern  no  do  enuf  B  in  Gr.  of 

He  say,  "If  a  monk  could,  have  gone  heaven  by  his  ob- 
servance of  monastic  vows,  1  WoUia  flaVe.h'eeft  fhe  1." 

Prayed  ernest/want  mass, conf , used  all  means  B  devout 
yet  thru  all  this  he  no  certain  love  G  8t  4give  sins 
He  ordained  priesthood  &  celebrate  1st  mass  time 
anxiety  H-   him. 
His  sense  unworthi  &  fear  commit  griev  sin  by 
make  mistake  [gripped  him. 

i erhaps  Oath  doc  elements  did  this. 
At  pt  in  consec_ wine/blood  &  bread/flesh 
This  frighten  Mith  handle  fleah/blood/Jesus 

Become  prof  travel  Koine. 
fell  ground  "Hail  holy  Rome." 
looked  admir  St.  Peters,  ?>-.   looked  spiritual  bless 

;>aid  later  wished  parent  ded,  could  pray  out  purg 
Son  Paul  told  Luth  climb  Pilate  .jtairway  on  knees 
&  wile  do  this  words  Paul  ring  in  ears,  "The  just 
shall  live  by  faith." 
1    Sis  what  start  him  on  ref. 

Al_*i  how  priests  act  flome  convince  bam  ch.  need  ref 
hurried  thru  mass/made  joke  of  it 
Latin  long  &  consec,  bred  thou  art/bred  shall  reita 
Btill  came  home  devout  son  of  church. 

Little  by  little  became  alarmed  conditions  oil  ch. 
3aw  peasants  bilked  of  money,  went  bild  Bt,  Peters 
Indulgences/pay  4  4giveness  sins/even  futureBasil 
'Tr.  Merits/sts,  Js  Xp  stored/peasants  bot 

Coun  Worms/  promised  safe  conduct  pass 
friends  kidnapped  B4  coun  could  nab. 
while  at  Coun  make  famous  remark,  "I  cannot  do 
otherwise.  Here  I  stand.  Ood  help  me." 
this  story  H.  Luth, 
But  is  story  finished?   I  think  not. 


"Why  ieform?" 
Text :  Homans  5  =  1 1 
i   "Therefore,  since  we  are  justified  by  faith, 

we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Js  Xp.' 
Scripture  aomans  5  =  t— 11 

4  \st  few  yrsflef .  Sun.  played  down 

I partie  story  of  M.  Luther  &  how  came  about 

reason;  Ecumenical  Movement." 
not  in  best  interests  2  play  up  ref, 
Horn  Gath  involved  i  no  want  offend. 

-ots  at  times  looked  down  nose  at  rtom  Cath 
we  think  Luther  1  us,  not  them 
but  Luth  no  want  break  with  church,  just  ref. 

Hef  start  .-/ittenburg  Germ  1J17(  at  least  we  think 
but  actually  start  long  4  that  in  910 
many  devout  men  want  cleanse  ch.  within, 
Luth  got  started  big  way,  thus  he  get  credit. 

Ref  start  monastary  Cluny,  West  Fr. 
purpose  ref,  make  clergy /monks  more  pious/moral, 
•ore  concerned  relig  things  life,  inatead/seculf 
movement  spred  til  engulf  all  clergy  by  1st 
half  11th  c. 

\round  1014-  Papacy  had  B  ref. 
5  Popes  each  1  claim  real  1 
this  split  church. 
Germ  Emp.  Henry  III  settle,  choose  1 

hen  Span,  Inq.  &  own  brand  ref. 

..tit  start  means  separate  believer/unbeliever, 

turn  in2  means  torture  peop  extract  conf.  heresy 

0.     ,'Jyclif  ling,  bib  scholar  this  time/ref.  also 
He  oppose  wealth  ch/interfere  clergy  political  li: 
In  partie  oppose  interfere  Pope 
He  translate  Bib  Latin/Bag  1382  -  1J84 

Students  Bohemia  study  Oxford  while  he  teach 
they  return  native  land  spred  doc.  beliefs  VJyclif 
Jn  Huss  become  follow  VJyclif  by  agree  theo  works 
this  put  him  disfavor  with  ch. 
he  summoned  Coun.  Constance  answer  charge  & 
promised  safe  conduct  pass. 

Counc  listen  c  if  influence 

I  yclif  found  guilt;  heresy  &  long  ded  body  ordered 
^ug  up  and  burned  at  stake. 

La  done,  &  Jn  Huss  found  guil ty/epndem/burned 
So  HuSS  exec.  &  ch.  thru  nother  agitator 


1  4  I  Blieve  prot  ch  verge  ref  dif f  sort  3  r 

Ecumen  move  was  strong  G-,  all  denom  press  2  it 
3  called  COCU 
slowly/surely  many  denom  stop  think 

Our  UCC  in  4-front  &  push  again 

I  see  grave  danger  in  it. 

13   nger  lies  hierarchy  setup  N.Y.  &  assume  ident  of 

Jhingness 

I  Blieve  very  sincerely  each  denom  need  ref  self 

I  would   like   see  happen  UCC 
pr?w     OF   Tf+g- 

UCC   Be omey(  Social  G-ospel   uiu-iimbaLud.  Gtjf/fAJ/J 

If  minister  protest  quest  ask,  "Why  Reform?^ 

Are  we  not  doing  bidding  Xp,  we  feed/clothe/free 

from  prison/amnesty  so  forth. 

'•'hy  Ref.  when  we  on  rt  track? 

But  are  we ? 
I  realize  must  take  car  phys  needs , 
but  1st  4most,  must  start  hart  8fc  soul  of  indiv, 
&  when  they  ref  automat  look  out  bros. 

Js  not  instruct  follows  go  &  feed  world, 
Insted,  "Co  and  ma  le  disciples  all  nations" 
He  tell  follows  make  more  follows  Js  Xp 
A  follow  Js  Xp  accepts  Him  by  faith  &  good  works 
naturally  follow 

This  message  Luth  had  given  him  that  stnrt  ref 
I  sure  fellow  clergy  say,  "Why  ref  Martin?" 
Let's  keep  things  as  is, /a  good  thing  do  not  spoil/ 
keep  peasants  igncr  &  work  for  salv/i  there  is 
then  plenty  for  all  of  us. 

But  L  th  not  content  have  hierarchy  off  somewhere 
t-y  ng  from  peasants  &  keep  they  ignor  of  salv. 
.  .1  determ  he  chosen  vessel  of  his  time  2  show 
peas  salv  free  for  taking  &  only  faith  2  receive  it 

(Illustration:  Faith,  vision  of) 

This  must  been  vision  luth  had, 
That  throne  Home,  kingdoms  run  by  clergy  toppled 
&  Js  reign  supreme  all  lives  thruout  world. 

This  vision  U.&  I  need  present  world 
.-'e  need  B  ref  own  rt. 
Rgfs  nation/state/city/neighborhood/selves 

>?-  2  quest.  "Why  Ref?"  many  might  ask, 

.nswer  always  must  B, 
"Because  Js  Xp  demand  this  of  me ,  &  I  must  B  bring 
others  2  Him,  if  I  really  love  Him."   _ 
May  G  give  each„hart  sSxEStf*-.  ^ind  0f.  ref .  '■  -  ..-,- 


rue 


"Why  Reform?" 

Text:  Romans  5  =  1,  "Therefore,  since  we  are  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

bcripture:  Romans  5:1-11 

For  the  past  few  years,  Reformation  Sunday  has  been  played  down,  and  in 
particular,  the  story  of  Martin  Luther  and  how  it  all  dame  about.   The  reason 
being,  that  the  church  throughout  the  world  has  been  involved  in  what  has 
been  called  "The  Ecumenical  Movement,"  and  it  was  not  in  the  best  interests 
of  this  movement  to  play  up  the  Reformation,  since  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
has  been  invovled  in  this  movement  along  with  all  of  the  Protestant  bodies. 

A  part  of  this  thinking  has  been  due  to  the  fact  that  we  of  the  Protest- 
ants have  had  a  tendency  to  look  down  our  noses  at  our  -'oman  Catholic  brethrena. 

olaira  Martin  Luther  as  one  of  us  and  not  one  of  them.   But  the  truth  of 
the  matter  has  always  been  thr>t  Martin  Luther  never  had  any  intention  of 
leaving  the  Ionian  Catholic  church,  and  only  did  so  reluctantly  when  he  could 
'   nothing  else. 

The  Reformation  as  we  know  it  was  sfearted  in  Jittenburg  Germany  in  the 
year  1517  when  Martin  Luther  posted  his  ninety  five  theses  on  the  door  of 
the  cathedral  there.  But  actually  the  Reformation  did  not  start  in  1517,  but 
had  its  start  in  the  year\r910.   Before  Luther  ever  came  upon  the  scene  there 
were  many -devout  men  who  tried  to  reform  the  church  from  within,  but  because 
Luther  was  able  to  get  it  started  in  such  a  big  way,  he  received  all  the 
credit  for  it. 

Rne  Reformation  started  in  the  Monastary  at  Cluny  in  Western  Prance, 
The  purpose  of  the  reform  was  to  make  the  clergy  and  the  monks  more  pious , 
more  moral,  and  more  concerned  with  the  religious  things  of  life  instead  of 
the  secular  things  of  the  world.   The  movement  spread  until  it  enpjulfed  all 
of  the  clergy  by  the  first  half  od  the  11th  century. 

Then  around  1044  the  Papacy  itself  had  to  be  reformed  for  at  this  time 
there  were  three  Popes,  each  Tie  claiming  to  be  the  real  one.   This  really 
split  the  church  asunder.  Pinally  the  issue  was  settled  bybtiie  German 
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Emperor  Henry  III.,  by  Tnis  selection  of-  one  over  the  others.   It  was  after 
t1  *s  that  the  Spanish  Inquisition  came  along  with  its  own  brand  of  reform. 
What  started  out  to  be  a  means  of  separating  the  believers  from  the  un- 
believers turned  into  a  means  of  torturing  people  to  extract  confessions  of 
heresy  from  them.   John  ',/ycliff  of  England  not  only  was  a  great  biblical 
scholar  at  this  time,  but  he  was  also  a  reformer.   He  opposed  the  wealth  of 
the  church  and  the  Interference  of  the  clergy  in  political  life.   In  particular 
he  opposed  the  interference  of  the  lope.   He  translated  the  Bible  from  the 
Latin  into  English  between  1322  and  1334.  Some  students  from  3ohemia  studied 
at  Oxford  when  jycliff  lecture  there.   They  returned  to  their  native  land 
and  spread  the  doctrines  and  writings  of  v/ycliff .   John  Huss  became  a  follower 
of  jycliff  by  his  agreement  with  the  theological  works  of  Vycliff „   This  put 
him  in  disfavor  with  the  church  and  he  was  summoned  by  the  Council  of  Con- 
stance to  answer  their  charges  under  the  safety  of  a  safe  conduct  pass. 

The  Council  listened  to  the  charges  against  him,  and  mn  particular  noted 
the  influence  of  Wycliff  in  his  life.   Sjisxindti^^ctSaSxtJraxinHgxiiiKSitxkHiyxai 
Tvey  found  John  v/ycliff  guilty  of  heresy  and  ordered  that  his  long  dead 
body  be  dug  up  and  burned  at  the  stake.   So  the  bones  of  tfycliff  were  dug  up 
and  burned  as  ordered  by  the  Council.   T^ey  found  John  Huss  guilty  of  heresy 
as  well  and  condemned  him  to  be  burned  at  the  stake  as  well.   So  Huss  was 
executed  and  the  church  had  removed  another  agitator  from  its  midst.   This  in 
capsule  form  is  what  set  the  stage  for  I  art in  Luther  to  come  upon  the  scene. 

If  the  father  of  Luther  had  had  his  way,  there  would  have  been  no  reform- 
ation at  least  as  we  know  It  today,  for  he  wanted  his  son  to  be  a  lawyer. 
Luther,  in  deference  ot  his  father  started  out  in  this  direction,  but  two 
events  led  to  his  changing  his  course  and  studying  to  be  ag  a  priest. 
The  first  event  was  that  one  of  his  very  closest  friends  died  shortly  after 

ther's  graduation  from  rfurt  University.   This  shook  the  young  Luther  very 
visibly.   The  second  event  took  place  as  he  was  walking  through  a  forest 
between  Erfurt  and  Jisleben.   While  in  this  forest  a  severe  thunderstorm  arose 
and  Luther  became  terrified  by  the  crashing  lightning  all  around  him.   He 
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narroitiy  escaped  death,  and  fell  to  his  knees  and  prayed  to  one  of  the  patron 
s'  its  of  his  childhood.   He  cried  out,  "Help  me,  dear  St.  Anne,  I  will  he- 
cone  a  monk,"   And  it  was  with  this  assertion  that  he  entered  the  Augustinian 
cloister. at  Erfurt. 

But  Luther  was  in  a  turmoil  all  of  his  monastic  life.   He  was  searching 
for  peace  of  soul  and  was  concerned  that  he  could  not  do  enough  to  he  in  the 
Grace  of  God.   He  himself  once  remarked,  "If  a  monk  could  have  gone  to  heaven 
by  his  observance  of  monastic  vows,  I  would  have  been  the  one."   He  prayed 
earnestly  and  went  to  mass  and  confession  and  used  all  of  the  means  of  being 
devout,  yet  through  all  of  this  he  could  not  be  certain  of  the  love  of  God  and 
the  forgiveness  of  his  sins.   He  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  and  the  cele- 
bration of  his  first  mass  was  a  time  of  great  anxiety  for  him.   His  sense  of 
unworthiness  and  a  fear  of  committing  a  grievous  sin  by  making  even  the  snall- 
wst  mistake  gripped  him. 

Perhaps  the  Catholic  doctrine  of  the  elements  had  something  to  do  with 
this.   At  a  point  in  the  consecration  of  the  elements  they  believe  that  the 
wine  becomes  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  the  bread  becomes  His  flesh.   This  is 
what  frightened  Luther,  that  at  the  handling  of  Christ's  body  and  blood  he 
might  make  a  mistake  in  handling  this  Holy  of  Holies. 

It  was  after  he  became  a  professor  that  he  had  the  opportunity  to  travel 

to  Rome.   ./hen  he  arrive  he  fell  to  the  ground  and  exclaimed,  "Hail,  Holy  ■ 

Rome.  He  looked  with  admiration  upon  :.t.  Peter's,  and  he  looked  for  the 

spiritual  blessing  he  felt  he:- would  receive  there.   He  said  later  that  while 

there  he  wished  his  parents  were  dead,  because  he  felt  certain  that  he  could 

have  prayed  them  out  of  purgatory,  with  his  prayers  while  there. 
Paul 
His  son  told  the  story  ho\tf  kkSSse  his  father  is  supposed  to  have  climbed 

the  stone  stairs  known  as  "iilates  fairway"  upon  his  knees.  And  while  doing 

Is  the  words  from  Paul'..:>  letter  to  the  Romans  rang  in  his  ears,  "The  just 

shall  live  by  faith."   T,  is  is  whatvstarted  him  upon  the  Reformation.   But  it 

was  also  how  the  priests  acted  in  Rome  that  convinced  him  the  church  needed 

reformed.   During  mass  they  hurried  through  it,  and  they  made  a  joke  of  the 
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consecration  of  the  elements.   The  mass  was  entirely  in  Latin,  and  most  of 
tl-  people  did  not  know  Latin,  and  so  the  priests  chanted  the  words,  "Bread 
you  are  and  bread  you  shall  remain,"  instead  of  the  proper  words  for  this 
part  of  the  mass. 

But  still  Luther  retimed  home  a  devout  son  of  the  church.   But  little 
by  little  he  became  alarmed  at  the  condition!  of  the  church.   He  saw  the 
poor  peasants  of  his  parish  being  bilked  of  their  money  in  the  sale  of  in- 
dulgences. The  money  thus  derived  went  to  build  St.  Peter's  basilica.   The 
indulgences  consisted  of  a  piece  of  paper  paid  for  by  the  individual  peasant, 
which  gave  them  the  forgiveness  of  a  certain  sin.   They  could  even  buy  for- 
giveness of  a  sin  they  would  conmitt  in  the  future.   For  instance,  if  they 
felt  they  migjrt  steal  a  loaf  of  bread  in  a  day  or  so,  they  could  buy  an  in- 
dulgence pnd  this  forgave  them  for  that  fu±?ure  sin. 

But  worse  yet,  was  the  treasury  of  merit.   This  was  a  sort  of  bank  in 

w^ch  the  unused  merits  of  Jesus  and  the  saints  were  stored.   It  worked  like 

this:  Jesus  and  the  saints  lived  such  exemp  ary  lives,  that  they  were  vnable 

or  merits 
to  use  all  of  the  goodness  in  their  lives.   Thus  these  leftover  merits  of 

Jesus  and  the  saints  could  be  sold  to  a  person,  thus  giving  him  some  needed 
merits  for  his  life.   For  a  small  sum  they  could  purchase  some  merits  to  last 
them  for  a  <£ertain  length  of  time.   Then  when  he  could  afford  ,  ore,  he  went 
and  bought  more.   Jo  you  see,  this  is  what  Luther  lashed  out  against. 

But  as  I  said  before,  Luther  did  not  wish  to  break  with  the  church,  but 
merely  to  reform  it.   But  due  to  the  stubbornness  of  Lope  Leo  X.  the  sit- 
uation got  out  of  hand  and  Luther  was  forced  to  maize   the  break. 

Luther  was  promised  a  safe  conduct  pass  to  a  Council  to  be  held  at  Worms, 
but  due  to  the  quick  thinking  of  some  of  his  friends  his  life  was  spared,  as 
they  kidnapped  him  before  the  Council  could  seize  hira  and  execute  him.   It 
■  i  while  at  the  Council  that  Luther  made  his  classic  remark  when  he  was  asked 
to  recant  all  that  he  had  said  and  done.   He  stood  before  them  and  boldly 
stated,  "I  cannot  do  otherwide.   Here  I  stand.   Cod  help  me."   This  then  is 
the  story  of  Marin  Luther.   But  is  this  story  finishef?   I  think  not. 
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^or  I  believe  the  Protestant  church  is  standing  on  the  verge  of  a  .Reform- 
at m,  but  of  a  different  sort.  I  mentioned  before  afeSKi  the  so  called 
"Ecumenical  Movement"  which  is  going  on  in  the  church  at  large.   At  one  point 
there  was  a  very  strong  tendency  for  all  of  the  denominations  to  press  for 
this  gigantic  merger  which  was  called,  "The  Consultation  On  Church  Union." 
But  slowly  tax  and  surely,  many  of  the  denominations  have  slowed  down  to  a 
crawl.   Our  United  Church  of  Christ  has  come  to  the  forfront  again  and  is 
pushing  very  strongly  for  this  merger.   But  I  see  a  very  grave  danger  in  it. 

'The  danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  hierarchy  will  be  set  up  in  New  York 
and  we  will  all  assume  one  identity  and  it  will  be  an  identity  of  nothingness  . 
I  believe  very  sincerely  that  each  denomination  needs  to  Reform  itself,  and  I 
for  one  would  like  to  see  this  happen  in  our  own  UCC,   I  say  this  because  we 
have  become  a  denomination  of  "Social  workers."   But  when  a  £a±±  minister 
protests  this,  the  question  is  raised  "Why  Reform?"   Are  we  not  doing  the 
b' 'ding  of  Christ  when  we  feed,  and  clothe  people,  and  when  we  free  them  from 
prison  and  resist  the  death  penalty,  and  seek  amnesty  for  draft  evaders  and 
deserters?"   "Why  reform  £k  all  of  this,  because  we  are  on  the  right  track?" 

But  are  we?   I  realize  that  we  must  take  care  of  the  physical  needs  of 

people  everywhere,   But  of  first  and  utmost  importance  is  to  start  with  the 

heart  and 

soul  of  the  individual  and  when  we  have  reformed  this  part  of  them,  then  they 

will  automatically  look  out  for  the  needs  of  their  brothers.   Jesus  did  not 
instruct  his  followers  to  go  out  and  feed  the  world.   Instead  He  said,  "Go  and 
make  disciples  of  all  nations."  He  was  telling  them  to  make  the  people  follow- 
ers of  Jesus  Christ.  And  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  accepts  Kim  by  faith, 
and  then  good  works  follow.  This  was  the  message  that  was  imparted  to  Martin 
Luther  that  started  the  Reformation.   I  am  sure  his  fellow  clergy  said  to  him 
on  different  occasions,  "Why  Reform,  Martin?  Let  things  as  they  are.   We  have 

;ood  thing  going  don't  spoil  it.   Let's  keep  these  peasants  ignorant,  and 
working  for  their  salvation,  and  that  way  there  is  plenty  in  it  for  all  of  us.? 
But  we  know  that  Luther  was  not  content  to  have  a  hierarchy  off  somewhere 
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bilkingbtht  peasants  and  keeping  then  ignorant  as  to  what  salvation  really  was. 
Lu+"  ^r  was  determined,  that  he  had  been  the  chosen  vessel  of  his  time  to  show 
the  peasants  that  salvation  was  free  for  the  taking,  and  only  faith  was  in- 
volved to  receive  it. 

jomeone  once  penned  the  lines,  (Faith,  vision  of) 
This  is  the  vision  that  Luther  had,  that  thrones  of  Rome,  and  kingdoms  run  by 
the  priests  would  be  toppled  and  Jesus  Christ  would  reign  supreme  in  all  lives, 
throughout  all  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  vision  that  you  and  I  need  in  our  present  day  world.   We  need 
to  be  reformers  in  our  own  right.   Reformers  of  our  nation,  of  our  state,  of 
our  city,  of  our  neighborhood,  and  of  ourselves.  And  to  the  question,  "Why 
Reform?",  that  many  would  ask  us,  the  answer  always  must  be,  "Because  Jesus 
Christ  demands  it  of  me,  and  I  must  be  bringing  others  to  dim  if  I  really 
love  Him."   May  God  give  us  the  heart  and  mind  of  the  reformer. 
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"A  Personal  Church!" 

Text:  Matt.  16:18, 

■'  nfl  I  say  unto  thee,  that  thou  art  reter,  and  upojj 
rock  I  will  bnild  my  church,  and  the  sates  of 
..ell  shall  not  prevail  against  it," 

;icT-    ture:  H  tt  16:13-20 

In  scrip  2day  we  read  Js  inquir  His  discs  bout  self 
lie  asii  2  find  out  who  peop  say  He  is 
this  famil  stryxin  I  sure  most  herd  B4 

Pet  outspok  disc  always  quik  answer  once  again  not 
fail  master,  blurt  out,  "Thou  art  the  Jfarist,  thB 
son  of  the  Living  God." 

3urprisly  had  rt  answer  &  J  a  tells  so, 

I  say  surprisly  cause  when  look  other  incidents, 
Let  put  foot  in  mouth  many  time 

In  next  chap  i'et  in  Transfig/3  booth3/Mos,Eli;i  ,J3 
jue  ret  want  walk  water/did  &  lost  faith 
"    "'  told  Js  He  not  3  killed/ridicul/suffer, 
told  by  Js,  "Get  behind  me  tiatan." 
"  cut  off  ear  servant  Hi  ±jr.  Geth. 
"  promise  never  deny  Js./told  would/he  deny3 

Mark  acct  Resur  say,  "But  go  your  way,  tell  his 
disciples  and  Peter,  that  He  goeth  B4  U  into  Galilee 
this  signif  Pet  single  out  x  ctl  ^-q-h 

i?rom  remain  hist  Pet  we  know  he  Bcome  rock  isxprajtx 
This  wish/wash/impet/quest/seemingly  unstable 
fisher  Bcame  what  Js  predicted 

Bu  if  we  reran  all  scrip  Js  associates  unlikely 
characts,  cannot  help  think  Js  must  seen  in  Pet 
qualities  that  only  needed  polish/aging,  that  life 
6  experience  give. 
Js  took  as  was  even  when  Pet  no  Blieve  in  self 
"  molded/shaped  by  constant  instruct  when  necess 
"  so olded/ref roved  when  needed  &  used  all  deft 
ways  to  slowly/surely  change  &  alter  charac 

j'hich  prove  Js  knew  human  charac  better  anyone 
thus  from  common/ordinary/unschooled/uncouth  man 
been  found  inst  which  withstood  storms  time/history 

This  only  poss  cause  inst  founded  on  weak  man, 

empowered  by  Js  Xp  Himself. 

I    I  members  this  wonder  body  know  Xp's  church 
In  recent  conver  little  old  lady,  (no  one  here) 
Bhe  start  say  My  church  but  change  Q^   ohurch 


to  the  Lord  a  new  song;  sing  to  the  Lord, 
the   earth  J 

ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHfttST 
Sutler,  Pennsylvania 
b  1rmat10n  sunday  october  27,  i  9/i+ 

Rev,  Ralph  C.  Li nk,  Pabtor 
Mrs,  Marilyn  Stephenson,  Organist 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   3:00  P.M. 

Prelude 

Hymn  No.  3'   "Father,  again  in  Jesus'  name  we  meet" 

Ascm ption 

I NVOCAT ION 

Scripture  Matthew    (6:    1 3-20     Jf/MC      3hff£ J 

Anthem 

Sermon;      "A  PERSONAL  CHURCH;" 

Glori a  Patr I 

Affirmation  of  Our  Faith  (Apostles  Creed) 

Communion  Hvmn  2df  "Break  Thou  the  bread  of  life" 

Call  to  Communion  -  Page  3^ 

Eucharist ic  Prayer  -  Institution  -  Agnus  Dei 

The  Holy  Communion  (Please  retain  elements  until 

all  are  served) 
Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
Hymn  of  Dedication  1 58  "When  I  survey  the  wondrous 

cross11 
Benediction  and  Threefold  Amen 
Postluoe 


The  Congregation  ib  asked  to  remain  seated  for  the 
entire  service.  Only  the  Pastor  ano  the  choir 
members  will  rise, 

_j^-We  welcome  each  of  you  To  THIS  SPECIAL  service  today. 
Our  desire  has  been  to  make  it  a  meaningful  service 
for  you.   Our  prayer  is  that  you  have  been  able  to 
truly  worship  God,  and  that  His  blessing  may  go  with 
you. 


re     g**p<    t»  /a+,/1      y,* 


r^.,,.-  4% 


»A+-    , 


I  __  /^V«*  /•/A.L 

7?  Tfait  ,,i^r--,-  flTtf 


,.xeu  U3  aomernins  very  meaningful 
in  life  believer 
He  left  mem  His  Body  &  Blood. 
The  Sacra  Lord's  Supp  in  other  words 
It  in  this  3acra  we  each  come  2  Hin  anew 
&   once  again  ask  Him  4  forgiveness  our  sins 

It  ,^°JAtt±^  thiv-da?  which  ch  took  °n  new  m  an 
we  can  assem  like  this  &  observe  the  oacra  with 
those  of  U  who  mostly  cannot  reg  partic  in  service 
eaGo  week. 

So  let  us  now  come  His  table  5:  partake  His  Supper. 
Perhaps  if  „e  talked  to  Js  as  Rev.  Horatius  Bonar 
^  V^  ?m?     0oSl?ulal°n  n3™>  we  could  really  come 
to  feel  &  know  His  presence  as  we  ait  at  His  table. 

Mr.  Bonar  spoke! 

This  is  the  hour  of  banquet  and  of  song; 
This  is  the  heafenly  table  spread  for  me: 
Here  let  me  feast  and  feasting  still  prolong 
The  brief  bright  hour  of  fellowship  with  thee. 

Let  us  pray. 


perhaps  feel  wrong  say  this  2 

iord  Church  in  Catechism  "A  body  of  believers  in 
Christ,  an  assembly  of  peop.   cong,  society." 

(   say,  "Where  2  or  3  fathered  in  My  name,  there  am 
I  in  the  -midst  of  them." 

2  B  athered  2gether  His  name,  means  assem  His  purpo 
whiL...  He  ordained. 
Christ  ordained  church 
there*  it  organ  thru  which  His  truths  proclaimed 
It  bear  witness  His  life^teach/ministry/deth/ 
resur/S  to  His  sacrif  for  all  mankind 

'The  ch.  must  ever  proclaim  Js  aa  Lord  &  Sav, 
&  must  always  wifcuKsx  bear  witness  to  Xp, 
&  bring  others  2  worship  with  corporate  body  believe 
Is  signif  note  Js  seldom  use  word  MY 
But  when  did,  it  My  Father,  My  Friend,  My  church. 
His  true  possess  Father,  friends,  &  church 

It  not  wrong  say  My  Church  as  long  as  never  Bcome 
possessive  &,   consider  it  Blong  2  ua 
We  can  use  word  MY  when  truly  accept  Xp  as  Sav, 
B  ,ioin  in  fellowship  of  ch. 
'Then  it  MI  Bllurch,  ?c  really  Blong  2:<us 
Bcause  we  part  of  it 

0   peop  had  lot  2  do  with  furthering  this  oh. 
i'erhaps  we  shud  say  congreg 
Thru  0  efforts  we  now  position  2  lead/have  house 
worship  G. 
Thus  we  can  call  3t.  Paul&s  My  Church 

There't  fitt  on  (ef  Sun  we  pay  trib  2  all  who  labored 
mai   this  ch,  ch  of  Js  Xp. 

Were  it  not  4  those  who  valian  plann/labored,  we 

ccould  not  worsh  this  after 

But  in  pay  trib  2  anyl  B  it  indiv  or  group , 
there  alway  danger  4geting  real  purpose  served  by 
a  group  or  indiv. 
This  instance  we  shud  much  moreso  pay  trib  Ja  Xp 
as  founder  ch,  as  well  each  indiv  cong 

M.  Luth  may  B  respons  Hef ,  &  our  ^fathers  may  found 

«  in  Butler,  &  many  U  as  well  as  fams  may  have  I 
toiled  Pi   labored  this  vineyard, 
But  it  is  2  Js  Xp  that  we  must  give  comp  honor  4 
The  Church  at  large  which  we  can  call  My  Ch, 
Personal  Church. 


He  lived/suffered/died  that  we  who  followers 
might  have  fellowship  we  can  carry  OH 
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Sermon  for  Shut-in  service  October  27,  1974- 

"A  Personal  Church!" 

Text:  Matt.  16:18,  "And  I  say  unto  thee,  that  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this 

rock  I  will  build  my  church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  it." 

Scripture  Matt.  18:13-20 

In  our  script  re  for  today  we  read  of  Jesus  inquiring  of  His  disciples 
about  Himself.  He  is  asking  to  find  out  just  who  people  say  He  is.   This  is 
a  very  familiar  story  and  I  am  sure  most  of  you  have  heard  it  many  times  be- 
fore.  Peter,  the  outspoken  disciple  who  was  always  so  quick  with  the  answers, 
once  again  does  not  fail  his  master,  but  blurts  out,  "Thou  art  the  Christ, 

the  son  of  the  living  God."   Surprisingly  he  had  the  right  answer  and  Jesus 

for  several  reasons.   First 
tells  him  so.   I  say  surprisingly* bee asue  when  we  look  at  some  of  the  other 

n 

incidents  in  the  life  of  ieter  we  see  that  he  was  always  putting  his  foot 

later: 
in  his  mouth. ^In  the  very  next  chapter  is  of  Matthew  we  read  of  Peter  being 

taken  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  along  with  two  of  the  other  disciples  and 

how  Peter  suggested  to  Jesus  when  He  was  transfigured  before  them,  how  they 

could  make  three  booths  there,  one  for  Jesus,  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for 

Elijah.   This  was  the  same  Peter  who  saw  his  Lord  walking  on  the  water  and 

in  faith  asked  that  he  too  might  walk  upon  the  waterB  But  when  he  was  out 

of  the  boat  and  realized  what  he  was  doing,  he  became  frightened  and  began 

to  sink  because  of  his  loes  of  faith.  This  is  the  same  Peter  who  found 

fault  with  the  fact  that  Jesus  said  He  was  going  up  to  Jerusalem  and  was 

going  to  be  killed.   And  Jesus  answered  him  by  saying,  "Get  thee  behind  me 

Satan." 

This  is  the  same  Peter  who  stepped  forth  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane 

and  cut  off  the  right  ear  of  the  High  Priest's  servant.   This  is  the  same 

Peter  who  very  quickly  stated  that  he  would  never  turn  his  back  on  his  Lord, 

and  Jesus  prophesied  that  Peter  would  deny  Him  that  very  night.   This  is  the 

s   3  ieter  ^^rho  followed  at  a  distance  as  they  took  Jesus  before  the  High 

Priest  for  questioning.   And  this  is  the  same  Peter  who  sat  warming  his 

hands  before  the  fire  in  the  courtyard  of  the  High  Priest,  and  who  vehemently 

denied  that  he  ever  knew  this  Jesus  of  Hazareth. 
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And  this  Is  the  same  leter  who  came  to  the  sepuihhre  seeking  his  Lord,  after 
hr  had  "been,  told  that  the  body  was  not  there.   There  is  an  interesting  note 
to  be  found  in  the  Mark  account  of  the  resanrection  that  is  a  bit  different 
from  the  other  accountr.   In  Mark  the  angel  of  the  Lord  is  talking  to  the 
women  who  had  come  to  the  tomb  and  he  tells  them,  "But  go  your  way,  tell 
his  disciples,  and  Peter,  that  He  goeth  before  you  into  Gallilee;"   I  think 
this  isxsignificant  "Because  Peter  is  singled  out  as  one  to  whom  this  messare 
should  be  told.   From  the  remaining  history  and  life  of  Peter  we  know  that 
he  did  indeed  become  the  rock  upon  which  Christ's  church  was  built.   Phis 
wishy-washy,  impetuous,  questioning,  seemingly  unstable  fisherman  became  the 
rock  that  Jesus  predicted  he  would  be. 

If  we  look  at  Peter  from  another  angle  we  would  question  why  Jesus  would 
even  consider  hi-.i  as  a  candidate  to  be  the  foundation  of  Christ's  church. 
Of  all  the  disciples  Peter  always  stands  out  as  the  non9conf ormist.   He 
w  'Id  be  voted,  at  least  by  all  the  standards  we  know,  as  the  man  most  un- 
likely to  succeed.   He  was  far  from  possessing  the  rocklike  qualities  that 
would  be  needed  as  the  base  of  the  church. 

But  if  we  remember  „  1  f  the  other  portions  of  scripture  in  which  Jesus 
associates  with  unlikely  characters,  we  cannot  help  but  think  that  He  must 
have  seen  in  this  man  Peter,  qualities  of  leadership  that  just  needed  a  bit 
of  polishing  and  aging  that  only  time  and  life  can  give.   He  took  him  as  he 
was.   He  believed  in  him  when  Peter  did  not  even  believe  in  himself.   He 
molded  him  and  shaped  him  by  his  constant  instruction  when  necessary,  by  his 
scolding  and  reproof  when  needed,  and  by  all  of  the  other  deft  ways  and  means 
He  employed  to  slowly,  but  surely  change  and  alter  his  character,   ',/hich 
once  again  goes  to  prove  that  Jesus  knew  how  to  judge  human  character  much 
better  than  anyone  ever  gave  Him  credit  for  doing. 

Thus  from  this  common  ordinary,  unschooled,  uncouth  man  has  been  founded 
an  institution  -*4wet  has  withstood  the  storms  of  time  and  history.   This  has 
only  been  possible  because  this  institution  founded  upon  a  weak  man,  has  been 
empowered  by  the  strength  of  none  other  than  Jesus  Christ  Himself. 
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You  and  I  are  members  of  this  wonderful  body  known  a3  Christ's  Church. 
Ir   recent  conversation  with  a  dear  little  old  lady,  (none  of  you  here). 
,/e  were  talking  about  this  church  and  she  atarted  to  refer  to  it  as  "My 
Church,"  but  stopped  herslf  and  said,  "Our  Church."   Perhaps  she  felt  that 
she  should  not  say,  "l#y  Church,"  I  do  not  know,  for  I  did  not  question  her 
about  it.   The  word  church  is  defined  in  the  catechsim  as,  "A  body  of  be- 
lievers in  Christ."   It  is  also  referred  to  as  an  assembly  of  people,  or  a 
congregation,  or  a  society.   Christ  said,  "./here  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together  in  My  name,  ther  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."   To  be  gathered  together 
for  His  name,  means  to  be  assembled  for  His  purpose  which  He  has  ordained. 
Christ  ordained  the  church.   Therefore,  it  is  the  organ  through  which  His 
Truths  must  be  proclaimed.   It  bears  witness  to  His  life,  to  His  teachings, 
to  .lis  ministry,  to  His  death,  to  His  Resurrection  and  to  the  salvation  which 
Is  ours  through  Him.   The  Church  must  ever  proclaim  Jesus  as  Lord  and  o^viour 
ar  '  must  always  bear  witness  to  Christ  ,  and  bring  people  together  to  worship 
God  as  a  corporate  body  of  believers. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  Jesus  very  seldom  used  the  word  "my".  The 
few  times  He  did,  it  was  in  reference  to  "My  lather,  my  friend,  my  church." 
When  we  think  about  it  we  realize  that  His  true  possessions  were,  His  Father 
and  His  church.   It  isn't  wrong  to  use  the  teEm  my  church  as  long  as  we  never 
become  possessive  about  it  and  consider  it  as  belonging  to  bkx  us.   We  can 
use  the  word  "My"  when  we  truly  accept  Christ  as  our  Baviour  and  join  in  the 
fellowship  of  His  church.   Then  we  can  say  MY  Church  and  it  really  does  be- 
long to  us,  because  we  are  reallybthen  a  part  of  it. 

You  people  have  had  a  lot  to  do  with  the  furthering  of  this  church.  Per- 
haps we  should  say,  "Congregation."  Through  your  efforts  we  who  now  are 
in  the  position  to  lead,  have  a  house  in  which  we  can  worship  God.   Thus, 
yo   :an  esk  call  St,  Paul's  "My  Church."   It  kasxkiSE  is  therefore  fitting 
that  on  this  Reformation  Sunday,  we  pay  tribute  to  all  who  have  labored  to 
make  this  church,  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,   ,/ere  it  not  for  those  who 
so  valiantly  planned,  and  labored,  we  could  not  sorship  here  this  afternoon. 


But  in  paying  tribute  to  anyone  be  it  an  individual  or  a  group,  there  is 
a]   ys  the  danger  of  forgetting  the  real  purpose  served  by  a  group  or  an 
individual.   In  this  instance  we  should  much  more so  be  paying  tribute  to 
Jesus  Christ  the  founder  of  this  church,  as  well  as  each  individual  church, 
Martin  Luther  may  have  been  responsible  for  the  .Reformation,  and  our  fore- 
fathers may  have  founded  Jt.  Paul's  here  in  Butler,  and  many  of  you  as  well 
as  your  families  may  have  toiled  and  labored  in  this  vineyard;  but  it  is 
to  Jesus  Christ  that  we  must  give  the  tribute  and  the  complete  honor  for 
this  church  as  well  as  for  all  others,  churches. 

He  lived,  He  suffered,  He  died,  that  we  who  are  followers  of  Kim,  might 
have  a  fellowship  in  which  we  can  carry  on.   But  He  also  left  us  something 
that  is  very  meaningful  in  the  life  of  the  believer.   He  left  us  the  mem- 
orial of  His  body  and  blood.   The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  other 
words.   It  is  in  this  Sacrament  th^t  we  each  come  to  Him  anew,  and  once 
af  *n  aslc  Him  for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins.   It  is  also  fitting  on  the 
day  in  which  the  church  took  on  bes  new  meaning  that  we  can  assemble  like  this 
and  observe  the  Sacrament  with  those  of  you  who  are  not  regularly  able  to 
participate  in  the  services  each  Sunday.   So  let  us  now  come  to  His  table 
and  partake  of  His  Supper.  Lerhaps  if  we  talked  to  Jesus  as  the  Rev* 
Horatius  Bonar  a  Scottish  minister  once  did  in  the  famialar  hymn  used  quite 
often  as  a  Communion  Hymn,  we  could  really  come  to  feel  and  know  His  presence 
as  we  sit  at  His  table.  Mr.  Bonar  spoke;  "This  is  the  hour  of  banquet  and  of 
song;  this  is  the  heavenly  table  spread  for  me:   here  let  me  feast,  and 
feasting  still  prolong  the  brief  bright  hour  of  fellowship  with  thee." 

Let  us  pray. 


We  are  to  do  good,  to  be  rich  in  good  deads t   liberal 
and  generous,  thus  laying  up  for  ourselves  a  good 
f-  ^dation  for  the  future  so  that  we  may  take  hold 
01  the  life  which  is  life  indeed. 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNI  TEO  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Second  Sunday   After   Pentecost     November  3i    '97^ 
Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Marilyn   Stephenson,    Organjbt 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,   Choir  Director 
Greg   Bosko,   Marcia  McQride  -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF  WORSHIP    I  I  iOO   A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Thc   Lord    is  My   Shepherd"        Woqler 

"Ari el"  Doige 

Silent  Prayer 
"Processional  Hymn  No.   2.JI    1f0  Jesus,    I    have   promised" 
"Ascription  -   Choral  Amen 
"Exhortation 

•Concession   On  Unison)    "Eternal  God*    in  whom  we   live  and 
move   and   have   our   being,    whose   face    is  hidden  from  us   by 
our  sins,   and  whose  mercy  we  forget    in  the   blindness  of 
our   hearts;    cleanse   us,    we   beseech  thee,    from  all  our 
offenses,    and   deljver   us   from   proud   thoughts   and  vain 
pes | res;  that  with  lowl i ness  and  meekness  we  may  draw 
near  to   thee;   confessing  our   faults ,    confiding   im  thy 
grace,    and  finding    in   thee    our   refuge  and  our  strength, 
through  Jesus   Christ   thy   Son,    amen.0 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

"Assurance  of  Fardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      tQ    Lord  open  our    lips, 

•People:      And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth    thy  prajse 
•Doxolqgy      No.    55' 
Scripture   Lesson;      II    Corinthians   9:   u-15 
Hymn  No.    260  "Lord,    Thou   lovebt    the   cheerful  giver" 

•Affirmation  of  our  Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
"Gloria  Patrt 
•Call  to   P raver 

•Pastor:      The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•People!      And  with   thv  spirit, 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
•Player  and   Prayer  Response 
Offer  1 ng 

Ofpfhtory  "Cantando11  Condone 


Anthem;      "Coin1    Home"    Dvorak  -  accompaniment  - 

Kitty   Feqeh   -  Piano;   Rol   Thompson 
Sermon;  "STEALERS   JM-] 1f 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    395   "From  Thee  all  skill  and 

sc  1  ence   flow*1 
•Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pgstlude:  "PoStLude    in  B   Flat"  Volekmah 

-------^   •Congregation   Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on   the  Altar  have   been   placed   sv 
Mrs.    Carl  Miller    in  memory  of  her    "Husband", 
Serving   as   Ushers  today   are:      *Allen  Bctacchi,    John 

Redman,    Dan  Bosko,   Robert  Knauer,    Charles   Penar. 
Elder   and  Mrs.    Roland  Thompson  will   represent   Councjl 

at   the   door1  today* 
The   attendance   last  Sunday  was    IgU, 

Nursery  will  be   provided   today  by  Mrs*   Sharon  Stauffer, 
Laurel   Stauffer,    and   Debbie  McBrioe. 
yrODA*  -  6:00  -  YOUTH   CHOIR  -  We  had  at   least    15   sign-up. 
>TQDAY  -  7:00  -   YOUTH   FELLOWSHIP  -  The   Youth   are   to   come 

IN    COSTUME. 

MONDAY  -  7:30  -  WOMEN'S  MARY  PRUGH  CIRCLE  MEETING. 
> WEDNESDAY  -  7:30  -  CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING, 

TODAY  -  After  the  morning  worship  -  there  will  be  a 
short  meeting;  of  the  Mary  Martha  Circle  in  front  of 
the  church  -  it  will  only  take  a  minute  or  two. 

The  Pastor  will  be  in  Norfolk  Virginia  -  Monday  thru 
Friday  of  his  week*   If  vou  should  have  any  pastoral 
needs,  please  contact  9ea  Tait,  or  the  Rev.  Granville 
Cooper. 

Next  Sunday  is  Christian  Enlistment  Sunday  -  The  Qudget 

WILL  BE  PRESENTED;  THE  UnOEhBHEPHERDS  WERE  CONTACTED 

AND  THEY  WILL  HAVE  A  SHORT  MEETING  AFTER  WqrSHI P  SERVICE 

next  Sunday.      Those  nominated  for   a   three   year   period 

^  for  Elder  are;     Robert  Basehqre,    Gene  Stephenson 
V  ii'  For  DeaconJ      Paul  Pfabe, 

Don  Kennedy,    Joan  Master   and  William   FJnaJtftft  • 
Bill  Pflugh  would   like  to   thank  the  nIen  and  Women  who 
helped   bring  the  shut-ins   to  the  service  last  sunday 

AFTERNOON*        He     WOULD    ALSO     LIKE     TO    THANK    THE    YqUTH, 

Women  and  Men  who  served  as   Ushers   at  Debhon  during 
October  -  without  you    it  would   not  have   seen  possible* 

We  would   Lfne  to   extend  our  thanks   to  Sill    for   t1'   **z 

I  two   necessary  projects  -  Thank  you. 

M*-   &*&      #*„/**- 


-  l-ernaps  mis  seem  harsh  when  consider  1st  time.   2 
But  must  ask,  "What  G,  say?" 

vs  *4flbpcMalachi  3 
Many  peop,  many  denom/chs  adopt  attitude"let  G  B 
satis  what  is  lef  I . " 
Thus  own  day/age  "Stealers"?*!". 

Is.   )t  blesses  many  things  but  attitu  begreudge  G. 
Jarly  Xpiana  4  chs  give  G  1st,  other  things  2nd. 
slow/sure  this  change, 
our  needs/wants/desires  1st,  G  get  leftovers 
vs  9,  must  give  G  1st  place  or  face  conseq. 
Many  fight  hang  on  possess  homes/prop/furn  etc 
But  if  many  look  G  give  G  2nd  place  may  change 
thinking 

G.  says,  vs  10 

Peop  reluc  step  out  faith  in  give  2  G. 
ens  I  serve  each  had  peop  say,  "I  no  believe  pledge' 
That  same  pers  buy  house  20/25  yrs/ear  3  yrs, 
this  pledge. 

What  really  say,  "I  believe  pledge  4  me/not  4-  G" 
diff  tween  oh  pledge  other  pledge/no  can  pay  other 
pledge  as  C  fit. 
Pledge  2  ch,  II  give  what  U  feel  U  want  give 

In  all  bus  of  give  2  G  it  matter  trust  G  give  healthj 
strength 
Joes  not  all  come  from  G?  ' 
It  matter  trust  G  as  says  Hal  3:10,  "He  open  win. 
dows  tavn  pour  out  bless." 
:!s   can  never  outgive  G, 
-mless  U  know  I  mean/U  no  understand 

It  may  come  D  health  fam, 
Kay  B  peace  in  marriage,  obed  children 
May  B  content  in  job  &  peop  work  with 
May  t^ke  all  forms,  but  G  bless  some  way 

(Illuet.  tithing  &  results)  Letourneau 
With  inflation  not  poss  everyl  give  10# 
But  is  poss  all  give  cert.  %   money, 
as  well  cert.  %   time  &  effort  in  oh.  work 

There  not  1  us  cannot  spare  G  some  time  cause  2  busy: 
If  so,  we  just  that,  "Too  Busy," 
&  need  alter  our  lives. 

Simple  fact  all  this,  we  created  love  G 
This  mean  G  wants  all  of  us. 
He  no  want  portion,  or  what  we  want  give, 


"Stealers  ?4l " 

T'  ;:  Malachi  3:8-10 

"Vjj.11  man  rob  God?  But  you  say,  'How  are  we  robbing 
thee?'   In  your  tithes  and  offerings.   You  are 
cursed  with  a  curse,  for  you.  are  robbing  me;  the 
wh   e  nation  of  you.   Bring  the  full  tithes  into 
thV.  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  food  in  my  house; 
and  thereby  put  me  to  the  test,  says  the  Lord  of 
hosts ,  if  I  will  not  open  the  windows  of  heaven  for 
you  and  pur  down  for  you  an  overflowing  blessing. " 

Scripture ;  II  Oor.  9' 6-1 5 

Preacher  once  remark:  "I  know  what  peop  will  put  on 

my  toiabstone the  beggar  died." 

Perhaps  on  many  preach  tombstone, 
perhaps  this  peop  think  of  preachers  in  gen 

At  risk  thiB  AM  further  this  thot  in  some  peop  minds 
I  speak  subj  ch  peop  no  like  hear M0HEY_ 

I  no  believe  speak  this  often,  but  this  time  yr  we 

consider  budget  &.   ch  needs 

I  realize  some  folk  just  soon  preach  no  refer  2  it 
He  not  suppose  think/worry  bout  it 
HONJY  fact  life  whether  grocer/pastor  ch 

1  most  quote  story  Js/story  Gosps  MAR.  Luk  Pt   3,4-,vs 
story  widow  mite  '^    ^ 

Tells  Js  in  syn  nr  treas ,  watch  peop  put  mon  in 
Saw  many  wealth  put  lrg  sums 
widow  put  2  sm  coin  =  14 
Js  tell  disc  this  woman  put  more  all  rest 
,    She  gave  what  little  she  had  to  Lord  & 
it  more  accept 
Given  free  give  spirit 

This  story  good  obj  lesson  4-  all  us 
But  also  respons  fallacy  sum  peop  hav  ch  give 
Fallacy  Js  condone  give  small  gift  &  small  gift 
more  accept  2  God, 
thus  we  cDn  little  as  possib  to  G 
(Illust.  boy  &  best  show  for  5#) 
hate  burst  any  illus  bout  give, 
;-tory  by  Js  concern  somel  only  sm  sum  give/gave  it 
Js  show  pers  may  give  lg  sum/give  no  love  3iv<3 
9~.   6-7  Scripture  in  vair 


:t,  3S ,yr  old  man  &  Uaa) /" ' ■ ' ' 
gift  love,  this  G  wants  from  i 
(Illust.  Kennedy  ::;  Grand  1  ^rceny) 


fk7**£r 


He  wants  MONEY'  5 

He  wants  Time, 
~'a,   wants  abilities 

de  in  return  4-  give  this  His  care,  He  prom  bless 
far  beyond  measure 

Must  ask  selves  quest  "Will  we  B  part  of  crowd  of 
"St   lers  74?" 

IX.  will  we  Sxgs*±  join  ranks  givers?  in  grat  4- 

what  He  give  us? 

I  would  suggest  we  gather  2gether  as  hus/wife/fams 
&  pray  earnestly/seriously  B4  make  decision  what 
give. 
G  will  lead  if  we  seek  Him  sincerely. 

let  us  not  B  "Stealers  74,"  or  "stealers"  any  other 
yr. 

Let  us  instead  B  lovers  of  G  &  show  it  by  actions 

&  deeds  for  Him. 

Remember  P.  say, 

"He  who  sows  sparingly  will  also  reap  sparingly,  and 

he  who  sows  bountifully  will  also  reap  bountifully. 

Sach  one  must  do  as  he  has  made  up  his  mind,  not 

reluctantly  or  under  compulsion,  for  God  loves  a 

cheerful  giver." 


"  stealers  74!" 
Text:  Malachi  3:8-10, 

1  man  rob  God?  Yet  you  are  robbing  me.   But  you  say,  'How  are  we  robbing 
thee?'   In  your  tithes  and  offeringd.   You  are  cursed 
with  a  curse,  for  you  are  robbing  me;  the  whole  nation  of 
you.   3ring  the  full  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that 
there  may  be  food  in  my  house;  and  thereby  put  me  to  the 
test,  says  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  the  win- 
dows of  heaven  for  you  and  puur  down  for  you  an  overflowing 
blessing. 

'Jcripture:  II  Corinthians  9:6-15 

A  preacher  once  remarked  to  a  friend  of  his,  "I  know  what  people  will  put 

on  my  tombstone   The  beggar  died.,"  lerhaps  this  may  be  on  many  preachers 

tombstones,  and  perhaps  this  is  the  image  some  people  have  about  preachers  in 
general.   Therefore  this  morning,  at  the  risk  of  furthering  this  thought  in 
some  people's  minds,  I  would  like  to  speak  to  you  about  a  subject  that  church 
people  do  not  like  to  hear  too  much  about.   And  that  is  money.   I  do  not  be- 
lieve feka±  in  preaching  about  it  very  often,  but  at  this  ti  e  of  the  year 
wl   .  we  are  considering  the  budget  and  the  needs  of  the  church,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  out  of  line  to  do  so.   I  realize  of  course  that  some  folks  would  just 
as  soon  never  have  the  preacher  refer  to  it,  because  he  is  not  supposed  to 
worry  or  think  about  those  things.  B^t  money  is  a  fact  of  life  whether  you 
are  in  charge  of  a  grocery  store,  or  whether  you  are  pastor  of  a  church. 

One  of  the  most  quoted  stories  of  Jesus  is  probably  the  little  story  that 

is  told  in  the  Gospels  of  Mark  and  Luke  and  it  beh±  is  made  up  of  only  5  or 

4  verses.   The  story  is  the  one  about  the  widows  mite.  Tlss.   As  it  is  related 

in  both  Gospels  it  tells  of  Jesus  sitting  near  the  treasury  in  the  Synagogue 

and  watching  people  put  their  money  in.   We  are  told  that  he  saw  many  of  the 

wealthy  putting  in  large  sums,  but  along  comes  this  poor  widow  who  places  in 

the  tresury  two  small  coins,  which  were  the  equivalent  of  a  penny.   Jesus 

poor 
called  His  fiisciples  to  Him  and  remarked  that  this , woman  had  placed  into  the 

A 

be  t  more  than  all  the  rest.  She  had  given  what  little  she  had  to  the  Lord, 
and  therefore  it  was  more  acceptable.  It  was  also  the  free  giving  spirit  in 
which  she  gave  that  made  it  worth  more. 
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This  story  tells  a  very  good  object  lesson  for  all  of  us,  but  I  believe 

I   also  has  been  responsible  for  a  fallacy  that  some  people  have  about  church 

giving.   The  fallacy  is  that  because  Jesus  condoned  the  giving  of  a  small 

gift  and  said  this  gift  was  more  acceptable  to  God,  then  this  is  a  just  cause 

for  giving  as  little  as  we  can,  because  this  is  what  our  Lord  said  to  do. 

(Illustration  of  boy  &  best  show  for  a  nickel) 

Well  I  hate  to  burst  any  illusions  that  some  of  you  may  have  had  about  this, 

but  this  is  not  necessarily  so.   The  illustration  concerns  someone  who  could 
only  give  a  small  amount  and  this  is  what  she  gave. 

The  real  point  of  the  story  is  not  what  she  gave,  but  how  she  gave.   What 
Jesus  was  pointing  out,  was  that  a  person  may  give  large  amounts  of  money  and. 
give  it  without  love,  and  so  it  is  given  in  vain.   This  is  what  Paul  Was  tell- 
ing the  Corinthians  as  we  read  in  our  scripture,  "Each  one  must  do  as  he  has 
made  up  his  mind,  not  reluctantly  or  under  compulsion."   This  then  is  the 
secret,  to  give  with  love  and  with  joy.   Have  you  ever  received,  a  gift  that 
v  \  given  out  of  a  :sense  of  duty,  rather  than  out  of  love?   If  you  have  you 
-now  how  cold  and  lifeless  such  a  gift  is.   jjyjg  By  the  same  token  if  you 
have  ever  received  a  gift  that  was  given  strictly  out  of  love,  you  know  what 
a  joy  it  is.   This  past  week  I  received  a  gift  from  an -89  year  old  man  that 
made  me  cry.   I  visited  hin  in  the  hospital  and  read  some  scripture  with  him 
and  prayed  with  him,  all  the  while  he  held  my  hand  real  tight  like  a  little 
child.   And  when  I  went  to  leave  he  pulled  me  down  close  to  his  face  and 
kissed  me  on  the  cheek.   That,  was  a  gift  given  out  of  pure  love.   This  is 
what  God  wants  from  us. 
(Illustration  of  Kennedy  and  grand  larceny) 

When  one  considers  this  for  the  first  time,  it  may  seem  that  this  is 
being  a  little  harsh.   But  when  we  ask  what  God  has  to  say  about  this,  then 
we  begin  to  see  things  in  a  different  light.   In  the  prophecy  of  Walachi  the 

chapter  the  8th  verse  we  read  the  question,  "Will  man  rob  God?"  Natur- 
al 1  y,  we  may  ask,  "How  can  we  possibly  rob  God?"  And  if  we  read  on  in  the 
9th  verse  God  answers,  nyet  you  are  robbing  me."   And  Halachi  inserts  the 


-3- 

question  the  Israelites  must  have  asked,  "But  you  say,  "How  are  we  robbing 
f-^e?"   And.  the  answer  comes  back  from  God,  "In  your  tithes  and  offerings." 
So  we  see  from  this  that  the  people  of  Israel  were  holding  back  on  giving  to 
the  Lord  what  was  rightfully  His.   But  when  we  look  at  our  own  age  and  our 
own  day  we  see  that  we  have  "Stealers  7^."   Many  people  in  many  different 
churches  and  denominations  have  adopted  this  attitude  that  God  will  have  to 
be  satisfied  with  whatever  is  left  over  af  ;er  everything  else  is  paid. 

Times  change  attitudes  and  customs  do  they  not?   The  Israelites  were  not 
blessed  with  many  things,  neither  were  they  faced  with  many  of  the  expenses 
that  we  have  today.  But  their  attitude  was  one  of  begrudging  the  Lord  what 
was  rightfully  His.  The  attitude  ^mong  many  Christiana  since  the  beginning 
of  the  Christian  church  has  been  to  strive  to  give  to  God  before  taking  care 
of  the  other  things  of  life.   But  slowly  and  surely  this  attitude  has  changed 
to  one  of  taking  care  of  our  wants,  nnd  needs  and  desires,  and  if  anything  is 
3°ft  over,  God  can  have  it. 

But  in  this  thinking  we  can  see  the  danger,  just  as  the  danger  was  spelled 
out  by  God  for  the  Israelites.   He  says  in  the  10th  verse,  7You  are  cursed 
with  a  curse,  for  you  are  robbing  me  the  whole  nation  of  you."   In  this 
we  can  see  that  God  will  wither  be  given  1st  place  in  our  lives,  or  He  will 
exact  a  form  of  punsihment  from  us.   Many  people  fight  to  hang  onto  possess- 
ions, such  as  homes  and  property  of  all  kinds,  and  many  times  all  sorts  of 
things  go  wrong.   But  if  the  people  would  look  at  their  lives  and  realise  t 
that  they  are  continually  giving  God  second  place,  their  lives  maybtake  a 
change  for  the  fetter  if  they  reversed  their  thinking.   God  also  promises 
this  in  the  very  next  verse  of  Halaehi  when  He  says,  "Bring  the  full  tithes 
into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  food  in  my  house;  and  thereby  put  me 
to  the  test,  says  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  the  windows  of  heaven 
f  r?  you  and  pmur  down  for  you  an  overflowing  blessing."  God  is  saying  try 
me  and  see  what  will  happen. 

But  you  see  people  are  reluctant  to  step  out  in  faith  when  it  comes  to 


giving  to  the  Lord.   The  churches  that  I  have  served  have  all  had  a  certain 
p-  nber  of  people  who  will  say,  "I  do  not  believe  in  pledging.11  Which  is 
fejgHgxa^sfaSxHaaa^Jticfcta^aro^x^gisfcctehB^csaggxMayx:  erroneous,  for  that  same  person 
will  go  out  and  buy  a  home  and  sign  a  mortgage  for  20  or  25  years,  which  is 

a  pledge  for  a  long  period  of  time.  Or  that  person  will  go  out  and  buy  a 
io  when  a  person  says  he  does  not  ball  eve  in  pledging,  but  buys  cars,  houses , 
"  hew  car  and  finaace  it  for  3  years  which  is  also  a  form  of  a  pledge!^  E utfrryo it 
furniture,,  etc  on  time,  he  is  really  saying,  I  ±HXHHi  believe  in  pledging  anything 

n-r  ?  '*TT*-ir  pi  Hg"i  tti   in  I:  1  i  ^ft,  tha  plg-dgps.-  YQM .  _gv"  *a  g  ohw.i>»h s^rji. th_  a  church 
but  I  do  not  believe  in  pledging  to  God.  But  you  see  these  pledges  are  not'Takei 

pledge  you  can  determine  what  you  want  to  pledge.   With  a  house  or  a  car,  the! 
church  pledges  7!W>       A   s^ -*«■-**  f  r^. 

lending  institution  will  tell  you  that  you  must  pay  70,  30,  100,  or  whatever 

dollars  a  month  for  a  3  yr  period  or  20  years.   And  you  cannot  come  to  them 
and  say,  "Look,  I'm  a  little  short  this  month  and  I  can  only  give  you  a  third 
of  it,  or  half  of  it.   It  is  all  or  you  lose  the  car  or  house  or  whatever. 
,/ith  a  pledge  to  the  church,  no  one  is  coins  to  hound  you  if  you  are  laid  off 
or  you  have  problems  meeting  it. 

In  all  of  this  business  of  giving  to  God,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  doing 
it  in  faith.   In  faith  that  God  is  going  to  give  you  the  health  and  the 
strength  to  be  able  to  work  and  earn  a  living.  And  after  all,  where  does  our 
health  and  strength  come  fax  from?   It  is  a  matter  of  trusting  God  that  when 
he  says  He  will  open  the  windows  of  heaven  and  pour  us  out  a  blessing,  then 
we  must  believe  that  He  will,   lie  can  never  outgive  God,  and  unless  you  have 
taken  this  step  of  faith,  you  cannot  understand  what  I  am  saying.   It  may 
not  come  to  you  in  material  things,  but  it  may  come  to  you  with  a  healthy 
family.   It  may  take  the  form  of  having  a  peaceful  marriage  and  obedient 
children.   It  may  take  the  form  of  contentment  with  your  job  and  the  people 
you  work  with.   And  just  the  reverse  of  these  things  dan  be  true  if  you  are 
miserly  and  selfish  with-  what  God  blcoogw— ysguioZEh. 

A  very  good  example  of  what  I  have  been  trying  to  say,  was  proven  in  the 
]  "e  of  Mr.  LeTourneau  the  earth  moving  machinery  man, 
(Illustration  of  his  tithing  and  the  results) 

Mr.  Letourneau  also  gave  liberally  of  himself  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  a 
portion  of  our  tithe  can  be  given  in  this  way.   ',/ith  the  cost  of  inflation 
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t   raising  families  and  so  on  it  sin't  possible  for  everyone  to  give  a  straight 

1Al^  of  the  salary.   But  it  is  possible  for  everyone  to  give  of  their  time, 

There  is  not  a  one  of  us  who  is  so  busy  that  we  cannot  spare  God  a  few  hours 

a  week  of  our  time.  And  if  any  of  us  think  that  we  are  too  busy  to  fit  God 

in  our  schedule,  then  we  are  gust  that  too  busy,  and  we  need  to  alter  our 

lives. 

The  simple  fact  of  all  of  this  ts  that  we  were  created  to  love  God,   This 

means  that  God  wants  all  of  us.   He  doesnot  just  want  a  portion  or  what  we 

feel  we  esh  want  to  give  Him.   He  wants  our  money,  He  wants  our  time,  He 

wants  our  abilities.   And  in  return  for  giving  all  of  this  overvto  His  care 

and  keeping,  He  -wiH.  bless  us  far  beyond  measure. 

o  we  must  then  ask  ±&  ourselves  the  question,  "Will  we  be  a  part  of  the 

join  the  ranks  of  the  givers 
Stealers  of  74?"  Or  will  we  instead,  ifKxxxiiKKfcx&SJCfc&sxgxxKiExS:     fcsexusK 

in  gratitude  for  what  He  has  given  us?   1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  we 

e^ch  one  gather  together  as  husbands  and  wives,  or  as  families,  and  pray 

earnestly  and  seriously  about  this  before  we  make  a  rash  decision.   God  will 

lead  us  to  give  KfeHKrxsdbtKXXSnnt  as  H„  wants  us  to  if  we  sincerely  seek  His 

guidance  and  help,   let  us  not  be  "Stealers  74,  or  Stealers  any  other  year. 

Let  us  instead  be  lovers  of  God  and  show  it  by  our  actions  and  our  deeds  for 

Him. 


This,  is  the  day  which  thB  .Lord  has  made,  let  us 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it. 


f97^ 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I  :QO  A.M. 

Prelude  Music:  "The   Lord    ts  My   Light"  Psalm  2J 

"Prelude  on  "Melita"      Dykes 
Silent  Prayer 

"''Process  iqnal  Hvmn  No.    30      "Come,    we  who   love   the   Lord'' 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHQRTATI ON 

*Confesbion  (In  Unibqn)  "Gracious  Goo,  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  you  have  promised  to  receive  us  when  we 
come  to  vou,   We  confess  that  we  have  sinned  against  YOU 

TN    THOUGHT,      WORD    ANO     DEED.        We     HAVE    D  I  SOBERED    YOUR     LAW. 
WE     HAVE     NaT     LQVEq     VOU     OR    OUR     NEIGHBORS     AS    WE     SHOULD. 

Forgive  us,    0   Goo,    and   grant  that  we  may   live  and  serve 
you   in  newness  of  li  fe  j  through  jesus  christ  our  lord..   amen 

*Kyrie        (Cho(r,    Congregation   and   Pastor) 

♦Assurance   of  Pardon  -   Choral  Amen 

•Pra I  BE 

♦Pastor;      '0   Lord  open  our   lifs. 

♦People!      And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy   praise 

*Doxology        No,    551 
Scripture  Lesson!  Matthew  2^:    rM—30 

Hymn  No*    256       "Lord,   speak  to  me" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
■Glori a  Patri 
♦Call   to   Prayer 

♦Pastors      The  Lord   se  with   you. 
♦People:     And  with  thy  spirit, 
♦Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
♦Prayer   and   Prayer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory:  "The  Peace  of  God"  Martin 

Dedication  of  Under   Shepherds 
Budget  Presentation 


Nomination  of   Elders   and  Deacons 

Anthem:      "This    is  My  Country"      Jacobs   -  Croir 
Solo   -  Von  Moloney 

Sermon:  "WANTED:   USED  TAUMTSJ1 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   259     "Because    I    have  seen  given 
♦Benediction  and   Three    Fold  Amen  much" 

Organ  Pqstluoe*  "Marche:  Heroique"  Stickles 

---____  *Congregat J  on  Stand  ins  -------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have  seen   placed   by 

Mr,    &  Mr3.    Roy  Pflush    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones1'. 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Wally   Feder,    John  Snow, 

Mqnt  MacKjnney,    James  Malqney,    Steve  Vargo. 
President   and  Mrs.   Raymond  Covert  will  represent  Council 
at   the  door   today. 
Nursery  wjll  be  provided  today  by  Mrs .   Barb  Vargo   and 

Karen  Kennedy, 
Attendance  last  Sunday  was  £05. 
Hospitalized!      Mr.   W.    W.    Pfabe 
Those   Nominated   for   a  three   vfar   period  for   Elder   are! 

Robert  Basehore,    and  Gene   Stephenson.      For   Deacon; 

Paul   Pfabe,    Don   KennedYj    Joan  Master  and  William   PfLuqh. 
Today  -   short  meeting,  with   all  the  Under   Shepherds    in 

the   front  of  the  sanctuary   right  after   worship. 
The  Under  Shepherds  will  visit   you    in   your   homes   today 

or  sometime  this   week.      Please   make   them  welcome. 
Wed,    -  Nov.    13  -    10:30  A.M.    -  Mary  Martha  Circle, 
Next   Saturday  -  Nov,     \S  -  6:00  P.M.    -  THE  YOUTH 

FELLOWSHIP   WILL  HAVE   A   SWIMI-  !  NG   PARTY    AT   THE    YMCA. 

Everyone    is  to  meet  at   the  Y.      They  will  go/the   home 

of  Mr.   &  Mrs.   Ray  Covert,    \2~{  W-ute  Oak  Drive, 

Meapowood*      Parents   can  pick  up   the  Youth  at  9  P.M. 
Thurs.    -   Nov,    2t    -   Butler  Area   Laymen's   Association 

WILL  HOLD  THEIR  FALL  MEETING  AND  DINNER  AT  St.  Paul's 

United  Church  of  Christ  at  Connqquenesss ng  at  6_L1C\_ 
Tickets  are  available  from  Robert  Tait,  j.  w.  Harmon, 
and  Paul  Pfabe. 


To  walk  in  the  way  of  the  Gospel  means  to  let 
Christ  possess  us  wholly.   And  those  who  walk  in 

THIS    BLAMELESS    way     ARE    fiLESBED* 

Welcome  visitore^    sign  cards/book 
If/a**     W**r     M*rtA    ^,^    q:ja     y^MJ 

KAfb~  /76#6*C-  /7   7V>r     fX~A     f*.s~„ 


•Jouldn't  choir 
Or  all  bass? 
Need  blend  bass,  sop,  ten,  alto  make  beautiful 
.  lieed  ushers,  alcolytes,  preachs/teachs/asst  teaol 
workers  all  kinds  run  eta. 

(Illustration  fingerprints) 
D-   U  ever  figure  'J  unique? 
Ask  Paul  Pfabe  bout  fingerprints 
This  way  we  are/all  unique/each  spec  G  eyes 
Alway  remem  very  few  A.  Lincolii/iJhakesneare/.idison 
Most  U3  will  b'  unknown/unheralded  in  world, 
therefore,  play  import  role  G's  plan 
Up  2  each  us  determ  where/how  fit  in  G's  plan 

(Illust.  P.  ,tee3,  and  Gangster) 

Most  us  1  tal  peop 
But  this  no  mean  we  ixxss   less  import  anyl  else. 

In  orchest  take  all  instruments  make  syroph  produce 
beautiful  music . 
But  1  instr  out  tune  create  havoc/Sisrupt  all 
jo  with  us,  Host  blend  tals  2r;ether  create  harmon 
beauty  can  have  Christ's  church 

(.Illust.  wealthy  Girl,  eonseo  2  Xp.) 

God  calling  those  B  follow  His  Son  from  His  hvnly 

classified  ads, 

"  ;&nted:  Used  Talents!" 

./ill  U  apply  2day?  , 

"    "  join  ranks  those  employ  G  in  His  work.' 
"   "  add  your  tals,  however  small,  feeble  they 
B  2  work  4  ch  of  Js  Xpl 

■  about/ask  G  lead  direct  what  should  do. 


I 


"Wanteds  Used  Talents!" 

lext:  Matthew  25:29  "For  to  everyone  who  has  will 

more  he  given,  and  he  will  have 
abundance." 

(Her'  want-ads  from  newspaper.) 

?hL   good  examp  what  wanted  fields  employ/that  expe: 
Sxper  indie  pers  has  talents  used/devel/cultiv 
makes  pers  desirable  industry 
Per  w/exper  more  valu  employ/better  salary 

_  arable  Js  told  scrip  every  Xpian  take  seriously 
-'eletns  not  coins  but  weight. 

ant  silver  576,   5  tal  28S0/2tBl  1152/1  tal  576 

fno  1  tal  &   useless  serv? 
Wm  Barclay,  Pharisee/Scribes 
ac/phars  keep  letter  law 
Any  change  from  this,  heresy 
Have  many  sc/phars  2day 
These  peop  tal  from  G  not  use/refuse  use 
their  action  simil  dig  hole ,  bury  tal  ground 

This  tiara  tell  G  give  diff  gif*3  diff  Pe0P 

ir  how  mush  tal  man  has,  but  what  does  with  it 
G  never  expec  us  do  thing  we  incapa  clo^ 
nor  does  require  perform  act   -  unequipp  perform 
But  G  does  expect  use  ahilis  fullest 
»   "   "  require  use  talents  give  us 
Talents  for  His  honor,  glory 

(Illust.  Adam  Clark) 

Perhap  this  made  him  Great  think  St  gnve  mcent 
y     use  tals  best  could,  succeeded 

Haiti  para  pt  1  furth  thing, 
that  is,  work  well  done/more  work  2  do. 
Js  no  say  you  work  3yrs,  1yr 
He  say,  "Take  cross,  follow  me." 
Have  U  ever  know  peop  feel  only  need  serve  G  short 
1  worn  tell  me,  "worked  3yr,  now  somel  else  turn. 

If  we  look  serv  this  lite,  G  say  when  stand  B4-  Him 
"riTftrt  fTnm   me  you  cursed,  into  tn£  eternal  fire 
.  ;-"_;;  •■■" ■■■.•'■:■'■    -'or  SS  "T"--"1  '  B&B  U£  B&Cfil&»" 
This  record  later  on  same  chap  as  s -rip 

Xpian  serv  &  witn  no  easy  task,  I  no  imply  this 

Do  not  mean  serv  same  dreary  job  yr  after  yr 
I  Do  mean  serv,  certain  area,  move  another 
We  each  given  diff  gifts  from  Q 
We  no  possess  same  things,  this  fortunate 


".'anted:  Used  Talents!" 

Text:  Matthew  25:29,  "?or  to  everyone  who  has  will  more  be  given,  and  he 

will  have  abundance." 

(Head  wanteads  out  of  newspaper. ) 

I  think  this  is  a  good  example  of  what  is  wanted  in  the  different  fields  of 
employment  and  that  is  experience.   And  experience  indicates  that  the  person 
has  talents  that  have  been  used  and  cultivated  and  have  made  that  person 
desirable  fey  in  industry.   It  also  goes  without  saying  that  a  person  who  is 
experienced  is  more  valuable  to  his  employer,  and  thus  commands  a  better 
salary. 

The  story  of  the  master  entrusting  his  property  to  his  servants  is  a  story 
that  everyone  who  calls  himself  a  Christian,  must  take  very  seriously.  ±± 
xsxxxxXEXXxifeai  To  begin  with,  the  talents  involved  in  the  story  were  not 
really  coins  or  money,  but  were  a  weight  instead.  A  tRlent  of  silver  was 
worth  approximately  5576  dollars.  The  man  who  received  five  talents  then, 
received  T>2880  dollars,  the  man  who  received  two  talents  received  $1152 
dollars,  and  the  one  talent  man  received  ^576  dollars. 

An  interesting  thing  about  this  story  is  the  question,  "Who  was  the  one 
talented  or  useless  servant  portrayed  in  the  story?"   William  Barclay  says 
that  is  was  the  Scribes  and  the  pharisees  to  whom  Jesus  was  referring.   i£ 
tk±sxisx±ksxaa;sExtkKKxwsxfls.auixsHHxi 

The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  people  who  strove  to  keep  the  letter  of  the 
law  exactly  as  it  was.   Any  change  from  this,  or  failure  to  follow  it  in 
this  manner  was  heresy  to  them.   We  have  many  Scribes  and  Iharisees  xkxhiee 
amo  g  us  today.   These  are  the  people  who  are  given  talents  by  God  and  do 
not  use  them,  or  refuse  to  use  them.   'Their  action  is  the  equivalent  of 
digging  a  hole  and  burying  the  talent  in  the  ground. 

This  parable  also  tells  us  that  God  gives  different  gifts  to  different 
r  iple.   It  is  never,  how  much  talent  a  man  has,  but  what  he  does  with  it0 
God  never  expects  us  to  do  things  we  are  incapable  of  doing,  nor  does  He 
require  us  to  perform  any  act  which  we  are  unequpped  to  perform.   But  Pie 
does  expect  us  to  use  our  abilities  to  the  fullest.   He  does  require  that 
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we  use  our  abilities  to  the  fullest.  He  does  require  that  our  talents  be 

usf   for  His  honor  and  glory. 

(Illustration  of  Adam  Clark,  English  '"  ioIj  :j    n] 

Perhaps  this  is  what  made  this  man  the  great  thinker  he  was,  or  what  gave 
him  the  incentive  to  use  his  abilities  in  the  proper  way.   He  used  his  talents 
as  best  he  could  and  he  succeeded 

But  this  parable  also  points  out  one  further  thing,  and  that  is,  the 
reward  of  work  well  done  is  more  work  to  do.   Jesus  never  said  that  jtou  are 
to  serve  me  for  only  a  three  year  period,  or  for  one  year  in  my  Church  School  , 
3ut  He  said" take  up  Jour  cross  and  follow  me."   Have  you  ever  known  people  who 
felt  they  only  needed  to  serve  God  for  a  limited  time?   I  had  one  woman  in 
a  church  I  served  become  very  indignant  when  I  suggested  she  continue  to 
serve  in  a  certain  capacity.   She  very  firmly  and  forcefully  informed  me 
that  she  had  done  all  she  was  going  to.   She  had  worked  in  the  Church  School 
f o._  i   three  year  period  and  now  it  was  somaone  elses  turn  to  work,   If  we 
looked  at  our  service  to  the  Lord  in  this  light,  I  dread  to  hear  what  our 
Lord  is  going  to  say  to  us  when  we  come  to  the  day  we  stand  before  Him  and 
He  pronounces  His  eondemnation  on  us.   He  will  say,  "De apart  from  me  you 
cursed,  into  the  eternal  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."   And 
you  will  find  this  recorded  a  little  later  in  the  same  chapter  we  have  used 
for  our  scripture  and  text.   I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  our  Christian  service 
and  witness  will  be  easy.   It  will  be  difficult  at  times,  and  yes,  even  dis- 
couraging because  we  will  be  beset  with  the  trials  and  problems  of  life,  as 
well  as  becoming  confronted  from  the  wiles  of  the  devil.   But  through  the 
strength  and  the  power  that  comes  from  God  through  prayer  and  seeking  His 
guidance  we  can  overcome  all  of  this. 

But  you  see  our  service  for  the  Lord  is  for  a  lifetime.   This  does  not 
le..,  that  we  must  serve  in  the  same  capacity  year  after  dreary  year.   But  it 
does  mean  that  after  we  have  served  a  term  on  the  Church  Council,  that  we 
move  out  and  work  in  another  area.  We  each  are  given  different  gifts  from 
God.   We  do  not  all  possess  the  same  abilities,  and  this  is  indeed  fortunate. 
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Wouldn't  the  choir  sound  horrible  if  they  were  all  sopranoes?  Or  all  basses? 
It   kes  a  blending  of  3opranoes,  basses,  tenors  and  altos  to  make  it  sound 
beautiful.   It  takes  ushers,  and  acolytes,  preachers,  teachers,  assistant 
teachers,  and  workers  of  all  kinds  to  run  a  church. 

But  did  you  ever  consider  that  each  one  of  you  are  unique?  Have  you  ever 
thought  that  in  God's  great  plnn  you  are  something  special?  Ask  Paul  Pfabe 
sometime  to  explain  fingerprints  to  you  and  you  will  find  that  no  two  finger 
prints  have  ever  been  discovered  that  were  identically  the  same.  Each  finger 
print  Is  unique  and  different,  xsrx&s  Doesn't  this  say  something  to  You?  Joes 
it  not  make  you  feel  that  God  was  really  concerned  when  He  created  you?  Hoes 
it  not  show  that  you  are  something  and  someone  special  in  His  eyes? 

You  are  important  in  God's  eyes  and  in  His  kingdom.  He  has  something  for 
you  to  do.   You  were  so  important  that  He  gave  His  Son  for  you.   What  you  do 
or  do  not  do  is  important  and  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  Lord's  work,  and 
to   te  witness  of  Christ,   './e  must  always  remember  that  very  few  people  are 
Abraham  Lincoln's,  or  jhakespeare ' s ,  or  Thomas  bisons.   Host  of  us  are  and 
always  will  be  unknown  and  unheralded  in  the  world.   But  it  takes  all  of  us 
common  people  to  make  up  this  world  and  therefore  we  must  play  an  important 
pa  t  in  the  vast  plan  of  God.  Therefore,  it  is  up  to  each  of  us  to  determine 
just  where  and  how  we  can  fit  into  God's  xskamK  plan. 

(Illustration  of  i aul  Rees  and  talents,  as  well  as  the  line  from  oangster 
sermon  on  talents) 

Host  of  us  are  only  one  talent  people.   But  this  EbsKXH  does  not  mean  that 
we  are  any  less  important  than  anyone  else.   In  an  orchestra  it  takes  all  of 
the  different  instruments  to  make  a  symphony  XEHHst  produce  beautiful  music. 
But  justvlet  one  of  those  instruments  be  played  xhxh  out  of  tune,  and  It  dis- 
rupts the  entire  concert.  So  it  is  with  us,  we  must  all  blend  our  talents 
to   fcher  to  create  the  harmonious  beauty  that  we  can  have  in  Christ's  church. 
^iitTaxisaiiEKXHfx^KaiikyxgxEixaiEixKHiixMErafexHHxtHxSiixist 
4o&fiZMn&*wB!6*eiJCil  bfcLj£3Wl**Cl©)*2^iS3^jE*Ba^?<<iG#T  isr*al*lflfe<ets." 
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( Illustration  of  wealthy  girl  and  consecration  to  Christ) 

"od  is  Xi±±±  calling  to  those  who  would  be  followers  of  His  Son, 
EanB;^i^:fe^xfc3rax?£HXyx^HKX±:£±&i&xaiK:x:aEHXK^  from  His 

heavenly  classified  ads,  "Wanted:  Used  Talents!"   Will  you  apply  today.   Will 
you  join  the  ranks  of  those  who  are  employed  by  God  in  His  work?  Will  you 
add  your  talents  however  small  or  feeble  they  may  be ,  to  work  for  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ?  iray  about  it,  and  ask  God  to  lead  you  in  fek±sxa±EKirfcxroi 
what  you  should  do. 


I  was  glad  when  they  said  to  me,  "Let  us  go  to  the 

house  of  the  Lord!"  0  Come  let  us  worship  and  bow 

f     m,    let   us  kneel  before  the  Lord,   our  Maker 1 
ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  Or  CHRIST 
Butler ,    Pennsylvami  a 
Twenty— Fourth   Sunday  After  Pentecost        November    l'7. '97^ 
Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.  Marilyn   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Sill  Watter s on   anp  Randy   D-t_len  -  Acolytes 

ORDER   FOR  WORSHIP    I  I .00  A.M. 

Prelude  Mus i c :        "Theme:   from    rFi nlandi a"        3j  sel lus 
"When   Goo  Leads"  Clarke 

Si  lent  Prayer 
* Process ional  Hymn  No.    3*    "Father,    again    in  Jesus'    name" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*ExHortati on 
^Confess  ion   (In  Unison)    h0   Lord  Our  Goo,    great,    eternal, 

wonderful    in  glory,    who   keepest   covenant  and  PROMISE 

for    those   that    love    thee    with   their    WHOLE   HEART,    who 

ART  THE  LIFE  OF  ALL,   THE  HELP  OF  THOSE  THAT  FLEE  UNTO 
THEE,  THE  HOPE  OF  THOSE  WHO  CRY  UNTO  THEE,   CLEANSE  US 
FROM  OUR  SINS,  AND  FROM  EVERY  THOUGHT  DISPLEASING  TO 
THY  GOODNESS,    CLEANSE  OUR  S0UL6  AND  BODIES,  OUR  HEARTS 
AND  CONSCIENCES,  THAT  WITH  A  PURE  HEART  AND  A  CLEAR 
HIND,  WITH  PERFECT  LOVE  ANP  CALM  HOPE,  WE  MAY  VENTURE 
CONFIDENTLY  AND  EEAHLESSLY  TO  PRAY  UNTO  THEE.    AmEN." 

*Kvrie     (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pabtq&I 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
*Prai se 

*Pagtqr:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*Peqfle"   And  cur  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   Mo.  55' 
Scripture  Lesson:    Psalm  139 
Hvmn  No*  3'5  "Lead,  kindly  Light" 
♦Affirmation  op  our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
*Gloria  Patri 
*Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastor!   The  Lord  be  W-Ith  you* 
*Peopl_:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
*Pastor!   Let  us  Pray* 
•Praycr  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer i ng 

Qffertqrv.    "Andante  Grazioso"       Mozart 


Anthem:  !tla   There  Anvbodv  Here?"  Wilson 

Sermon:  "A  KNOW,   KNQWi" 

Prayer   and  Lord's  Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    31  I    "Now   once   again  for  help" 
•Benedict toN  and  Three   Polo  Amen 

Organ  Pqstlude.  "Antiphon"  Muffat 

________  *c0ngr£gat ion   standing   ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have  been   placed   by 

Mrs.   Grace  Riddle  for  Mr.   &  Mrs*    Steve  Vargo    in  honor 

of   their   Jth  Wedding   Anniversary      (Nov.    !B). 
Sehving   as   Ushers   today   are:    *Paul  Rjemeh,    Daryl   Tait, 

John   Dreher,    Gary  Penar,    Don   Kingsley* 
Deacon  and  Mrs*    Paul  Riemer  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door   today* 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  i»a~   £27- 
Nursery  will   be   provided   today   by:      Mrs,   Margaret 

Covert   and   Paula   Stephenson*. 
Hospitalized:      Mr.    W.    W.    Pfabe  -   BCMH*    Everett    McJandless 
Tooay  -  Time  and   Talent  sheets    are   due  -   please   return 

THEM  TO  BEA  IN  THE  Off  I GE  -  If  YOU  ARE  NOT  FINISHED 
CALLING  -  PLEABE  DO  BO  THIS  WEEK.  Th  I  5  JNFORMAT  ION 
IS  IMPORTANT  FOR  THE  YEAR  BOOK. 

Monday  -  6* On  _  Fidelity  Bible  Class  Tureen  Supper  - 

There  will  also  se  a  grab  hag. 
Wednesday  -  g;0^i  -  Golden  Circle  Meeting  -  Thev  will 

BE  MAKING  CHRISTMAS  DECORATIONS  -  MEMBERS  WILL  NEED 
BC  tSSORS. 

Thurs.    -  6*30  -  Butler  Area    Laymen's    Association 
Fall  Dinner  and  Meeting  at   St.    Paul's  UCC  at 

CoNNOQUENESSl NG.         TICKETS     ARE    AVAILABLE     FROM    RoGERT 

Tait,    J,   W,    Harmon  and   Paul  Pfabe. 

Afi    ORDER    WENT     IN    LAST     WEEK    FOR     THE     DeLUXE     CLOTH 

bound   Living  Bible  which  with  a   bpecial  coupon  from 
the  Church    (cost  will   be    $7.^7)-      Another  order  will 
be  going   this   wee**  -   if   you  would   like   to   have  a 

COPY    -    PLEASE     LEAVE    Bea    Ta I T     KNOW.         THE     CHILDREN*- 

Living  Bible   is   $**.9l    also   available  with  a   coupon. 

A   copy  qf  the:  Adult   Living  Bible    is    in  the  Office 

should   you  want   to  see    i  t. 
Next    Sunday  -  7:00  -  YOUTH  CHOIR  PRACTICE 
Don't   forget   -  Greenville  Home   needs   -  pantyhose, 

nylons ,    bits   of   yarn,    trimming,    empty   spools. 


!ven  W  we  anything  G  knew  us 
How  wonder  yet  could  we  expect  less  from  G? 
In  infin  love/mercy  He  planned  4  us 
He  wanted,  us  come  4th  3  part  His  creation 

Yet  how  often  we  live  like  this? 
)  not  insted  grumb/moan/quest , 
•  was  I  horn?   'a/hat  purpose  of  life  4  me?  How 
can  I  ro  on?"  . 

begin  J 

Our  quest  should  cease  S-.  we  iiaiRn  instead  praise 
5  1  all  works  &  echo  words  Dav  17-18 

But  Dav  remem3  be  still  among  peop  no  know  G 
He  concern  whajr  hap  these  peop 
he  want  comf  &  assur  liv  Gly  life  not  in  vain 
Sc  so  he  speak  thots  aloud,  state  what  G  will  do 

Vsss  19-22 

Must  reniem  this  01   Pe  no  Ep  speak  harts  peop  OT 
When  Xp  came  gave  new  Commands,  we  2  love  enemies 

He  told  foils  do  good  those  deppite  use  U 
seek  luv  all  men  good/evil 
But  he  no  tell  love  sin 
Told  luv  sinner,  but  not  sin 
In  essence  this  Dav  say  these  vss 
He  say  radio  disturb  those  against  will  of  G 
"  cannot  stand  th  s  type  living  &  he  count  as 
enemies  of  G.  &  they  were 
Dav  show  right,  indig,  which  prop  &  just 
Js  showed  this  in  Temp, 
but  danger  rio;ht  indig  we  Judge/jury  in  lives  peo' 
.  Must  no  do,  but  commend  care  Al.G,  •  Be  .jusge 

::>,24 
Dav  close  Pa  with  prayer 
he  pray  G  serch  hart/mind/soul 
he  ask  G  look  inward  deep  see  if  wick  then  lead 
etern  life 
not  only  pray  conf  &  self-ex,  but  no1  pray 
unless  complete  will  open  life  eye  of  Al  G 

Dal?  seek  all  this  Ps  have  G  know  him  1  know  G  as 
this  "A  Know,  Know,"  Psr  well 

r.  I  Gor,  1j:12  say  another  way, 
"How  I  know  in  part,,  but  then  shall  I  eh  know,  even 
as  I  am  known." 
2  know  &  B  known  essence  of  Xpianity  :■  Xpian 

.Illustration  man/operation/testimony) 

Uere  man  who  knew  in  WQOm 

ora  Place  ooiap.  trust  & 

conf. 


Know,  Know!" 

Text:  Psalm  159:23,24, 

Liarch  me,  0  God,  and  know  my  heart;  try  me,  and 
ow  my  thoughts ;  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  wa; 
in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting." 

Amy  and  Jennifer  Barkley/Amy  woke  her  up. 
11   know."   "I  don't  know." 

KnowinjyWnknowins  common  all  peop,  not  only  child 

Things  no  should  do  call  no  no's. 
139  Ps,  Is  of  Know,  Know,  spell  K 
Bib  schols  argue  author/I  say  David 

Not  love  J  s  love  words/phrases 
Pa  deep  thot  &  deep  conviction 
Not  writ  as  mod  writers  make  best  sell. 

Vss  1-6, 

Dav  draw  conclus  G  omniscient/all  knowing 
He  know  all/see  all 
in  2day  worls  conflict  with  this, 
man  say  he  search  4  Bod 
but  little/nothing  said  G  search  4  man 

1  roost  often  herd  complaint  peop  not  understood. 
Yg  peop  "You  no  understand 
we  live/act/speak  all  sincereity,  yet  misunder 

(Walter  dccles  poem  "Not  Understood) 

plea  secies  make  last  line  echoed  by  Dav,  ^ 
but  assur  G  see-all/know-all  about  us,  even  ip* 
misunderstood  by  men. 

;-i2 
Dav  quest  ever  able  B  out  site  of  G 
No  matter  where  go  G  there 
even  depths  of  hell  He  there/uttermost  part  sea 
this  comfort  aa  well  as  disturbing 

(Illustration  3ig-Godder) 
This  Dav,  He  3ig-Godder 
G  everywhere/know  everything  about  everyone. 
Ho  can  escape  Him 
This  God  we  must  have  if  we  really  love/worsh/ 
in  faith  and  truth. 

Vss  13-18 
Dave  acknow  S  aware  him  when  Just  micro-organism 
jeinp;  joined  another  micro-organism  within  body 

"SSTth.ory  make  1   pause   truly  comprehend  lovjf 


God. 


In  fact  place  very  life  3 

This   what   all   should  B   able   do 
We   should   echo   words   Dav  B   able   say  as   he   did, 

s   23,24, 

"Search  me   0   God,    and  know  my  heart;    try  me   and 

>w  my  thoughts;    and   see    if   there   be   any  wicked  w 
way  in  me,    and  lead  me   in  the  way  everlasting." 


Know  me,    &  whether  Xp   lives   within  me. 
Test  me,   &  see  how  strong  my  faith  is. 
Cleanse   me   from  all   evil  &  wicked  &  lead  me   ever 
toward  etern  life   with  You. 

To  know  Js  Xp   is   2  B  able   speak  comp  faith/as sur 
To  know  Saviour  is   2  know  Father 
To  know  He   lived/died/  4  us ,   2  know  that  which 
leads  way  everlasting 

May  we   each  B   "A  Know,    Know,"    in  this   life, 
&  may  we   also   B   "&  Know,    Know,"    in  G's    etern 
kingdom,   thru  our  knowing  Js   Xp  as   our  Saviour. 


"A  Know,  Know! " 

Psalm  139:25,24,   "Search  me,  0  God,  and  know  my  heart;  try  me,  and  know  my 
thoughts ; 

and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in 
the  way  everlasting." 

Where  we  lived  in  the  central  part  of  the  xh±k  state,  we  became  friends 

young  lady  worked  as  a  waitress 
with  a  young  widow  who  had  two  children.   Tjie  xMHiiasfexgiEiXMHsx^piKixaxaHkyx 
for  a  time,  and  she  asked  Shirley  if  she  would  baby -it  the  children. 
aK&x£itgxg±3EtxiiB:±±xa: 

The  youngest  was  a  baby  and  the  older  girl  was  old.   Amy,  the 

older  girl  would  go  into  the  living  room  where  Jenifer  was  sleeping  on  the 

couch  and  after  a  short  time  she  would  have  Jenifer  awake ,  because  she  pushed 

and  pulled  at  her.   Naturally,  Amy  would  be  crying  and  it  was  difficult  to 

get  her  to  go  back  to  sleep.   We  would  say  to  Amy,  "Don't  you  know  that  wks 

you  should  let  Jenifer  sleep  Amy?"   And  she  would  answer,  "I  Know!"   And  then 

we  would  ask,  "WE11,  why  don't  you  let  her  sleep?"   And  shenwould  answer, 

that  knowing,  and  not  knowing 
"I  don't  know!"  Now  we  may  think  iters:  is  a  common  thing  among  children  only  , 

;  this  is  incorrect.   Knowing,  and  not  knowing  is  indicative  of  all  ages  of 
people  in  all  walks  of  life  from  small  children  to  elderly  people.   ,/e  speak 
of  fefcribigsxteKiKgx  some  things  we  should  do  and  others  we  should  not  do.   Those 
we  Eissaxxgc  should  not  do,  we  classify  as  "No,  NoSs."   Well,  even  in  the  Bible, 
there  are  many  "No,  No's",  but  there  is  also  the  realm  of  "ivnowing  and  Not 
Knowing."   The  139th  Psalm  is  a  good  example  of  this  and  a  Psalm  that  I 
would  entitle  "A  Know,  Know,"  spelling  the  word  kroaxx  know. 

3iblical  scholars  dispute  the  authorship  of  this  particular  Psalm,  and 
some  say  the  author  is  unknown,  and  other  claim  David  as  its  author.   I 
personally  believe  that  David  wrote  it  , regardless  of  trhat  others  are  using 
ad  their  criteria  for  another  author.   If  you  read  this  i-salm  through  several 
times,  you  will  see  in  it,  the  hand  of  someone  who  has  known  and  lived  through 
all  that  he  is  writing  about.   The  author  has  internalized  all  of  this,  and 

.s  agonsized  all  of  this  in  his  own  life.   This  is  not  just  a  lovely  Psalm 

of  lovely  words  and  lovely  phrases,  but  it  is  instead  a  1 salm  of  deep  thought 

and  deep  conviction.   It  is  a  Psalm  that  could  not  have  been  written  much 
like  some  of  our  modern  writers  sit  down  to  pen  some  lines  that  will  make  a 
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-2- 
best  seller. 

But  let  us  look  at  it,  and  analyse  it  to  see  what  is  being  said.   In  the 
first  6  verses,  (read  them)  we  see  that  David  has  drawn  the  conclusion  that 
God  is  indeed  omniscient,  oi?  in  other  words  that  he  knows  everything  th£  is 
going  on.   That  God  understands.   In  todays  word  there  is  a  very  definite 
contrast  between  this  isalm  and  our  thinking.  Much  is  made  today  of  man 
and  his  search  for  God.   We  keep  saying  that  man  is  looking  for  God  and  seek- 
ing Him  everywhere.   But  little  or  nothing  is  said  of  the  search  of  Sod  for 
us,  and  for  His  knowledge  of  who  and  what  we  are0 

One  of  the  most  often  heard  camp&aints  of  people  today,  is  that  they 

are  misunderstood.   Our  young  people  tell  us,  "¥ou  Just  don't  understand." 

V"   live,  we  act.  we  speak  in  all  sincerity,  only  to  learn  that  our  motives 

and  our  desires  have  been  misinterpreted  and  we  are  misquoted.  Walter 

Eccles  wrote  a  poem  about  this  very  thing,  which  he  entitled,  "Hot  Understood. 

llustration  of  Secies  poem,  page  713,  col.  B  Interpreter's  Bible,  vol.  4) 

The  plea  which  Mr.  Secies  make  in  the  last  lines  of  this  poem  are  echoed  by 

David,  but  with  the  assurance  that  God  does  see  all,  and  know  all  about  us, 

even  if  we  are  misunderstood  by  men. 
(read  7-12) 

In  the  next  few  verses  we  see  the  questioning  od  David  as  he  inquires 

whether  he  is  ever  able  to  be  out  of  sight  of  God.  No  matter  where  he  goes 
God  is  there,  that  even  in  the  depths  of  hell,  or  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
sea,  God  is  present,  Sfcix  This  can  be  a  comforting  thought  as  well  as  a 
disturbing  one. 
(Illustration  of  Big-Godder,  Barnhouse  pg  132) 

This  is  the  kind  of  man  David  was,  he  was  a  Big-Godder.   God  was  every- 
where, He  knew  everything  about  everyone,  He  could  not  be  escaped  from. 
This  is  the  kind  of  God  we  must  have,  if  we  are  to  really,  love  and  worship 

j.m  in  faith  and  truth, 
read  verse  13-18, 

ire  David  acknowledges  that  God  was  aware  of  him  when  he  was  Just  a 
small  micro-organism  that  was  being  Joined  to  another  micro-organism  within 
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the  body  of  his  mother.   This  is  a  theory  that  makes  one  pause  to  truly  com- 
p   .lend  the  love  of  God.   .ilven  before  we  were  anything,  God  knew  of  us. 
How  wonderful  this  is,  and  yet  could  we  expect  anything  less  from  God? 
In  His  infiniteclove  and  wisdom  ?Te  planned  for  us,  He  wanted  us  to  come  forth 
and  to  be  a  part  of  His  creation.  Yet,  how  often  do  we  live  like  this? 
Do  we  not  instead  grumble  and  moan  and  sometimes  even  question,  "Why  was  I 
ever  born?   j'hy  am  I  here?   './hat  purpose  is  life  for  me,  and  how  can  I  go 
on?"   Our  jeehxhk  questioning  should  cease,  and  we  should  instead  begin  to 
praise  God  for  all  of  His  works,  and  we  should  echo  the  words  of  David, 
(vss  17,18)  "How  presious  also  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me  0  God!   How  great  is 
the  sum  of  them!   If  I  should  count  them,  they  „re  more  in  number  than  the 
sand;  when  I  awake,  I  am  still  with  thee." 

But  then  David  remembers  that  he  is  still  among  those  who  do  not  acknowledge 
God  and  he  is  concerned  as  to  what  will  happen  to  these  people.   He  wants  the 
c   .fort  and  the  assurance  that  the  living  of  the  gSHii  Godly  life  is  not  in 
vain,  and  so  he  speaks  these  thoughts  out  loud  by  stating  what  he  believes 
God  will  do. 
(verses  19-22) 

Now  we  must  remember  that  this  is  the  Old  Testament  and  Christ  had  not 
spoken  to  the  hearts  of  the  Old  Testament  people.   When  Chirst  came  He 
gave  the  new  commandments  and  a  part  of  these  was  to  love  your  enemies.  He 
told  his  followers  to  do  good  to  those  who  despitefully  use  you,  and  to  seek 
to  love  all  men,  whether  good  or  evil.   But  one  thing  He  did  not  tell  us 
to  do,  and  that  was  to  love  Sin.   He  said  to  love  the  sinner,  but  not  to 
love  the  Sin.   In  essence  this  is  a  part  of  what  Eavid  is  saying  in  these 
verses.   He  is  saying  that  he  is  radically  distimbed  by  those  who  are  going 
against  the  will  of  God,  and  he  cannot  stand  this  type  of  living  and  he  is 

anting  these  people  as  enemies  of  God.   Which  is  what  they  were.   David 
is  showing  forth  righteous  indignation  which  is  proper  and  just.   Jesus 

showed  forth  this  type  of  thinking  when  he  cast  out  those  who  were  buying 
and  selling  in  the  Temple.   But  the  danger  in  righteous  indignation  is  that 


we  can  become  judge  and.  jury  in  the  lives  of  other  people.   .7e  must  not  do 

fc]   j,  but  must  instead,  commend  them  to  the  care  of  Almighty  God,  and  let 

God  be  the  judge  of  all  men,  including  us. 

(read  verses  23-24) 

David  closes  texx  this  Psalm  with  a  prayer.  He  is  praying  that  God  will 

search  his  heart  and  his  soul,  and  his  mind.   He  is  asking  God  to  look  inwar  d 

deeply  and  to  see  if  there  is  anything  there  that  is  wicked,  and  then  to  lead 

him  to  everlasting  life.   It  is  not  only  a  prayer,  but  it  is  a  prayer  of 

self-confession  and  self-examination.  Ho  one  would  pray  a  prayer  such  as 

this  if  he  were  not  completely  willing  to  have  his  life  completely  open  to 

the  all-searching  eye  of  Almighty  God. 

have  God  know  him  .  . 

David  seeks  in  all  od  this  Psalm  to  fomx   God,  to  be  known  of  God,  and 

to  know  God  as  well.   This  then  could  be  called  "A  Know,  Know,"  Psalm. 

Paul,  in  I  Corinthians  13:12  states  this  same  thing  in  yet  another  way,  He 

E   s,  "How  I  know  in  part,  but  then  shall  I  know  even  as  I  am  known."   To 

know  and  to  be  known  is  the  essence  of  being  a  Christian. 

(Illustration  of  man/operation,  and  testimony,  (  singing  hymn  before  operation 

and  death) . 

Here  was  a  man  who  knew  in  whom  he  could  place  his  complete  trust  and 
confidence,  in  fact  place  his  very  life.   This  is  what  we  should  all  be  able 
to  do.   We  should  echo  the  words  of  i&KXXsaimxxi  David  and  be  able  to  say 
as  he  did,  "Search  me  0  God,  and  know  my  heart;  try  me  and  know  my  thoughts. 
And  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting." 
Know  me,  and  whether  Christ  lives  within  me.  Test  me  and  see  how  strong  my 
faith  is.   Cleanse  me  from  all  evil  and  wickedness  and  lead  me  ever  toward 
eternal  life  with  you. 

To  know  Jesus  Christ  is  to  be  able  to  speak  thus  with  complete  faith  and 

ourance.   To  Know  the  Saviour  is  to  know  the  Father.   To  know  that  He 
us 
lived  and  died  for  ms  is  to  know  that  which  leads  us  in  the  way  everlastings 

also 
Hay  we  each  be  "A  Know,  Know"  in  this  life  and  may  we  be  "A  Know,  Know"  in 
God's  eternal  kingdom  through  our  knowing  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Saviour B 


A  voice  cries:  "In  the  wilderness  prepare  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  hitrhwaT 
for  our  God. 

ST.    PAUL'S   UNlTrD   CHURCH   OF   CHRIST 

BUTLER,     PENNSVLVANI  A 

First   Sunday   in  Invent  OtewiKM    I,    I971* 

Rev.  R.-.lph  C.  Link,   P*btoh 

Mks.  Wallace  Fee-sh,  C'iiganibt 

Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Ck^'r  Director 

GoRrow  Kennedy  ,   Jeff  Campbell  -  Acolytes 

DROER  OF  BORSH1P  I  I  ;  00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:   "',Vi  nbs  Through  Olive  Trees"      Rees 
"Nazareth*  Gounod 

Si  lent  Praver 
'Processional  Hymn  No,  93  "Arise,  the  kingdom  is  at  hand" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Ekhcrtati on 
•Confession  (In  Unison")  "Eternal  Goo,  in  »*on>  we   live  and 

MOVE  ANO  HAVE  OUR  BEING,  WHOSE  FACE  IS  HIPriEN  from  us  by 

our  sins,  ann  whose  mercy  we  forget  in  the  slinoness  of 
our  hearts!  cleanse  us,  we  beseech  thee,  from  all  our 
offenses,  and  deliver  us  from  proud  thoughts  ano  vatn 
desireb;  that  with  lom-iness  anc  meekness  we  mav  draw  near 
to  thee'.  confessing  our  faults,  confiding  in  thy  grace, 
and  finding  in  thee  our  refuge  ano  our  strength,  through 
Jesus  Chri  st  thy  Son,  Amen.  " 

•Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Parcon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0  U>Rr  open  our   lips. 

•People:      And  our  mouth  shall  bho*'   forth   thy   praise 

•OojioLcGY       No.    55' 
Scripture   Lesson:  Luke    I:   ?6-^S 

Lighting  of  Advent   Candle 
Hymn  No.    I  (A       "Angels,    from  the  realms   of  glory" 

•Affirmation  of  our   Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri 

•  Call  to  Prayer 


*Pastor 
•Peocle 

•Fastor 


The  Lord  be  with  you. 
And  »"Lth  thy  spirit. 
Let  us  Pray, 


•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory:  "The  Voice 


THE    VilLDERWE^B11  SCOTT 

Solo   by  Von  Ma  lone  y 


Hang  ins   or  Greens      -  Darryl  Master,    David   Vensel, 
Bradley  Amos,    Greg   Bcsko   and  Randy   Dellen. 

AwtHEMI  I1AlqNG     THE    OLDEN     CHRISTMAS    R0ADir  W|I_SQN 

Sermon:        "Songs    In  The  Njght:        Sont,  Of  Emmanuel!" 
Prayer   and  Lorci'g   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No-    SB      "0   come,    0   come,    Emmanuel" 
•Benediction  and   Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ   PoStLude:  "Forever   Thine"  Frick 

________  +Congregat ion  Standing   ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been  placed   by 

Mr.    &  Mrs,    Franc  I- 6   H.    Maxwell    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Allen  Botacchi ,    John 

Redman,    Dan  GoSK_t    Robert  KnaUer  ant   Charles   Penar. 
Elder  and  Mrs.    Paul  Campbell  wtll   represent  Council 

at    the    door   today.. 
The  attendance   last   Sunday  was   _37- 
Nursery   will   be   providec   today   by  J      Mrs,    Sharon 

Stauffer  and   Laurel   Stauffer. 
Monday  -  7:3°  "  Women's  Wary   Prugh  Circle  Meeting 
Weo.    -  f'.^O  -  Church  Council  meeting 
Thurs*    -  Newsletter  will,   qe   published   -  please   have 

all  material    in  by  wednesday. 
The  New  Advent  Wreath  wWich    is   being   used   for  the  first 

was   a  sift  from  Mr %    _  Mrs.   John  Chuhra  -  Mr.   Chuhra 

WAS     A     FORMER    MEMBER    -     NOW    RESIDING      IN    KaRNS     CITY. 

Pdinsetta  Chart  and   Flowcr  Chart  will  be  sent  around 
today  -  Prices   are   still  not  available  for   Poinsetta's, 
Flowers  are  $8.00  as  of  no** 

The   price   effective  on  the  Bjsleb   with  the   coupons 
19  good  until  Dec.    25,   however,    you   cannot   expect 
to  qct   them  before  Christmas    if  they  are   not   ordered 
shortly. 

Basketball   Sign-up  Sheet    ts    in   the  Narthex   on   the 
Bulletin  Board,   or   you  can  sign  up    in  the  Office  now* 

The   LOVE,    kindness   and  thoughtfulness   _'Hg»'n   to   us  by 

THE  MEMBERS  OF  OUR  CHURCH  HAS  BEEN  VERY  MUCH 

appreciated.   Thank  you  -Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  W.  Pfabe, 
=- TONIGHT  -  7:nrv_;O0  -  YOUTH  CHOIR  PRACTICE 

Mrs*  Ralph  Qreheh  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who 

visited  her,  sent  carps  and  prayers,   she  would  also 

like  to  thank  r_v«  llnk  and  brother  cooper. 
-=-Tues,  Bible  Study  has  been  changed  to  Thurs.  evenings 

at  the  Church  for  those  "mo  were  unable  to  attend  Tues. 

AND    MAY3E     FIND     IT    MORE     CONVENIENT.  j 


THE  HANGING  OF  THE  GREENS 

(The  organist   flays  Christmas  music  softly  during 

THE    TOLLOW1  Nfl)  '• 

The  Hanging  of  the  Greens:     The  Evergreen,    The  Hqlly, 
The  MjstleToe,    The  Star,    The  Bells, 
Minister:     We're  bringing    in  the  Christmas   greens 

For   Christmas  ft*c   is  ncnel  ^tw<^     fFAft. 

We're    bringing   holly,    spruce,    and  pine 

to   hang   upon   the  walls   and   shine 

With  Christmas  love  and  cheer. 

We'RE     COMING    WITH     THE     CEDAR    90UGHS? 

We're    bhingtng  Christmas    in! 
And  all  the  children  here  ano   there 
Around  the  world   and   everywhere 
Are  sjnging  Christmas    in. 

Everywhere,    in   homes   and    in   churches,    we  hang  the 
Christmas   greens.      But   in  our  merriment   and  joy  we  call 
to   ming   the  meaning   of    each   one.      they   are  not   mere 
traditions,    but   symbols   to   remind   us  of  the  gift  of 
God    I n  his   Son. 

THE  EVERGREENS 

(AS  THE  REAPER  BEGINS  TH 1 6  SELECTION,   THE  EVERGREEN 
BEARERS  COME  DOWN  THE  AISLE  OF  THE  CHURCH),.    (THEY 
CARRY  VASES  OR  PUNCHES  OF  PINE,   CEDAR,  SPRUCE  OR  ANY 
EVERGREENS. ) 

M i_n i_§ ter i  Bring  in  the  greens,  the  pine,  the  fir,  the: 
cedar,  -  ale.  are  a  part  of  christmas  jov, 
Their  spicy  fragrance  and  evergreen  remind  us  even 
when  all  ib  barren  of  the  promfsed  reawakening  of 
the  sanctuary  with  the  boughs  *f   evergreen  as  a  promise  ■ 
of  the  new  life  and  a  sign  of  the  hope  that  in  christ 
all  live  foreveb. 

(When  the  evergreen  Bearers  arrive  at  the  chancel  they 
etano  reverently  until  the  reaper  has  finished.   then 
the  reader  places  the  greens  on  the  altar  or  the  bearers 
themselves  place  them  appropriately.   apter  the  greens 
have  seen  ■•laced  the  0earere  rfturn  to  the  chancel  steps.) 

L 


Minister;   The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  c^me  unto  thee, 
the   fir   tree,    the  p  i  ne   tree,    ano   the   box   together,    to 
beautify  the  place   of   thy  sanctuary, 
(The   Evergreen  Bearers   turn   and   take  seats    in  the  front 
of  the  church. ) 

THE  HOLLV 
(The  Holly   Bearer  comes   town  the   aisle.      He   carries  a 
large  hollv  wreath.) 

Mini bter:    Gleaming   orightly    in  the  light  of  Christmas 
candles   the  glistening  leaves  and   dright   berries  of 
the  holly  remtno  us   of  the  joy  and   happrness  that  gomes 
to   mankind   as   we  rememher   the   0|rth   of  gop  '  b   son.      as 
we   hear   again  the  worhs  of  the  olo  carol,   we  know  that 
Christ  was    rorn    for  us, 

{The  Holly   Bearer  places   the  wreath,    then    returns   to 
the  chancel  steps). 

Mi ni ster :    The    holly  and   the    ivy,    when  they   are   both 
full-grown 

If    all   the   trees  that   are    in  the  wood, 

the  holly   pears  the   crown* 
The   hqlly   oears    a   oerry,    as     reo    as   any   elgod* 
Ano   Ma»Y    nnfit    SWEET    JeSljS,     ti    nn    PnOR   SINNERS    GOOD. 

THE  MISTLETOE 
(The  Holly  Bearer   leaves    and    the  Mistletow  Bearer 

STARTS     DOWN     THE    AISLE-         SHE     CARBIEB     A    LARGE     BPRAY    OF 
MISTLETnw     TtED     WITH    SILVER    AND     SREEN    RltlRON.3 

mtnlsteri      the  mistletow  has   become   for  us    the  sign  of 
merriment  gymdnljzep   cv   the  klss;    rut,    in   ancient   time, 
two  warriors   meeting   under  the  mtbtletce,    threw  down 
their  arms,      thus,     tt   pecame   a  custom  among   the 
Christians  to  place  a  spray  of  mistletoe   upon  the  altar 
at  Christmas  time   as   a  reminder  of  the  peace  of  Got 
and  of  the  power  of  christ  to   heal  the  hurts  of   the 
body  ano  soul. 
(Star  bearer)  A  .  __   ^a+. 

Hxnister:    The   star   has  become   for  us   a   si£n  that 
that     announced  the   birth   of   that  baby   in   Bethlehem. 
For  years  people   sought   this    sign   and  when   it   did 
come   it  was   shared  with   the   common  people ,   as   well 
as   with  royalty. 

2. 


tar  of  wonder,  star  of  night,  star  with  royal 
beauty  bright, 
Westward  leading,  still  proceeding,  suide  us  to  thy 
perfect  Light. 

(Bell  bearer) 

Minister:  The  bells  are  a  sign  of  that  which  rings  o 
out  the  joy  that  once  again  God  has  come  to  dwell 
among  men.   God  has  provided  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind  and  what  better  way  to  proclaim  this  than 
with  the  pealing  of  bells  of  all  sizes  arid 
tions. 

"I  heard  the  bftlli  on.  Christmas  day  their  olil 
familiar  carols  play, 
tod  wild  and  sweet,  the  words  repeat  of  peace  on 
earth,  good  will  to  men. 

j.hen  .  ealed  the  bells  more  loud  and  deep,  '" 
God  is  nqt  dead  nor  doth  he  sleep,' 

:.TOE.j  -shall  fail,  the  right  prevail, 
With  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men." 


LlGi        l^WtJ-      -1-J 


"  Again   N    puzzi    Dcauae    praise 

If  she  turn  up  preg,  Jos  no  marry 
KJV  say,  espoused,  BSV  betrothed,  Liv  Bib  engaged 
M'B  concern  legit  Boause  law  Jews,  betrothed 
'gaged,  same  as  marriage 

Betroth  last  1yr/  couple  no  engage?  phys  contact 
&.   only  dissolved  death/divorce 
If  man  die,  woman  called  widow 
In  1st  chap  Matt  Jos  concern  PI  £  want  divorce, 
ang  of  L.  appear  him/assure  all  well,  should  marry 
Knowing 'this ,  can  understand  M  reluc  hear  news  Gab 

This  essence  acct  how  M  came  B  with  child  of  HSp 
Trend  last  decade  so,  de-emp  virg  birth  theory 
Bis  schols  play  dwn  take  out  realm  mirac,  place 
realm  ordinary 
Large  seg.  clergy  no  believe  virg  birth 

Personal  I  no  understand  anyl  profess  faith  apos  crei. 
state  believe  virg  birth,  &  do  not. 
2  me  this  blasphemy  .  . 

I  believe  virg  birth,  not  just  Bcause  all  expl  this 
portion  scrio  how  came  about, 
"but  Bcause  one  short  vs  later  on  in  chap, 
57th  vs,  "For  with  G  nothing  shall  B  impossible. 
This  lead  me  believe  G  want  do  anything  imposs, 
He  do. 
Want  create  pnrple  snow,  He  do 
He  want  Son  born  diff  way,  He  do, 

Reason;  Js  2B  uniaue/set  apart/out  of  ordinary. 
/  0  can  impregnate  virg/nake  conceive  if  He  choossj 
2  me  very  basic  &  simple  &  G  can  accomplish  it 
(Illustration  2  boys  stories)  I 

Both  may  been  iiittle  mistaken  theol,  but  on  rt  traH 

1  thing  no  read  of  M,  she  had  doubts, 
perhaps  did,  but  no  record 
Man?  times  we  no  take  our  roles  seridius  enuf, 
we  get  in  project  &  say,  "If  I  had  only  known  I 
would  not  have  tackled  this  job." 
It  safe  bet  M  had  mixed  emot  during  mths  preg. 
But  regardless  emota  she  saw  role  thru 

And  what  contrast  most  us 
4-  we  only  G  so  far  '■.   either  cannot  or  will  not  C 
further 
Edwin  Markham  tell  cobbler  like  this 
(   lustration  cobbler  .r~  Js  coming  as  guest) 

M  not  complly  know  role  or  understand  brot  Him 
in2  world/raised  Him/shared  Him  with  world 


"..longs  In  The  Night:  Song  Of  Im  aauel!" 
Text:  Isaiah  7: 14, 

f     >hold    a -Virgin    shall     frnr^.pi  vf»    htH    haai-    a     sun.     arH 

T  call  hia  nanc  j:naanuel." 
.jcripture:  Luke  1:26-38 

3toyy  poor  ragged  boy  being  Christ  child 
10  yr  girl  run  down  street 
1  story  true,  1  false 
strange  parallel  tween  2 
(e  prob  like  hear  nice  stories,  make  feel  good 

.oil  moral  lessons, 
but  many  times  in  real  life  these  lessons  no  us. 
10  yr  girl  good  examp. 

What  outcome  plan  of  G  if  Mary  "Look,  I  no  care  use 
my  body  this  way.  let  me  alone,  get  someone  elsel" 
God  prob  find  somel  else, 

but  point  is,  Kary  willing  B  used  by  G/willing  get 

involved. 

7th  chap  la.  read  plan  G  be  set  motion  (    read  tP-rtt 
ae   was  say/ sometime  futur  G  intervene  affairs  men 
come  earth  form  human  being 
real  signif  all  this  G  going  do  impossible 
He  make  virgin  conceive 
Bib  schols  all  kinds  change  verse. alter  meaning  etc 
try  make  peop  believe  all  diff  ways, 
all  Bcause  it  phys/biolog  imposs  2  take  place 

at  all  overlook,  this  work  of  G 
Mot  man/woman  sit  clown  discuss  family  planning 
It  not  normal  way  do  things  at  all 
It  G ' s  plan/G ' 3  method/G ' s  intervent  in  world 
Virg  birth  Js  by  infin  mind/wisdom  Al.  G. 

Lets  look  Luke  account  of  event  in  his  Gosp 
Ang/Gab  visit  Mary  in  Nazareth 
She  surprised/troubled  as  well 
Surprise  Hcause  no  everyday  have  ang  visit 
Can  understand  troubled  if  try  visualize  how  we 
would  react  same  circum 
If  sudden  we  confront  by  mess,  of  L  as  ang, 
most  us  severely  frightened  I  sure 

This  sit  H  find  self  in,  along  with  surprise  hears 
some  unnerving  things,  2  say  least 

'  e  told  hily  favored/L  with  her/blesses  among  womei 
.ab  explain  she  have  baby/name  Js/2  B  Son  most  Hi 

this  G©d/He  2  B  King  rule  unendins  kingdom 


which  prove  again  we  never  complly  know  when  what  J 
we  do  or  say,  may  be  done  for  Xp  Himself 

\ir    go  thru  same  scrips  ea  yr 

&   ing  same  songs,  &  I  often  wonder  how  often  it  just 
.anics  we  go  thru 
Hut  if  truly  seek  enter  in2  experience  of  Xp  child 
come  anew  into  lives, 
it  can  B  total  new  experience 

But  must  B  careful  no  call  upon  G  2  come  in2  world 
as  ancient  Jews,  &  then  no  recognize  when  He  appear 
on  scene. 

We  sing  our  Songs  In  The  Night, 
but  2  often  we  sing  without  expect  G  2  appear  in 
that  Babe  of  Bethlehem. 

We  sing,  (0  Gome,  0  Come  Immanuel) 

Let  us  not  only  sing  4-  coming  of  Immanuel,  G  with  us, 
but  let  us  know  He  has  indeed  come , 
&  may  He  live  in  each  of  our  lives  as  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Js  Xp. 

Come.  let  us  this  Advent  season  m  rvrh  nntn  Bsthl^P 

to  see  this  thing  which  has  cone  to  pass,  which  the 

Lord  has  ma^eknovm  unto  us.  ~™""""~*""",«™^— — «■» 


"Songs  In  The  Night:  Song  Of  Immantiel ! " 

Text:  Isaiah  7:14-,  "Behold  a  virgin  -hall  conceive   and  bear  a  son,  and  shall 

call  his  name  Immanuel." 

i .--ipture:  Luke  1:26-58 

(Story  of  poor  ragged  boy  and  being  Christ  child  in  disguise) 

(Several  years  ago  a  news  item  appeared  in  the  newspaper  that  told  of  a  10 

year  old  girl  who  was  running  down  a  main  highway,  without  any  clothes  on, 

screaming  for  help  and  no  one  would  stop.   The  story  of  the  ragged  little 

boy  iaxaal  who  turned  out  to  be  the  Christ  child  is  only  a  legend.   The  story 

of  the  10  year  old  girl  is  true.   But  what  a  strange  parallel  between  the 

two.   Somehow  I  cannot  help  but  think  that  we  like  to  hear  nice  little  stories 

thqt  make  us  feel  good  and  tell  us  wonderful  little  moral  lessons,  but  when  it 

comes  to  confronting  things  in  re-,1  life,  we  turn  away  from  what  we  should  do. 

I  cannot  help  but  believe  that  many  of  the  people  who  passed  the  little  girl 

bjt  were  people  who  called  themselves  Christians. 

What  do  you  suppose  the  outcome  of/the  plan  of  God  would  have  been  had 

Mary  said  to  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  "Look,  I  don't  care  to  have  my  body  used 

as  a  means  to  do  something  for  God.   Let  Him  get  someone  else  and  let  me  alone. 

I  don't  care  to  get  involved."   Probably  God  would  have  found  someone  more 

worthy  to  bear  His  Son,  but  the  point  of  all  of  this  is  that  Mary  was  willing 

to  be  used  of  God,  for  His  purpose.  She  was  willing  to  get  involved. 
7 
In  the  H-th  chapter  of  Isaiah  we  read  of  this  plan  of  God  being  set  In 

motion  almost  8  centuries  before  it  actually  took  place.   Isaiah  wrote, 
"3ehold  a  virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son,  and  shall  call  his  name 
Immanuel."   He  was  saying  that  sometime  in  the  future  God  was  going  to  inter- 
vene into  the  affairs  of  man,  and  He  was  going  to  come  to  earth  in  the  form 
of  a  human  being.   The  real  significance  of  all  of  this  was  that  Hod  was 
going  to  do  something  that  was  impossible  to  do,  He  was  going  to  make  a 
v   3in  conceive.  How  biblical  scholars  of  all  kinds  have  taken  this  verse 
and  they  have  changed  it  and  they  have  altered  its  meaning,  they  have  tried 
to  have  people  believe  it  in  all  kinds  of  different  ways,  simply  because  it 
is  a  biological  impossibility  for  q   virgin  to  conceive.   But  what  is  overlook  ed 
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in  all  of  this  is  that  this  is  the  workings  of  God.   It  is  not  a  man  and  a 

wc   n  sitting  down  together  and  SixEHKSXHgxika:  planning  to  have  a  family. 

It  is  not  the  normal  way  of  doing  things  at  all.   It  is  God's  plan,  God's 

method,  and  God's  intervention  into  the  world.   The  virgin  birth  of  Jesus 

came  about  by  the  infinite  mind  and  wisdom  of  Almighty  God. 

his  is  an  issue  that  has  been  the  cause  of  much  controversy  in  the  present 

day  Christian  Church,   There  are  those  who  tell  us  that  we  need  not  believe 

this  prophecy  because  it  could  not  have  happened  as  stated.  There  are  those 

who  tell  us  that  it  is  unneccessay  to  cling  to  such  old-fashioned  beliefs. 

Surprisingly  a  goodly  portion  of  the  clergy  do  not  believe  in  the  Virgin  Birth. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  present  day  statistics  are,  but 

But  let  us  look  at  this  event  as  it  is  jiHKis^KGi:  portrayed  in  Luke '  s 

Sospel.   As  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  identified  as  Gabriel  visits  Mary  at  her 

home  In  Nazareth,  Mary  is  not  only  surprised  by  this  visit,  but  she  is  trou- 

b?  1  by  his  greeting  to  her,   We  can  understand  why  she  would  be  surprised, 

because  it  is  not  everyday  that  an  angel  of  God  appeared  to  individuals.   We 

try  to  visualize  how  we 
can  also  understand  kmihh  why  she  was  troubled  if  we  piasiEXHiizHsixssxxExfeeE 

would  react  in  similar  circumstances.   If  suddenly  we  were  confronted  with  a 

messenger  of  the  Lord,  in  the  form  of  another  being,  most  of  us  would  be 

severely  frightened  I  am  sure. 

Well  this  is  the  situation  Mary  found  herself  in,  and  along  with  her 
surprise  at  this  unexpected  turn  of  events,  she  hears  some  things  that  are 
rather  unnerving  to  say  the  least,   Bhe  is  told  that  she  Is  highly  favored, 
the  Lord  is  with  her,  and  she  is  blessed  among  women,   &XBDcfe±;5XEE2EHHx£HE 
Kazx*sxsi2iia:EEHXHKKE  Gabriel  then  explains  to  Mary  what  Is  going  to  take  placw. 
He  tells  her  she  is  going  to  conceive  a  child  to  be  named  Jseus,  and  this 
child  will  bevthe  Bon  of  the  Highest,  which  was  God,  and  that  he  was  going 
t  be  a  king  and  rule  over  a  kingdom  that  was  unending. 

Again,  Mary  is  puzzled  because  this  would  place  her  in  shxsxk  a  bad 
light  as  far  as  Joseph  was  concerned.   If  she  suddenly  turns  up  pregnant, 
Joseph  is  not  going  to  marry  her.   The  KJV  says  she  was  espoused  to  Joseph, 
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and  the  RSV  says  betrothed,  while  the  Living  ^ible  says  engaged,   ^kisxisx 
Ms   's  concern  here  was  legitimate,  because  in  the  law  of  the  Jews,  being 
betrothed  or  engaged  was  as  binding  as  marriage.   The  betrothal  lasted  for 
a  year,  and  even  though  tfesy  the  couple  did  not  engage  in  physical  contact, 
the  betrothal  could  only  be  fezskEH  dissolved  by  divorce.   If  the  man  to  whom 
a  woman  was  betrothed  should  happen  to  die,  the  woman  was  called  a  widow. 
Once  two  people  were  betrothed  only  death  could  break  the  bond,  or  in  rare 
cases  a  divorce.   We  read  in  the  first  chapter  of  Matthew  that  Joseph  was 
concerned  about  Mary  being  pregnant  and  wanted  to  divorce  her  privately,  but 
again  an  Angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  and  assured  him  that  all  was  well, 
and  that  he  should  marry  Mary.   Knowing  this  then,  we  can  readily  understand 
Mary's  reluctance  to  hear .the  news  of  the  Angel  Gabriel. 

^tacfekHxmiRx^i±±3SHX]afci±k±sxaEE±?!iHEKxikai:x^Ha:±±  How  this  in  essence  is 
the  account  >of  how  Mary  came  to  be  with  child  by  the  Holy  ipirit.   The  trend 
fo  the  past  decade  or  more  has  been  to  de-emphasize  this  virgin  birth  throry. 
Biblical  scholars  have  been  playing  it  down  and  taxing  it  out  of  the  hxdcxhx 
niraculous  and  placing  it  in  the  realm  of  the  ordinary.   A  large  segment  of 
the  clergy  no  longer  believe  in  the  virgin  Birth,   iersonally  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  anyone  can  deliberately  profess  their  faith  using  the  Apostles 
Greed,  and  state  they  believe  in  the  Virgin  Birth,  when  they  do  not.   Io  me 

this  is  blashemy.   I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was  indeed  born  of  the  Virgin 

just         explained 
Mary,  not  because  it  is  xxxtas*  in  this  portion  of  scripture  how  it  all  came 

about,  but  because  of  one  short  little  verse  further  on  in  this  Scripture, 
In  the  37th  verse  of  Matthew  chapter  1  we  read,  "For  with  God  nothing  shall 
be  Impossible."   Ihis  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  If  God  wanted  it  to  snow 
purple  snow,  He  would  do  it.   And  i|  He  wanted  His  ^on  to  be  born  in  a  different 
way  in  order  for  Him  to  be  unique  and  set  Him  apart  from  the  rest  of  us,  then 
G   could  impregnate  a  woman  and  make  her  conceive  while  she  was  still  a 
virgin. 

To  me  It  is  very  basic  and  very  simple  and  something  I  believe  that  God  can 
do  and  accomplish.   It  is  as  simple  as  the  little  boy  who  said  there  were  two 
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virgins  in  the  3ible.   "The  Kirgin  Mary,  and  the  King  James  Virgin."  Or  like 
a   bher  boy  who  drew  a  nativity  scene  in  school  ax  when  the  teacher  told  the 
class  to  draw  what  Christmas  meant  to  them.  She  looked  at  his  paper  and  he 
had  drawn  xxMjaiteaaExaaBibaEiiiiii  very  visibly  Mary,  Joseph  and  the  baby.   But  he 
had  also  drawn  a  rather  fat  looking  individual  and  the  teacher  asked  about 
it,  and  he  replied,  "That  Round  John  Virgin,  like  we  sing  about  in  Silent 
Night."  Both  of  these  boys  may  have  been  a  little  mistaken  in  their  theology, 
but  at  least  they  were  on  the  right  track. 

One  thing  we  do  not  read  of  Diary  and  that  is  she  had  doubts,  lerhaps  she 
did,  but  it  is  not  recorded.  Many  times  we  do  not  take  our  roles  in  life 
seriously  enough  and  when  we  become  involved  in  a  project  or  find  ourselves 
in  the  middle  of  it  we  say,  "Boy  if  I  had  only  known  what  I  was  letting  my- 
self in  for  I  woulsd  not  hatretackled  this  job.W  It  is  a  safe  bet  that  Mary 
must  have  had  mixed  emotions  many  times  during  those  months  of  her  pregnancy. 
B1" '  regardless  of  her  mixed  emotions,  she  saw  her  chosen  role  through,   tod 
what  a  contrast  she  is  to  most  of  us ,  for  we  can  only  see  so  far  and  either 
cannot  or  refuse  to  see  any  farther.   Edwin  Karkham  tells  of  a  cobbler  who 
was  much  like  this : 
(Illustration  Gobbler  and  Jesus  coming  as  guest.) 

Mary,  not  completely  knowing  or  understanding  her  role,  brought  Him  into 
the  world  and  raised  Him,  and  shared  Him  with  all  the  world*   '.i'hich  proves 
again  that  we  never  completely  know  when  what  we  are  doing  or  saying,  may  be 
done  or  said  to  or  for  Christ  Himself. 

,;e  go  through  the  same  Scriptures  each  year  and  we  sing  the  same  songs, 
and  I  often  wonder  how  often  it  is  merely  mechanics  that  we  are  going  through. 
But  if  we  truly  seek  to  enter  into  the  experience  of  the  Christ  child  coming 
anew  into  our  lives  and  into  the  world,  it  can  be  a  totally  new  experience. 
B   we  must  be  careful  that  we  do  not  call  upon  God  to  come  into  the  world 
as  the  ancient  Jews,  and  then  not  recognize  Him  when  He  appears  on  the  scene. 
We  sing  the  "Songs  In  T,  e  Night,"  but  too  often  we  sing  them  without  expecting 
God  to  appear  in  that  Babe  of  Betheahem, 
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l/e  sing, 

come  0  come  Emmanuel,  and.  ransom  captive  Israel, 
"  That  mourns  in  lonely  exile  here 
Until  the  Bon  of  God  appear. 

0  come  Thou  dayspring,  come  and  cheer 

Our  spirits  by  Thine  advent  here; 
Disperse  the  gloomy  clouds  of  night, 

And  death's  dark  shadows  put  to  flight. 

0  come  desire  of  nations, 
Bind  all  peoples  in  one  heart  and  mind; 
Bid  envy,  strife,  and  discord  cease, 

Pill  the  whole  world  with  heavens  peace. 

He^oice,  rejoiceT  Emmanuel  shall  come  to  thee  0  Israel." 

Let  us  not  only  sing  for  the  coming  of  Immanuel,  God  with  us,  but  let  us 
kr?  *  that  He  has  indeed  come,  and  may  He  live  in  each  of  our  lives  as  our 
Lord  and  .'Saviour  Jesus  Christ.   Gome,  let  us  this  advent  season  go  even  unto 
Bethlehem  and  see  this  thing  which  has  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  has  made 
known  unto  us. 


.  o  ij  ths   heavens  be  glad,  and  let  the  earth  rejoice 
"before  the  Lord,  for  He  comes  to  judge  the  earth. 
He  will  judge  the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the 
pples  with  His  truth. 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani  a 
Second   Sunday    in  Advent  December   S,     1 97*+ 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,   MahIlvn  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr*   Ralph  Cooper,    Chqjr   Director 
Gordon  Kennedy*    Jeff   Campbell   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:      n  Jesus  »    the  Savior   Draweth   Near'1   Stairs 

"Little  Suite  tor  Christmas11  Wilson 

Silent  Prayer 

•PROCESS  I ONAL     HvMN    Nq*       I  12        "0     COME,      ALL    VE     FAITHFUL11 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  who  has  giyen  us  the 
power  to  discern  good  from  evil,  hear  us  a3  we  confess 
our  sins.  we  know  that  we  have  fa  i  leo  thee  and  qur~ 
selves.   Regardless  of  how  gooo  we  have  been,  we  realize 
that  we  have  not  seen  the  kind  of  person  that  you  want 
ua  to  se.   Sometimes  our  belief  in  our  own  goodness  has 

PREVENTED  US  FROM  SEEING  OUR  SINFULNESS.    We  HAVE  FELT 

that  acknowledg i ns  yqu  has  made  us  better  than  others. 
Open  our  eyes,  0  Lord,  to  our  hidden  sins,  as  we  make  a 

SINCERE     AND     HUMBLE     CONFESSION     IN    THE     NAME     OF    Ch  Rl  ST.  AMEN.  11 

•Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  ano  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

""Pastor;   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   and  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Ooxqlqgy    No.  55  I 
Scri pture  Lesson i  John  I :  1—14 

Lighting  of  Aovent  Candles 
Hymn  Mo.   109   "Away  in  a  manger" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles t  Creed) 
•Gloria  Path] 
"Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor!   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People;   And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 


/c^/v?  ava/. 


Offeri ng 

^0^Offerto*y:Anthem;      "Come  Thou   Lons   -  Expected   Jesus" 
OJ?  bv  Wilson        Choir  and    Solo    by  Howqv   Bolam, 

v^  i nstallat ion  of  elders   and   deacons 

Anthem:      "0   Little   Town  of  Bethlehem"  Wilson 

Women's   Two—part  Chorus  and  Choir 
Sermon;  "SONGS    IN  THE  NIGHT;      SONG  OF  BET^-'LEHEMJ " 

Prayer   ano   Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    M8     "The  fjrst  Nowell" 
•Benediction   and   Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude:      "Gloria1    from  the  Little  Suite^'Wi  lson 

--------   'Congregation  Standing  -  -   -  -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 
Mr.    and  Mrs.    Ralph   Tait    IN  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are:      *Wally  Feder,   John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    James   MaloNey,    Steve  Varso. 

5p*  HoSP  I  TALI  Z  EG  '.        J  AMES  STEWART,  Rqq-M  1 0^35 1   PrES,  UNI  V. 

Hasp,  Pitts*  152131  Mrs.  Harry  L.  Outter  -BCMH*** 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  sy  Mrs.  Steve  Vargo 

and  Karen  Kennedy. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  !?7* 

Those   elected   for   Elder!      Robert   Basehore   and   Eugene 
Stephenson;      Those   elected   Deacon  were!      Mrs,,    Joan 
Master,    Donald  Kennedy,    Paul   Pfabe   and  William   Pflugh. 
^•TONIGHT  -   S-7  -  YOUTH  CHOIR  PRACTICE 
^TONIGHT  -  7-9  -  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  MEETING 
^fHURS.    -    10:30  A.M.    -  Meeetinb   and   Luncheon   at  Mrs_,  -     | 
Helen  Sheppeck's  Home  for  the  Mary  Martha  Circle. 
FRI.    -  6:00  -  ARC   POT  LUCK  SUPPER  -  The    group  will 

DECORATE  ONE  TREE  AND  PUT  UP  THE  MaNGER  SCENE. 
^^We  WTSH  TO  EXTEND  OUR  BEET  WISHES  TODAT  TO  MrS. 

Shirlev   Link  who  has    a  birthday  today. 
^Next    Sunday   -  CHURCH  FAMILY  CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM    in   the 
Undercroft   -   come   out  and   join    in  the  fellowship 
of  the  Church  -  We  heard  Santa  would   be    there. 
The  Bibles    \n    the    third  order  are    in   now  —   pick  them 

up    in  the  office. 
The   new    1975  envelopes   are  all   out   -   please  do   not 
use   them   until   the   first  week    in  Jan.    1975    ~  AT   that 

TIME     PLEASE     THROW     ALL    SACK     YEARS     AWAY    -     EACH    YEAR 
YQU     GET     A     DIFFERENT     NUMBER    ANO     TT     IS     VERY     CONFUSING 

TO     GO     BACK     AND     PICK     UP    OLD     NUMSERB. 
)    P0JNGETTAfS    WJLL    ALL     SE     $5-50    "     PLEABE     LEAVE     Bi         XNQW    NOV. 

..elcom©  visitors/"       1  at  home 


This  why  decor  lites  trees/houses/windows         d. 
This  why  lite  candles  in  oh. 
not  mere  custom/or  have  something  do, 
it  signify  Js  Xp  lite  of  world  present  with  us, 
When  exting  end  serv,  mean  Js  Xp  depart  with  ua, 
it  of  rforld  carried  4th  in2  world  by  ea  worshi 
It  show  Js  Xp  not  confine  this  sane,  but  anywher 
(  'is  follows  take  Him 
Lit  Js  brot  at  birth,  &  lite  lie  continue  brine  in 
lives  men/women  thruout  world,  is  lite  bring  order 
out  chaos. 
In  beg  world  at  crea  G  say,  "Let  11  lite ,&  was  lite 
this  lite  bring  order  out  chaos, 
At  birth  Js  G  say  in  essen  again  2  world, "Let  B  lit 
He  send  4th  lite  shine  in  2  darkn  settle  over  worl 
A  darkn  despair/frustration/hung/greed/ 

"   disease/pover/hate/worry/sin  in  gen 
"   "   only  overcome  Hy  interven  force  more  power 

(Illus.  man  phone  booth; 
So  is  with  world  &  u3, 
if  we  close  harts  dark  surround  us, 
&  ope  live  lite  be  offer  2  us  by  G, 
(read  text  r,gain)  last  part 
Where  once  dark/deapair/  there  now  lite/hope 
When  Js  come  in2  hart  indiv  uncerts/doubts  gone 
That  pers  never  walk  dark  again, 
4-  he  have  somel  live  inside  him,  can  dispel 
all  fears/blacknesses  make  life  nitemare 
Phillips  Brooks  noted  minis  K.  Trin,  Phila  1900'a 
Cong  "send  abrod  4  yr/Deo.  Holy  Land 
Xmas  Eve  old  ch  Js  suppos  born  in  Beth. 
I     'ten  peop  sing  hims  as  wors  G  that  ch 
t-   yrs  latefilled  emot,  sat  So  wrote, 
(Illus  0  Lijttle  Town  Of  Bethlehem) 
only  coup  mins  compose  enitre  him, 
this  choir  sang  as  anthem  this  AM 
Mr.  Brooks  write  "..Jverlast  lite,  shine  dark  sts  Beth 
If  let  minds  wander,  can  C  anc  town  nestle  dark  of 
entire  region  Palestine, 
&  how  news  birth  king  dispel  some  drear  dark  of  da; 

Ken  of  old  ask,  "Where  lie  born  king  Jews?" 
Peop  2day  still  ask,  "Where  our  king?" 
Some  found/somes  still  search 
Perhaps  can  sum  up  old  fable, 
(i?able  Indian  merchant) 

as  1nce  again  wend  way  lit  town  Beth  we  need 
this  lite  touch  our  lives  &  fill  with  lite 


tgs  In  The  Hight:  iiong  Of  Bethlehem!" 

Text:  John  1:4-5, 

im  was  life;  and  the -life  was  the  Light  of  men. 
shineth  in  the        ij  and  the 
darkness  overcame  it  not." 

■  icri-'-ure:  John  1;1-14 

(Illus,  Luther  Xmas  tree) 
In  ancient  world  Js  born,  lite  very  import, 
pagan  religs  all  had  beliefs  bout  lite/darkness 
tery  religs  mostly  Versia/delt  lite/dark. 
Gnostics  partic,  theory  lite/dark 

Gnosia/CSnostic  deriv,  mean  knowledge 
Agnostic  from  Gnosis 
Gnostics  possess  knowled,  knew  ans  2  things 
2  them  lite/dark  relm  gods  good/evil 

' constant  Strug  tween  good/evil 

Jn  speak  Js  as  lite,  he  tell  Gno-tics  here  G  end 
darkness 
In  fact  he  state,  (read  text) 

In  Js,  fulness  life 
this  life  answ  from  G  2  lit  dark  in  lives  men 
"And  lite  shineth  dark/5:  dark  overcame  it  not." 

iiu.it  remem  Jn  use  past  tense  when  speak  peop, 
cause  Js  lived/died/ro3e/ascended, 
He  now ■ lite  shine  4th  in  world 
Satan,  G  of  dark  unable  overcome  this  Li 
Thus  Jn  pose  formidable  argum  4  his  foes 

If  read  other  ijcrips  G  light  referred  many  other  pass 
Goi   Matt,  Js  birth  herald  brite  star,  or  lite 
i'his  lite  also  sign, 

Is.  spoke  birth  Imman,  told  G  give  sign 
Sign  not  only  birth  baby  rairac  way /but  sign  star 

When  ang  appear  shpps,  "Ajici_glaEy_LGrd  shone  round 
about  them"   lite  again. 
Js  transfig  34  disc  on  Mt,"rli3  clothes  white  as 
giov;,  &  His  face  shone  with  lite" 
At  tomb  ang  appear  in  brite  dazz  white. 

instanrefer  Light,  this  Light  overcome  dark. 

(Illus  girl  Sc  mother  lite  of  world) 

'"his  Jn  try  convey  anyl  herd/red  words, 

..ITB  OF  WOULD 


Let  us  not  gust  look  4-  babe/star,  3 

let  us  seek  source  that  lite,  which  Js  Xp, 
The  Lord,  Our  Saviour,  who  is  lite  of  world 

,  _is  lite  that  dispel  dark  gloom  inflation, 
oil  crises,  power  blackouts  S-.  all  ills  of  2day. 
This  lite  can  mend  broken  homes/marriages, 

t'  1  lite  can  shine  dark  of  endless  days  of  despai 

4  any  &,   all  who  will  come  2  lite. 

Chorus  old  hymn  sung  as  yg  lad  SS  invites, 
"Gome  to  the  lite,  tis  shining  4  thee;  sweetly  the 
lite  has  dawned  upon  fck  me,  once  I  was  blind,  but 
now  I  can  see,  the  light  of  the  world  is  Jesus." 

These  are  the  Songs  In  The  Night,  &bin  partic 
Song  of  Beth, 
Will  U  come  2  the  lite? 

"  surrender  2  Him  &  let  Him  shine  in  dark 
of  your  hart? 

If  never  done  so,  2day  day  2  do  it. 
If  any  here  not  complete  sure  relationship  Js  Xp, 
&  would  like  talk  about  it, 
or  discuss  with  me, 
C  me  in  office  after  service, 
or  contact  2day,  or  sometime  this  week, 
&  I  B  glad  talk  with  U  about  it. 


"Songs  In  The  Night:  Song  Of  Bethlehem!" 

Text?  John  1:4,5, 

"In  Him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.   And  the  light  shineth  in 
da^Ttess;  and  the  dgrkness  overcame  it  not." 

.jcripture:  John  1:1-14 

(Illustration  of  Luther  and  Christmas  tree) 

In  the  ancient  world  into  which  Jesus  was  born,  light  was  very  important.   The 
pagan  religions  all  had  beliefs  about  light  and  darkness.   The  mystery  religions 
which  came  mostly  from  i'ersia,  all  dealt  with  beliefs  about  light  and  darkness. 
The  Gnostic  religion  in  particular  really  delved  into  the  theories  of  light  and 
dark.   The  word  Gnosis  from  which  the  word  Gnostic  is  derived,  meant  knowledge. 
We  have  the  word  agnostic  today  which  is  a  derivative  from  Gnosis.   The  Gnostics 
were  people  who  were  named  thus,  because  they  possessed  the  knowledge,  and  they 
supposedly  knew  the  answers  to  things.   i'o  then  light  was  the  realm  or  the  area 
in  which  the  good  gods  lived  and  opera -'ed.   Conversely  dlarkness  was  the  realm 
in  which  the  evil  gods  operated  and  lived.   There  was  to  them  a  constant  strug- 
gle "aking  place  between  good  and  evil.   So  when  John  speaks  in  his  Gospel, 
using  the  term  Word  to  apply  to  Jesus,  and  pointing  to  The  V/ord  being  the  Lighti} 
he  is  probably  telling  the  Gnostics  and  the  followers  of  the  mystery  religions 
in  that  area,  that  here  was  The  God  to  overcome  the  darkness.   In  fact  he  states, 
"In  Him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men."   In  this  Jesus  was  all  of 
the  fullness  of  life,   this  life  is  the  answer  from  God  to  light  the  darkness 
in  the  lives  of  men.   Then  he  goes  on,  "And  the  light  shineth  in  the  darkness; 
and  the  darkness  overcame  it  not." 

.:e  must  remember  that  John  is  using  past  tense  when  he  is  speaking  to  these 
people,  because  Jesus  has  lived  on  earth,  He  has  suffered  death,  and  He  has 
arisen  and  ascended  to  God.   Co  John  is  telling  them  that  the  light  shone  forth 
into  the  darkness  of  the  world.   ShKxafKit  Satan,  the  god  of  darkness  was  unable 
to  uuercome  this  Light,  though  he  did  his  worst.   Thus  we  can  see  that  John 
pos   a  formidable  argument  for  his  foes. 

But,  if  we  read  in  other  parts  of  scrioture,  we  see  that  light  is  referred 
to  in  many  other  passages.  In  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  for  instance  we  read  that 
the  birth  of  Jesus  was  heralded  by  q  bright  star,  or  light  in  other  words. 


-2- 
This  light  was  also  a  sign.   Isaiah  spoke  of  the  birth  of  Im$anuel ,  he  told 
of  n -d  giving  a  sign.   The  sign  was  not  only  the  birth  of  a  baby  in  a  miraculous 
way,  but  the  sign  of  the  satr  as  well. 

■  /hen  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  the  shepherds  we  read,  "And  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them,"  light  again.   When  Jesus  was  transfigured 
before  His  disciples  on  the  I'iount,  "His  clothes  were  as  white  as  snow  and  His 
face  shown  with  a  light."   At  the  tomb  the  angel  appeared  in  Mki±E  bright  and 
dazzling  white.   Now  each  of  these  instances  make  a  specific  mention  of  light, 
or  the  appearance  of  light.   In  other  words,  all  of  these  references  to  light, 
was  something  these  :people  could  understand  and  identify  with.   The  Liglit  was 
that  which  overcame  darkness. 

(Illustration  of  girl  and  mother  is  light  of  world) 

This  is  what  John  was  trying  to  convey  to  anyone  who  heard  or  read  his  words, 
"That  Jesus  Christ,  is  the  Light  of  the  World."  This  is  why  we  decorate  with 
lig"  '"s  on  trees  and  in  windows  of  our  homes.   This  is  why  we  light  candles  in 
church.   It  is  not  to  observe  some  time  honored  cu-tom,  or  to  have  something  to 
do.   But  it  is  to  signify  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Light  of  the  .Jorld  is  present. 
And  when  we  extinguish  the  candles  at  the  end  of  the  service,  we  do  so  to 
signify  that  the  Light  of  the  World  is  hxe±  departing  with  us,  and  being  darried 
out  into  the  world  by  each  worshiper  who  has  been  here.   It  is  to  show  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  not  confined  to  just  this  sanctuary,  but  is  anywhere  that  His 
followers  will  take  Him. 

The  light  that  Jesus  brought  at  His  birth  and  the  light  He  continues  to 
bring  into  the  lives  of  men  and  women  throughout  the  world,  is  a  light  that 
brings  order  out  of  chaos.   In  the  beginning  of  the  world  at  its  creation,  God 
said,  "Let  there  be  light"  and  there  was  light,  and  this  light  brought  order 
out  of  chaos,  kt   the  birth  of  Jesus,  God  was  in  essence  saying  to  the  world 
age   ,  "Let  there  be  light."   He  was  sending  forth  His  light  to  shine  Into  the 
darkness  that  had  settled  over  the  world.  A  darkness  of  despair,  and  frustration 
A  darkness  o<i  hunger  and  greed.   A  darkness  disease,  poverty,  hatred,  worry, 
and  sin  in  general,   A  darkness  that  could  only  be  overcome  by  the  intervention 
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of  a  force  that  was  more  powerful  than  the  darkness  itself. 

(II"  'stration  of  man  in  railway  station  phone  booth) 

So  it  is  with  the  world  and  with  us,  if  we  close  our  hearts  to  the  darkness 

surrounding  us,  and  we  open  our  lives  to  the  Light  that  is  being  offered  to  as 

by  God,  "The  Light  shineth  in  the  darkness;  and  the  darkness  cannot  overcome  it." 

where  once  there  was  darkness  and  despair  there  is  Li&ht  and  Hope.   './hen  J^sus 

comes  into  the  heart  of  an  individual,  the  uncertainities  and  doubts  are  gone. 

That  person  need  never  walk  in  darkness  again,  for  he  has  someone  living  within 

his  heart  that  can  dispel  all  ofl  the  fears  and  blacknesses  that  make  life  a 

nightmare. 

Phillips  Brooks  was  a  noted  minister  who  served  the  Holy  Trinity  Church 

in  Philadelphia  in  the  "1800' s.   His  parishioners  sent  him  abroad  to  travel 

and  study  for  a  year.   In  December  of  that  year  his  travles  took  him  to  Bethlehem 

There  he  retraced  the  steps  of  His  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  on  Christmas  Eve 

he   -nt  to  the  little  town  of  Bethlehem.   He  stood  in  the  old  church,  close  to 

the  spot  where  Jesus  was  supposedly  born,  and  he  listened  to  the  people  singing 

hymns  as  they  worshiped  God  in  this  church.   Two  years  later  he  remembered  the 

night,  and  he  was  so  filled  with  emotion,  that  he  sat  down  and  wrote,  "0  little 

town  of  Bethlehem,  how  still  we  see  thee  lie;   Above  thy  deep  and  deeamless 

sleep  the  silent  stars  go  by:  let  in  thy  dark  streets  shineth  the  Everlasting 

Light;  the  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years,  are  met  in  thee  tonight." 

the 
It  had  only  taken  him  a  few  minutes "to  compose  ifexs  entire  hymn.   This  is  the 

lovely  hymn  our  choir  sang  as  a  part  of  their  anthem. 

..hat  Mr.  Brooks  mentions  is  the  Everlasting  Light  shining  in  the  dark  streets 
of  Bethlehem.   And  if  we  let  our  minds  wander,  we  can  visualize  that  little 
ancient  town,  nestled  in  the  darkness  of  that  entire  region  of  Palestine 
and  how  the  news  of  the  birth  of  a  king  must  have  dispelled  some  of  the  dreary 
dai   ess  of  those  days.   Men  of  old  came  and  asked,  "Where  is  He  who  is  born 
King  of  the  Jews?T   And  people  today  are  still  asking,  "Where  Is  Our  King?" 
Some  have  found  Him  and  others  arexstill  searching. 

Perhaps  we  can  best  sum  all  of  this  up  with  an  old  fable. 
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(Illustration  of  fatele  of  Indian  merchant) 

As  ' — 'ce  again  we  wend  our  way  to  that  little  Town  of  Bethlehem,  we  need  to 
have  this  light  touch  our  lives,  and  fill  us  with  light.   Let  us  not  Just  look 
for  the  Babe,  nor  for  the  star,  but  let  us  seek  the  source  of  that  light,  which 
is  Cesus  Christ,  the  Lord,  our  Saviour  who  is  the  Light  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  light  that  dispel  the  darkness  and  gloom  of  inflation  and  oil 
crises,  power  blackouts  and  all  our  myriad  ills  of  today.   This  is  the  light 
that  can  mend  our  broken  homes  and  marriages.   This  is  the  light  that  can  shine 
into  the  darkness  of  endless  days  od  despair  for  any  and  all  who  will  come  to 
the  light.   A  chorus  of  an  old,  old  hymn  which  I  sang  in  Sunday  School  as  a 
young  boy  invites,  "Gome  to  the  light,  tis  shining  for  thee;  sweetly  the  light 
has  dawned  upon  me,  once  I  was  blind,  but  now  I  can  see;  the  light  of  the 
world  is  Jesus."   These  are  the  Songs  In  The  Wight,  and  in  particular  The  Song 
of  Bethlehem,   itaritfc  Will  you  come  to  the  Light?   Infill  you  surrender  your  life 
to  TT"m,  and  let  Him  shine  in  the  darkness  of  your  heart?   If  you  have  never 
done  so,  today  is  the  day  to  do  it.   If  siqc  there  are  any  af  here,  who  are  not 
completely  sure  of  your  relationship  with  Jesus  Ohrist  and  would  like  to  t.ilk 
about  it,  or  s±  discuss  it  with  me,  you  may  see  me  in  my  office  following  the 
service,  or  contact  me  ikis  today,  or  sometime  this  week,  and  I  will  be  happy 
to  counsel  with  you. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Third  Sunday   in  Advent  December   15,    197^ 

Rev,   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs  „   Mar  i  lyn   Stephenson  ,,    Organ  i  st 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Sybert,   Youth  Choir  Director 
Joo 1 e  Marte,    Patty  Basehore  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I  iOO  A.M. 
Prelude  Music;      lTHow   Brightly  Shtnes  the  Morning   Star"   Bach 

"Quiet  Songs  of  the  Holy  Night"     Smith 
Si  lent   Prayer 

•Processional  Hymn  No,    102   "Hark,    the   herald   angels  sing" 

"Ascription  -   Choral  Amen 

*Exhostati on 

^Confession  On  Unison)  "0  Christ  who  has  called  us  in 
love  to  be  one  with  each  other  and  with  god,  forgive 
us  when  we  have  not  seen  true  to  your  callj  when  our 
families  have  not  seen  one  in  christ  directing  us  td 
Christian  growth  through  a  Church  United  in  your  name; 
when  we  have  not  attempted  to  learn  vour  will  for  us ; 
when  we  have  failed   to   understand  our   community   and   its 

NEEDS  FOR  HEALTHY  GROWTH,    Be  MERCIFUL  AND  UNDERSTANDING, 
GRANTING  US  FORGIVENESS  AND  THE  WILL  AND  DES I RF  To  SRqW 

tN  Christian  unity.   Amen." 
*Kyrie   (Chqir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

*ASSURANCE  OF  PARDON  -  CHORAL  Amen 

"Praise 

"Pastor:   '0  Lqrd  open  our  lips. 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

"DoXQ  LOGY  No  .     55  I 

Scripture   Lesson!  Matthew  £:    1-12 

Lighting  of  Advent   Candles 

Hymn  No.    I  06  "While  shepherds   watched   their   flocks   by 

night" 
*Aff!rmation  of  our   Fajth   (Apostles'    Creed) 
*Glohi a  Patri 
*Call  to   Prayer 

"Pastor:      The    Lord   be  with   ydu. 
"People:      And  with   thy  spirit* 
"Pastor;      Let  us  Pray. 
^Ppayeh  ANn   Prayer  Response 

J 


Offeri ng 

UFFcftTORY. Anthem;    "The  Blessed   Bird"  Bristol 

Anthem:      "Go  Tell   it   on  the  Mountain"  (Youth  Ghqjr) 

(Spiritual) 
Sermon:  "SQP4G3    IN  THE   NIGHT:      SOfoG   OF  A  STARj » 

Prayer   and  Lord's   Prayer 
"Hymn  op   Dedication  No.       1 05   "Angels  »"e  have  heard" 
•Benedict i on  and   Three    Fold  Amen 
Organ  Pqstlude:      "Three   Kings"  Hopkins 

~  — ■ "congregation  standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  dn  the  Altar  have  been   placed   by 
Mr,    &  Mrs.    James   Stewart   for  Mrs,    Esther  Yqung    (Mother) 
Serving  as  Ushers   today   are:      "Paul  Riemer,    Daryl 

Tait,    John  Dreher,    Gary  Penar   and   Don   Kiwsley, 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Robert  Knauer  will   represent  Council 

at   the  door   today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today  by:     Mrs,   Margaret 
Covert   and 
^Hospitalized:      Mrs.    0.H,    (Dorothy)   Nicholas   -    ICUt 
Mr.    James   Stewart  -   Pres.    Univ.    Hospital,      Mr.    Bert 
Knauer  -  0CMH. 
--^TONIGHT  -  7:00  -  CHURCH  FAMILY  CHRISTMAS   PROGRAM    in 
the  Undercroft   -  there   y*1ll  he  fun  and   fellowship 
for  all  -  Santa   will   be  here  -  Laoies   don't  forget 
to  bring   the   cookies. 
Wed.    -  6:00  P.M.    -  GOLDEN   CIRCLE  Annual  Tureen  Dinner  - 

Husband  or  friends   are   jnvited. 
Friday  -  6:30  -  The  ARC  will  go  Christmas   Caroling 
for  Shut-ins  -  Leaving  sharp   at  6:30.      After  caroling 
refreshments   will  se  served   at  the  Bruce  MgBr t de   home, 
.^I^ext   Sunday   -  Holy   Communion  -    11:00  A.M. 
-^Don't   forget  at    II  sQO  P.M.    -  Christmas   Eve  -  Holy 

Communion  and   Candlelight  Service.     If   you   have   never 
been  here   for  this  service  -  make   it  a  must   this   year. 
Mrs.   H,    L,    Dutter  would   like  to   thank  all   those  who 

SENT     CARDS,     VISITED     HER    AND     REMEMBERED     HER     JN     THEIR 
PRAYERS. 

Cur  best  wishes  and  Congratulations  go  out  to  Rev. 
and  Mrs,  Ralph  C,  Link  who  are  celebrating  thejr 
23rd  Wedhing  Anniver"    ^y  today,  sd 

The  last   of  the   Poinsetta's  will  be  order/in   the   morning. 

Jan.    12,    1 9,    26;    Feb.    2,    16  and  ?3  are  open   for   Flowers. 


frgLotie      t,-/Jin>/!.j 


But  so  often  overlook,  found  in  10th  vs 
'.7e  read  (read  text) 


overcome   Joy 
knew  liad  reached  destm 


2  which  travel 


Tiat  star  beckoned/ shone  4  them, 
led  2  source  that  lite  was  born 
They  came  serening  &  found  what  sereh 
Many  others  atill  serch  not  aware  watt  Beek 
(Illustration  15  ,yr  boy  &  suicide) 
Another  young  man  3*   died  cancer  1954  Alfred  S  Burl 
was  jazz  musician 
ea  Xmas  conr.ose  Carol,  send  parents  Xmas  cara_ 
(Illustration  Star  Carol)  greeting 

Ken  cane  East  seek  king/follow  star 
yg  man  look  heavens  saw  Js  in  stars 
nother  yg  man  looked  heavens  saw  nothing 

These  "Songs  In  The  Hi 

vrtio   "Song  Of  A  Star" 

La  messa.  convey  world  cott  up  hollow  laugh/gait; 
of  celebrate  Bcame  more  HOLIDAY,  than  HOLI  HAY 

This  messa  bind  upon  ea  us, 
must  share  15yr  olds  world,  who  serch  4  life  answer 
Phis  messa,  must  share  all  those  our 
who  tho  surround  fun/games,  lost/alone 
The  message:  "Unto  you  has  been  born  this  day, 
Saviour  who  is"CHRI3T  T 

V   message  that  this  Sav's  birth  was  herald  by  saar 
A  jtar  s3notx*yx3tKH  when  seen  by  men, 

&   st        Vwindows/ho-.es/ehurches/everywhere, 
Should  remind  us  J3  Xj 
That  we  come  2  point, 
"When  iHxikaxftKSncinix  the  stars  in  the  heavens  I 
see,  Ever  and  always,  I'll  think  of  Thee. 
,j,hat         is  may  be  the  star  shining  in  our  heart 
and  the  heavens  of  our  lives. 


"  longs  In  The  Night:  Jong  Of  A  Star!" 

Text:  Kattnew  2:10, 

'[  'en  they  saw  the  satr  they  rejoiced  exceedingly 
.  .  ^h  great  joy." 

(Illustrations  flowers  origin  2) 
2  story  legend  show  1  thing 
gifts  of  love 
from  childhood  on  look  fward  Xmas  day. 
day  got  t 
perhaps  still  look  4-ward  Xmas 
must  learn  day  giving/sharing  insted  time  take 

realpurp  Adv.  2  prepare  4-  Xmas 
4  birth  take  place  &  recog  gift  G. 
G  step  in  affairs  men, 
chose  way  men  unders.  /  human/  baby/ 
almost  all  love  babies 

Many  times  reach  this  stage  hear  peop  groan/moan 
grumb/  Xmas  2  commerc 
many  time  rt. 
Summer  Conn.  K-I-lart?  winter  stuff  Xmas  stuff 
Sale  peop/clerks  rub  ach  feet,  "I  glad  Xmas  over" 
All  hus/bus/hurry/seurry/ 
run/rush/push/shove/cook/bake/clean 


jrjM     all  this  lose  real  mean 

2 Tim;  yrS'pe'cia'l'w'e  Li  "  ' 

2a  fill  hart  overflow 
Hot  Bcause  festivity/f a    , 
but  speci  signif  *+  me  personal 
I  recog  day  G  did  someth  4-  ae. 
ME  as  miser  as  am  G  thot  enuf  me  show  luv  2  me 
Easter 
is  any  wonder  lose  site  Xmas  about  when  Ja  Xp 
take  2nd  place  2  Santa  CI,  East,  bun 
S.  Cl/E.  Bun  fine  St  fun, 
but  should  teach  child  give/get  Bcause  G  gave  2  us 
Hot  only  teach  childr  but  selves  also  so 
Bcome  writ  harts ,  &  kno  what  all  about 

Peop  say,  "tut  Xp  Back  in  Xmas" 
but  how  can  if  suppos  Xpians  join  others  not  Xpians 
&   make  Xmas  nother  day  get  drunk, 
or  wild  immoral  office  party/plant  party 
Only  way  put  Xp  back  Xmas , 
B  Xpian  all  actions/deeds/words/lives, 
not  just  Sunday  or  when  convenient 
;_lcrip  Ail  tell  v/ise  men/babe/gifts  etc 


"Songs  In  The  Night:  Song  Of  A  Star!" 
2:10 

'Text:  t^atthew  2xxx,  xjgtiBKxmpKKXHgxfeksxxx&eKXKXXKx 

"'  ^n  they  saw  the  star  they  rejoiced  exceedingly  with  great  joy." 
Scripture!  Matthew  2:1-12 

The  wise  men  who  were  following  the  star  came  upon  a  young  shepherd  hoy.   This 
lad  was  left  behind  by  the  other  shepherds  who  had  gone  to  pay  homage  to  Jesus. 
His  duty  was  to  tend  the  fires  while  they  were  gone.   The  boy  saw. "the  treasures 
these  men  were  taking  to  Jesus,  and  he  was  very  sad.   He  could  not  go  to  Beth- 
lehem because  he  had  no  gift  and  besides  he  had  to  take  care  of  the  fires. 
Suddenly,  he  had  an  idea.   He  dashed  from  fire  to  fire  piling  up  the  wood  so 
the  fires  would  maintain  themselves  for  sometime.   Then  he  ran  down  the  hill 
toward  the  town  of  Bethlehem.   Outside  of  the  stable  he  stopped,  he  still 
had  no  present  to  bring.   But  then  he  remembered  that  on  the  way  down  the 
hilll  he  had  noticed  a  pretty  little  flower  growing  by  itself.   So  he  ran  up 
the  hill,  plucked  the  flower  and  again  came  to  the  stable.   He  entered  very 

3tly  and  watched  in  fascination  while  the  kings  gave  their  magnificent 
gifts,  and  he  wished  he  had  something  a  little  more  elegant  to  give.   Mary, 
the  mother  looked  in  his  direction  and  motioned  for  him  to  come  closer  saying, 
"We  have  been  waiting  for  you,  come  bring  your  prescious  gift,"   He  very 
timidly  approached  the  manger  and  very  gently  placed  the  flower  in  the  baby's 
hand.   The  baby  smiled  and  raised  the  flower  to  his  lips  and  kissed  it.   './hen 
he  put  the  flower  down,  the  denter  of  the  flower  had  turned  a  beautiful  gold, 
where  his  lips  had  touched  it.   And  that  is  how  the  flower  we  call  the  Daisy 
got  its  yellow  center. 

Another  little  boy  named  Juan  who  lived  in  the  Mexican  village  of  Cardenas, 
was  verybsad  one   Christmas  Eve,  because  he  had  nothing  to  bring  to  the  church 
that  night.   It  was  the  custom  that  each  one  would  bring  their  gift  to  the 
church  so  the  three  wise  men  could  carry  the  gifts  to  the  babe  of  Bethlehem. 
Oi  Jhis  Christmas  Eve  he  found  himself  standing  outside  the  little  church 
listening  to  the  beautiful  music  and  wishing  he  had  a  gift  to  bring.    e 
stood  on  tiptoe  and  peeked  in  the  windows  to  see  all  the  beautiful  gifts  that 
had  been  placed  on  the  altar.   Surely  the  Holy  child  will  be  pleased  this 


birthday  he  thought.   He  stomped  his  little  feet  clad  in  shoes  worn  through  in 
tt   snow  to  keep  warm,  and  clasped  his  thin  sweater  around  him.   Sadly  he 
knelt  in  the  snow  to  pray.   Though  he  tried  very  hard  not  to  cry,  the  tears 
trickled  out  of  his  tightly  closed  eyelids,  and  rolled  down  his  cheek  on 
onto  the  snow.   Suddenly  the   usic  seemed  to  grow  louder,  and  he  felt  a  great 
warmth  as  though  the  summer  sun  'were  shining.   He  opened  his  eyes  and  as  he 
looked  at  the  ground  he  saw  a  beautiful  flower  growing  where  he  was  kneelin  . 
Very  excitedly  he  touched  it,  and  thought  at  last  he  had  a  gift  for  the 
Christ  Child.   With  great  reverence  ks  because  he  knew  it  was  a  miracle,  he 
plucked  it   and  took  it  into  the  church  and  laid  it  on  the  altar.   The  flower 
had  beautiful  scarlet  petals  and  a  yellow  center,  „nd  ever  afterward  the 
Mexicans  called  it  the  flower  of  the  Holy  Night.   In  our  counrty  we  call  it 
the  I'oinsettia. 

Sow  these  two  little  stories  of  flowers  and  the  Christ  CJsild  ar  merely  legends, 
b,_J"  they  show  one  thing,  and  that  is  the  giving  of  gifts  of  love.   Gifts  that 
were  given  from  the  heart,  and  thereby  gifts  that  are  priceless.   Most  of  us 
from  childhood  on,  have  looked  forward  to  Christmas  Cay.   We  looked  forward 
to  it  because  it  was  a  day  in  which  we  got  things.   We  didn't  think  of  much 
else,  but  what  we  were  going  to  receive,   i erhaps  we  still  look  forward  with 
anticipation  to  Christmas  morning.   /e  can  readily  understand  this  in  child- 
ren because  to  them  it  is  a  tremendous  amount  of  fun,  and  so  it  should  be. 
But  we  must  learn,  and  teach  our  children  as  well,  that  itvis  a  time  of 
giving  ns  well  as  getting.   It  is  a  time  of  sharing  instead  of  a  time  of 

ing.   This  is  the  real  purppse  of  Advent,  to  prepare  us  for  Christmas. 
-For  the  birth  that  is  to  take   lace  and  to  recognize  it  as  the  gift  from  God. 
To  know  for  a  certainty  that  God  stepped  into  the  affairs  of  men,  and  He  chose 
to  do  so  in  a  way  that  we  could  understand, cand  that  was  in  the  form  of  a  human 
av   in  a  baby  at  that.   Almost  everyone  loves  babies. 

:  many  times  we  reach  this  stage  of  the  Christmas  season  and  we  hear  people 

moaning  and  complaining  that  Christmas  is  too  commercial.   And  many  times  they 
are  right.   vJhen  we  were  in  Connecticut  we  went  into  a  K— Mart  or  some  other 
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large  store  and  they  were  putting  away  the  summer  tilings  and  replacing  them 
wi4~,,  winter  items,  among  which  were  Christmas  decorations,  Salespeople  and 
sales-clerks  everywhere,  begin  to  rub  their  aching  feet  around  about  now, 
and  msEKXihxn  more  than  one  of  them  is  heard  to  exclaim,  "I'll  be  glad  when 
Christmas  is  over."  Everything  is  hustle  and  bustle,  hurry  and  get  done.  Run, 
and  take  care  of  this,  rush  and  do  that.  Push  and  shove,  and  bake  and  cook 
and  clean  and  scrub.  In  all  of  this  we  lose  the  real  meaning  of  what  it  is 
all  about. 

There  are  two  seasons  in  the  year  that  are  really  special  to  me.   One  is  Easter 
and  the  other  is  Cferistmas.   Each  one  fills  my  heart  to  overflowing.   Not  be- 
cause m±   they  are  holidays  of  festivity  and  fun,  but  because  of  the  significance 
it  has  for  me  personally.   I  recognize  and  realize  that  each  of  them  is  a  day 
observed  in  which  God  did  something  for  me.  f-'Ie,  as  miserable  as  I  am,  God 

thought  enough  of  me  to  show  Hia  love  toward  me.   Is  it  any  wonder  we  lose 

and  Easter 
si ~ht  of  what  Christmas  is  all  about  when  3esus  Christ  takes  second  place  to 

Santa  Claus,  and  the  Easter  Bunny  precedes  the  risen  Saviour.   ..anta  Glaus 
is  fine,  and  so  is  the  Easter  Bunny,  but  we  should  teach  our  children  that 
all  of  the  giving  and  getting  is  done  because  God  gave  to  us.  Je   need  not 
only  teach  it  to  our  children,  but  to  ourselves  as  well,  so  that  it  becomes 
written  on  our  hearts  and  we  really  know  what  it  is  all  about. 
People  tell  us  to"j:ut  Christ  B  ck  In  Christmas,"  but  how  can  we  if  all  who 
are  supposed  to  act  like  Christians  join  all  of  those  who  merely  see  Christmas 
as  another  day  to  get  drunk,  or  to  have  a  wild  immoral  party  at  their  place 
of  employments   The  only  waybwe  will  ever  get  Christ  bawk  in  Christmas  is  to 
be  Christians  in  all  of  our  actions,  and  in  all  of  our  lives,  and  not  just  on 
Sunday. 

The  scripture  we  read  for  this  morning  told  once  again  of  the  visit  from  the 
;i   Men  to  pay  their  respects  to  Jesus  Christ  the  babe  of  Bethlehem,  and  it 
is  a  wonderful  story  of  gifts  and  giving.   But  the  thing  that  is  so  often  over- 
looked, is  found  in  the  10th  verse  of  this  portion  of  scripture. 
We  read:  "When  they  saw  the  star  they  rejoiced  exceedingly  with  great  joy." 


They  were  overcome  with  joy,  for  they  knew  they  had  reached  the  destination 

toT-">rd  which  they  had  traveled.   That  star  had  beckoned  and  shone  for  them, 

and"  had  led  them  to  where  the  actual  source  of  that  light  was  born.    They 

2kH2:KxisxaxEHiHHiB±Exnss3.a:KaxrHXi:kisx!aHs;x5CKEsa  came  searching  and  found  what 

they  were  searching  for.   Many  others  have  searched  and  arexstill  searching 

and  are  not  aware  of  what  it  is  they  seek. 

(Illustration  15  year  old  boy  &,   poem  written  before  suicide) 

"The  sky  is  blue  and  way  too  high 

I  wish  I  could  get  beyond  the  sky 
There's  things  up  there  better  than  dope, 
Is  there  a  chance,  is  there  some  hope? 
Stoned  crazy  I'm  out  of  my  mind 
I  know  there's  something  I  can't  find 
A  home  and  love  is  that  what  I've  lost? 
I've  got  to  get  there  whatever  the  cost. 
Is  there  a  ticket  I  need  to  buy 
To  get  off  this  earth  and  into  the  sky? 
I  hear  there's  a  god  in  that  ocean  of  blue 
And  he's  calling  and  crying  for  me  and  you. 
Is  there  a  ticket  I  need  to  buy  to  get  off  this  earth  and  into  the  sky? 

Th"' s  poem  was  clipped  from  the  Tampa  Tribune  recently.   It  was  written  by  a 
1.  /ear  old  boy  and  was  found  on  his  dead  body  after  he  had  hung  himself  from 
an  oak  tree  40  feet  from  his  home.   You  can  almost  hear  the  screams  of  the 
young  man  as  he  was  searching  for  something  more  in  life  than  he  found.   He 
wondered  ig  you  could  buy  your  way  to  eternal  life.   If  he  had  only  known  it 
was  free.   Pat  Kelley  was  15  years  old,  and  that's  all  he'll  ever  be." 

Another  young  man  who  was  34-  years  old  when  he  died  of  cancer  in  195^  was  a 

jazz  musician.   His  name  was  Alfred  S.  Burt  and  each  Christmas  he  would  compose 

a  Christmas  Carol  and  he  would  send  these  to  his  parents  as  his  Christmas  Car  d 

from  himself.   Hach  year  his  carols  are  becoming  more  popular,  but  the  one 

which  he  wrote,  that  I  believe  really  speaks  to  us  is  entitled  "The  Star  Carol." 

"Long  years  ago  on  a  deep  winters  night,  high  in  the  heavens  a  star 
shone  bright. 
While  in  a  manger  a  wee  baby  lay,  sweetly  asleep  on  a  bed  of  hay. 
Jesus  our  Lord  was  that  baby  so  small,  laid  down  to  sleep  in  a 
humble  stall. 

Then  came  the  star  and  it  stood  overhead,  shedding  its  light  round 

His  little  head,, 
Dear  baby  Jesus  how  tiny  thou  art,  I'll  make  a  place  for  Thee  in 

my  heart. 
And  when  the  stars  in  the  heavens  I  see,  Eger  and  always,  I'll 

think  of  Thee. 

Men  came  from  the  East  seeking  a  king  by  following  a  star.   itararfctiEexyBa:  A 
young  man  looked  at  the  heavens  and  saw  Jesus  in  the  very  stars  themselves. 
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Another  young  man.  looked  at  the  heavens  and  saw  nothing.   These  are  the 

"f-  ngs  In  The  Night,"  and  in  particular,  "The  Song  uf  A  Star."   This  is  the 

message  that  needs  to  be  conveyed  to  a  world  that  is  caught  up  in  all  ik  of 

the  hollow  laughter  and  gaity  of  a  celebration  that  has  become  more  of  a 

holiday,  than  a  Holy  Day.   This  is  the  message  that  is  binding  upon  each  of 

of  the  world 
us  that  we  must  share  with  the  15  year  olds  who  are  searching  for  life's 

answers.   This  is  the  message  we  must  share  with  all  of  those  of  our  day, 

who  though  surrounded  by  fun  and  games,  are  lost  and  alone.   The  message  jzhat, 

"Unto  you  fckxxxiay  has  been  born  again  this  day,  A  SAVIOUR  who  is  Christ  the 

Lord." 

The  message  that  this  Saviour's  birth  was  heralded  by  a  star,  A  star  that  when 

seen  by  men,  "They  rejoiced  exceedingly  with  great  0°y."   A^d  that  stars, 

on  trees,  in  windows,  in  homes  or  churches  should  remind  us  of  Jesus  Christ. 

That  we  may  come  to  the  pointas  that  young  man  wrote  in  his  Star  Carol, 

:'"'-en  xjDCfctexteBHicEHX  the  stars  in  the  heavens  I  see,  Ever  and  always  I'll 

think  of  Thee,"  KsnEixaEssiisx  That  Lord  Jesus  may  KkxHSxis  be  the  star  shining 

in  our  hearts  and  the  heavens  of  our  lives. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH    OK  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday   in  Advent  Dec,   22,    i 974 

Rev.   Ralph  G.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Marilyn   Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Sybert,    Youth   Choir  Director 
Jodie  Marte,  Terry  McClimans  -  Acolytes 

ORDER    FOR   HOLY    COVMUNION    I  I  i  00  A.M. 
Prelude  Mu3ic:        "The  Worship  of  the  Angelic  Host"   James 
"In  Dulei    Jusilo"  Pethel 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.    108   "0   Little  Town  of  Bethlehem" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Call  to  Wohshi p 
* Invocat idn 
"Praise 

•Pastor  -  0   Lord   open  our   lips 

•People  -  Ana   our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy  praise 
•Doxology 
Scripture!  Luke  ?'.    8-20 

Light  I  No   of  Advent  Candles 
Announcements 
Offer  I NG 

(Anthem  by  Youth  Choir)   "The  Little  Drummer  Boy"-S imeone 
Anthem:  "Holy   Night"     Wilson-         Chancel  Choir 

Sermon:      "SONGS    IN  THE  NIGHT:      SONG  OF  ADORAT ION) » 
•Gloria  Patrj 
♦Affirmation  of  our   Faith     (Apostles   Creed) 

Communion  Hymn  No.     107      "It   came  upon   the  mionicht   clear" 
•Call  to  Communion  -  Page  32 

•EucharistIc  Prayer  'Institution         *Asnus   Dei 

The  Holy  Communion   (Please  hetain  elements   until 
all   are  served) 
•Prayer   of  Thanksg i vi no  -  Choral  Amen 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    120       "Joy   to  the  wohldI" 
•Benediction  and   Threefold   Amen 
•Postlude  "0  Thou  Joyful"  Price 

The   Elders   ano   Deacons  will  Usher   and  also   Serve 
Communion. 


Elder   and  Mrs.    Chester  Stauffer  will  represent 

Couwcj  l  at   the  door  today. 
Nursery  will   be   provided  today  by  Mrs.    Linda  McMillin   J 
and  Mrs.    Jane   Armstrong.  ,,,,,     Ltt*»±*ff*     i  ■  <- ■  u/- 

^■Hospitalized:     Mr.   James  Stewart  -  Room  73 !  I   -   Prk^F'^"' 
Hospital  -  Pitts.   (He  will  be   coming  home  this   weekend.) 
There  will  be   a  meeting  after  Church  for  all  the  Boys 
who  want  to  play  basketball. 
•p>ToNi(SHT  -   Anyone   interested  from   the  Youth  Fellowship 
and   Youth  Choir    in   going   caroling   -  please   meet   at 
the   Church  at   7:00.      They   will  return   to    the   Church 
afterwards  for  some  warm   refreshments, 
-ps-TuES.    Eve.   -  Christmas   Eve,    -   Candlelight  Service 

at    11:00  P.M.      -  Holy   Communion.  Mono/shep    t„le 
^•*e   invite  all  Christians   regardless   of  denomination 
to   partake  of   the  Lord's  supper  with  us. 
Please   fill  out   a  Communion   card   so   that  our   Church's 
records   are  accurate.      You  will    find   them    in   the 
receptacle   ^  the  baljk  0f  the  p£ws, 

If  VISITORS  VI LL  PUT  EITHER  THE  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  OF 
THEIR  CHURCH  OR  THEIR  PASTOR'S  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  ON 
THE    SACK    OF    THE    COMMUNION    CARD,      IT    WILL    BF    FORWARDED. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  25M-. 

YrjU     MAY    TAKE     YOUR     PotNBETTA    AFTER    THE     II      O'CLOCK 

Service  today   or   leave   it  ano    it  will  be  given  to 
a  Shut-in. 

We   have  January    12,     I  9,    26;    Feb.    2,     IS,    23;   Mar  2  open 
for  Altar   Flowers  -   Please   leave  Bea  know   today    if 
you  would   like  to   have  one  of  these  Sundays   -   The 
flowers   are  still  $s.fyj  -  because  we  have  ladies  who 
will  arrange   them. 

Next   Sunday    is    the    last   Sunday   of   the   year   and   the 
last   chance  to  wake   your   final  commitment   for    the 
year.      The  Church  Treasurer's   books  close  as  of  Dec. 
3lst.  and  everything  after  that  date  will  be  credited 

TO     I'^ftf. 

Rev,    and  Mrs.   Cooper  would   like  to  thank  all  the 
nice   people  that  sent  cards   ano  were   30   good   to    them 
-  they  wish  you  all  a  blessed  christmas. 
..'elconie  visitors/sign  card/boois: 


Thanks  cards 
'IF 


p 


(*s**,r-    r>  ** 


But  when  angs  depart  they  found  selves  alone 
They  said,  (vs  15b) 
they  willing  re-act  2  situation 

a  we  told  (vs  16) 

not  content  just  C,  but  mu3t  tell  (vs  17) 
.'ent  out  &  told  events  of  nite 
,r  end  result  was  (vs  20) 

Could  not  remain  mute 
had  tell  what  overflowed  harts  &  lives  2  overflow 
Altho  they  involv  in  event  out  of  ordin, 
they  still  filled  with  wonder  it  all 

here  group  oomm  peop  who  privil  B  part  mirao  of  G 
They  inolv  in  watt  call  mtn  top  exper 
yet  with  immensty  ^  vast  implies  this  act, 
&  altho  on  plane  far  above  their  station  life, 
they  able  come  bale  coma  ordi  level  life  & 
still  give  praise/glory  2  God 

This  the  wonder  it  all 

t ,  unlike  most  peop  who  would  resent  be  brot 
bak  hum-drum  comm  work-day  world,  they  continue 
look  2  G  in  praise 

x  erhaps  this  why  G  chose  snaps  B  recips  this  event 
thousands  peop  crowded  Beth  that  paitic  nite, 
all  left '/Beth  day  or  so  never  know  what  took  place 
Many  guests  at  inn,  &  left  premis  unaware  earth 
shak  event  in  stable  in  bqk 
goodly  portion  from  aristoc,  peop  welth/means 
But  not  them  birth  Js  Xp  revealed 

Isa   53  asks,    "AITD  TO  WHQM-LS  THE  liii  hOiU/f 

—         'rkvbal:^ 

:n   describ  coram  ord  life  Js  2  lead 
toy  wander  then  that  comm  ord  Js  revealed  2 
those  peop  2  whom  He  could  identify? 
Bat  nether  aspec  this  revel  2  B  looked  at 
it  pertain  2  His  B  shepherd  also 
(Illustration  John         ^'ing  boy) 

this  real  signif  revel  2  sheps  at  birth  Js 
His  birth  herald  2  them  2  show  here  Good  Shep 
Here  1  sent  by  G  2  seek  lost  sheep  of  world 

This  "oons  In  Might"  sheps  sang, 
"A   :;ony;  Of  Adoration" 
■  their  harts  filled  wonders  ahown  them  Al  G, 

;.  very  possibly  sang  as  we , 
"u   come  let  us  adore  Him,  Christ,  the  Lord,    j  1   Yj 
"AHD  THt;  .ilKK;  .  !   ;IFYING  AKD  ?RAISIHG| 


B  :s  In  The  flights  .ion-  Of  Adoration!" 

Text:    Luke   2:20, 

7     d  the   sheniyjrdrj  returned,  is  and  praising 

tfpd  for  all~the  things  "that_jthey_  had  heard  and  seen 

as  it  was  t 


so 


K 


ture;  Luke  2:8-20 


(Illustration  1st  grade  class  singing  "While  Shepher 
,/atched  Their  blocks  By  Might") 
Much  written/said  bout  shephs  in  Nat.  story 
4  scrip. red  beaut  story  again 
visit  Magi  mayB  more  vivid/thrill  Bcause  magnif 
presents  brot 
peop  remem  king  visits  Bcause  most  us  awed  royal 
.'e  more  accust  common  things  life, 
so  when  royal  mention  we  inquisitive  live/act 
Lerner/Loewe  misic  Camelot,  aong  "I  fonder 
What  l'v,e  King  Is  Doing  Tonight" 
express  coimn  peop  pond  ways  royalty 

4  sheer  simplie ,  story  sheps  &   involv  in  iJat  tops 
rather  signif  we  read  story  2  know  sheps  mostly 
despised  by  ortho  peop  of  day 
they  unable  keep  minute  ceremonial  details  of  law 
observ  rules/regul  law  impose  on  them 
"  had  B  with  flocks,  constant  look  2  needs 
Thus,  orth  look  upon  as  common 

V.'m  Barclay  states:  these  sheps  signif  peop 
perhaps  Temple  sheps 
unblem  lamb  sacrif  Temp  mom/eve 
2  meet  deman  4  pure  imblem  lams  Temp  auths  had 
?n  floks 

x'hese  floks  pastur  near  Beth 
This  nesess  Boaus  rich/lush  gras  grow  there 
even  2day  it  grow  same 

Beth  situat  5mi  Jerus 
so  likely  Temp  floks  pastur  there  at  3eth 
2  add  2  signif  this  story, 
wouldn't  B  approp  1's  tend  lams  used  Temp  sacrif 
4,  forgiveness  sins,  B   among  1st  2  C  Lam  of  G 
who  take  away  sin  of  world? 

If  this  case,  we  underst  why  sheps  visited  1st 
news  this  birth  |//- 

,\  J*ut  aust  also  observ  altho  sheps  visited  angel  Lord 
"d   they  herd,  "Slory ■  2  G  hiest,  '  on  earth  peace 
good  will  2ward  men,"  they  not  overawed  bjn  it  all. 
They  much  afraid  fe  ritely  so 


"Songs  In  The  Right:  Song  Of  Adoration!" 

Text:  Luke  2:20, 

"And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  praising  God  for  all  the  things 
t"  "it  they  had  heard  and  seen  as  it  was  told  unto  them." 

Scripture:  Luke  2:8-20 

A  first  grade  .class  was  singing  Christmas  carols  in  school  on  the  last  day 

of  classes  before  the  Christmas  vacation.   The  teacher  was  walking  throughout 

the  class  while  they  sang,  and  she  thought  she  detected  the  wrong  words  coming 

from  a  certain  part  of  the  room.   So  she  had  them  sing  the  verse  over  again 

while  she  made  her  way  to  that  part  of  the  room.   They  were  singing  "While 

Shepherds  Watched  Their  Flocks  3y  Night,"  and  sure  enough,  one  little  boy  was 

singing,  "While  Shepherd  Washed  Their  Socks  By  Night." 

In  our  scripture  this  morning  we  read  once  again,  the  beautiful  story  of  the 

visit  to  the  shepherds  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord.   This  is  perhaps  the  most 

widely  quoted  portions  of  the  Nativity  story.   The  visit  by  the  Magi  may 

be  much  more  vivid  in  detail  and  much  more  thrilling  because  of  the  nature 

o*"  the  station  in  life  held  by  these  men,  as  well  as  the  magnificent  presents 

the7/  brought.   BH±x£H2xsiiSK3Sxs±mpzis±£y^:xfefeHxshgpkKEdxst:HEXxxs  People  remember 

these  kingly  visitors  because  most  of  us  are  awed  by  royalty.   We  are  more 

accustomed  to  the  common  things  of  life,  and  so  when  royalty  is  mentioned 

we  are  inquisitive  as  to  how  they  live  and  act.   In  the  Lerner  and  Loewe 

musical  "Gamelot"  there  is  a  song  entitled  "I  Wonder  What  The  King  Is  Doing 

Tonight,"  which  is  an  expression  of  how  p&  the  common  people  ponder  the  ways 

of  royalty.   But  for  sheer  simplicity,  the  story  of  the  shepherds  izxtliHX 

and  their  involvement  in  the  Nativity  is  tops. 

It  is  rather  significant  when  we  read  this  story,  to  know  that  shepherds  were 

mostly  despised  by  the  orthodox  good  people  of  the  day,   ihepherds  were  unable 

to  keep  the  minute  details  of  the  ceremonial  laws.   They  could  not  observe 

all  of  the  rules  and  regulations  and  meticulous  hand-washings  that  the  law 

IT  osed  upon  them.   They  had  to  be  with  their  flocks,  constantly  looking 

a 'ter  their  neeeds.   Thus,  the  othrodmx  people  looked  upon  them  as  being  very 

common. 

William  3arklay  states  that  he  beleives  these  shepherds  were  rather  significant 


-2- 

people,  for  he  reasonsthey  ight  have  been  Temple  shepherds.  An  unblemished 
le    b  was  sacrificed  in  the  Temple  morning  and  evening.   To  meet  the  demand 
for  pure  and  unblemished  lambs,  the  Temple  authorities  had  their  own  special 
private  flocks.   These  flocks  were  pastured  near  Bethlehem.   This  would  be 
necessary,  because  we  are  told  that  even  today,  their  is  rich  lush  green  gsass 
that  grows  abundantly  in  and  around  Bethlehem.   Bethlehem  is  situated  about 
5  miles  from  Jerusalem,  so  it  is  quite  likely  the  Temple  flocks  were  pastured 
there.   To  add  to  the  significance  of  this  story,  wouldn't  it  be  appropriate 
that  the  ones  who  tended  the  lambs  to  be  used  in  the  Temple  for  the  forgiveness 
oS   sins,  would  be  among  the  first  to  see  the  Lamb  of  God  Who  take  away  the 
sin  of  the  world?   If  this  is  the  c^se,  then  we  can  understand  why  the  shep- 
herds were  among  the  first  to  be  visited  with  the  news  of  this  birth. 
But  we  must  also  observe  that  although  the  shepherds  were  visited  by  the  angel 
of  the  Lord,  and  they  heard  the  angelic  host  praising  God  with  Gifaory  to  God 
±r    "The  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men,"  snatxaiixBribdrtixx 
they  refused  to  be  completely  overawed  by  it  all.   They  were  very  much  afraid 
we  are  rold,  and  well  they  should  have  been.   But  when  the  nagels  had  departed 
from  them  and  they  once  again  found  themselves  alonecwith  their  sheep,  they 
said  to  one  another,  "let  us  now  go  even  unto  3ethlehem  and  see  this  thing 
which  has  come  to  pass,  whidh  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us."   They  were 
willing  to  re-actbto  the  situation,  in  other  words. 

oo  we  are  told  they  went  to  the  stable  and  found  Him  lying  in  ths  manger  as 
they  were  told  it  would  be.   But  even  with  being  told  by  angels,  and  then 
seeing  it  firsthand,  they  were  not  content  to  let  it  go  at  that,  for  they 
had  to  broadcast  it  for  we  are  told,  "And  when  they  had  seen  it,  they  made 
known  abroad  the  saying  which  was  told  them  concerning  this  child." 
Thus  they  went  out  and  told  of  a±ixfeka  the  events  of  that  night.   The  20th 
vr  le  of  this  portion  of  .'Scripture  tells  the  end  result  of  the  visit  of  the 
shepherds  to  xx&x*:  the  Christ  child.   We  read,  "And  the  sheoherds  returned, 
glorifying  and  praising  God  for  all  the  things  thatithey  had  heard  and  seen, 
as  it  was  told  unto  them." 
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They  were  not  content  to  remain  mute.   They  had  to  tell  of  the  events  of 
tfc   night.   Their  hearts  and  their  lives  had  been  filled  to  overflowing  by 
what  God  had  done.   Although  they  had  been  involved  in  an  event  out  of  the 
ordinary,  they  were  still  filled  with  the  wonder  of  it  all.  Here  was  a  group 
of  common  people,  who  were  privileged  to  be  a  part  of  a  miracle  of  God. 
They  had  been  involved  in  what  we  would  call  a  "mountaintop  experience."  Yet, 
with  the  immensity  Siberia  and  the  vast  implications  of  this  act,  and  although 
they  were  on  a  plane  far  above  their  normal  station  in  life,  they  were  able 
to  come  back  to  the  common  ordinary  level  and  still  give  praise  and  Glory  to 
God.   This  is  the  wonder  of  it  all.   That,  unlike  most  people  who  would  re- 
sent being  brought  back  to  the  hum-drum,  common  work-aday  world,  they  could 
continue  to  loo1:  to  God  in  praise. 

Perhaps  this  is  why  God  chose  these  men  to  be  the  recipients  of  this 
wonderful  event.   Thousands  of  people  had  crowded  that  town  on  that  particular 
n:  ht.   All  of  them  had  left  Bethlehem  either  the  next  day  or  a  day  or  so 
following,  never  knowing  what  had  taken  place  there.   Many  of  them  had  been 
guests  at  the  inn,  and  had  left  the  prenr  ses  completely  unaware  that  an  earth 
shaking  event  had  occurred  in  the  stable  in  the  back.   A  goodly  portion  of 
them  were  perhaps  from  the  aristocracy,  or  were  people  of  wealth  and  means. 
3ut  it  was  not  to  them  that  the  birth  of  Jesus  Ghrist  was  revealed.   The 
prophet  Isaiah  xsksxtftKxsniKS  in  the  53rd  chapter  asks  the  question,  "And  to 
whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed?"   Then  he  goes  on  to  describe  the  common 
ordinary  life  that  Jesus  was  to  lead.   13  it  any  wonder  then,  that  the  common 
ordinary  Jesus,  was  revealed  to  those  persons  to  whom  he  could  identify? 

But  there  is  yet  another  aspect  of  this  revelation  to  common  shepherds 
that  needs  to  be  looked  at. 

John  Kelson  Darby  was  a  noted  (Slergyman  in  Ireland.   He  was  summoned  once  to 
see  a  poor  boy  who  was  dying.   He  told  of  having  to  walk  for  over  an  hour  over 
b'~  roads  to  get  to  the  house.   He  enteredcthe  miserable  hovel  they  called  a 
hcuse  and  in  the  dim  interior  was  unable  to  distinguish  any  signs  "of  life. 
Then  he  noticed  an  old  woman  sitting  on  a  stool  and  bent  over  the  embers  of 
a  peat  fire.   He  asked  for  the  boy  and  she  pointed  to  a  darker  corner  of  the 
room.   He  went  to  the  corner  and  there  on  a  heap  of  straw  was  a  skinny  boy  of 
about  17  o4?  18.   He  had  a  very  thin  cover  over  him  and  very  evidently  was  in 


a  state  of  extreme  suffering  and  exhaustion.   Be  appeared  to  be  in  the  last 
stages  of  tuberculosis.   Mr.  Darby  inquired  as  to  his  knowledge  of  God  and 
his  own  relationship  conserning  his  salvation.   At  first  the  boy  did  not  re- 
sp   d,  but  then  he  uttered  a  few  words  in  which  he  told  how  his  mother  had 
to^-ct  ham  something  of  a  God  and  a  future  judgement,  but  he  had  never  been 
taught  to  read.   His  mind  on  the  subject  was  a  complete  blank. 
Mr.  Darby  tells  of  being  sick  at  heart  and  unknowing  as  to  how  to  approach 
the  subject  with  this  mortally  sick  boy.   He  prayed  that  God  would  guide  him 
so  he  could  prepare  this  lad  for  eternity,  if  it  was  not  too  late  already. 
He  said  he  looked  at  the  boy  and  with  a  sincere  pity  that  he  felt  for  him, 
he  began  by  asking  telling  him,  "My  boy,  you  are  very  ill;  I  fear  you  suffer 
a  great  deal."  The  boy  answered,  "Yes,  I  have  a  very  bad  cough,  and  when  I 
cough  It  hurts  me  so."   "Have  you  had  this  cough  long,"  Mr.  Darby  inquired? 
"Yes,  almost  a  year  now.   It  was  about  this  time  of  year  when  one  of  my  father's 
sheep  went  astray.   My  father  keeps  a  few  sheep  on  the  mountain  and  this  is  how 
we  live.   There  was  snow  upon  the  ground  and  my  father  told  me  one  of  the  sheep 
was  missing,  and  so  I  went  to  find  him.   I  had  a  long  way  to  go  before  I  found 
it,  but  I  never  stopped  until  I  got  there.   The  sheep  did  not  want  to  follow 
me  back,   and  so  I  had  to  carry  it  on  my  shoulders  all  the  way  home.   It  took 
me  the  whole  night  to  do  this,  and  I  was  completely  exhausted.   It  was  then 
that  I  caught  this  cold.   Mother  tells  me  I  will  never  get  better  now.   But 
I  guess  God  knows  best,  and  anyway  I  did  my  best  to  save  the  sheep." 

with  this  Mr.  Darby  was  able  to  EasrjSHXKxfexHxxs&CEiHfc  share  the  Gospel 
story  of  Jesus  with  this  boy  using  Jesus  as  the  Son  looking  for  the  lost  sheep 
and  God  as  the  Father  who  sent  Him  to  seek  the  sheep.   The  boy  was  able  to 
understand  xka:  God's  plan  of  salvation  and  accepted  Christ  as  His  Gaviour, 
just  before  he  died. 

Now  this  is  the  real  significance  of  the  revelation  to  the  shepherds  at 
th~  birth  of  Jesus  Christ.   His  birth  was  heralded  to  them  to  show  that  here 
was  the  good  shepherd.   Here  was  the  one  sent  by  God  to  seek  the  lost  sheep 
of  the  world.   This  is  the  "Gong  In  The  Night"  the  shepherds  sang,  "A  Gong 

Aioration."   Their  hearts  were  filled  with  the  wonders  shown  them  by  Al- 
mighty God  and  very  possibly  they  sang  much  as  wast  we  do, 
"0  come,  let  us  adore  wkxMx  Him,  Christ,  the  Lord." 

"And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  praising  God  for  all  the  things 
that  they  had  heard  and  seen,  as  it  was  told  unto  them*" 
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Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
First  Sunday   After   Christmas  Decemher  29,     \3jk 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.   Marjlyn  Stephenson*    Organist 

Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 

Jool      MaRte(    Patty  Sasehqre  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  'WORSHIP    I  I  lOO  A.M. 

Prelude:  "A  Christmas   Pastorale" 

Si  lent   Prayer 
•Processional  Hymn  No.     120     "Joy  to    the  world!" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Exhortat I  ON 
""Confess  i aw   (In  Unison)    "0   Goo,    who   puttest    into   our 

HEARTS    SUCH     DEEP     DESTRES     THAT    WE    CANNOT     BE     AT     PEACE 
UNTIL    WE     REST     IN     THEEl        MERC] FULLY     GRANT     THAT    THE 
LONGING    or    OUR    SOULS     MAY     NOT     SO    UNSATISFIED     BECAUSE 
OF    ANY    UW  IGHTEOUSMEBS     OF     L!  FE    THAT    MAY    SEfERATE    US 
FROM    THEE.        OPEN    OUR    Ml  WjS     TO     THE     COUNSELS     OF     ETERNAL 
WISDOM^     9PEATHE     INTO     QURSOULS     THE     PFACE     WH I  CH    PA3SETH 
UNDERSTANDING,         Let     OUR    HUNGER     AND     THIRST    RE    FOR 

righteousness,  that  we  may  be  filled  with  the  bread  qf 

heaven.   0  Lord*  give  us  grace  to  seek  first  thy  kingdom; 

and  wet  know  that  thou  wilt  add  unto  us  all  things  needful 

Amen, " 
*Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•PaETORJ         '0     LoRO     OPEN    OUR     LJ PS . 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
*Doxo lo G  V    No .  55'  t 
Scripture  Lesson:    II  Corinthians  5 
Hymn  Mo.    102     "Hark,  the  herals  angels  sins" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles1  Creed) 
*Gljria  Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

""Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you* 

•People.!   And  with  thv  spirit. 

•Pastor  J   Let  us  Pray. 
•Prayer  and  Fraver  Response 

FERJ NG 


Offertory        "In  His   Holy   Presence"  Clarke 

Requiem  Observance  *Hvmn   No.    ^IS    "For  all  the  saint 

•Anthem;  "The  Magi"  Wilson       Solo  -  Richard   Barton 

Sermon:  "WHOLLY,    HOLEY!" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn   of  Ded,cat<on  No.        ,|7    r>0   thou  JOtFUU« 
^Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:        "Welsh  New  Yeah   Carol"        arr.   Sjmone 
_________  *Congregat  ion  Standing  -■———-- 

The  Lovely    Flowers   on  the  Altar  have   been  placed    by 
Mrs,   Sernice  Nicholas    in  lovtng  memory  of  her   "Huesano" 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:   *Alvin   Ta*t,    Robert 

Stewart,    James  McClvmonds   and  Mjke  Nazaruk. 
Mr.    &  Mrs.    Ralph  Killean  will   represent    Council    at 

the  door   today, 
the  attendance  last  sunday  and  christmas  eve.   was  29^. 
--yHospiTALi ?ed:      Mrs.    Heginbotham  #526;  Mrs.    Grace 
Charleton  #627   and  Mrs.    Dorothy  Nicholas   267, 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today   by  .      mr3>    pH|L[P 

Snyder   and   Paula   Stephenson. 
Members   and   Friends  who   Have  departed   St.    Paul's 

DURING      197^- 

Mrs ,    Mae   We  t  tzel 
Mrs.    Helen   Louise  Custead 
Mrs.    Anna  Grace  Wiles 
Mrs.    Ronald   Roth   (Fr| end) 
Mrs.    Mabel  Moulds    (Friend) 
Mies   Anna   A,    Bell    (Friend) 
Mrs,    Ida  Mae  Eberhart   (Friend) 
Financial  Secretary's   Books   will  close   as  of   Dec.    31, 

I97^i    *ny  monies   given   after   Tuesday   will  se    credited 

to  J  975- 
All  organizations  should  have  reports    in  for   yearbook 

as  boon   as   possible. 

P»"*F0R     1975    "    WE    AflE     INITIATING     A     PROGRAM    or    READING 

the  Sidle  through    in   a   year.      We  will    include;  this 

MATERIAL    WITH    THE    MAILING!    or     tH£    NewS  LETTER. 
^^QrOINAt  I  ON    TAPES     ARE     AVAILABLE     AT     A     COST    OT     $2.00 

each.   Anyone  wishing  to  have  one  -  please  let  us  _^ 

KNOW     IN     THE    OFFICE,      J&&     ST^-'F^f/U      W^tf/J  0   *        Tft/'J 

Flowers   for   the  Altar   open:      Jan.   26;    FCB.    2,    16,    23; 
March  2. 

'./elcome  visitors/sign  card,   book 


Mr.  Thomas  Ra  tMONDf 
Mrs .  Margaret  Weeter 
Mr*  Paul  Harper 
Mr.  Carl  F.  Mi ller 
Mrs.  Gladys  E.  Winters 
Mrs,  Betty  Jean  Filson 


!t  .'holly,    iioley!  " 

If'-*-k   2:21,    object   lesson 

HH   ON   AH   OLD   Q 

?ni  cd  it  ~i>  -i^^-mxY— 
r, 

Js  speak  His,  John,  Pharisees  disciples 
"   "   unsanforized  cloth 
"   say  we  "Wholly,  Iioley!" 

New  yr  and  resolutions 
Scrip  Paul  wrote  Corinthians,  5:17 

.FORK,  IF  A.  HAH  BE  IN  CHHI3T .  HE  IS  A  MStf 

CHjLITIOH;  OLD  THINGS  AHS  PASSED  AWAY;  BEHOLD,  ALL 

r".!  .'-:,     .   .  ;  ~i   J.J.  ,.  ::..:.  ' 

14  person  become  Xpian,  he  change,  become  different 
(illust  Louis  16  i?rance) 
Predecess  revolution,  we  revolu  old/new 
custom  breed  revolu 
(illust  buttons  sleeves,  cattle  trail, streets) 
teal  change  needed  peop  follow  old  customs 
ys,  we  afraid  ai;ep  out  new  direction 
(illust.  woman  dove  Calif.) 
woman  all  wrapped  self 
P  say  to  Cor.   Js  aay  to  IJico  "Be  Born  again" 
all  old  habits/traits  in  past,  spiritual  rebirth 
peop  say,  "we  know,  U  make  sound  easy  preach" 
Not  easy,  I  fight  battle  all  time  too 
/   say  not  easy,  narrow  way 
^.Illust  B.  Graham  man  extremes) 

3lip,  fall  many  time,  Js  pick  up,  this  "He 
";edd  call  Ja ,  not  self-pity, 
thus  fight  jfitan  ■  '-.  forces 
(Illus  Alex  Gr.  P.-.  soldier) 
Anyone  hate,  call  self  Xpian,  is  not 

refuse  give  up  old  habits/haunts  not 
"     no  break  with  past     not  Xpian 

continue  old  ways  that  Unxpian ,  not  Xpian 

LY,  HOLEY"  hut  can  become  Hew  Clieati 
Must  come  to  Js,  cannot  do  otherwise 

SText  from  Oar.  ) 
Text  from  Mar 

Durden  is  upon  each  of  us, 
"Fellow  soldiers  who  call  ourselves  Christian, 
We  must  either  chance  our  names,  or  change  our 
Conduct,  &  75  is  a  wod  time  to  start. 


"..holly,  Holey!" 

Text:  II  Corinthians  5:17, 

";"  ere  fore,  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new 
o'.  .atioa;  old  things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all 
thirds  are  become  new." 

2:21,  "Mo  man  seweth  a  piece  of  new  cloth  on 
an  old  garment,  else  the  new  piece  that  filled  it  up 
taketh  away  from  the  old,  and  the  tear  iB  madB  worse 

2nd  chap.  Hark  21  object  lesson 
Js  gave  discs  ,,i,;/,jn/  haris 
(read  text,  rip  jeans) 
Js  speak  unsanforized  cloth 

\s   did  with  jeans  Js  speak  us  as  well 
i  et  sweater/jacket,  patcti/patch/patch 
finally  must  discard 
In  scrip  Js  tell  us  we  "V/holly,  Holey!  2 
we  need  patch 
Threshold  new  yr 
peop  draw  resol  <(■  new  yr 

ar  wks/days  old  pattern  life,  ".-.  no  better  o  Tf 
Js  say  wen  fruitless  put  patch  garm 
He  no  say  throw  away, 
but  implied  in  vs 
en  read  Cor  scrip  read  wat  P  wrote  , 
we  see  J  n;ive  solut  prob  sew  patch  old  garms 
In  partic  he  give  solut  17  vs  (read  text) 
P  say  1  Bcome  Xpian  he  become  diff/changed 
(Illus.  Louis  16th) 

Unfortun  4  him  ancestors  left  him  revolu  2  reign 
;;™  revolu  2day, 
'  3V0lu  tween  old/new 

.:j  we  look  new/old,  make  decis  nece3s  0 
things  4  better 
It  is  custom  that  breeds  revolu 

■i.nnot  try  that,  Bcause  our  cust  do  this  way." 
"we  always  done  it  this  manner,  &  not  about  2chang 
(Illust.  buttons  on  sleeve) 
(  "     paths,  crooked  streets) 

Heal  change  needed  in  peop  who  fill  age  old  cust 
reluc  ch  Bcause  we  like  say,  "we  set  in  ways" 
This  untru,  we  no  set  ways,  we  merely  unwill 
step  out  new  direc  St  2  alter  living 
(illus.  woman  move  Calif.) 
Here  woman  wrapped  in  aelf/concern  lonli  her  choos 
Y    vill  adjust  new  life 
„nly  wen  accident  she  found  what  took  2  change 
she  change  life  from  lonli  2  one  of  happi 


i'his  wat  P  say  Jorinths  2/  ~ 

He  tell  them,  any  man  calls  self  follow  Js  Xp, 
is  new  creation. 

9  change  Individ,  new  person 
-  L'his  Js  say,  "Be  born  again"  to  Kicodem 

TTe  mean  person  follower  Him,  he  re-horn  spiritual 
All  _ jve  4  old  habits,  haunts  should  be  in  past 
All  old  traits/soumess/bitterness/miserableness/ 
fits  anger/temper  tantrums/vulgar  lang/swearing 
obscenely/selfishness/envy /hatred/strife/greed, 
all  should  be  done  away  with  wen  Bcome  Xpians 

But  peop  say,  "Sure,  preach  we  know, 
you  make  sound  easy/looks  good,  but  hard  2  do," 
It  not  easy,  Sc  I  never  tell  anyone  otherwise 
I  fite  contin  battle  toy  life  overcome  things  of 
pasl5,  pet  habits/peeves  etc. 
Jven  Js  state  not  easy, 
Harrow  is  the  way  leads  everlast  life 
(Illust  Man  write  Billy  Graham  tell  beat  up  wife  etf; 
tie   know  it  not  easy  B  complete  new  creations  as 
P  said  should  and  would 
Slip  Sc  fall  many  times  maybe, 
But  Js  there  2  lift  up  8=  help  us 
This  what  mean  "New  Creation" 

No  longer  need  wallow  self-pity  wen  things  gloomy 
&  looking  down. 
Need  only  call  upon  Js  &  He  lift  out  despair 
This  why  should  read  tiOBB   of  G  daily 
This  why  should  pray  constantly  daily 
From  things  of  G,  we  gain  strength  fite  jatan 
'  his  forces. 

(Ilias.  Alexander  Great  So  change  self  or  name) 
Any1  who  hate  others  calls  self  Xpian,  is  not 
"     "   refuse  give  up  old  ways  &  habits  not  Xpian 
"    "    "   break  with  past  not  Xpian 
"    "   continue,  env/miser/vulgar/unf orgiv/hateful 
etc ,  things  UnXpian  not  Xpian. 

We  may  be  "WHOLLY,  HOLEY"  but  can  become  new  Greatioi 
But  must  come  to  Js ,  cannot  do  otherwise 

,,  IF  MY  MAN  BE  IK  CHRIST,  HE  IS  A 

eon;  old  things  are  1  .    .way;  behold,  all 
thi:  . 

"No  man  seweth  a  piece  of  new  cloth  on  an  old  gar- 
me'   ,  else  the  new  piece  that  filled  it  up  taketh 
awstj  from  the  old,  and  the  tear  ua  made  worse." 

The  burden  is  upon  each  of  us,  "Soldiers,  either 
change  your  names,  or  change  your  conduct,"  &.   75 
gooa  time  to  st-,rt. 


"Wholly,  Holey!" 

Text;  II  Corinthians  5:1?, 

"Therefore,  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation;  old  things  are 
p  ~sed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 

Mark  2:21,  "No  man  seweth  a  piece  of  new  cloth  on  an  old  garment,  wise  the 
new  piece  that  filled  it  up  taketh  away  from  the  old,  and  the 
tear  is  made  worse," 

Scripture:  II  Corinthians  5 

In  the  2nd  chapter  of  Mark,  the  21st  verse,  Jesus  gave  an  object  lesson  to 

to  to 

His  disciples,  aaS  the  disciples  of  Jojm  and  ee$  the  pkazxssax  disciples  of 

the  pharisees.   He  told  them,  "Ho  man  seweth  a  piece  of  new  cloth  on  an  old 

garment,  else  t&e  new  piece  that  filled  it  up  taketh  away  from  the  old,  and 

the  tear  is  made  worse."   This  is  a  lesson  that  we  can  prove  just  as  I  did 

with  a  pair  of  old  blue  jeans,  or  that  we  can  prove  with  our  lives.   Most 

of  us  perhaps  have  a  pet  sweater  or  .jacket  and  when  it  needs  mending  we 

patch  it,  but  there  comes  a  time  when  it  can  no  longer  be  patched,  but  in- 

(In  this  scrip.  Js  is  telling  us  indirectly,  that  we  p.ve 
stead  must  be  discarded.  "Wholly,  holey,"  or  completely  and  entirely  full  of 

holes  that  need  patching. 
;<.  jtand  on  the  threshold  of  another  new  year.   Most  people  look  forward  to/ 

the  new  year  by  looking  back  over  their  lives,  and  then  determining  to  do  i 
better  in  the  next  twelve  months.   Many  of  these  people  will  actually  draw/ 
up  a  list  of  resolutions  that  they  will  strive  to  keep  in  the  new  year.   qlut 
as  is  so  often  the  case,  after  a  matter  of  &aeks  or  even  only  days,  the 
same  old  pattern  of  life  emerges  and  the  person  is  no  better  off  than  he 
was  the  previous  year.   This  is  what  Jesus  is  saying  when  lie  speaks  of  try- 
ing fruitlessly  to  sew  new  patches  on  old  garments.   He  did  not  go  on  to  say 
that  we  should  discard  the  garment  and  throw  it  away.  But  I  believe  that  it 
is  implied  in  this  verse,  because  He  did  not  go  on  to  elaborate  how  to  mend 
that  garment.  But  when  we  read  what  Paul  wrote  to  the  Corinthians  in  the 
portion  of  Jcripture  we  read  this  morning,  I  believe  that  we  can  see  that 
Paul  is  giving  the  solution  to  the  problem  of  sewing  patches  on  old  garments. 
An  in  particular  he  gives  the  solution  in  the  1?th  verse,  where  he  states, 

''Therefore,  if  any  man  ±&x±  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation;  old  things 
are  passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 


-2- 
Paul  was  saying  that  when  one  is  a  Christian,  he  is  involved  in  being  or 
be'  ming  different  from  others. 

The  biographers  of  Louis  the  16th  of  France  wrote  of  him,  "He  was  an  amiable 
and  upright  man  who  would  doubtless  have  made  a  good  leader  in  a  time  of  peace.' 
But  unfortunately  for  him,  his  ancestors  had  left  him  a  revolution  to  reign 
in.   And  we  are  involved  In  a  rev  -lution  today.   A  revolution  that  threatens 
us  on  all  sides.   It  amounts  to  a  revolution  of  the  old  and  the  new  clashing 
in  all  areas  of  life.   This  doesn't  mean  that  all  that  is  new,  is  acceptable 
or  goood,  nor  does  it  mean  that  all  thnt  is  old  is  the  best  for  all.   It  does 
mean  instead,  that  we  look  at  new  and  old  and  make  the  decisions  and  judgements 
that  are  necessary  to  change  things  for  the  better. 

It  is  custom  that  breeds  revolution.   "we  cannot  try  that,  because  it  Is  our 
custom  to  do  it  this  way,"  someone  says.   Or,  "We  have  always  done  it  in  this 
manner  and  we  f.re  not  about  to  change,"  another  one  may  say.   If  you  men  will 
Ic"  at  the  sleeves  of  your  suti  coats,  you  will  notice  one,  two  three,  maybe 
four  buttons  there.   Do  you  know  why  they  are  there?   The  reason  is  because 
in  monasteries  many  centuries  ago,  the  old  monks  had  trouble  eating  their 
soup.   >'/ith  the  loose  sleeves  in  their  robes,  the  sleeves  often  ended  up  in 
the  soup,  and  so  they  sewed  buttons  on  the  sleeves  to  geep  them  out  of  the 
soup.   Another  story  is  that  the  troops  of  Napolean  had  the  sloppiest  and 
dirtiest  sleeves  in  their  uniforms  because  they  used  the  sleeves  to  wipe  their 
runny  noses  in  cold  weather.   Napolean  orderes  buttons  be  sewn  on  the  sleeves, 
the  HJtf±  buttond  hurt  a  fellows  nose  if  he  tried  to  wipe  it  with  his  sleeves, 
and  thus  we-?  have  buttons  on  our  sleeves  today  that  serve  no  useful  purpose, 

e  have  all  sorts  of  buttons  left  over  from  yesterday.   Buttons  that  we  -:o 
not  need,  that  have  become  customs  we  have  outgrown.   Most  of  us  have  wondered 
sometimes  how  streets  have  gotten  in  a  certain  place.  Many  streets  started 
ou+  \s  a  cattle  path  through  a  pasture,  which  became  footpaths  for  men,  and 
then  a  wagon  Ea±k  track,  and  then  a  road  and  finally,  a  city  street.   ;e 
speculate  who  could  have  laid  out  such  a  crooked  meandering  street,  and  we 
never  face  the  fact  that  we  are  following  the  Jiath  o<i  some  dumb  cow  because  of 


cu  torn.   But  the  real  change  and  the  need  for  change  is  in  the  people  who 
fol^^w  these  age  old  customs. 

But  we  are  reluctant  to  change  because  we  like  to  say,  "we  are  set  in  our  ways." 
But  this  is  untrue,  because  we  are  not  set  in  our  ways,  we  are  merely  unwill- 
ing to  step  out  in  new  directions  and  to  alter  our  lives. 
(Illustration  of  woman  moving  to  California) 

Here  was  a  hb  woman  who  was  all  wrapped  up  in  herself,   ohe  was  concerned  about 
her  lonliness,  her  lack  of  friends,,   Jhe  real  problem  was  that  she  was  unwill- 
ing to  go  out  of  her  way  to  adjust  to  her  new  life.   It  was  only  when  she  found 
out  by  accident  fcka±  what  it  took  to  change,  that  she  was  able  to  change  her 
life  from  one  of  lonliness  to  one  of  happiness. 

And  this  is  what  Paul  was  saying  to  the  Corinthians.   He  was  telling  them  that 
if  any  man  calls  himself  a  follower  of  Christ  he  is  a  new  creation.   He  is  a 
changed  individual,   lie  is  a  new  person.   This  is  also  what  Jesus  was  saying 
whe~  he  told  Wicodemus  thnt  a  man  had  to  be  born  again.   He  meant  that  when  a 
person  becomes  a  follower  of  Him,  he  is  reborn,  spiritually.   All  of  the  love 
for  the  old  habits  and  ways  of  the  world  should  become  things  of  the. past. 
All  of  the  old  traits,  the  sourness,  the  bitterness,  ftstfcKK  miserableness, 
fits  of  anger,  temper  tantrums,  vulgar  language  and  swearing,  selfishness, 
envy,  hatred,  greed,  all  of  these  should  be  done  away  with  when  we  become 
Christians.   "./hen  we  accept  Christ  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  our  lives  should 
become  different. 

But  people  say,  "Jure,  preacher  we  know  thqt.   lou  make  is  sound  so  easy,  and 
it  sure  looks  good,  but  it  sure  is  hard  to  do  and  I  find  myself  slipping  back 
into  the  same  old  groove."   It  is  not  an  easy  thing,  and  I  will  never  try  to 
tell  anyone  otherwise.   I  fight  a  continuos  batlle  in  my  life  to  overcome 
a  lot  of  the  pet  peeves,  and  pet  habits  I  have  stored  up  in  my  lifetime.   If 
any'^e  tells  you  it  is  easy,  he  is  wrong.   .£ven  Jesus  did  not  state  that  it 
was  easy  and  simple,  for  he  said  narrow  is  the  road  that  leads  to  everlasting 
life. 


-4- 
Billy  Graham  tells  how  a  man  wrote  to  him  asking  for  help.   The  man  said  that 
eve  -  night  he  came  home  he  beat  up  his  wife  and  children.   A  man  finally  got 
through  to  him  and  advised  him  to  reform  and  he  did.   livery  night  after  that 
he  came  home  and  he  hmgged  his  wife  and  children  so  hard,  he  injured  them  as 
badly  as  he  had  before  he  reformed. 

e  know  it  isn't  easy  to  change  and  be  completely  new  creations  as  Paul  said 
we  would  and  should.   But  when  we  slip  and  fall  again  and  again,  Christ  is 
there  to  lift  us  up  and  help  us.   This  is  what  is  meant  by  being  a  new  creation. 
We  no  longer  need  wallow  in  the  depths  of  our  self-pity  when  things  are  gloomy 
and  looking  down.   We  need  only  call  upon  Jesus  and  ile   will  lift  us  out  of 
our  despair.   This  is  why  we  should  be  reading  in  the  Word  of  God  each  day. 
For  it  is  from  the  things  of  God  that  we  isxmck  learn  to  draw  our  strength  for 
each  day. 

(Illustration  Alexander  the  Great  and  unruly  soldier) 

AnT"  -e   who  hates  others  and  call  himself  a  Christian,  is  not  a  Christian.   Any- 
one who  refuses  to  give  up  the  old  ways  and  habits  of  life,  and  calls  himself 
a  Christian,  is  not  a  Christian.  Anyone  who  ±sx   continues  to  be  envious, 
miserable,  vulgar,  unforgiving,  or  any  othe  other  things  that  are  un-Christlike , 
is  not  a  Christian.   "Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation; 
old  things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new,"   Soldiers, 
wither  change  your  name,  or  change  your  conduct. 


Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 


Born:    April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Married:    December  15,  1951 
Wife:    Shirley  Margaret  Neill 

Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children:   Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  19  4  7 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference  of  United 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May  1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
September  1970 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  197' 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10,  1974 


PASTORATES: 


As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  less  in 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church  of  Christ 
1967  to  1969 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until  Seminary 
entrance  July  1970 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor  at  Trinity 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa.,  Penn  Central 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 


PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


